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INTRODUCTORY NOTE 

Bv the ancicot Greeks the authorship of their two great epic poena, 
the ~llsad~ and ibe "Odytsey," was ascribed to Homer. Tradition as to 
the birthplace of this port va-'icd fcrcallj, but ibe piece nrwt fa*«cd was 
Smyrna in Asia Minor. It was related ai» that the poet was Wind, that 
he mode his home tn the island of Olios, and that he died in los. 

The ikgc of 1 h forms trie subject of the "Iliad," and is the 

occasion of the wandering! of OJys*viss. is unknown to history. Modern 
archxalof.icaJ research lias, indeed, unearthed in Asia Minor a site which 
Buy plauabty be identified with the Homeric city, and it is entirety 
pmsihle that here there oevre ace tined a struggle between two pecples 
inhabit ici^; the shores of the Aegean Sea. 

Whatever ma; bv thr (ruth at to the? method of composition of the 
two ipi-s, ir may safely be surmised that they were preceded by a mass 
oi legem: that had in time gained a certain amount of cohesion and 
become in a irnv national. Rut thr corvaamrnt Hrmertt*. oi this legend 
would have come together from a >;icat variety of sources; and many 
iraradents in both poerni can be paralleled in the folk tales of widely 
scattered people*. Thus the story ot the Winding of the Cydops, Poly* 
phexnus, is found as a separate tale in several countries where no Greek 
iniharrw-f ran br traced; rhe *.rvmturc* in the isle nf Circe appears in an 
IrnLin collection of talcs; the descent into Hades is told by the South 
islanders; and the central situation of the return of a far-traveled 
warrior to a wife who fails to recognize him occurs in stories all over 
the world. In the "Odyssey," these and a hundred other incidents are 
raxnbincd tneo a ungle plot of the most admiral most 

perfect unary ol atmosphere^ the whole being placed in the social setting 
erf the kingly age of Greece. 

U ntL ecu ipix • - nt times it had been all but universally bc- 

lieearl that both the Iliad" and the "Odyssey" were the wort of a single 

auhor, who conceived and executed the whole plan of cac fa 1 795 

F. /. ;oed rlut in the tenth century B.C., when he luppotc I 

punm u> D composed, writing Mas not used by the Greeks for 

iry purposes, and chat therefore they must have been handed down 

orally and so base undergone many changes. The unity which he per- 

I a both epics he 1 to have been due u> the an of later 

nrvitersv working upon more or less detached poems by s-ariout author*. 

- firs tin. it u/rd over lltii "Homeric question" and 



4 INTtOOVCi: 

thrra U yet no |» p»d b U of a grmmu L Thr emerae view thai ihr parrot 
MM aggregations uf Kpuile layi of Afferent authoc ' ins 

Mir of favor; do two scholars agreeing in tbetr ansJyrii ot the epics 

< iMjipoard ooQsrjcurrn |j)t. On the other !■ that 

riwr* ar* dear rodrnon thai parti of rhe poms Wong to different dates; 
aauf die MuV .. « -«aai tfw composition of two shorter epic* dealing 

raspectiwly wad the Wrath of A id the Return of Odysatus to 

an author of great artiuk grniu». and to ctnyjccrurr thai episode* wrn? 
add »tocs. now at this po*nt tad now *i that, over a iooscdenbic 

time, hmiging thrro finall . resent form and length. 

IV - ir Ifoolft ol I naiuially into ui group*, 

of four (though chew are not to lie irgaroVcJ as .evolving break* in the 
stni boil kcoiiiu of rath of these groups will serve as a 

guidr to the i m. The first four hooks art occupied 

with the adventures of Trlemarhus, tr I kljsseus. (i) When the 

I *h year since the (all ol Troy, and Odysseus hi* 
tin homo in the island of Ithaca, but is detained in 
U island in the wett, \yj die nymph <'aly|nn. Meauitm 
home, In* wile ftncJopc is Uaet by suitors who lean riotously in the 
house cf the absent warrior, (li) Failing man attempt to pri the Itharam 
an help hian to auert tut right*. Tekrnachus sets out for Pyfut ursdri 
gmdaiwr ol the goddess Athene, who at diajuasnd h MeuJ ndly 

-.vw, tltc aged i iheni hospitably; 

and while he it bei is guests the supposed Meritor vaniihr« and 

.1 ii race -rdiao goddess of die taenii- 

I'riVnaactY a, accoanpanH 

the aon ol Nrstw i In Spuria thry are reoriTed by 

MiOtlawi and the fanvoui i learn, now restored taj hrr nuwiand. and 
learn that Odytaeui it in L>gygia. Tewtnachu* ossesoes to return to 
IduKJ. wl th. 

Iha seiietd group treaau of the waradenngt of Odrtatvt between the 
id j u I d t jI||«u and Phataoa. <%) "R»r -laxied by Athrrar, 

i no to ottWt Calypso to let Odysteua go; but m tea hb enemy 
Itosrulon, the wa-jjinl. wiacV , a »nl which 

i In- gixhlru Ino g»\ '.K-h buoys him op tiB he cornet to the land 

■A PHaea. ule the ethaastarJ ham u sleeping be the 

she*re, the j aim r*a IN isrncs to ibc urn mouth with her maiden* 

to wad* I talk they play hall an.! awaken the steeper, 

who asks thru pity and i% ihrnr Ihii scene ii one of the 

moat charming in the r,*,*m. (vn) Arrived at the city, Odvaaous b re- 
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by the king AJdoous, and narrates his recent adventure*. (t£) 
Th# Pkatacians are- called together, and onVr the wanderer a ship to 
carry bim to Itlsaca; games and a i'a« m held; and at die feast the 
blind Dcmodocus nogs of the siege oi TfOf and draw* tear* from 
OriyaaniL, who ia prnuaded to trll of his wanderings riorr leaving Troy. 
r child troop the narrative, ia retrospective, (ix) Odysseus tell* 
of his visits to the C*oti»s, to the Lcois-caters, and to the country of the 
Cyclopes, where he blinded die one-eyed Pdyphernua; (a) of his adven- 
tures with Aeolus, god of the winds, with the Laestrygonians, ar 

the sameness; (xi) of his descent into Hades, and his conversing 
with the spirit* of the dead; (xti » of his escape tram the Siren*, and from 
Nr>lla and Charyhdis and of the rating by hi* comrades of the sacred 
lune of the sun, whxh caused them to perish and left liuii alooc on 
Calypso's safe. 

Thr main narrative is resumed in the fourth group, (xiti) The Phaca- 
oana conduct the wanderer to his kingdom, but ore punished by Poses- 
lion, who rums thwr ship to sroor. In Ithaca Athene disguises Odysseus 
as an old beggar, and directs him as to how to destroy the suitors, (xiv) 
He finds his old swine-herd Eumaeus. who Etfli to recognize him, and 
hut meets Tekmachus, (xvi) to whom he repeals himsdt 
I am. 

The filth group deal* with tlse return of Odysseus to his palace. 
Tek-machus got* home first, but docs not Cell Penelope of her husband's 
return. The supposed beggar erne- ••cognized by his old dog 

A reps 1) In the midst of the rev- 

elry ot 1 Odysseus has a right with Irus, a beggar supported by 

• Peiieto^ ,ig with her lord, ' - "gniie 

h-m, but tell* him how she has hafled the suitors by the device of post 
passing her choice among thrra till the completioa of a web woven by 
das and undone by night. The old nurse, i. washes her master's 

feet and knows him by a scar, Uji a cold to keep the secret, (sot) Athene 
cucnioru the hrtu by night; and list suitors arc warned a( their impending 
doatnby a seer. 

In the last group the rlfnocerr.ent is reach*! (cxi) Ptnesope proposes 
that ihr suitors should show ifsdr skill with the bow of her husband; 
nod when aU fail oven to bend it. the disguised hero strings it easily 
and shoots an arrow through twelve axc-hraih. (xzis) The disguise is 
an- CWysaet**, Tcsemachus, and I il adrtrrencs turn on 

tint fVSUn and d and thr unfaithful ssli f uiti a?- hanged. 

: runs the nurse Peoelofx bears the news, welcomes her lord horn*. 
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;rnt of hit wandering*- Odysseus goes nut tn a farm to I 
father Laertes, (xxiv) Hermes leads the shade* of the suitor* to Hades; 
«•■ h -U- Odysseu* makes himself known to his father; srxJ bier is recoi 
subjects. 
The "Iliad" and the "Odyssey" xartd at ihc head ot the literature 
o# and of the epic poetry of the world; Hid thtfa influence in the 
country of llicir origin and throughout the European peoples lias 
commensurate with their artistic greatness. Historically, tlsey give the 
e of Aryan civt1t7.aiion, oVscril I of culture of 

S wc should otherwise know almost nothing. Arttsticullv. 
of their early date, they arc the product of a mamre art, u *ith 

supreme nobility and grace permanent and \ahcd vet simple types of 
human nature, in a language unsurpassed for its combination of direct- 
ness, 11m; 1 beauty. *"Tlse capital distinction of Homeric poetry,'* 
says Jvhh, "it that at has all the freshness i if a primitive 
ape. — all the charm wh-. I \ h lilhoml of the world'; 
while on the other hand it has completely surmounted the rudeness of 
form, the struggle of thought with language, the tendency to grotesque 
uc i> nMr im»Sr» of sprech. the incapacity for equable maintenance of a 
high le^el, which belong to the primitive stage in literature.- 
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BOOK I 

la 4 Council ol the God*, Poseidon absent, Pallas pnxu/eth an order (or 
the frt? 'Uition of Odytwut; and appearing to his son Telernachuv 
human shape, adviseth him to complain of the Wooers before the 
Council or the people, and then go to Pytos and Sparu to tnqu 

TELL roc, Mum, of that man* so ready at need, who wi 
dered far and wide, after he hod sacked the sacred citadel 
of Troy, and many were the men whose towns he saw and 
wiiuse mind lie Irarru, yea, .irul many the win 1m* suffered in 
hear: upon rhe deep, suiting to w.n bil n of 

hts company. Nay, but even so he saved not his company, though 
he desired »t sore. For through the blindness of their own hearts 
they pen shed, fools Wfl ° devoured the oxen of Helios Hyperion: 
but the god took from them their day of returning. Of these thi 
goddess, daughter of Zeus, wheresoever thou rust heard thereof, 
declare tikuu even unto us. 

:he rest, j» many as flod from sheer destruction, were at 
Ihomc. and hail escaped both war and sea, but Odysseus only, crav- 
ing for his wife and for hit homeward path, the bdy nymph Calypso 
held, that fair gixldes*. in lier hnlluw caves, Lunging tn havr hirn 
lor her lord. But when now the year had come in the coup 
the seasons, wherein the gods had ordained that he should return 
home to Ithaca, not even there was he <juic of labours, not 
aroonR his own; but all the gods had pity on I i'oseidon, 

who ragrd coniinually againu godiike Odysvus, till ] 
own country. Hnwbat Paseid mw departed for tl*e rfij 

the Ethiopian: red in twain, die utter 

men, abiding some where Hyperion id some whe: 

rises, llverc he looked tn receive hie hecatomb of nulls and rami. 
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there he made merry fitting at the feast, bat the other god* were 
gachcred in the halls of Olympian Zeus, then among tbe 
father of gods and mm began to spe-ik, br hr hethought fa 
hit heart of noble Aegisthus, whom the son of Agamemnon, fcr- 
bmed Orr . Thinking upon torn be spake out among the 

Immorv 1 

'Lo sou now, how vainly mortal men do blame the gods! For 
• if IB tl>ey try comes evil, whereas they ecu of thumselv 
the b! fa ii own hrart*. have nrrowi beyond thai 

ti of late Aegisthus, beyond trut which was 
tic wedded wife ct itreus and 

killed her ford on his return. doom before hu 

ncc v.v had warned him by ' keen- 

sighted, the dayrr of Argot, rh.it he should ill the man, n\x 

woo his wife. For d I Atreus shall be avenged at the hand 

of Orestes, so soon as he shall come to man's eiutc and long : 

iy. So spoke Hermes, yet he prevailed not on the heart 
of Aegisthus, for all his good will; but now hath he paid one price 

r 

And the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him, saying: "O 
father, our father , throned in the highest; that man 

assuredly lies in a d ikewise al. 

Aichdted ryfmtl I !.wm, tl 

less one, who far from Ins friends \h\\ long while sufferer h affliction 
in a seagirt isle, where is the navel of the sea, a woodland is-! 

i goddess hath ho n, the daughter of the w; 

Adas, who knows the depths of every sea, and himself upholds the 
tall | ikh keep earth an ■ -.under. His daughter h 

iliat holds ti man in sorrow m with soft and g 

ful tales al* is wooing rum to forgetiulness of Ithaca. Bui Odysseus 
yearning to see l>ut the invoke leap upwards from his own 

land, hath a desire to be thee, thine heart regardeth st noc 

»t all. Olympian! What I did not Odysseus by the 

Argirrs make thee frrr offering of vk 
land .vast thou then so wroth w 

And Zeu jdgathrrer answered her, a My child, 

what svord hash escaped the tioar of thy lips? Ym i.uld I 
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divine Odysseus, who in understanding is beyond mortal* 
and beyond all men hath done sacrifice to the deathless gods, who 
keep the? wide heaven? Nay, bin :t i\ Poseidon, the girdler of the 
earth, tha: hath been wroth continually with quenchless Jiiger for 
the Cyclops* sake whom Ik Minded of his eye, even godlike P 
pbcrnua whose power is mightiest amongst ail the Cyclopes. Hu 
mother was the nymph Thoosa, daughter of Fnorcys, lord of the 
unharvtttcd sea, and in / • caves she lay with Poseidon. 

From that day forth Poseidon the Oft) dnrh not indeed 

day Odysseus, but driveth him wainlcring fron. I country. 

But come, let us here one and all take good counsel as touching 
returning, that he may be got home; so shall Poseidon let go his 
displeasure, for he will in no wise be able to strive alone against all, 
in despite of all the deathless go 

Thm the goddess, grey-eyed A ^wefL-il him, and said; 

O father, our father Cronides, throned in the highest, if indeed this 
thing it now ising to the blessed gods, that wise Odysseus 

should return to lus own borne, let us then speed Hermes the Messen- 
ger, the slayer of A I * isbnd of Ogyina. There with all speed 
let him declare to the lady of the bratdwl tressei our unerring 6 
ad, even the return of else ptirni Odysseus, that so he m;iy come 
Co his home. Bur as for me 1 will go to Ithaca that I may rouse his 
stm yet the more, planting might in his bean, to call an assembly 
of the long haired Achaeans and speak out to all the wooers who 
slaughter cot. ip of his thronging nocks and his 
rod shambling gait. And I will guide htm to 
Sporci and to sandy Pylos to nek tidings of his dear father'* rtttn ;». 
& peradmitu/c he may hear thercot and lluil so he may be had iu 
food report among men.* 

She sftake and bound beneath Iser feet her lovely golden sandals 
that wax not old. and bare her alike over the wet sea and over the 
rimjrlca* bod, I the breath of the wind. And she seized hex 

doughty spear, shod with sharp bronze, weighty and huge and 
strong, wherewith the quell f heroes msoerrr 

•he is wroth, the daughter of the mighty sire. Then from the he. . 
of Olympus dse came glai .J she stood in the land of 

Ithaca, at the catttry of the gale uf Odysseus, on the threshold of the 
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courtyard, holding in her hand the \peatr of bronrc, in (he am- 
biance of a stranger, Mcrites the captain of tlsc Tapliiaju. Ami there 
she found the lordly wooer*; now d taking ihi.ii pleasure at 

<]raui;htj in from ol ->rj, silting on hides of oxen, 

themselves had slain. And of the henchmen and the ready a 
some were mixing for li ■•• md wntcr in bowls, and msoic 

again were washing the tables with porous s 
them forth, and other* were carving flesh in plenty. 

And god far the nrst 10 descry her, for he 

was sitting with a heavy bean .imnng th* wooers dreaming on 
good father, if tap!) he might come v i ui rnA. 

nttt ing of the wooers :hne ihrouy palace, and !. 

get honour and bear rule among his own possessions. Tl- 
thcrcupon, as he sal among wooers, he saw Athene— and ri- 
ll to the outer porch, for he thought it blame in his heart Jul 
a stranger should stand long at the gates: and halting nigh her lie 
clastsed her right hand and took from her die speai 
uttered lus voice and spake uato her winged words: 'I Lai, stranger, 
with us thou shah be kindly entreated, and thereafter, when thou 
hast tatted meat, thou shah toll dj that where- 1 ;« need.' 

Therewith he led trie way, and Pallas. Athene followed. And 
when they Wert now within ti* lufty house, lie sei her sp. 
he bore against a I tin the polished s* 1, wh 

stood mmy spears besides, even those i lie har 

heart; and rw goddess and seated bar on a goodly 

ah thereunder, and benrafii 
stool for the fret. For liimsclt lie placed an inlaid seat luid I 
apart fiom the cornpany of the wooers, lest the stranger should 
disquieted by tlv Ear the 

bang come among overweening men, and also that he nv, 
him aboti 

Then a handmaid bore water for the washuig of hands in 
goodly golden ewer, am' « a ■Jttr kuan I 

their side a polished table. And a grave dame 
vheaten bread and set it by them, and laid on the hoard ma 
dainties, giving freely of such things is shr l*r. And 

lifted and placed by them platters of divers I 
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and nigh them he let golden bowls, and a henchman walked to and 
fro pom n ? diem the wi 

Then in came the lordly wooers; and they .ut tlwm down in 
rowj on chair* and on high scaiN, and henchmen poured water on 
their hands, and maidservants piled wheaten bread by them in 
baskets, and page* crowned the bowls with drink ; and they stretched 
forth their hands upon the good cheer spread before then. Now 
when the wooers had put from ihr.n tin rink, 

they minded them of other things even ot the song and dance; 
for these are the crown of the feast. And a henchman placed a 
beauteous lyre in the hand mius, who was minstrel to th? 

wooer* drspirr his will. Yea and as he touched the lyre he lifted 
v voice in sweet song. 1 

But Teleauc't; unto grey-eyed Athene, holding his head 

dose to her that those others might not hear; T> ogcr, wilt 

tbou of a truth he wroth at th. I I ibaQ Htjl 3 Yonder men 

*enly care (or such tl :liese, the lyre and song, lighil 

they that devour tlie livelihood of another without atonrmrn 
that nun whose white bones, ii i lc VKUtlQg in the rain upon 

the mainland, or the billow rolls them in the | ere hut these 

asm to see him returned to Ithaca, the) thcr for 

greater speed of foot than for gain of gold and raiment. But now 
he hath perid'-rd, evrn ui, in evil doom, and for us is no rnrri 
uu, not though any of earthly men should say that he will come 
1 ''one is the day of his returning! Hut come declare mc this, 
and tell mc all plainly: Who art tbou ol the <ons cf men, and 
whence? Where is th where are they that hegat thee* Say, 

on what manner of ship didu rlsnit come, and how did sailors bring 
the*. i, and who did they avow themsche* to be. i 

wise do I deem dial thou i;thcr by land. And herein tell 

me true, that I may kno" ther thou art a new- 

r, or whrth < fl a gnest of the house, seeing that no 

jngen that came to our home, for that he ton 
1 much among men.' 
the goddess, grey-eyed Athene answered him: *Yca now, 
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1 W U plainly tell thee all. I avow me to be Mcnte* son i 
AnrfiiaJus, and I bear rule among the Taphiant, lovers of toe oar. 
And dow am I come to shore, as thou west, with ship and crew, 
tilling over the wine-dark sea, unto men ol strange speech, even 
to Team, ,n qttttJ °f i:;j|^»er, ancl my cargo is shimi And 

there my ship is lying toward the upb from the aty, in 

the harbour of Rhcithron beneath wooded Neion: and we declare 
ourselves Co be friend* one ol the other, and of houses fhendiy, 
from > i old Nay, if t)wu wouldest be assured, go aik die old D 
rhe hem Lames, who they say no more comes to th» I far 

imrd the tipljnd Ktffm sffliction, with an ancient wo i 
for his handmaid, who leu !>y him mea; and drink, whensoever 
- takes hold of his limbs U he creeps along the knoll of 
ineyard plot. And now am I come; for veril) they nid ibll Ae, 
thy father, was among his people; hut In, the grids * 
(rum hi* way. For goodly Odynrm ri.uh not yti prridtrd on the 
h; but still, methiaks. he lives and is kept on the wide deep in 
a seagirt isle, and lord men QOOJtnil him, wild folk that hold h 
it may be, sore against his v. ill. But nov h will I utter my 

word of [ as the Ira nto my hoar 

• m it will lie BOCD no soothsayer am I. 

led in the signs of birds. 1 lentefurdi indeed for no long while 
xlull he be far from country, not though bonds ol 

iron bind him; he will advise him d to return, for he is 

man of many devices. But come, declare me this, and tell m< 
plainly, whether inder*! K3 i l ! IS ihod m spcil 

the loin* of Odysseus. Thy head surely and thy beam 
wondroux lil .« full many a time have we held con*- 

together ere be embarked for Troy, whither the other-*, aye the 
hravcsr . went in hollow shipt. From that ilay forth 

nritber have I seen Odysseui nor hr ? 

Then wise T 'Yea, sir, now 

v. ill 1 plainly tell the* verily nith that 1 am 

i '^now not, for | n yel knew of himself his own 

descent. O that 1 had been the son of some blessed man, whom old 
age overtook among his own possessinnsr Rut now of him that Is 
1 Tamuu, la th* mcuttaiMM atttm oi 
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the most hapksa at mortal men, his ton they say that I am, since thou 
dew question mc hereof.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake unto him, and said; 
Ay no narnctcss lineage have the gods ordained for thec in 
days to come, coce Penelope bore thee so goodly a man. Hut come, 
oVbre cue this, and tell it all plainly. What feast, nay, what rout 
is this? What ha* thou to do then it a clan 

a wedding fca*. for here we h.ivc no banquet where each man 
brings his share 3 In such wite, flown with insolence, do they seem 
to rac to revel wantonly through the house: and well might 

be wroth to tec so many deeds of shame, whatso wise man 
1 lem.' 

Then wise Teicmachus answered Ix-r, an<! wid: 'S.r, forasmuch 
as thou qucationcst roe of thc^c things and inquircst thereof, our 
house was once like to have been rich and honourable, whale ye« 
thai man was among his people. But now the gods willed it other- 
wise* in evil [wirpnv, who hare made him paw utterly out of si 
as no nun ever before. Truly 1 would not even Cor his death n 
so peat sorrow, had he fallen among his fellows in the land of the 
Troiaruw of in the arms of his friends when he had wound up the 
eiew of war. Then would the whole Achaean host have builded him 
a barrow, and even for his son would he have won great glory in 
the after day* But now the %j>int» of the storm km* uvrpt him 
away inglorious. ! si t<> stgh and hearsay, hut for 

hath he left anguish and r a mrntatio ni nor henceforth is it for him 
alone thai 1 mourn and weep, since the gods have wrought for 
me other sore distress. For all the nobkst that are princes in 
the 1 ne and wooded Zacyndius, and B 

many as lord si in rocky Ithaca, all '.hoc woo my mother lad 
waste my house Bin as foe her slic neither rcfi:«eth the bi 
bridal nor hath the heart to make an end: so they devour and 
■h my hou«e, and ere V they make havoc likewise 

Then in heavy displeastirr sjiukr untn him Pallas Athene: 'Ckxl 
hdp the sore in need of Odysseus that u 

and* upon the shameless wooers. If he could but 
now and stand si the eaten r the gate, w*th Isdmet 
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and shield and lances twain, at mighty a man as when first I 
marked him in our Itcuse drinking and nuking merry whiit time 
he came up uui of Ephyra i of Mermcrud For 

thitbtr had Odysseus pone on his jwift Wup to seek a deadly dl 
lie migh- ■ Lcrcmthal to I0KM his bronze shod arr^ 

but Hue would in now j to him, for be had in awe the cver- 

ng gods. But my father gave it him, fur !*e bare him wondrous 
love- O that Ody.wus might with the 

wooers: to should they .ill have swift late aid bitter wcdN 
Ho v. nutty lie on the knots of the gods, whether 

he shall return or not, and :ake vengcan^ Bin I charge 

MC thrusr forth the wooers from 

I -all. Come now, mark and take heed un On tlse 

now call the Achaean lords to the i dexlarr 

saying to all, and take the gods to whim e wooer 

them scatter them each one to his own, thy mother, if her 

heart is moved to m go back lo the lull of that mighty 

n her father, and her kinrfcilk wit! furnish a wedding fear, and 

ding many, all that should go ; 
h a daujcii rj beloved. And to thyself I will gi*e .1 word 

of wise counsel, il -arkeru Hit out a ship. 

best thou haa, with twatty oj I go to 

thy father th.i r la Ioqj perchance any man shall ceil d 

aught, 01 if ilmu mayev. hear the lefly 

^ to men. Get the* vlosand inu.ii <-dly 

ce to Sparta to Mcnelaus of fhx 
he came lsome the last of the mail-coated Achaeans. If ti 
hear news of the life and the rati 

thou rruyrst rndure the w lint if rhnu thaJt 

hear thai he is dead and gone* return then to thine own dear 
country and pile hit mound, and over it pay bunal rurs, lull many 
r thy moi . But when thou hast 

: made an end, thereafter take counsel in thy mil 
and heart, lsow thou mat. est slay the wooers in t! 
by guile or openly; for thou should** not carry childish tl 
being mi I rcto. Or hat ihciu not heard what 

nown the goodly Orestes gat him among all men in that he 
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the father, guileful Aegiul. killed hU famous 

lire? And thou, too, my friend, for K sec that thou art very cornel) 
and tail, be valiant, that even men unborn may praise thee. 
I will now go down to the rwift ship and to my men, who methinks 
chafi? nv b for roe; and do thou thyself take heed and 

give ear unto my w orb. 1 

Then wise Telemachtis answered ber, saying: 'Sir, verily thou 
speakest these things out of a friendly heart, as a father to his son, 
and never will 1 forget chena. But now 1 pray thee abide here, 
though eager to be gone, to the end that after thou hast bathed and 
had all tli) hr-ir: ihnu mayesi wrnd to the ship joyful in 

spins, with a costly gift and very goodly, to be an heirlnorn of my 
giving, mch as dear friends give to friends.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered hina: "Hold me 

now no longer, that am eager for the way. But whatsoever gift 

thine heart lhall bid thee give mc, Mien 1 am on my way back let 

it be mine to tarty home: lie-jj ft urn thy store) I : goodly, 

t shall bring tliee tlse woith '.hereof in retuni.' 

So spake she and departed, the grey-eyed Athene, and hkc on 
eagle of the tea she flew away, but in his spirit she planted mi 
and courage, and put him in mind of his father yet more than 
hmcriore. And be market! the thing and was arnaKtk far lie 
deemed that it was a god; and anon he wenc among the wooers, a 

DUB. 

the renowned minstrel was singing to the wooers, and they 
listenim: il snng w jrjfuj return of the 

Arkari: Athene laid on thrrn as thry ramo forth from 

Trot. And from ber upper chamber the daughter of karius, 
Penelope, caught the glorious strain, and $h Iowa the high 

Starrs from ber clamber, not alone, for two of her handmaids bare 
her 00m: !«n the fair lady had come unto the wooers, 

she flood by the pillar of the well-buitdrd roof holding up her 
glistening tin* before her face; and a faithful maiden uood on cither 
«de rsf her. Tben she fell a weeping, and spake BOtQ the divine 
minstrel: 

'Phem-ut, since thou knowett many other charms for mortals, 
dewls of men ami gods, which bards rehearse, some one of these 
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do thou sing as thou attest by tbcm, and let them drink their 

m ban hi strain, that ever wastes my 

heart within my breast, once to me above all women hath coma a 
sorrow comfortless So dear a head do I long for in con«ant 
memory, tumely, that man wIkme fame is noised abroad from 
Hellas to mid \iy 

Then wise Telcmachus answered her, and IB y mother, 

why then dost thou grudge the sweet minstrel to gladdrn ut as his 
spirit moves him? h is ni B fault, but Zeus, 

met h inks, is in fault, who gives m men, that live by bread, m cadi 
one as he will. As for I i :o blame if he dagl the ill faring of 

the Daruins; for men always prize that song the most, which rings 
newest in their cars. But let thy heart and mind endure to I 
for not Odysseus only lost in Troy the day of his returning, but 
many another likewise per Aid Howbtff go to thy chamber and 
mind ihinr own houwwifeiies the loom am] dist3U% and bid thy 
handmaids ply tl But speech shall be for men, for all, but 

icf; for mine is the lordship in tl-* house' 

Then in amaze she went back to her clumber, for she Laid up the 
wise saying of her «m m Mso ascended to her upper 

dumber with the women hrr \ and then was h 

fXlyvvras, her dear lord, nil grey-eyed Athene cast sweet sleep upon 
bet eyelids, 

Lured throughout thr vhacUiwy halls, and 
each one uttered a prayer robe her bedfellow. And v.iv TeJexm 
fit *j: ipake among them: 

V.ioe/sof my mc*tl 'i ' <» despiteful out of measure, let us feast 
now and make merry and let there be no brawling; foe, lo, it is a 
good thing to list to a minstrel such a» hi' yxU in voice, 

*te morning let us all go to thr assembly and sit us down, 
that I rn re my saying outn ' at ye leave these 

halls and busy your*- h other fcaats, eating your own sub- 

stance, going in turn from house lo bouse. But if ye deem this a 
likelier and a better it one man's goods sliould gtexish 

without atonement, ill tpon 

the cw Luting gods, if baplv Zcui may grant that ia% of 



THE ODYSSEY 






19 
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pen* be nude: 10 should yc hereafter peris] 
without atonement/ 

So spake he, and all that heard him bit their Up and marvelled at 
that hr spake Ixtldly. 

Tbcn Antinous, son of Eupcithcs, answered tuna; TclenuchuK 
in very truth the gods themselves tnstnxt thee to be proud of speech 
and boldly 10 harangue. Never may Cronion nuke thee king in 
seagirt Ithaca, which thing is of inheritance thy rightl' 

Then wise Teletnachus answered ham, and said: 'Anunou- 
ihou indeed be wtulh at tlse word tit' Yea, at the hand 

of Zeus would 1 be £ai n to take even thi s thing upon me. Saves thou 
that this it the worst hap that can bcbl a man? N.v\ vcrilv, it :s no 
ill thing to be a king: the house of such an one quickly waxcth rich 
and himself it held in greater honour. Howsoever there are many 
other kings of the Ac h jeans in fttagifl Idi -»nd old; 

someone of them shall surely have this kingship since goodly 
Odysseus is dead But as for roc, I will be lord of our own house 
and thralls, that goodly Odysseus gat me with his spa 

llien Euryraachus, son of Polybus, answered him, saying: 
H'ciemachut, on the knees of the gods it surely lies, what man is 
to be king over the Achaean* in scagin It I - mimi dsou 

keep thine own possessions and be 1 ine own boosel Never 

may that man come, who shall wrest from thee thy substance 
Irntly in thine own despite while Ithaca yet Standli Bui 1 would 
ask thee, friend, ccKSCcrning the urangcr— whence he is, and of V 
land he avows him tu be? Where are his kin and his native fields? 
Doth he bear socnr tidings of ihy fathiT on his HO -mesh lie 

firsts to speed some matter of hb own ? In such wise did he stare 
up* and In, lie was gon< -icd he that we should know him;— 

and yet he seemed no mean man to look upon.' 9 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, and said: 'Eurymachus, 
timdy thr day of my faihe ng hath gone by. Therefore no 

nmc <L .vhertcesoevcr they may come, neither 

have I regard unto any divination, whereof my mother may inquire 

"1*. ?«> ■fittw Uw cxffMM of Mtfpcbr at tftw iwUta 
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at the lips of « <bvjncr, m 

that man, he is a friend of my houw h hot. and 

avowj him to I** Menus, son of 

among the Tuphians lovers of the oarJ 
So • ! machus, but in hi* heart he knew il.- 

godde«. Now the wooer* turned diem to the dance and tnclt£ 
hghtsome song, and made merry, and •• 

cume on. And a\ thry n y. dusk rveolng cansc upon th< 

Then they went each one to liix own house to lie down to test. 
lYIcmachus, where hit chamber was buitdcd high 
;, in a place with wide prospect, thither bete* 
bed, pondem thoughts in .cru 

1 torches btirniftg. Shr mj the 
daughter of Op* vm of kV.senor, and Licrtr . 
with his wealth, while as y youth, and gave 

for bet the worth of twerv ! lie honoured her even as 

he honoured hit dear with her, 

for lie shunned die wrath of hi with Telemaciuis 

and bare for him Use burning torches: and of all the women of 
household she loved him mmt, and she hj< ! m a 

little one. Then he opened the doors of die well -builded 
and sat I' e bod and took off his soft doublet, and 

the wise old woman's b she folded the doublet and smoothed 

i.d hung it i mi I pill b) 
her ii tlsc room, and pulled 10 dto tiour with the ■ 

handle, and drew home the bat n th ii There, all nj 

dtrough, wrapped in a hWeof •• nedsuted in hi* heart upon 

the journey that Athene had showed him. 
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TaWmacbtu complains in vain, an J borrowing a ship, goes seer-. 
P>Io5 by night And bow h* wi» there received. 

NOW so soon as early Dawn shone forth, ihc rosy-fingered, the 
dear son of Odysseus gat hirn up from his bed, and put on 
his raiment and CM his sharp sword about his shoulder, 
beneath hi* smooth feet he bound his goodly sandals, and stept 
forth from his clumber in prance like a god. And straightway 
Mile the clear -%oked he. M the long-iuired Achaeans to 

inembly. And the heralds called the gathering, and the 
Achaean* were assernblcd quickly. Now when they were gathered 
and come together, be went on his way to the assembly holding in 
i a spear of bronze,— not alone he went, for two swift hounds 
bare him company. Then Athene stx-d on hini a wondrous grace, 
and all the people marvelled at him u he came. And he sat him in 
ithcr*s seat and the elders gave place to him. 
Then the lord as spake among them first; bowed was he 

with age, and skilled in things past number. Now for this reason 
he • if in the 

hollow ihipi • of the goodly steeds; but the savage Cyclops 

slew him in his boilow cave, and made o£ him then his latest meal. 
Three other toot Aagyptus had .onsorted with Use wooers, 

namely Eurynornut, but two cocitin heir father's fields; yet 

even so fcrgat lie nut :'.ux i ..! sorrowing. 

vreping for Us sjke he mark »"ng 

then: 

Hearken now tn me, ye men of Ithaca, to the word that I shall 
say. Never hath our assembly or sessaon been since the day that 
•rus drrurred in thr h «, And now who was 

mini led thus to assemble us 3 On what man hath such mre need 
axnc of the young men or of the elder born t Math he heard some 
tiding* of the best now retunung, which he rnigbt plainly declare 

as 
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co us, for that he first learned thereof, or doth be show forth and 

ai ibe common weal? Mcihinki Ike 
man— jjood luck be with him! Zeus vouchsafe him some good thing 
:n hn turn* even ill hi* beart'sd*. 

So ftpuke hr, . on of Ocr/an in WW gbd a: the 

ij( thr word; dot sal he now much longer, but he burned co 
and he stood in raid assembly; and the herald Pbsenor, - 
sag . placed the stall in hi* hands. Then he spake, accosting 

the old m;»n first: 

'Old man, he is not far oil, and soon shall dsou know it for thy- 
self, he who called iht ul. fur wmnv hath 
tu in- have I beard liqgi ni the liost 001 

\vhich I nuy plainly declare to you, no 
tJie: b 1 dsow forth or tell any other matter or 

com J, but nlM own Deed, fur ilu- b befallen 

i-,a double woe. Pint, I havi lost raj nobla sire, who tomcri 
was king among you her ■ a father; and not 

is there ju Btil yd grcal >urdy doll soon make grievous 

havoc of my whole boa*? and ruin all my livelihood. My motlscr 
oers beset so iveu the sou of those 

men that bin noblest. They are too craven to 90 to 

house of her father Icariut, tlui lie may 

hia daughter, and bestow her on whom he will, even on him 
ttndi favour in hu sight. Hut they reaocun^ to our house 
by day ssscriftos com and sheep an ' s and keep rcvei, 

drink tb ueklcsdy, atsd ks, our great wealth it wasted, 

for their m now alive audi as Odyv .-rp ruin 

ijuui die house. As for me I am nowise strong like barn to ward 
mine own; Yerly 10 the n. JatV shall 1 be a weakling and 

all unskilled in prowess. Truly I would defend me if but strength 
v»r: : or deeds . <ance have now bean wrought, am 

now my house is wasted utterly beyond pretence of right. Resent it 
your own hearts* and have re> ir nesgnliour* wbii di 

around, and trvrnbk >;• at the anger of the gods, lest haply 
turn upon you in wrath 1 d deeds. 1 1 pray you b) 

1. tota*w4U*titr«it.pl.fta»c«tr rmptf |#ardL 

ISO. 
1 Or. hart thn briai turn cri *W* m wr»tt> m .«* tmo 
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Zrus and by Themis* who looscth and gathercth the meetm>; 
men, let be, my friends, and leave me alone to waste in bsttcr grief;— 
unlets it to be that my father, the good Odysseus, out of evil heart 
wrought harm id the goodly -greaved Achaenns, in quittance whereof 
ye now work mr harm out at evil hearts, and sfnu on tlsesc men. 
i r for me that yc your* ild rat up my treasures and my 

flocks. Were ye y> \o devour them, etc long would some recompense 
be audV would urge our plea rhrougbout the town, beg 

sting back our substance, until all should be restored. But now 
wirhouc remedy are the pains thar ye lay up in my heart.' 

So ifrAc lie in math* and da six*! the si. ill tu the giuundL and 
bra! nd pity fell on all the people. Then ail the 

other a held their peace, and none had the heart to answer Telem- 
aehus with hard words, but Antinous alone made answer, saying: 

'Tesemachus, ; tfieech and unrestrained in fury, what is 

hast will to {Kit us tn shamr, that fasten <*i u* 

reproach? Behold the fault is not in the Achaean wooers but in 
thine own moibr: is the craftiest of women. For it is now 

the third year, and the fan M going by, since she began to 

deceive ihe minds of the Achaeans in their breasts. She gives lsope 
to all. and makes promises to every man. and sends them messages, 
but her m:nii :s set on Other dungs. And she lutrt devised tr: 
heart this wile besides; she set up in her halls a mighty web, fine 
of woof and very wide, whereat she would weave, and anon she 
spake among 

prinwesy youths, my wooers, now that the goodly Odysseus 
is dead, on ye abide patiently, how eager soever tn speed on this 
marriage .h the robe. I would Dot that the threads 

perish to no avail, even this shroud for the hero Laertes* »g^"* the 
day when the ruinous doom shall bring him low, of death that lays 
men at their length. So shall none of the Achaean women in the 
land count it blame in me, as well might be, were lie to lie without 
a wiridfag-shotx. a nun tint had gotten great possessions." 

*So spake she. ar.d our lu^b hearts consented thereto. So then 
to the day tune she would weave the mighty web, and in the n 
unravel the same, when she had let place the torches by her. Thus 
far the space of three yrars she hid the thing by craft and beguiled 
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the nu.'uN ot ilw Achaean*; bm when the t'ounh year arriv. 
(he seasons om« round, ihen at (he la* on* of her womc > 
knew all declared r, and Wf bund h»*r tinnveSlr lend&d web. 

Thus ibe finished i: p erfo rce jnd *>re against lu-i wilt But u fr»x 
thee, the wooers make thec thou m 

it in thine own heart, thru and all the Achaean*! Send aw 
mother, and hid her be marneil isocver her father cora- 

tn-imk tad wboto i« wel pUauing unto her. Bui If she wii 

for long tn vex the ran of tin ■■, |vmdcring I 

heart thov thai Athene luth given her beyond women, 

udgc of ail fair handle tod cuani 

ao be it! Such wiles as hers we have never yet heard that any even 
of the women of old did know, of those that afcreume wet 
tressed Achaean In! . and Alcmetse, and Mycene. wkh the 

bright citwii. Not ime of these in ill iiseir hearts 

wa» like unto Penelope, yet herein at lea*' 

good. For in despite ofc Iwr tin* wooer* will devout thy living and 
thy substance* so long as she is steadfast in such purpose as the gods 

jt widiin her breast: great renown for herself she ivitineth, 
but for thee regret for thy much livelihood. BtU we will D 
-..(, to mir own Link not ml m wtiexc, till she many that man whom 
she will of the Advaeans-' 

\m Tclemachus answered him, ttjfag! 'AotUKHtt, I may 
in no wise thrust forth from the house, ag- ill, the woman 

m nir. that reared me: while as few my rather he it il>road Oft 
the earth, wliether he tie alive or dead. Mortov: 
10 mikt heavy rev ***is I must, i( of mine 

own will I aend my mother .v. I iavt evil i 

at the hand of he; nd some god will give me more besides, 

for my mother will call <kiwn th vngVI as she departs from 

the house, and 1 sli y (hen 1 wil' 

sjaeak this word. Nay. if your own heart, even sours, is if* 

halls, and busy younc ' o«her feastv eating your 

own substance, and > .use- &u 

dertn this a likelier and man's goods 

perish without atnnemrist, then wane ye at ye will: and I will 
upon the everlasting gods, if haply Zeus may grant tliat acts 
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be made: so should yc hereafter perish in the halls 
without atonement.' 

So spake Telemachuv .ind in uuwtf in hi? pram Hid Zeus, of the 
far-borne voice, send forth two eagles in flight, from oft hi; 
the mountain-crest. A while they flew as fleet as the blasts of the wind, 
side by side, with straining of their pinions. But when they had 
now reached the mid assembly, the place of many voices, there they 
wheeled about and flapped their strong wings, and looked down 
upon the hoacti of lO, and destruction wu in tlseir pte. Thrn tore 
they with their talons each the other's checks and neck on every 
side, and so sped to the right across the dwellings and the city of 
the people- And the men marvelled at the birds when they h.id 
sight of them, and pondered in their he-am the things that should 
come to pats. Yea and the old man, the lord Halitherses son of 
Master spake among them, fur Iil- BOOftlled his peers in knowledge 
of bards, and in uttering words of fate. With good-will he made 
harangue and spake among them: 

'Hearken to me now, yc men ot Ithaca, to the word that I shall 
uy: and mainly to the wooers do I show forth and tell these things, 
seeing that a mighty woe i.\ rolling upon them. For Odysseus shall 
not long be away from his friends, nay, even now, it may be, he is 
near, and sowing the seeds of death and t.itc for these men, every 
one; and he will be a harve to many another likewise of us who dwell 
in clear-seen Ithaca. But long ere that falls out let us advise us bow 
we may make an end of their mis ' let them of their 1 

idea nuke an end. for this is the better way for them, as will soon 
be seeo. For I prophesy not as one unproved, but with sure knowl- 
edge U tor him all thu :irc come to pats, 
««vn d him, what time the Argives embarked for I bos, and 
; them went thr <• -em. I aid that after «iro arUk; 
company, unknown to all, in the twen 
1 be should come home. And behold, all these dungs now b 
aa t nd .' 

And Eurymachus, son of Polybus answered him, sayim* 
oow, old man, get thee home and prophesy to thine i !rcn, 

lee haply they suffrr barm hereafter: but herein am 1 a for better 
prophet than thou. How be: t ttsere be many birdi dot ily to and 
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fro under the sun's rays, but all are not buds of fate. Now a* 
Odysseus, he hath pet imqr, as would that thou loo with 

him hsdst been cut off: so would vt thau dm have babbled thus much 
prophecy, nor would.-t thou hound on Tclemachus that is already 
angered, expecting a gift tor thy house, if perchance h< 
ore thee aught. But now wil I speak out. | svord shall 

surely lie aixornplished. If thou tlut knowest much I n of 

dult beguile with words a younger nun, and POUN bin 
indignation, first it shall be a great grief to him: — and yet be t 
count on do aid from these who hear him;— while upon the*, old 
man, we will , that thou mayest pay tt and chafe at h< 

and sore pain shall be 'line. Aistl I myself will give a word d 
counsel to Tclemathus in presence of you .1 I m Luminoud 

his mother to return to her tathcr':. And her kinsfolk will 

furnish a wddiflg fea«, and array the ic, exceeding 

many, ill Uiat sliouM go back \ ulster dearly beloved. I 

ere th 1, I now, Wf moi it rh. u will nor rease from 1 

rough wooing, since, <onie wha 1 not any man, no, 

Tclemachus, full of words though he be, nor soothsaying do we 
heed, whereof tbou, old man, pratest idly, and art hated yet the 
more. His substance KM ihlB be woefully devoured, nor 4 
recompense ever be made, so long as she shall put off the Achaean s 
in the matter <if lsrr marriage; while we in expectation* fmni day 
ID day, vie one with anotl Be of her perfection, nor go 

we alter other women whom it were meet that wc should each 
one wed/ 

.. wise Teicmachus answered him. saying 
ye others, that arr lordly wooers, I entreat )ou no more asneerning 
this iM'i speak thereof, for the gods have knowle-i >ow and 

all the Achaean*, but come, give me a swift ship >ien, 

who shall accomplish for me my voyage to I fcf I Wil 

paru atsd to sandy Pylos to inquire concerniog the return t»f my 

r that is lort^ ny man sliall tell me aught, or 

it 1 may hear the voice from Zeus, that dstefly briogj tit ten. 

It I shall hear news of the life and the ret tuning of my father. 
verily I may endure the wasting for yet a year; but if 1 shall 
that he is dead and gone, let me then return to my own dear country, 
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and pik hit mound, and over it pay burial rites full many as is due, 
and K uill give my mm her to a hn 

So w.tli dut word he sal iuiii down; then in the midst up rose 
he companion of noble Odysseus, He ii was to whom Odys- 
seus, as he departed in the Heel, had given the ef urge over all hat 
house, thai it should obey the old man, and that he should keep all 
thing* sate. With good will he now made harangue and spake 
among theme 

ken to me now, yc men of Ithaca, to the word that 1 shall 
aay. Henceforth let not a-iy sceptred king be kind and gentle « 
all his heart, nor minded to do righteously, hut Id him alway be 
a hard nun and work unrighteousness: fur Iwhold, tl>erc is none 
tiui rerncmbercth divine Odysseus of the people whose lord he was, 
ami was gentle as a father. Howsoever, st is not that I grudge the 
lordly wooers their deeds of violence in the evil devices of tlseir 
heart. For at the hazard of their own beads they violendy devour 
the housrhold of Odysvus, and say of him thai be will come no 
more again. But ! am indeed wroth with ihc rev | -oplc, to 

see how ye all sit thus speechless, and do not cry shame upon (he 
wooers, and put them down, ye that are so many arid they so I 

And Lnacnrus, son or Fvnmd him. saying: 

tnfatuatc, with thy wandering host thou spoken, 

that tallest upoa them to put us down? Nay. ii Is a hard thing to 
fight about a feast, and dttt with men who arc even muie in number 
than you. llsuugh Odysseus of ItJutj himself should come and 
were eager of heart to drive forth from the hail the lordly wooers 
that feast throughout his house, yet should his wife have no joy of 
bis cunuti£. t3iou>-,li she peai oa for him; — but even there should he 
foul rioom, if be bughl iritfa those that outnumbered him; 
thou hast not spoken list as for the people, come oow» 

scatter - each one to his own bods, but Mentor and 

■red tlm | I- 3 ? 11 * f°* tri "Y 3r »" tfiw 

ve fmm nf old. Yr: after all, n 
abide -tnl seek t>i Itaca, and never accumnb&h diss voyage.* 

Thus he spake, and in haste they broke up the asKmbly. So they 
wrre scatterrd each one to his own dwelling, while the wooers 
departed to the house d Uysseus. 
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Then Tcknuchus, going far apart 10 the shore of (he jcj, la 

his hands in die grey tea water, and prayed unto Athene, 

Hear me, thou who yesterday didst com- godhead to our 

house, and badest me go in a ship across the misty teas, to nek 

.urn of my father that is long gone: but all this my 

purpose <Io ihc Achaean* delay, and mainly the wooers in 

naughtiness 01 I -:k.' 

So spake he in prayer, and Athene drew nigh him in the likeness 

•tor, in fashion and in voice, and she spake and hailed him in 

winged words: 

'Telemjchus, even hereafter ihou shall not lie craven uc widest, 
ed tiiuu hast a drop of thy father's blood and a portion of his 
met) an one was he to fulfil both word arid work. Nor, il 
1 his be so, shall thy voyage be vain or unfulfilled. But if thou art 
not the very seed of him and of Penelope, then have 1 no ho( 
thou will accomplish rhy dean Fa , truly, are like 

their I > the more pari .m* mritb )fd * few air I 

the sire. But since thou shall not even hereafter be craven or witless, 
nor hath the wisdom of Odysseus failed thee quite, so is there good 
hope of thine ycniplithl ng d Wherefore now take no heed 

of the counsel or the put pose of ih? senseless wooers, for they are 
in no way wise or just: ».ix>w they aught of death unci li 

which already is close upon them, that the)' »u 

Hut the voyage or thy heart is set shall 

not long be lacking to thee— so faithful a friend of thy failscr am 1, 
who will furnish thee a swift ship and myself be thy companion. 
But go thou to the house, and consort with the wooers, and 

<_orn, and bestow all in vessels, the win- md barley- 

the marrow of men, in well-sewn skins; and i wdl 

gather in the township a crew that otter themselves w There 

are many ships, new in seagirt Ithaca; of tlk hoose 

o«it th thee, and we M and bunch her on 

! dtrp.' 

So spoke Athene, daughter of Zeus, and Tclemachus nude no long 
tarrying, when he had heard the voire of the goddess. He went on 
his way to* house, heavy at I. there he found the 

noble wooers in the lulls, flaying goats and singeing swim in th* 
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And Antinotis i.iughed our and wen; io Teteni 

ped his hand and spake and hailed hi 
Tekmachus, proud of speech and unrestrained in fury, let no evil 
ird any more be in thy heart, nor evil work, but let me see thee 
It and drink as of old. And the Achaean* will make thee ready all 
igs without • if) and chosen oarsmen, that thou may est 

icker to fair Pylrxs, to seek tidings of thy noble father.' 
Then wise Tclcmachu.s answered him, Hying: 'Antinous, in no 
wise tn your proud company can 1 sup in pcacc-and nuke merry 
I a quiet mind. Is it a little thing, ya woocrsj that in time past 
ye wasted many good things of rm while as yet I was a 

ilnkl? But now that 1 .mi a man grown, and learn the story i 
lips of others, and my spirit waxeth wilhin me, I will seek to 
loose upon you evil fates, as 1 may, going either to Pylos for help, 
abiding here in this township. Yea, 1 mil go, nor vain shall the 
voyage be whereof 1 speak; a passenger on another's ship go I, for 
1 am not m Have a ship nor oaxsntn of mine own; so in your wisdom 
•jr have thought it for the better.' 

pake and snatched his hand from out the hand of Antinous, 

md all th^ while the wooers were busy feasting through the 

' they mocked him and sharply taunted him, and thus 

; tf'fw proud youth spoak: 

In very truth Telcmachuj phnnetfi our destruction. He will 

a rescue >m sandy Pylos, or even it may be from 

. so terribly is he sot on slaying us- Or else he will go to 

Lphyra, a fruitful land, to fetch a poisonous drug that he may cast 

wl and make an end uf ill of i 

And again anotlit; auth would vi>: 'Who knows but tlsat 

he himself if he goes hence on the hollow ship, may perish wander- 

tnends, even as Odysseus^ So should we have yet 

ado, for then must we divide among us all his substance, and 

give the hmi«* to his mother to pos* J to him 

rho*oew ihould wnl hrr.' 

So spake they; but Ik- stepped down into the vaulted treamte- 
ciumbcr of h>f Uxlxx, a spacious room, where gold and broi 

tied, and raiment in cotferN and fragrant olive oil in plenty. And 
there stood sweet wine and old, full of the unn 
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tic, ill orderly ranged by die wall, ready if ever Odysseus should 
come home, albcu j! 1 and much pain. AnJ d 

luted doors, the folding doors, were shut, and night and day nitre 
abode within a iL-unc in charge, who guarded m t$ of 

hrr wtulnm, Fajrytlraa, daughter of Opi won of Pciieniir. Tclnn- 
lOS now called her lumlx-r -nd • her, a) 

'Mother, come draw off for me sweet v. >r\ the choicest 

next to that thou keepest mindful ever of that ill -fated one, Odysseus, 

£m seed of Zeus, if perchance he may come 1 know not wh 
having avoided death and the fate*. So fill twelve jars, and i 
each widi hi* lid, and pour ine tut Icy-meal UiMVB d 

and let thetc be twenty measures of the grain of bruised barley-meal. 
Let none know thii but thy self t As for die*e things let * 
be got together; for in the evening I will take them with me, at 
the time thai ray mother hath gone to ber upper clumber ;wd turned 
her thoughts ro sleep, l-o. to Spuria I gu arul to sandy Pylos to seek 
.ugs of my dear father'* return, if haply 1 may hear there* 
So spake he, and the good nurse liunrdua wasled aloud, and 
making lament spake to him winged word*: 'Ah. wherefore, dear 

.i thought arisen in thine hrai 
thou fare over wide lards, tb ■ only child god well- 

bcioved? As for him ' perished, Odysseus of the seed of 

Zeus, fax fiom bis own country in the land of strangers. And yonder 
men, so soon at thou art gone, will devise mischief against :t 
after, that thou rnaycx periih by guile, and they will share among 
the.. hide hen on thine 

own Ian ham no need u\xm the deep unrurvcsied lu sutler 

cidgo wandering.' 

W Tciemachus answered her, laying: Take heart, nurse, 

foe In, this my purpose came not but of a god. But swear to tell no 

word th iy dear mother, till at least it shall be the eleventh 

mi twelfth day from tsrru* near 

ny departure, tlsat so she may not mar her 

TJT5- 

Thus he spa » great oath I 

gods not to reveal it. But when she had sworn and done 
ighrway she drew off thr w -md poured h 
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nol inm weii*sewn skins, and Te-Vmachus departed 10 the 
and cuo«n«l with the woo 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene* turned to other thought*. 
In the likeness of Tclcrruchus she went all through the city, and 
stood by each one of the men and spake he end bade them 

gather at even by the swift ship. Furthermore, she craved a twill 
ship of Novrnon. famous son of Pi id right gladly Ike 

premised 

f the wn sank arwi ali the ways were darkened Then 
length she let drag the swift »hip to the sea and stored within it all 
such : is decked ships carry. And she moored it at the far 

end of the harbour and the good company was gathered together, 
d n!i .ill. 

Then the goddess* grey-eyed Athene, turned to other thoughts. 
She went on her way to the house of divine Odysseus; and t] 
she shed sweet deep upon the wooers and mad* them distraught ti 
ibctr d ips from iheir hands; And they arose 

up to go to rest through W sat they yet a long while, 

tot slumber wai fa : lieir eyelids. Now grey-eyed Athene 

spake unto Tclcraachus, ar.d called him from out the fair-lying 
skins the likeness of Mentor, both in £ash:on and in 

Tetemachus, thy gcodly-grca*ed companions are 
at their tur\ it is th h thry arr 9* hen, let 

go, that we delay them noc lrng from the way/ 

Therewith Pallas Athene led the way quickly, and he followed 
hard in the steps of the goddess. Now when they had come down 
to the ship and \n (be *. und the long-haired youths of the 

corrspuny on the shore; and the mighl Trtemachus spake 

amoug them: 

'Coeoc hhl nds, \c: us carry the corn on board, for all is 

••g ether in the room, and my mother knows nought thereof, 
nor any of the maidens of the house: one woman only heard mj 

Thus he ijwke and led ihr M ureal with \ntiu So they 

I it m the decked ship, accoi be word 

dear son of I imbed the ship, 

aod Athene went before lum. ami behold, ihe sat her down in the 
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stern, and near her ut Telemachu*. And the men loosed the 
hawser* am! da board themselves ,ir.d ut down U|- 

benches. And grc)-cycd Athene sent them a favourable g 
Hid, sin^nf,; over the vvjnc-dark sea. 
And Tderruchu* lit company and bad* them lay 

hands on ilie tackling, and they hearkened to hit call. So they 
raised : N «nd set it in die hole of the cross plank, 

and made it fast with Corcsuys, and hauled up d* white oil 
twiMtxl ropes of oxhide. And the wind filled the belly oi the sail, 
and the dark wave seethed loudly round the stem of the running 
ship, and she fleeted over the wave, accomplishing her path. Then 
I hey made all fan ir. die swift black ship, and «et mixing 
brinimcxl with wine, and poured drink ofTcrinp; to die deathleu 
gods that arc from cvtrl.i sting, and in chief to the grey-eyed daughter 
of Zcitt. So all i ag and through the dawn the ship cl 

way. 



BOOK III 



N'ettor entertain* Telemaehu* at Pylo* ami tells him how the Greek* 
deputed from Troy; and sends him for hinhtr information to Spana. 

NOW the sun feeding to the 

brazen heaven, to give light to the imrnorula and to mortal 
a on the earth, the graiagivcr, and they reached Pylos, 
the stabiished casde of Kekui. There the people were doing sacri- 
fice on the tea shore, slaying black bulls without spot to the dark- 
red god, the shaker of the earth. Nine companies there were; 
and five hundred men sat in each, and in every company tliey held 
nine bulb ready to hand. Just as they had tasted the inner ports* 
and were burning the slices of the thighs on the altar to the god, 
the others were bearing straight to land, and brailed up the sails 
he gallant ship, and moored her, and themselves came forth. 
And Tcleraacbus too stept forth from the ship, and Athene le< ; 
way. And the gov v-eyed Athene, spake Era* to him, saying: 

Ttkmachus. thou needs* not now be abashed, no, not one whit. 
For to this very end didst thou sail over the deep, that thou nughtest 
hear tidings of thy father, even where the earth closed over him, 
and what manner of death he met. But come now, go straight to 
Ncslor, tamer uf hones: let us learn what coun-scl he hod 
secret of his heart. And beseech him thyself that he may give 
unerring answer; and he will not lie to thee, for he is very wise.' 
The wise bus answered, saying: 'Mentor, and how shall 

1 go, how shall I greet Sim, I. who am untried in words of triad 
Moreover, a young nun nu ished to question an elder.' 

Then die god.' -eyed Athene, spake to him Again; Tetcra* 

achui, thou shalt bethink thee of somewhat in thine own breast, and 
somewhat the god will give thee to say. For thou, methinks, of all 
men wen not born and bred without die will of rise pj 
So spake Pallas Athene and led the way q ml he followed 

if the goddets. And they came 10 the gatlscring and 
»s 
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the session of the men of Pylos. There was Nestor seated with his 
sons, and round him hiv company making ready the fea«, and 
roasting some of the firth and ipictii th*j saw 

the auangeis, they MM id clasped their hand 

welcome, and would have them sit down. K n of 

Nestor, drew nigh, and took the bands of each, and nude ttufl 
vi down at the feast on soft fteeces upon the sea sand, besid 
brother Thxasyrneiles and hi* father. And be gBS 
die inner meat, and pnured wine into a golden cup* and pledging 
he spake unto Pallas Athene, daughter of Zeus, lord of the 
aegis: 

'Pray now, my guest, to the lord Poseidon, ev ii his feast 

i>ou hast 
may I'Tcring ai »s sloe, give thy friend sJsq ihc 

cup of honeyed wine to make Q muck as he tot* 

methinks, prayeth to the deathless gods, for all men stand in need 
of the gods. Howfceit he is younger -arr, 

therefore to thee first v c.' 

Therewith he placet! in her hand the c And 

:JlJt 

he had jfiven to her first the chalice c»f ^old. And k. she 

r-d, nnd that instant I v, to 'hr lord Poseidon: 

rth, and grudge not the ful- 
filment nf this labour in answer to ^tor first and 
is sons vouchsafe reno. Jwi grant to al! the proplr 
of P rtdoui recompense for this splendid hecatomb. Grant 
rnr t : Tclcmachiis and 1 may return, wh. c arcoro- 
ptithed that for which we cam with our 
Now n she prayed on while w • 

\od sl>e two-handled cup: 

Mid in like naanner prayed the dear son of Odysseus. Then, wlien 
the others had roaster! pans and drawn them off the q 

they divided the messes and shared the glorious feast. But when 
m the desire of meat lod dnnk, Nertor of 
Gerenia, lord of chtriofl \r among tl 

•Now is thr hrurr tirr» s who 

they are, now that they have h ' A food. Stranger*, 
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are ye? Whence nil vc over the wet ways? On so bic trading 
or at adventure do ■ .en as sea robbers, over the 

Isnnc, tor they wonder at ltaitard of their own lives bcinsjiog bale 
Its alien dm 
Then wise Tclenuchus answer i>d spak* urage, 

Athene herself had put boldness tn his heart, that he might ask 
his father who was afar, and that he might be had in good 
report among men: 

'Nestor, son of Neleus, great glory of the Achaean t, thou askest 
whence we ate, and I will surely tell diee all. We liave come fnrtli 
out of Ithaca that it below Neion; and this our quest whereof 1 
is a matter of mine own, and not of the common weaL J 
after the far spread rumour of my father, if haply 1 may hear 
thereof, even of the goodly steadfast Odysseus, who upon a time. 
say. (ought by thy side and sarkrd ihr rirv of the Trojans. For 
.ill 'Jse others, as many as warred with the Tiujjus. we bear 
udings, and where each one fell by a pitiful death; but even the 
of this man Cronion hath left untold. For none can surely 
the place where he hath perished, wlsether he waa smitten 
by fuemen on trie mainland, or lost upon the deep among the wa*es 
df Amphitiirit Su now am I CMM hnlx;r in ihy knrcs, if txrrciutxr 
thou art willing to tell mc of his pitiful death, as one that saw it 
nwo eyes, or heard the story from tome other wan- 
hn mother bare him to exceeding sorrow. And speak 
O0 soft words sn ruth or pi:y, but tril me plainly what sighr 
didst grt of him. Ahl I pray iher, if ever as all my Either, noUi 
Odysseus, nude promise to thee of word or work, and fulfilled 
the same in the land of the Trojans, where ye Achaeana suffered 
aAction; these things, 1 pray thee, now remember and tell m* 
truth,' 

Then Nestor of Gesenis, lord of chariots, answered him: 'My 
friend, since lliou hast he ought w k to mi ml, hehttld, this 

\k woe which we endured in thai land, we sons of 
the Arhsrans, unrestrained i and of all that we bore in 

wanderingi after sp h our ships over the misty deep, 

\ led; and d war round the mighty 

burs* c ihrre the best of us were slain. Tlirre 
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lie* valiant Aias, and there Achillea, and there Patroclos, the peer 

lie gods in counsel, and there my own dear son, strong and 
nohle, Antilochuv thjr excelled in sfteed of foot and in lite f'i. 
And many other ills we suffered beside these; who of mortal men 
could tell the talcr Nay ncne, though rhou wen to abide here for 
five years, ay and (or six, and ask of iD the b the goodly 

Achaeanc then endured. Ere all was told thou wouldu he weary 
and rara to thine own country. For nine whole years we were busy 
;ibuui litem, devising their luin with J\ manner of tuft; and v 
did Cronion bring it to pass. There never a man durst match 
with him in wbdom, for goodly Odysseus very far outdid the rest 
in all manner of craft. Odytseus thy father, if indeed thou an 
ton,— amazement comet upon me as I lixik at ibee: for verily iliy 
speech is like unto his; nunc would say that a younger nun would 
speak »o like an cider. Now look you, all the while th 
and goodly Odysseus were there, we never spake diversify either 
in the assembly or in the council, but always wore of one mind, 
and advised the Argives with understanding and sound counsel, 
how all might be for the very best. But after we had jacket! 
vtev: id departed it liad 

scattered dk? Achaean** even then d:d Zeus dev \tc in kid heart a 

il NCttfaiflf for the At wise were they all 

crcet or just. Wherefore many of them met with an ill faring by 
reason nf the deadly wra'h of ihr . the tfaogl 

of tlie mighty sire, who set dchace between the MO tun* of Aircvs. 
illed to the gather. the Achaean*, 

recklessly and out of order, against the going down of the sun; and 
lo, the sons of the Achaean* came heavy wiiii 

idac spake out an<l told tin- tsied 

the host. Then verily MYi irged *H th- be- 

think them of returning over the broad he sea, I 

sort did be please Agamemnon, whose desirv was to keep back 
the host and to oiler Inly hecatombs, that so he might appease that 
dread wrath of Athene. Fool I for he knew not • she was 

nrvrr to be won; for the mind gods is not lightly 

ncd to repentance. So these twain stood i 

'he goodly jercaved Achaean* sprang up with a wondrous din. 
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twofold counsels found favour among them. So that one nigh: 
rested, thinking hard things against each other, for Zeus was 
for us a ruinous doom. But in the morning, we of the 
prt drew our ships to the fair sale sea, and put aboard our 
and the low-girdled Trojan women. Now one half die 
abode steadfastly there with Agamemnon, son of Atreus, 
phcrd of the how; and half of us embarked and drare to sea and 
tJn ships failed, for a god made smooth the sea with the 
s thereof. And when we came to Tenedos, we did sacrifice 
the gods, being eagef fur the home-ward way; hut Zeus did not 
| ose our rctun i was he, that roused once more 

evil urxfc among us. Then some turned bock their curved 
and went their way, even the company of Odysseus, the wise and 
manifold in cotinwl, once again showing a favour to Agamemnon, 
■in of Atrrusy But 1 fled nn with the squadron rh.i: follnwrd me, 
I knew how now the god imagined mischief. And the warlike 
of Tydcus fled and roused his men thereto. And late in our 
came Mcnekius of the fair hair, who found us in Lesbos, 
about the long voyage, whether we should go sea-ward 
craggy Chios, by the isle of Psyria, keeping the isle upon our 
left, or inside Chios past windy Minus. So we asked the god to 
r us a sign, and a sign he declared to us, and bade us cleave a 
across the middle sea to Euboea, that we might flee the swiftest 
from sorrow. And a shrill wind arose and blew, and the ships 
most fleetly tner the teeming ways, and in the night they touched 
Geraestus. So there we ucrified many thigh* of bulb to Poseidon, 
U* joy th.it wc had measured out so great a stretch or; sea. It was 
fourth day when the company of Diomcdc, son of Tydcus, 
of horse*, moored their gallant ships at Argos; but I held on 
Pyiot, and the breeze was mw quenched from the hour that 
god sent it forth to blow. Even so I came, dear child, without 
nor know 1 aught of those others, which of the Acrucios 
were saved and which were lost. But all that I hear tell of as I sit 
our halls, thou shall learn as it is meet, and 1 will hide nothing 
rfv .. they say, came the Myrmidons the wild spears- 

whora the famous son of high-soulcd Achilles led; and safely 
the glorious son of Poias. And Idcmcncus brought all 
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his company lo Crete, all that escaped the war, and from him the 
sea gal none. And of the son of A'.npuscvrn you bftVC beard, 

far apart though ye dwell, how he came aod how Acgisthus 
devised hu evil end; but vent/ he himtcli paid a terrible reck- 
So good a thing k is (hat a ton of the dead should Hill be Ich, even 
2% that son al«> took vengeance oo the slayer of his father, guileful 
Aegisthus who view his tairi" I I I tba ■ • -. my friend, for 

I see thee very comely and tall, be valiant, that even men unborn 
may praise tliee.' 

And uiw 1 ekmachus answered him, end said: 'Nestor, son of 
s great glory of lb and indeed he avenged 

himself, and the Ad -jail noiv 

nay licar who are ret fn: wuld clothe 

me with such strength as his, that I might take vengeance on the 
wooers for their cruel transgression, who wantonly dctise against 
me infatuate deedsl Bui Use gods have woven for me the web of 

Cor me or ire. But now I must in UT 

endure it.* 

Then Nestor of ( I nark**, made answer: "IVor 

friend, seeing thou dost call these things to my remembnuu 

it many wooers for thy mother's hand 
plan mischief within the halls in thy despite. Say, dost thou wiU- 

I oppression, or do the people through da 
lute thee, obedient to itie voice of a god? Who knows but thai 
Odysseus may some day come and requite their violence, cither 
himself aione or all the host of the Achaean* with him? Ah. 
grey-eyed Athene were inclined to love thee, as once tin* cared 
exceedingly for the renowned Odysseus in die land of the Trojans, 
where we Achaean* were »re aflkactl,— for nerej yet havr I wen 
the gods show forth such manifest line, aa then did Pa 
standing manifest by him.- -if she would be pleased so to love thee 
and to care for thee, then might certain of them cleaa torget their 
marriage.* 

And wise T* Lm, saying: 'Old man, in no 

win n • word be acca^mplishrd. This ii a hard 

of dune, awe comes over me. Not for my bopea th 
i*S rvx even if the gods so willed it.' 
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Then ike goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake to him again: Teh 
acbuv what word hath escaped the door of thy lips? Lightly ought 
a god, it so he would, bnng a nun safe home even (torn afar. 
Rather myself would 1 have travail 2nd much pin ere 1 came home 
and saw the d*y of my returning, than come bock and straightway 
on my own hearih-stone, even as Agamemnon perished by 
guile at the hands of bis own wife and of Aegisthus. But lo you, 
death, wh&ch is common to all. the very gods cannot avert even 
from lite man the)* love, when the ruinous doom shall bring him km 
of death that lays men at their length.' 

And wise Trsemachus answered hrr, saying: 'Mentor, no longer 
c-11 of these things, sorrowful though wc be. There is none 
assurance any more of his returning, but already haw the deathless 
gods devised for him death and black fate. But now I would ques- 
tion Nestor, and ask him of another nutter, as oo» who above all 
men knows judgment and wisdom: for thrice, men say, he hath 
hern king through the generations of men; yea. like an imnsoiul 
he seems to me to look upon. Nestor, son of NeJcux, now tell un- 
true: how died the son cf At reus, Agamemnon of the wide domain ? 
Where was Menelms? What death did crafty Aegisthus plan for 
fi that he killed a man more valiant far than he? Or n > 
Mrnebuv riot in Argrn uf At haia hut wandering ehrwlsrre among 
men. and tha; other took heart and slew Agamemnon?' 

*lnen Nestor of Gcrenia, lord of chariots, answered him: *Yca 
now, my child, K will tell thee the whole truth. Verily thou guessest 
aright tven of thy«r!f l*iw things would have fallen our, if Menc- 
laut of the fair luir, tlse son nf Aircus, when hi- came hack from 
Troy, had found Aegisthus yet alive in the lulls. Then even in his 
death would they not have heaped the piled earth over him, but 
dogs and fowls of (he air would have devoured him as be lay on 
the piam iir from the town. 1 Nor would any of the A : 
women ha*c bewailed him; so dread was the deed he contrived. 
Now we sal in leaguci there, achieving many adventures; but he 
"i peace in tl Argos, the paaureiand of horses, 

spoke her, to the wife of Agarnemnon, Verily 

at the fust site would none of the foul deed, tlse fair CI; 

1 teadinf i#-«x t. I 'Kmm. »**h rat be ffs^ 
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for she had a good undctvanrling. Moreover, there wat with Iter a 
min«rd ; whom (he son of Atreus larged a* he went to 

Troy to have a ore ot hiv n at last the doom of the 

goda bound her 10 ha iuii, ilu i did Aegisthua. -uel 

10 a lonely isle, and Jcft him there to he the prey and spoil of birds; 
while as for her, he led her to hi* house, a wi'i ha 

mg lady. And he burnt many thigh slices upon the holy altars of 
the gods, and hung up many offerings, woven-worlc and gold, teeing 
that he had accomplished a great deed, beyond all hope. Now we, 
1 say, were sailing together on our way from Troy, the son of Acreus 
and I, as loving friends. But when we had reached holy Sunium. 
the headland of Adv.- Phoebus Apollo dew the pilot of 

Menelaus with th> n of his gentle shafts, as he held between 

his hands die rudder of tl even Pfaontis, son of 

or, who excelled the tribes of men 
the storm-winds were hurrying by. Thus wtl Mcndaus holden 
there, though eager for th I he might bury his friend and 

pay the last rites over him. But when he in hi; tur | over 

the wine-dark sen in hollow shape, reached in swift course rise steep 
mount of Males, then k w. it of the far -borne voice devised 

a baleful p il id shed upon them die breath of the duill wr 
and great swelling wares arose like unto n There sun- 

dered be the flee hereof he brought nigb to 

Crete, where the Cydonians dwelt about the streams of lardanuv 
. a certain chrT, smooth and sheer to w a r ds the sea, on 
I Gofftyn« in tba misty oVi i :hW« 

Wind drives a great w.i ^ the left headland. 

Phaestus, and a little rock keeps hack the mighty water. Tii. 
came one part of the fleet, and the men scarce escaped destruct 
but the ships were broken vave* against the rock] 

those other five darkprowed ships the win; bar* 

artdhron. ius Menelaus, gathering ran 

hood and go! inrlcring there wk] men of 

strange speech, and even th *itu3 work at 

home. And for seven years be ruled over Mycenae, r*!; fier 

he slew 'rus, and the people were subdued unto him. 

Bui in the eighth )rar came upon him goodly Orestes back from 
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A'hens to be his banc, and slew the slayer of hi* father, guileful 
Aegisthus, who killed his famous sire. Now when he had slain 
him, he made a funeral feast 10 the Arrive* over his hateful mother, 
and over the craven Aegiuhus. And on the selfsame day there 
came u> ! Liun of the ttxicl war-cry. hri iuch trcauur, 

even all the freight of his ship*. So thou, my friend, wand I not 
long far away from home, leaving thy subsar.cc behind thee and 
men in thy house so wanton, lest they divide and u-icrlv devour all 
thy wealth, and thou vhalt have gone on a vain journey. Rather I 
mand thcr to go to Mcnrlaus, for bfl bath tatty DOBM 
from a strange country, from the land of men whence none would 
hope in his hear? to return, whom once the storms have driven 
wandering into so wide a sea. Thence not even the birds can make 
their way in the space of one year, so great a sea it is and terrible. 
But go now with thy ship lb thy company, or if diou hast 

a mind :o fare by land. I have a cluriot and horses at thy vc; 

; ons to do thy will, who will be thy gu;dcs to goodly 
Lacedaemon, where b Mcnclaus of the fair hair. Do thou thyself 
entreat him, that be pa thee unerring answer. He will not 

: be k very wis*/ 

Him hr <pakc. and iht ma wvm r!own and darkness came op. 
Then the goddess, grcy<yed Athene, spike jniuog them, saying: 
Tea, old nun, thou hast told all this thy tale aright. But come. 
an up the tongue* of the lie wine, that we may 

pour forth before Poseidon and the other deathless gods, and so 
may bethink us of slev 1 the hour for sleep. Fur already has 

the light gone beneath the west, .irid it is not seemly to ait long at 
he gods, bat to be going home- 1 

So spake the daughter of Zeus and they hearkened to her voice. 
And the henchmen poured water over their hand--, tad pages 
Ofrwned rbr mixing howls wit] tnd served out the wine to 

ill. after they had first poured to: cup in turn; 

Land tiiey cut the tongues upon the fire, an! stood up an 
the drink-otlering thereon. But when they had poured forth and 
had dr r heart's content, Athene and godbke Tesero- 

Achus were both set on n*un the hollow ship; but > 

would have stayed them, and accoucil tlsem, saying: 'Zeus forfrnd 
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nd all the other deathless gods, that ye should depart from 
house to the iwit i the dwelling of one that i 

without raiment nc a nocdy man, who hatr 
many in hi* house whereon lo Jeep softly, lit* <« his guest*. Nay 
not so, I have rugs and bir bLiaket* by me. Ktvtf, n. >hall 

the dear son ■ of Odysseus, by him down upon the 

ship's deck, while as yet I am alive, and my children alter me arc left 
in my hall to entertain strangers, whoso may chance to tome to 
house.' 

Then tl>c goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake to him again: 'Yea, 
herein hast thou spoken arir.hr 'hex; and Tekmachus may 

well obey thee, for before all tilings this ts meet. Behold, he shall 
now deport « hat he may deep in thy halls; at for me I will 

go to the black ship, clot I may cheer my company and tell them all. 
For I avow me to be the one elder among them; tissue others are but 
younger men, who follow tor love of him, all of them of like age 
with the high-souled mv There will 1 lay me down by 

the black hollow ship this nagfat; hu- in t*M morning 1 will go to 
the Cat igh of heart, where somewhat of mine is owing to 

me, no small debt nor o by. But do thou *• 

his way wiii, and thy un, since hr ! le to thy 

hoi ft him horses the lightest of foot and chief in strength.* 

Tlierewith grey-eyed Athene deporfd ;n the sembbisce of a sea- 
eagle: and amazement fell on all tlut saw it, and the old ma' 
rnarvi*tli«d when hii i \nd lie tool the hand of 

Tel« ind spake and hailed him: 

'My friend, tnethinks that thou wilt in no sort be a coward and 
a wi thy youth the gods thus follow with thee 

to be thy guides. For truly this is none other of those who kcep 
the mansions of Olympus, tare < Etas, the 

' the spoil, the maiden T I -he thai honoured thy 

good father loo among the Argivcs. Nay h \ queen, and 

vouchsafe a goodly (ami to nv . even to me and to my sons and to 
mv wife revered. AnJ I la turn will saenrke to thee a yearling 
heifer, broad of brow, unbroken, which roan new yet 
beneath the yoke. Such an one will I utter tu thee, and gild her 
Isorns with gold-* 
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Even so he spake in prayer, and Pallas Advene beard Jura. Then 
Nestor of Gercnia, lord of chariots, led them, even bis sons and the 
huaoands of his daughters, to his own fair house. But when they 
had reached this prince's famous halls, they sac down all orderly 
on seats and high chairs; and when they were come, the old mm 
cd well for them j bowl I now in the 

eleventh m the vintaging the lsouacwife opened, and ui 

loosed the String that tastened the Ld. The old roan let mix a bowl 
thereof, and prayed instantly to Athene as he poured forth 
her, even to the daughter of Zeus, lord of the aegis. 

ftcr ihcy h.id prxirrd fnnh anr! had drunken tn iheir bean's 
content, thcic went each one to hit own lotm to fio down to rest. 
But Nestor of Gercnia, lord cf chariots, would needs have T< 
achus, son of divine Odysseus, to sleep there on a jointed bedstead 
beneath the echoing gallery, and by him Peiu stratus of d 
ashen spear, leader of men, who alone of his tons was yet unwed ii 
his lulls. As for him lie slejn within the iiunuvt chamber of tl 
lofty house, and the lady his wife arrayed for him bedstead ai 

bedding 

So soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, Nestor of 
Gercnia, lord of chariots, gat him up from his bed, and he went 
far*"' Him down upon the smooth stones, which were before 

lolly doors, all polished, wine and glistening, whexeon Kett-us 
sal of old, in counsel the peer uf the gods. Howbcit. stricken by fate. 
be had ere now gone down to the house of Hades, and today Ni 
us turn sac 'Jiexeoa, warder of the Achaeans, with 
statf in hi s hands. And about him his two sons were gathered and 
come together, issuing fnim their dumlwTS, Fxliephran arul Stratiut, 
and Perseus and Arctus and the godlike Thrasymedes. And 
and last came ihc hero I'cisistratus. And they led godlike T< 
aches and set him by their sidi stor of Gercnia, lord 

durst' -irnong them: 

•*ish my desire, that first of 

Athene. whu i-:iw to me tn v ml lie 

presence to the rich feast of the god. Nay then, let one go to the 

die may come as soon as may be, and that the 
neat-herd may drive her: and let another go to the black ship of 
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high-souled Tctemachus to bring all his company, and let him leave 
two m tod Id oik again bid Laerces the goldsmilh locome 

hither dut he may gild liic horns oC the heifer. And ye others* 
abide ye here together and speak to the liandmaul iiat 

make ready a banquet through our famous lulls and fetch seats 
:o set about the allar, and bring dear water.* 

Thus he spake and lo, they all Iijtfenetl to ilse work. The Iwir* 
she came from the field, and from the swift gnllan nt the 

company of gi >1 Tclcmnchu i:h came holding in 

his hands his cuolt, the insirumenis of I id hammer 

and well-n nvidi he wrought the gold; Athene 

too canir i 

ind Use other 1 it skilfully, and gilded therewith t 

horns of the heifer, that the goddess might Ik* fclad at tht 
of her fair offering. And Stratius and goodly Echephroo I 
heifer by the horns. And Aretus came forth from the chamber 
bearing water i Is in a luiin of flav 

and in the other hand he held d 

Thrasyrncdcs, steadfast in ihc battle* stood by holding in his hand 
a sharp axe, ready to smite the heifer. And Perseus held the dish 
for the blood, and the eld m ; d chariots, performed 

the first rite of the washinsj of hands and the sprinkling of the 
meal, and he prayed iristandy to Atlseiie ;in lie began 
into the fire the lock from the head of the victim. 

Now when they had d the sprinkled 

straightway the & 'or, gallant Thrasymedes, stood by 

struck the blow; and lb red the tendons of Use dcv I 

loosened the might of tbl I cifrr ; god I their cry, 

the daughters and the sons* wives and tht -verod of Nestor* 

Eurydicc, eldest ol the daughters of Oymcnus. And now the* 
tlsc victim's head from the w I earth* and I . while 

Peisistratus, leader of men, cut the thrust. And after the black 
had gushed forth and I ly they 

hi all dulv, 

the same in Use fat, f <l uw 

flesh thereon. So that old man burnt then wood, and 

d over them the rv ig men held 

Jt the five-pronged in > 



LAUUlg 

grain, 

k and 
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quite consumed and they had caned the inner part*, they cut the 
tm up small and spitted and roasted it, holding the thorp SpitJ in 
l heir hands. 
Meanwhile she bathed Telcnuchu* even fair Polycaste, the 
ingest daughter of Nestor, son of NcJeus. And after she had 
him and anointed turn with olive oil, ar.d cost about him a 
It mantle and a doublet, lie came forth from the h' 
gods. So he wen: and nt bin dr. 
epberd of the people. 

J roasted the outer fiesh, and drawn it of! the 

they sat oW toasting, and honourable men waited 

on them, pouring wine into the golden cup*. But when they had 

from them the d meat ami Neaor of Geienia, 

of chariots, first spake among them : 

"Lo now, my son, yoke for Tdcmichus horses with flowing mane 

lead them beneath the car, that he may get forward on his 

Ewi so he spake, and they gave good heed and hearkened; and 
they yoked the swift horses beneath the chariot. And tlie 
that kept the stores placed therein corn and wine and dainues, 
such as princes eat, the fosterlings of Zeus. So Tclcnuchus stepc up 
into the goodly car, and w-.th him Peiustratus son of Nestor, leader 
men, likewise climbed the c*r and grasped the reins in his hands, 
he touched the horses with the whip to start them, and nt t 
loth the pair ilew towards the plain, and left the steep ciudel of 
So oil day long they swayed the yoke they bore upon their 

Now the run sank and all the ways were darkened. And they 
Pherae, 10 the bouse of Dioclea. son of Orulochus, the c 
of Alphcuu There the) rested for the night, and by them 
kc set the entertainment o! strangers. 
Now so soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, they 
the horses and m oun ted lbs it -.bid car. And foidi they drav* 
the gateway an- ing gallery, and Peiastratus tou 

tsoru tan them, and die pair new onward 

th. So they came to the wheat-bearing plain, and 
pressed toward the end: in such wise did the swift 
speed forward. Now the sun sank and all the ways were 



id thersoe- 
rih horses 



BOOK IV 

(U. whet . (His htm nhat 

befeil many ««ti on thetr retui mi with 

pso in the nlc Ojjyjpa, as be was told by Prei' 

AND tbcj come to Liccdacraon lying low among the eavcrned 

/-\ billv, and drave 10 the dwelling of renowned Mesubai 

JL JL Him they foi D his house to many friends 

of hit kin, a fe:i« feir 'he wedding cif his ooblfi v*i ami daue.l 

llis daughtei Boding to the son i i i>f thi 

: men, for in "I <st h.td promised and < lanti i to 

d now the gods were bringing about (heir marriage. 

So now he was speeding her oo her way with chariot and horses* 

to the famous the MyrmioVi *rd bare 

rule. And for his son lie was bringing to hit horr 

-.it of Sparu, I og Mcgaj 

borr vc woman, for the gods no more showed promise of 

seed n the thy that she bar-- child, Hermione. 

as fair as golden Aphrodite. So they « through the 

ultcd hall, the neighbours and the kinsmen of renowned 

rig to the lyre, and as lie brgnn the song two tumlslcrs in the 
company whirled ihrou: ro. 

•iwhile thotB twain, the hero 1 
son :, nude hah It the entry of the gate, they and ihnr 

horses. And i 1st lord Hieonrtis came forth an 
squire of renown us; and he went through the palace tn 

bear the tidtnp J of the people, and staiuiing near 

spake to him winged w> 

Jaus, fosterling of Zeui, here are two strangers, whomever 
they be, two men like to the lineage of great %- we 

Incne il.rii swift horses from under uSr yoke, nr send tlsem onward 
to some other liost who shall nsrivc them kindly?' 

i 4 ¥U rv- 
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Then in sore displeasure spake to him Menelaus of the fair hair: 
'Eieoocus son of Bucthous, truly tl*>u vren not a fool aforetime, 
but now for this once, like a child thou talkest folly. Surely our- 
selves me much hospitable cheer of other men, ere wc twain came 
hsther, even if in time to come Zeus haply give us rest from 
tion. Nay go, unyoke (he horse* of the strangers, and as for the 
men, lead them forward to the house to feast with us.' 

So spake be, and Etconeus hasted frt*n the hall, and called 
other ready squires to folio v, an. So they loosed the sweating 

horses from beneath the yoke* and fastened them at the stalls 
the horses, and threw beside them spelt, and therewith mixed whil 
barley, and tilted the chariot against the faces of the gate- 

way, and led the men into the hall divine. And they beheld and 
marvelled as they gazed throughout the palace of the king, the fos- 
terling of Zeus; for there was a gleam as it were of sun or moon 
through the lofty palace of renowned Menelaus. But after they had 
fazed their fill, they went to the polished baths and bathed them. 
Now when die maidens had bathed them and anointed them with 
olive oil, and cast about them thick cloaks and doublets, they sat 
do chairs by Menelaus. son of Atreus. And a handmaid hare water 
for the hands in a goodly golden over, and poured it forth over 
a silver basin to wash withal; and to their side she drew a polished 
table, and a grave dame bore food and vt it hy then 1 ii|x>n 

the board man> . giving freely of such thins; :-.ad by 

hex, and a r cd and placed by them planers of divers kinds 

of flesh, and nigh them be sec golden bowls. So Menelaus of the 
fair hair greeted the twain and spake: 

Taste ye food and be glad, and thereafter when ye hare supped, 
we will ask what men ye arc; for the blood of your parents is nix 
lost in you, but v. are of tin tnefi that are sceptred 

the fosterlings of Zeus; for no churls could beget sons like . 

So spake be, and took and set before them the tat oxchine roasted. 
which they had given him as hi* own mess by way of honour. 
they stretched forth their hands upon the good cheer set before 
them. Now when they had ; [hem the desire of meat and 

i clemachus spake to the son of Nestor, holding his head dose 
to ham, that those others might not hear: 
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"ion r, delight of ray heart, mark ihc flashing of bronxe 

through the echoing ball lg of gold and of amber 

1 silver and of ivory. Such like, methinks, is the court of 

Olympian ZetU within, for the world of thiogl that are here; wonder 

comes over mc as 1 look ihcrcon.' 

And as he spake be fair hair was ware of him, am 

licc spake to them winged words: 
'Children di ruth no one of mortal men may conn 

with Zeus, for hi* m insions and are cverlaoii 

of men there- may Ik- who *ill vie with DM e ma; 

he none. Vco, for after n c and wanderings manifold, I 

brought my wealth home in ships and in the eighth year came 
hither. I roamed over Cyprus and Phoenicia and Egypt, and reached 
the Acthiopians a-. ns and Eremln and Libya, where lambs 

are horned from the birth. For there the rw bin 

the full drck ; ihere neither lord nor shepherd lackcth aught 

Boh or of sweet milk, bi he (locks yield store of 

milk cor.ti 11. I. While I was yet roaming in those lands, gathering 
BUldl lixelibood, meantime another slew my brotl*er privily, at 

•**] wife. Thus, look you, I haw 
joy uf in among thrsr my possessions: and ye a- 

havc heard hereof from your fathers, whosoever they be, for I have 
red much and let a house go to ruin that was stablished fair, 
and had m it much choice mbatai .• [ iffvxdd rjuj| 1 1 ui 

port of thuie my riches, and dwek in my halls, and tlut tho»e m« 

who perished 1 1 ud of Troy, 

from Argot, the pasturebnd uf burses. Hawhrh, though I tx 
them all and sorrow oftentimes as 1 sit in our halUr- «whtle indeed 
I satisfy my soul with lamentation, and then again I cease; for soon 
hath man enough of chill Lamentation— yet 1 make 

no such dole, despite my griff, as for one only, who causes 
10 k;aihe both sler; tt, when 1 think upon ; 

of tin as Odysseus toiler! 

but to him it was n 

-e, so lung he is alar, nor know 
'ive or dead. Yea methinks they lament 
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even thai old Laertes and the constant Feaekpc Jnc! Tdemachus 
whom he left a child new-born in his bouse.* 

So spake he, and in the heart of Tclcmachus he stirred a yearning 
to Umenr hii : d at hit father"* name he let a tear fall from 

tyrluU tn the ground, and held up his purple mantle with 
both hi* hands before hi* eye*. And Mt- narked 

aud mined in hii mind and his heart whether he should leave 
hirn to speak of his father, or first question him and prove him 
to every word. 

While yet he pondered these things in his mind and in his heart, 
Helen came forth from her frag mis 

be goWcn irra I her came Adraste and vet for her 

the well-wrought chair, and Aldppt bare a rug of soft wool, and 
Phylo bare a sdver basket which Alcandre gave her, the wife of 
Polyhut, who dwelt in Thebes of Egypt, where is the chief est store 
of wealth in die houses. He gave two silver baths to Nfenelaus, 
and tripods twain, and ten :alrrusof gnld. And be-sidrs all this, hit 
mU bestowed on Helen \<y •• dot S did she give, 

and a silver fa h wheels beneath, and the rim* thereof were 

finished with gold. This it was '.ha*, the handmaid Phylo bare and 
set beside her, filled with dressed yarn, and across it was laid a 
distaff charged with wool of tiolet blue. So Helen sat her down in 
the chair, and beneath xrtstoul far tlie feet. And anon she 

spalr to hrr lord and questioned him of each i! 

'Menelaus, fosterling o: Zeus, know wc now who these men avow 

themselves to be th.it have come under our roof? Shall 1 dissemble 

or dull 1 speak the truth? Nay, 1 am minded to te'.t ie, I 

have I ever yet seen jo like another, mm n wuimiu wijuthi 

over mr as I look on bin — as this man is like the son of 

is, Telemaclius, whom he lelt a new-born 

bouse, when for the sake of me, shameless woman that 

liacans came up under Troy with bold war in your 

And MeneTiiM of the fnir h.iir answered hrr, saying: "Now I 

:k the likeness even as thou tracest it. For such as these 
wer- lands, and the glanc yes, and his 
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head, and his hair withaL Yea, and even now I wis speaking of 
Odysseus, at I remembered him, oi all his woeful travail for my 
sake; when, lo, be let fall a bitter tear beneath hit brows, and held 
his purple cloak up before his eyes." 

And Posbtratin. ion of Nestor, answered him, saying : 'Meorlaut, 
eon of Atroo, fosterling of Zeus, leader of the host, assuredly this 
is the son of that very man, even as thou sayest. But he is of a sober 
wit, and thinketh it shame in bis heart as on this hit rim corning to 
make show of presumptuous words in the presence of thee, in whose 
voice we twain delight as in thr voice of ' (orl Moss Nestor of 
Gerenia, lord of chariots, sent me forth to be his guide on the way: 
for be desired to see thee that thou mightcst put into his heart some 
word or work. For a son hath many griefs in his halls when his 
m is away, if perchance he hath none to stand by him. Even so 
k is cow with Telernachus: his father is away, nor hath he others 
in the township to defend hirn from dim 

And Mend jus of the fair hair answered him, and said: *Lo 
in good truth there has come unto my bouse the son of a friend 
indeed, who for my sake endured many adventure*. And I thought 
to welcome him on bis coming more nobly than all the other 
Argivet, if but Olympian Z«?us, of the fW-borrie voice, had vouch- 
safed us a return over t]se sea fa ifl ships,— that such a tl 
should be. And in Argos I would have given him a city to dwell 
in, and stablishcd for him a bouse, and brought him forth from 
Ithaca with his substance and his son and all his people, making 
one city desotat* of tl>< ' and are io mine own do- 
main. Then ofttime* would we have held convert i nought 
would have parted us, the welcoming and the vreJcomedV ere the 
block cloud of death overshadowed us. Howsoever, the god himself, 
methinks, must have been iealous hereof, who from that hapless man 
alone cut off his returning.' 

Sn i pa Ice he, and in the hearts of all he stir red the desire of 
tatkxi. She wept, even Argive Helen the daughter of Zeus, and 
Tcksnachiu wept, and Mcnclaus the son of Atrcus; nay, nor did the 
son of Nestor keep tearless eyes. For he b eth ou ght him io 

tff^ya ASinct of BjAmI CrfWjx h*i «UENnJ id u thai +Mm > < 
nrmakm* An Uie urficLuvts. tad d*cx*r mfc«««J> Ac furis ol boK as4 <f 
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of noble Antilochus, whom the glorious son of the bright Dawn had 
slain. Thinking upon him he spake winged vooi 

*Soo of Atrcus, the ancient Nestor in his own halls was ever wont 
to fay thar thou wen wise beyond man s wisdom, whensoever we 
made mention of thee and asked enc another concerning thee. And 
now, ii it be possible, be persuaded by me* who for one have iki 
pleasure in weeping at supper time — the new born day will right 
soon be upon U . ideed that 1 deem it blame at all to weep 

for any mortal who hath died and met his fate. Lo, this is now the 
onry due we pay to miserable men, to cut the bail Mad In the tear 
fall from the check. For 1 too hare a brother dead, nowise the mean- 
est ot the Argivcv and thou art lik ■ known htm, for as for 
me 1 never encountered him, never beheld him. But men so 
Antikxhus outdid all, being excellent in speed of toot and in the 
fight/ 

And Menelaus at (he fair hair answered Siins, and said: "My 
friend, lo, thou bast said all that a wise man might say or do, yea, 
and an elder than thou;— for from such a sire too thou art sprung, 
wherefore thou dost even speak wisely. Right easily known ii that 
mans seed, for whom C ronton weave* the skein d hrirhl and 

at birth* even as now hath he granted prosperity to Nestor for ever 
for all his days, that he himself should grow into a smooth old age in 
his halls, and his sons moreover should be wise and the beat of 
spcajsraen. But we will cease now the weeping whkh was crcwhile 
made, and Ik us once more bethink us of our supper, and lee them 
pour water over our hands. And again in the morning there will be 
tales for Tesesnaclius and nit: to tell uue to the other, men to the end.* 

So spake he, and Asphalioo poured water over their hands, the 
ready squire of renowned Menelaus. And they put forth their hands 
upon the good cheer spread before them. 

Then Helen, daughter of Zeus, turned to new thoughts. Presen tl y 
sis* cast a drug into the wine whereof they drank, a drug to lull all 
pain and anger, and En nig torgctfulness of every sorrow. Whoso 
should drink a draught thereof, when it is mingled in the bowl, on 
that day he would let no tsar fall down his checks, not though his 
mother and his father died, not though men slew his brother or 
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dear son with ihti sword bciore his face, and his own eyes beheld it. 
Medicines of such virtue and n helpful had the daughter of Zeus, 
which Polydjmna, the wife of Thon, had given her, a woman of 
Egypt, where earth the grain-giver yields herbs in greatest plenty, 
many that ore heading i: >. and many baneful. There cilIs 

man is a leech .ikilleil Ixyond .ill human kind; yea, fur the> 
the race of Paccon. Now after she had cast in the drug and bidden 
pour forth of the wine, she made answer once if spake unto 

her lord: 

'Son nf A* reus, M<*n.*l.im, fiwarriing nf Zriw, and ftORS of 

noble men. forasmuch as now to one and now to another Zcu* p 
good and evil, for to him all thing* are possible,— now, verity, 
ye down and feast in the halls, and take ye joy in the udli 
and I will tell you one that fits the time. Now all of them I could 
not tell or number, so many as were the adventures of Odysseus of 
ibe hardy heart: but, ah, what a deed v, -tight and dared 

ia hii hardiness in the land of the Trojans, where yc Achacans suf- 
fered afflict;: a. 1 Ic subdued his body with unseemly stripes, and a 
sorry covering be cast about his shoulders, and in the fashion of a 
-n into In* wid*w»y«d city of the focmen, and 
nlf in iho guist ol another, a beggar, though in i 
such an one was he a; the ships of (he Ad I semblance 

he passed into it the Trojans, and they wist not who he wi 

and I alone knew him in that guise, and I kept questioning h I 
in his subtlety he avoided me. But when at last I was about washing 
him udl 

and n t-ai cuih Bid Odysseus amid the Trojan 

ere he reached the swift ships and the huts, even then he told me 
al the purpose of the Achaean*. And after slaying many of the Tro- 
jans with die long sword, he returned to the Argives and brought 
back word again of all Then the other Trojan women wept aloud, 
but my soul was gl ready my hr.:< n ncd to go back 

again even to my home : and now at the last I groan* 
ness that Aphrodite gave me, when she led me thither 

I and my bridal chami 
my Ir ked not aught whether for wisdom or yet for beauty.* 

And Mendaus of the answered bcr, saying: r VeriIy all 
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this ule, lady, thou hast duly told. Ere oow have I learned the coun- 
sel And the thought of many heroes and travelled over many a land, 
but never yet hive mine eyes beheld any such man of heart a.? 
Odysseus; such another deed as he wrought and dared in his hardi- 
ness even in the shapen horse, wherein sat all we chief* o: the Ar- 
gxves, bearing to the Trojans death and doom. Anon thou earnest 
thither, and sure some god must have bidden thee, who wished to 
bnng glory to the Trojans. Yea and godlike Deiphobus went with 
thec on thy way. Thrice thou didst go round about the hollow anv 
buih and handle it, culling aloud on the chiefs of the Argives by 
name, jnd making thy voice like the voices of rhc wives of all the 
Argives. Now I and (he son of Tydcus and goodly Odysseus sat in 
the midst and heard thy coll; and verily we twain had a desire to 
Stan up and come forth or presently to answer from within; but 
Odysseus stayed and held us there, despite our eagerness. Then all 
the other sons of the Achaean* held their peace, hut Antklus alone 
was still minded to answer thee. Howbeit Odysseus firmly closed 
his mouth with strong hands and so sated all the Achaeans, and 
held him until such time as Pallas Athene led thee back.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered him, and said: 'Meneiaus, son 
of A tresis, fosterling of Zeus, leader of the host, all the more grievous 
; o way did this courage ward from him pitiful destruc- 
tion* not though 1 1 thin him had been very iron. But come, 
bad us to bed, that forthwith we may take our joy of rest beneath 
the spell of sleep/ 

So spake he, and Argivr Helen hodr her handmaids set out bed- 
steads beneath the gallery, and fling on them fair porpla blankets 
and spread coverlets above, and thereon lay thick mantles to be a 
clothing over all. So they wen*, from the hall with torch in hand, and 
spread the beds and the henchman led forth the guests. Thus they 
slept there in the vestibule of the house, the hero Telemachus and 
«Hi of Nestor. Bui the son of At reus slrrv, as his cus- 
tom ww .nv>*i chamber of the lofty house, and by him by 
long-robe 'hat fair lady. 

Soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, Meneiaus of 
the loud wax-shout gat him up from his bed and put on his raiment, 
and cast his sharp sword about his shoulder, and beneath his smooth 
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feet bound his goodly sandals, and stepc forth from his clamber, 
in presence like a god, and sal by Tclenaachus, and spake and haikxi 
him: 

1 ! o what end hath thy need brought thoc hither, hero Tclemachl 
unto fair Lacedaernon, over 
ter of the common weal or 
truth.' 

Then wise Tekmachus answered him, and vud: 'Menelaus, son 
of Atreus, fosterling of Zeus, leader of the host, 1 have come if per- 
chance thou mayest tell me some tidings of my Lather. My dwelling 
is being devoured and my fat lands are rained, and of unfriendly 
men my l«>use is full.— who sJauglitcr continually my thronging 
flo<.k&, and i-h r.ine with (eel and shambling gait. — none 

other than the wooers of my mother, dc*pi:ei ul out of measure. So 
now am I come hither to thy knees, if luply thou art willing to tell 
me of his pitiful death, as one that saw it perchance with thine own 
eyes, or heard the story from some other wanderer; for his mothei 
bare him to exceeding vn row. And speak me no aoft words in ruth 
01 pity, but tell me plainly how thou didst gel sight of him. Ah. 
I pray thee, if ever at ail my father, pood Odysseus* made promise 
to thee of w. «rk and fulfilled the same in the land of the 

Tn>! re ye Achaean s suffered affliction, these things, I pray 

trsrr, now remember tod tell me truth,' 

Then in heavy displeasure spake to him Mrnrlaus of ihe fair hair: 
'Out upon them, for truly in the bed of a brave-hearted man were 
they minded to lie, very en tkty arc! Etta as when a hand 

hath couched her newborn fawns unweaned in a strong lion's loir, 
and searcheth out the pes and grassy hollows, seeking 

Uerwaid tlse lion cornet h back to his bed, and sendefh 
forth unsightly death u|xin that pair, even so shall Odysseus send 
forth unsightly d< d the wooers. Would to our father Zeus 

and Athene and Apollo, would that in such might as when of old 
in stablished Lesbos he rose up and wrestled a match with PI 
mrleioVs and threw him mightily, and all die Adur ,-ed; 

wouUduKinsucharrng-lt ocrs: 

then should they all have swift fair, - Wkl But for that 

whereof thou askest and emiciicst roe, be sure 1 will nut swerve from 
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the truth in aught ilut 1 say, nor deceive thee; but of ail ihai the 
anocn* one of the sea, whose speech is sooth* declared to roe, not 
a word will 1 hide or keep from thcc. 

In the river Aegyptus, 4 though eager 1 wai co press onward 
home, the gods they stayed me, for ottered them the 

acceptable sacrifice of hecatomb*, and the gods ever desired that 
men should be niindf ul of thar commandments. Nuw there is an 
island in the wash of the waves over against Acgy-xus, and men 
! isros, within one day's voyage of a hollow ship, when shrill 
winds Mow fair in her wake. And therein is a good haven, whence 
men bunch the gallant ship* into the deep when they have drawn 
a store of deep black water. There the gods held me twenty days, 
nor did the sea-wind* ever show their breath, they that serve to waft 
ships over the broad back of the sea. And now would ail our corn 
have been spent, and likewise the strength of the men, except some 
goddess had taken pity on me and saved me, Etdothee, daughter of 
mighty Proteus, r h of the sra. For rnciw of all 1 moved 

her Sean, when she met me wandering alone agon from my coin* 
pany. who were ever roaming round the isle, fishing with bent hooks, 
for hanger was gnawing at their belly. So she stood by, and spake, 
and uttered her voice, saying: 

• "Art thoti so very foolish, stranger, and feeble-wilted, or art thou 
wilfully remi», and bast pleasure in suffering? So long time art 
tUiu holder, in the isle and canst find no usuc tixreirorn. while the 
heart oi thy company failcth within themr" 

u so she spake, and I answered her taring: ' I will speak 
forth, what goddess soever thou art, and tell thee that in no wise am 
I holdVn hen* by mitsc nwn will, bur it rtrcdt must he thar 1 have 
sinned against the deafiilcss gods, who keep the wide heaven. Mow* 
, do thou tell me— for the godj know the 

imrncuals Kt ix that binds me here and hath hindered me tram my 
way, and drriarc as touching ray returning how 1 may go over the 
teeming deep." 

I s*«ke, and straightway the fair pxldrxf made answer: 
"Yea now, sir, 1 will plainly tell thcc all. Hither resortcth that an- 

1 Tbr i*ly Qiow l<* \U Nile '*> f laser. Ct WtlkiftvM, AaJtm C^ipcum ( i *■*), 
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esent one of the sea, whose speech is sooth, the deathless Egyptian 
Proteus, who knows the depths at every sea, and is the ihrai 
Phseidori. anil who. tta-y say, is my I.hIilt iT.ji bcgtl me. If ibou 
couldst but lay an ambush and catch Kim, li rely declare to 

thee the way and the measure of thy path, and will tell thee of thy 
returning, how thou mayest go over the teeming deep. Yea, and he 
niD show thee, O fosterling of Zeus, if thou wilt, what gucxl thing 
and what evil hath been wrought in thy halls whilst thou ha* been 
faring this lot >.** 

*So she spake, but I answered and said unto her: "Devise oow 
thyself the ambush to take this ancient one divine, lest by any chance 
he see me first, or know of my coming, and avoid me. For a god is 
hard for mortal man to que 

*So spake I, and sti y the fair goddess made answer: "Yea 

now. 1 1, I will plainly tell thee all. So often as the sun in his course 
Hands high in mid heaven, then forth from the brine comes the an 
citot com of the sea, whose speech is sooth, before the breath of 
Wee* Wind he comes, and the sea's dark ripple cover* him. / 
when he is got forth, he lie* deep in the hollow of the caves. 

And around him Use seals, the brood of th< ahtcr of the 

brine, sleep all in a flock, stolen forth from the grey sea water, and 
the scent they breathe of the deeps of die salt sea. There 
will I lead thee at the breaking ol and couch you all ord 

so do thou choose diligently three of thy company, the Isrst thou 
hast in thy decked drips. H tell thee all the magic BTU 

that old man. I'irn, he will number the seals and go over them, but 
when he has told thetr talc and beheld them, be will by him £ 
in the midst, as a shepherd mid the sheep of his flock. So soon as 
rvrr ye dull see him couched, even then mind you of your might and 
strcn^ igerness and strisine, 

■-. And he will m and take tU manner of shapes 

things that creep upon the earth, of water Likewise, and of tierce lire 

y, liur do ye grasp him steadfastly and p' 
more, and at length when he question tiit proper slupe, av 

he was when first ye saw him hold thy strong 

u which 



lilt nn, 



57 

thou 



gods is hard upon tho touching (hy returning, I 

lyest go over the teeming deep." 

' Therewith she dived beneath the heaving tea, but I betook mc 
to the ships where tbey stood in the sand, and my heart was darkly 
troubled as I went. But after I had come down to the ship and to 
the sea, and we had made ready our supper an0 * irnrnortal night had 
come on, then did we Lay us down to rest upon the sea-beach. So 
soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-rlngcrei in that hour 1 
walked by the shore of the wide waved sea, praying instantly to the 
gods; and I took with mc three of my company, in whom 1 trusted 
mo* for every enrerpriv. 

'Meanwhile, as ut she had plunged into the broad bosom 

of the sea, and had brought from the deep the skins of four sea- 
calves, and all were newly flayed, for she was minded to lay a > i 
for her father. She scooped lairs on the sea-sand, and sat awaiting us, 
and we drew very nigh her, and she made us all lie down in order, 
and cast a skin over each. There would our ambush haw been mna 
terrible, for ihc deadly stench of the sea-bred seals distressed us 
sore: nay, who would lay him down by a beast of the sea? But her- 
self she wrought deliverance, and devised a great comfort. She took 
ambrosia of a very sweet savour, and set it beneath each man's nos- 
tril, and did away with the vrvch of the beast. So all the morning 
we waited with steadfast heart, and the seals ana fuith in tr<; 
iicin the brine, and then they couched them all orderly by the sea- 
beach. And at high day the ancient one came forth from out of the 
brine, and found hu fatted seals, yea and he went along their line 
and told their tale; and first among the sea-beasts he reckoned 
And gururd not that there was guile, and '1 he too laid him 

down. Then we rushed upon him with a cry, and cast our hands 
about him, nor did that ancient one forget his cunrung. Now be- 
hold, at the first he turned into a bearded lion, and thereafter 
a snake, and a pard. and a huge boar; then be took the shape of 
running water, and of a tall and flowering tree. We the while held 
close with steadfast lseart. But wl*en now that ancient <mi» of 
the magic ana was aweary, thcr. at last he questioned mc and spake 
unio me, saying: 
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1 "Which of the gods was it, son of Aixcui, that aided thee with 
his counsel, that thou rnightcst waylay and take me perforce? What 
wocldesl tlfcciu therehy?'* 

'Even so he spake, but I answered him saying: "Old man, thou 
knowest all, wherefore dost thou question me thereof with crooked 
words? For lo, I am hoiden long time in this isle, neither can 1 find 
sue therefrom, and my bean Eaileth within me. Howbeit do 
tliou tell me — for the gods know all thing*— wluch of the immortals 
it :x that hindrth m • ntl hath hinrirrni irr from my way; 

and declare as touching my returning, how I may go ore? the teem- 
ing deep." 

*hven to I spake, and he straightway answered me, saying: "Nay, 
surely thou shouldest have done goodly sacrifice to Zeus and the 
other gods ere thine embctrki: cdm s|**d thi 

reach thy country, wiling over tike winexLik cl< 
fate to see thy friends, and come to thy stablisbcd house and thine 
own country, till thou ha* passed yet again within the waters ot 
Acgyptus. r. f cd stream, and offered holy hecatombs to 

the deathless gods who keep the wide heaven. So shall the gods 
gran: thee the path which thou oVsirest." 

'So spake be, but my spirit within me wj» broken, (or that lie 
bade rae again to go to Acgyptus over the misty deep, a long and 
grievous way. 

'Yet even so 1 answered him saying: "Old man, all this will 1 do, 
sccording to thy word. But com | me this, and tell it all 

plainly. Did all those Aclura i with their ships, .ill whom 

Nestor and 1 left as vre went ErOQ Troy, or perished any by a shamo 
f ul death aboard his own ship, or in the arms of his friends, after he 
had wound up the clew of * 

*So spake 1, and anon be answered me. Son of Aureus, 

why dost thou strahly question me hereol (or thy 

good to know or burn my thought [I thee thou shall not long 

(less, when thou lust heard it all ai w of these 

were taken, and many were left; but two only of the leader-, 
mail coated Achaean* perished in nrturning; a , thou 

thyself wast there. And one mexhinks is y id is holden on 

ile deep. Aias in truth was imitien in tin- i\ipa of 
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the long oars. Poseidon at tire brought him nigh to Gyrae, to (he 
mighty rocks, and delivered him from the sa. And 10 he would have 
fled his ck* .\ Iir Athene, hat! hr nor let a proud word 

£dl in the f-ir.nl darkening of his heart. He said that in the gods* 
despite be had escaped die great gull of the tea; and Poteidon 
hit loud boasting, and presently caught up his trident into his stroi 
hands, and smote the rock Gyracan and cleft it in twain. And the 
one part abode in his place, but the other fell into the sea, the l> 
purr whereon Aias BM at the first, when his bran* was darkened. 
And the rock bore him down into the vast and bearing deep; so 
there he pcriihed when he had drunk oi the salt tea water. But thy 
brother verily escaped the fates and avoided them in his 
chips, foe queen Hera saved him. But now when he was like soon 
to reach the steep mount of Malci. lo, the storm iched htm 

away and bore him orrr the '!eep, making great moan, to 

the border of the country whereof old Thyestcs rj I now 

Aegiathus abode there, the son of Thyestcs. But when thence 
thart showed a good prospect of safercturn u legodfchani 

the wind to a fair gale, and they had reached home, then verily did 
Agamemnon set foot with joy upon his 1 1 ***L and as he 

twxliril boa Dwil land lie kissed it. and many were the hi* teara he 
let fall, for he saw hit land and was glad. And it was so that tl 
od him from his tower, the watchman whore 
thm had led and potted there, promising him for a reward 
talents of gold. Now he kept watch for the ipace of a y< 
Agamemnon IBM by him when he looked not. and mind hi 

*ild prowess. So he went to the house to bear the tidings to 
the shepherd of the people. And straightway Acgisthua cot I 
a cunning treason. He chose out twenty of the best men in the 

ambush, and on the further side of the hall he com- 
manded to prepare a feast. Trie*- - S'K chariot and horses he v 

• Agamemnnr ** Mr c hni of the people; but . 
thoughts were in his hea- DMM pxcl 3 C ht him up to his house, all 
uAWrtttng of his doom, «•*■«■ «o 6 ^ fa^ i^ ^ i, 
erne ilaycth an ox at th/** °* P n j <c none of the company of Atreidet 
that www of his follow* « dl of if^ any ^ ^ meo oi Aegisthus, 
bos they were all 

J 
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'So spake he, and my spirit within me was broken, and I w 
I ui upon (he sand, nor was I minded any more (o live and see the 
light of the sun. But when 1 had taken nay Till of weeping and 
Dim on the ground* then spake the ancient one of the sea, 
whose speech is tooth: 

• more, son of Atreus. hold this long weeping without cease, 
for we shall find no help therein. Rati nuke essay 

that so thou mayesi come to thirsr own country. For 
shall find Acgisthus yet alive, or it may be Orestes was beforehand 
with thee and stew him; so mayest thou chance upon his funeral 
feast." 

be spake, and my heart and lordly soul again were comforted 
for all my sorrow, and I uttered m> I nice ud I spake to him winged 
words: 

' "Their fate I now know; but tell mc of the third; who is it that is 
yet living and holder* on the wide deep, or perchance is dead? and 
fain would 1 hoar despite my sorrow." 

'So spake I, and araightway he answered, and said : *'!: i< ihe son 
of Laertes, whose dwelling is in Ithaca; and I saw him in an island 
shedding big tears in the halls of the nymph Calypso, who Isolds 
him there perforce; so he may not come to his own country, for he 
hax by him no ships with oars and no companions to wwi Sum on 
hit way over the broad back of the sea. Bui thou. Menelaus, son of 
irt not ordained to die and n the pauurc- 

land of horses, but the deathless gods will convey thrr u> i!sr I 

;nd the world's end^ where is Khadamanthus of the fair hair, 
where life is easiest for men. No snow is ti «torm» 

nor any Mi vays ocean sendrth forth the breeze of the shrill 

West rn hlow ronl on m 'hou hast Helen to wife, and 

thereby they deem thre io he son of Zeus." 

'So spake lie, and plunged iuiTnfcc heaving «a; hut I bett* 
to the ships with my godlikeLhc; for>. and my boul was darkly 
troubled as 1 went. Now aftesWj - it J\ # do* ship and to 

the sea, and had made ready fc but two oVwl immortal night had 
come on, then did we lay us to\| rsu So soon as 

early Dawn shone forth, the rosy^,!^ is yet s* "f -H W» drew Aiwu 

ten in the 
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our ships :o the fair salt sea and placed the masts and the sail* in the 
gallant ships and the crew too climbed on board, and sat upon the 
b en c hes and smote the grey sea water with their oars- T>en back ! 
went to ih^ warn of Acgyptus, the heaven-fed stream, and then? I 
moored the ships and utfcicd the acceptable sacrifice of hecator; 
So when I had appeased the anger of the everlasting gods* I piled a 
barrow to Agamemnon, thai Ins fame might never be quench*. 
having fulfilled all, I set on: for home, and the deathless godi gave 
me a fair wind, and brought me swiftly to mine own dear country, 
ry in my halls til! i* shall he rhe e!cvrn:h day hrnce 

twelfth. Then will I send thee with all honour on thy way. 
aod give thee splendid gifts, three horses and a polished car; and 
moreover [ wil. m a goodly chalice, that thou mayest pour 

forth before the deathless gods, and be mindful of me all the dayt 
of thy 

Then wise Telemachui IIM— ftp liitn. saving: Son i>f Atmiv, 
nay, hold me not long time here. Yea even for a year would I be 
content to sit by thee, and no desire for home or parents would come 
upon me; for 1 take wondrous pleasure in thy talcs and tall 
already my company wearieth in fair Pylos, and yet ihou art keep- 
ing me long time here. And whatsoever gift thou wouldest gr 
me, let it be i ; but hones 1 will take none tu Ithaca, 

\e litem here to grace thine own house, for thou art lord of a 
wide plain wherein is lotus great plenty, and therein is spear reed 
and wheat and rye. and white and spreading baric,. In Ithaca there 
ant DO wide courses, nor meadow land at all. It i& a pasture-land of 
goats, and rrwifr plc-aunt in my sight than one that juuiirrth bono; 
for of the isles (hat 1 >r the driv- 

ing of horse*, or rich in meadow land, and least ct* all is Ithaca.' 

t*akc he, and Monciaus, of uV ir cry, smiled, and 

d htm wi nd, *r\d spake and hailed him: 

Thou an of gentle blood, <1, so gentle the words thou 

si. TTjerefore 1 will nuke eaihange of the presents, as I may. 

Of the gifts, such as are treasures stored in my house. 1 will give ihce 

the etodbest and greatest of price. I will give thee a mixing bowl 

wrought; it is all of silver, and the lips thereof are fin- 
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ithcd with gcltl, the wnrk of Hephaestus; and thr hero Phaedirnus, 
ihc kin>: ikmiana, | icn his Itouse sheltered me 

I £irc it. 1 
i jo they spake one to another, while die jtucsts came to the 
J rave their Amp, and brought wine 
makcth glad the heart of man: and thflil WJTW with 
sent them wheaten bread. Thus were iltese men preparing the feast 

But live wooers meantime were before the palace of Od\ 
"K their pleasure in casting of weights and spears on fl 
place, as heretofore, in dull insolence. And Atttinuus and gcx! i 
Furyrnacruis were ieau<l there, thr- chief men of the wooers, V 
MN far the mosi liroroius, 

drew nigh to them and spake unto Aminous and questioned h 
saying: 

'Antinous, know we at all, or know we not, when Tefcmachus 
will return from sandy Pylos* He hath departed with a ship of 
mine, and I have need thereof, to cross over into spacious EKs, when* 
I have twelve hrrxxi n i hardy mules unhroken at the teat; 

I would drive off I 

So apake he, and t they deemed not that 

Teltmachus had gone to Neleian Pylos, but thai he was at horn* 
somen Iter e in the fields, whedKr among the flocks, or with the 

MM "hi ill 

Thru Ant i nous, ion of Eupeithcs. spake I i : Tell rac 

the pbin truth; when did he go, and whai noble youths w 
him* Were they chosen men of Ithaca or hirelings and thral. 
He Ml in case to bring even that about. And tell me 
in good w»-wh, ilui I may know for a surety; did he take thy b 
ship from titer pmfutca against thy will? or didst thou give it him 
of free wi 

Then Nocmon, aoo . answered him saying: 'I save it 

him myself of free will. What can any man do, when such an one, 
so bestead with car*, begs • favour? it were hard to dray I 
The youths .-. uJilcit in the land, even these hare 

goo j hoard ship. Mentor, 

or a god who leaetnblad Mentor. Ho; one n 
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marvel at; I aw the goodly Mentor here yesterday toward dawn, 
though already he had embarked for I'ytos.* 

pake and withal departed to iua i atlicr's bouse. And the proud 
spirit* of these twain were angered, and they made the wooers lit 
down together and cease from their garnet. And among them q 
Antittous, Mm of Eu prune*, in dlipSeasuxc; and his Mack heart 
v fined with rage, and hi* eyes were like flaming fire: 

'Out 00 hint, a proud deed hath Tclcmachus accomplished with a 
high hand, even this journey, and we thought that he would never 
it to paul This lad hath clean gone without more ado, in 
spite of ut all; his ship he hath ler haul to the sea, and chosen the 
rtoMeu in the township. He will begin to '»' nut bane even Don 
than heretofore; but may Zeus destroy his might, not ours, ere 
reach the measure of manhood! But enme, give me a swift ship ai 
twenty men, that I may be in watch and 1 far rum on his 

way home, in the strait between Ithaca and rugged Saraos, that so 
he may have a woeful end of hit miising in qotfll of his father/ 

So spake lie, and they all assented risereto, and bade him to the 
work. And thereupon they arose and went to the house of Od) 

was no long time before Penelope heard of the couth 
that the wooers had devised in the deep of their heart. For the bench 
man Medon told her thereof, who stood without the court and heard 
their purposes whilr the)' were weaving their plnr 
went on his way through the halU to bring the new* ro Penelope; 
and as he step* down over the threshold, Penelope spake unto him: 

"Henchman, wherefore have the noble wooers vent thee forth i 
Was it to tell the handmaids of divine Odysseus to cease from their 
work, and prepare a banquet for dm thus much woo- 

ing, never again may they come together, but fa -up for 

List and latest time; all ye who assemble so often, and waste 
much livchhood, the wealth of wise Tc'cmachus! Long ago when 
ye were children ye marked not your fathers telling whit manner 
of man was Odysseus among them, one that wrought no iniqv 

vaVr aught unrighteous in thr uiwnvhjp, as 
is the w« . nc kings. One man a king is like to hate, another 

be might chance to love. But never did he do aught M all presump- 
tuously uj any man. Nay, it is plain what spirit ye an of, and your 
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unseemly deeds arc manifest to all, nor is there any gratitude left 
for Kind ncs* done.' 

Then Mrdon. wise of heart, answered her: 'Would, oh queen, 
that this Here (he crowning cvill But the wooers devise anouVt 
greater and more grievous, which 1 pray the son of Cronos may 
never fulfil! They are set on slaying Telemachus with the edge of 
the swni. • I way; for he is gone to I 

goodly Lacedarmun. :o seek tiding) < Her.' 

So spake he, but her knees were loosened where she stood, and her 
heart mehed within her, and long time was she spec- d lo, 

her eyes were filled with tears and the voice of her utterance was 
stayed. And at the Ian ibfl answered him and said: 

'HeiKhiitin. wherefore I pray thee is my *on departed? Tlsere is 
no need that he should go abroad on swift ships, that serve men 
horaes 00 the sea, and that cross the great wet waste. I 
hi « own name may no more be lei 

Then Medon, wise of heart, answered her; i know not whether 
some god set him on or whether hit own spirit stirred him to gf 
P)lus to seek tidings of hi return, or to hear what end he 

He spake, and departed through the house of Odysseus, and on 
her fell a cloud of consuming grief; so that she might no mocv 
dure to seat her on a 1 reof there were many in the h 

but tlsere she? crouched on the threshold of Ix-i welMfjilded eh 
ber, wailing piteuudy, and Ira haiidr.i nd her made 

moan, as many m were in the house with he* <nd old. And 

Pcnckipc spake among them pouring forth her LimcnL! 

rds, for Use Olympian sire hsih given me pain 
exceedingly beyond all women who were horn and bee 
day. For ere while I lost my noble jdmned 

: all perfection among the Danaans, my good lord, wliuse fame 
is noised abroad from Hellas to mid Argot. And now . 
storm-winds nj my well belove-J 

ings from our halk nor heard I of his departure. Oh, women, ! 
of heart, that even ye did m* ON I -he thought crime into your 

min k holkiw 

ship, though yc knew full well t heard that he wu 
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purposing this journey, verily be should have stjycd here stall, though 
eager to be gone, or have left mc dead in the halls. Howbcit let 
•om« one make haste to call the ancient Dotius, my thrall, whom 
my father gave me ere ye? I hod come hither, who keepeth my gar- 
den of tree*. &> shall l«r go straightway and si: by Laertes, and 
tell him all, if perchance Laertes may weave some counsel in 
heart, and go forth and make his plaint to the people, who arc pur- 
posed to destroy hU seed, and the seed of godlike Odysseus.' 

Then the good nurse Euryclcia answered her: 'Dear lady, aye, 
slay me if rhou wilr with rhr piti!r« cwnrd Of let me ypt livr nn in 
the house*— yet will I not hide my saying from thee I knew all ibis, 
and gave him whatsoever he commanded, bread and sweet wine. 
And he took a great oath of me not to tell thee till at least the tw\ 
day should come, or thou thyself shouklst miss him and hear of his 
departure, that thou roightest not mar thy fair flesh with thy tears. 
But .fi thee in water, anil lake to thee clean raiment and 

ascend to thy upper chamber with the women thy handmaids, 
pray to Atltene* daughter of Zeus, lord of the aegis. For so may she 
save him even from death. And heap not troubles oo an old man's 
trouble; for the seed of the son of Arceisius, is not, methinks> utterly 
hated by the blessed gods, but someone will haply yet remain to 
r« these lofty halls, ai*l the fat fields far aw 

So spake she, and lulled her queen's lamentation, and made her 
eyes to cease from weeping. So she washed her in water, and took to 
her dean raiment, and ascended to the upper chamber with the 
women her handmaids, and placed the meal far sprinkling a 
basket, and prayed unto Athene: 

'Hear rh J of the aegis, unwearied maiden! If 

wise Odysseus in his halls burnt for thee fat slices of the thighs 
r or of sheep, trxse trunks* I pray thee, now remember, and 

ive my dear vjo, and ward from him the wooers in the naughtiness 
of their pride/ 

Therewith she raiud a cry, and the guddru heard hrr ptIJV. BiM 
wooers clamoured through ihc shadowy halls, and thus v. 
proud youth say: 

'Verily this queen of many wooers prcpareth our marriage, nor 
all how tlut for her son death hath been ordained.' 
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Thus would certain of them speak, but they knew not bow die* 
thing* were ordained. And Anfinous made harangue and spake 
among than: 

'Good sirs, my friends, shun all disdainful word; alike, lest some- 
one hear and tell ii even in the house. Bui corn* let us ante, and in 
mI< lueaccon : whereof we spake, for the counsel pleased us 

every one,' 

Therewith he chose twenty men that were the best, and they de- 
parted to the swift ship and the sea-banks. So first of all they drew 
the ship down to the deep water, and placed the mast and 
black ship, and fixed the oars in kvtf hern loons all orderly, and spread 
forth the M .. And squires, tun . r-rt, hare for ibem 

their arms. And they moored her high out in the shore want, and 
thernaelve* disembarked. There they supped and waited for evening 
to come on. 

B-jt the wise Penelope lay there in her upper chamber, tasting 
and tasting neitlvr mea: nor drink, musing wlsetlier her noble son 

mad wooers. Ami u 
a lion broods all in fear among the pre** of men, when thc> 
the crafty ring aroui she musing when deep 

sleep came over her. And she sank back in sleep and all her 
were loosened. 

Now ibe goddess* grey-eyed Athene, turned to other thoughts. 
Shr made a phantom, art d il after die likeness of a woman, 

i x-, daughter of greathearted Icarius, whom Eumclu* wedded, 
whose dwelling was m Pher | she sent it to the house of 

divine Odysaei: -mid Iter sorrow and lamenting, 

to cease from her weeping and tearful lamerwatM-.n. So the phantom 
suited into tike chat il.e (hong of the bolt, and stood above 

her head and spake unto hei . 

'Slcepcst tliou. Penelope, sirickcn at heart? Nay, even the gods 

or be afflicted, seeing that thy 
son is yet to return; for no sinner is he in the eye* of the gods.* 

Then wiie Penelope made her answer as she dumbrretl very sofiry 
e gates of dreamt: 

'Wherefore, saner, hue thou come hither, that before wcrt not 
worn to come, for tbcu hatf thine habitation very far away? Hsddesf. 
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thou mc indeed to cease from the sorrows and pains, so roar 
disquiet ray heart and soul ? Erewhile I lost my noble lord of the 
:h all perfection among the Danaans, my true 
lord, whose fimo is nnivd abroad from go* Ami 

now, .again, n is deputed on nil hollow ship, poor 

rfuld, not skilled in toils or in the gatherings of men. For him I 
sorrow yet more than for m> lord, and 1 tremble and fear for him 
lot aught befal him. whether, it may be, amid that folk where he 
gone, or in the deep. For many tocmen d afl him, 

go about to kill him, or ever he error to his own country.' 

At id else dim phantom answered her, and said: 'Take courage, 
be not so y . such a friend goes to guide hi. ■ 

all men pray 10 stand by them, for that she hath the power, even 
Pallas Athene. And she pitieth ihee in thy sorrow, and now hath 
sent me forth to speak these word* to thee.' 

And wi» Penelope answered Iter, sjying: If thou art indeed a god, 
and hast heard the word of a god, come, 1 pray thee, and tell mc 
tidings concerning that ill-fated man, whether perchance he is >ct 
nd aces the light of the sun, or hath already died, and is a 
dweller in the house of Hades.' 

And the dim phantom answered her and said: 'Concerning 
wiB not tell thee all il 1 I iter lie be alive or dead; it is ill in 

speak WW id.* 

Thcrcwuh the phantom slipped away by the bolt of the door and 
passed into the breath mL And the daughter of Icarius 

started up from sleep; and her heart was cheered, so clear was the 

1 the dead of the night. 

Meanwhile the wooers had taken ship and were sail 1 
wet ways, pondering in their hearts sheer death for Telcmachi 
Now there is a rocky isle in the mid sea, muiway between Ithaca and 
rugged Samcs, Aster is, _ It; and there is a harbour 

3 double en:r;ince, wherr ships may ride- Tbero the Achaeai 
■bode lying in wait for Telemachus. 
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The Gods in council command Calypso by Hermes 10 send away 
Odysseus oc a rait of trees; and Poseidon, returning Item hthiopn and 

% hiin on the coast of Phae-.i nd \ww b> 

help of In© lie was thrown athwc, and slept on a heap of dry 1*4 
the next day. 

N)W tho I we t>nm her OOOCb, trnrr. the u<W» nf the 

lordly Tit bonus. 10 bear light to the immortals and to 
mortal men. And lo, the god* were gathering to s*. 
and among them Zeus, that thunders on high, ufiosc might is above 
alL And Athene told them the Uile of the many woe* of Odysseus, 
recalling them to mind; for near her heart was he that then abode 
in ihe dwelling iif the nymph: 

Pubs Zeus sad -II ye othe* blc*.*rd gods, ilud live fa 
henceforth let doc any sceptred king be kind and g< h all 

hi* heart, nor minded to do righteously, but let htm alway be a 
hard man and work utri^hcvoutness, for behold, tlsere is none 
remembereih divine Odysseus of the people whose lord he 
IS gaiile as a father. Huwbeit, as foe turn he lieth in an 
: ig strong pains, in the lull* of the nymph Calypso, 
who holdcth h:m perforce; so he may not reach his own country, 
for he hath no ships by hifllk 1 ad no companions to send 

him on Ins way over the broad back of the sex And now, af 
they are srt cm slaying his beloved san on his homeward way, for 
he is gone to fair Pylos and to goodly Laccdacmon, to seek tid 

Ami nd spoke umo hex: 

'My child, what won! leaped the door of th 

didst thou not thyself plan this device-, that (XKwm may asstiraly 
take vengeance on those men at his coming .:naJius, 

do thou guide him by thine art, U well thou mayest, that so he may 
come to his own country all unharmed, and die wooers may return 
in their sin heir labour all in vain.' 
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Therewith ho spake to Hermes, his clear ion: 'Hermes, forasmuch 
m in .ill else thou art our herald, tdl unto the nymph of the 
<icd tresses nay unerring counsel, even the return of the patient 
^seus, how he is to come to his home, with no furtherance of 
gods or of mortal men. Nay, he shall soil on a well bound raft, in 
•ore distress, and on the twentieth day arrive at ferule Scheria, even 
the land of the Plueacians. who are near of kin to the gods. And 
shall give him all worship I S to a god, and send him on 

hi* way in a ship to hi* own dear country, with gifts of bronze and 
gold, and raiment in plenty, much store, such as never would 
Odysseus have won for rumsclf out of Troy, yea, though ha had 
returned unhurt with the thareof the tpotl thar fell to him. On such 
10 sec his friends and come to his high-roofed 
home and his own country/ 
So spake he, nor heedless was the messenger, the slayer of Argos. 
tigbtway he bound beneath his feet his lovely golden sandals, 
that wax not old, that bare him alike over the wet sea and over the 
Kmitlesa n a> the breath of the wind. And he took the 

wand wherewith lie lull* the eves of whoraao be will, while others 
ajcain he even wakes from out of sleep. With this rod in his hand 
flew the strong sbyer of Argos. Abosx Pieria be passed and leapt 
from th* upper air into the deep. Then he sped along the wave like 
the cormorant, that ehaserh the fishes through the perilous gul'- 
the unharvrsted sea, and weitrt'n his thick plumage in tlie brine. 
Such like tLd Hermes ride upon the press of the waves. 13ut when 
he had now reached that far-orl isle, be went forth from the sea of 
violet blue to get hirn up into the land, till he came to a great cave. 
In dsvek the nymph of the braided tresses: and he found her 
m tlie hearth there was j great fire buriun 
from afar through the isle was smelt the fragrance of cleft cedar 
blazing, and of sandal wood. And the nymph within was singing 
with a sweet voice as she fared to and fro before the loom, and 
wove with a shuttle of gold. And round about the cave there was 
a wood blossoming, aider and poplar and sweet-smelling 
And therein roosted birds . owls and taken s and clut- 

tering sra<rowf. which have their business in the waters. And lo, 
there about the hollow cave trailed a padding garden vine, all 1 
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with dusters. And fountains four act orderly were running with 
dear water, hard by one another, turned each to his own course. 
And jll around «kt meadows bloomed of violet* ami parsley, yea, 
CVtt a deatldess god who came thither might wonder at the tight 
and be glad at Ixurt. There the messenger, the stayer of Argos, 
stood and wondered. Now when he had gazed at all with wonder, 
anon he went into the v I fair god- 

ded fail to know him, when ihr saw him face < tf the gods 

use not to be strange one 10 camber, tlv inu nor tal a, not thtmgh one 
havr hit lui>it.it*on Lu away. Hut he found ant Odysseus, the great- 
hearted, within the cave, who »t weeping on the shore even as 
turning his soul with tears and groans and griefs, and 
as he wept he looked wistfully over the unharvested deep. And 
Calyji r goddt^ ned H rimes, when she had made 

him sit on a bright shining teat: 

'Wherefore, 1 pray thee, Hermes, of the golden wand, bast thou 

come hither, worshipful and wekocne, - ! thou 

wen not wottt to visit me? Tell me all thy thought; my heart is 

art on fulfilling it, if fun led in 

Mint eld 1* Oe. Bui BOW follow me further, that I may set before 

i'le entertainment of strangers. 9 

"Herewith the goddess spread a table with ambrosia and set it by 
him, and mixed the ruddy nectar. So the messenger, the slayer of 
Argot, did eat ari! Now after ho had supped and comforted 

his wul with food, at the Ian he answered, and ipake to her on this 
wise: 

Thou makert question of me on my naming, a godiicts of a god, 
and I will tell thee tins my saying truly, at thy command. Twas 
ZetU that bade me come hither, by no will of mine; nay, who of 
his free will would speed over such a wondrous apace of brinr. 
whereby is no dry of mortals that do sacrifice to the. gods, 
offer choke hecatomb*: But surely it is tn no wise possible for 
another god to go beyond or to make void the purpose of Zeus, 
lord of i t thou h hee a man most 

wretched beyond his fellows, beyond those men tlsat round the 
burg of Prism for nine years fought, and in the tenth year sacked 
the city and departed homeward. Yet on the way they sinned against 
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Athene* and she raised upoo them aa evil blast and Ions wares of 
the sea. Then all the re* of his good company was lost, but i: 
to pass that the wind bare and the wave brought him hither. 
now Zeus biddeth thee send him hence with what speed thou mai 
est, fur it is no: ordained that he die away from his friends, 
rather it is his rate to look on them even yet, and to come to his 
roofed home and hi? own country/ 

So spoke he, and Calypso, that fair goddess, shuddered and 
tercd her voice, and spake urn > -iged words: 'Hard art 

gods and jealous exceeding, who ever grudge? goddesses 

■ with men, if any make a mortal her dear bed-fellow. 
so when rosy-fingered Dawn cook Orion for her lover, yc gods thai 
live as case were jealous thereof, till chaste Artemis, of the 
throne, slew him in Ortytjia with the visitation of her gentle shal 
So too when fair tressed Demeter )ieloed to her love, and lay with 
lasson in the tfuice-jJoughed (allow-fieJd, Zeus was ikx long wii 
oat ridings thereof, and cast at him with his white bolt and slew him. 
So again ye gods now grudge that ■ mortal man should dwell with 
me. Htm 1 saved as he went all alone bestriding the ked of a bark, 
for that Zeus had crushed 1 and deft his swift ship with a white bolt 

of the wine-dark deep. There all the rest of Ins 
rnrnpsny was lost, but it came to pass that the wind bate and 
wave brought him hither. And h:m have 1 loved and cherished, ai 
I said that 1 would make him to know not death and age for ever. 
Yet forasmuch as it b in no wise possible for another god to go 
beyond, or make \o:d the purpose of Zeus, lord of the aegis, let him 
away ores the unliarrested seas, if the summon* and the bidding 
of Zeus. But 1 will give him no despatch* not I ve no shi| 

by me with oars, nor company to bear him on his way over tl 
broad bock of the sea. Yet will 1 be forward to put this in his 
and will hide nought, that all unharmed lie may come to his 

Then the messenger, the slayer of Argos, answered her: 'V* 
speed him now upon his path and have regard unto the wrath 
Zeus, leal haply he be ang ered and bear hard on thee hereafter.* 

.t-»M u»m cm Urn th» mtaafift* The wadtof 
iW«, *r*t*. pfw*! fay tt« fchaL m hifMy pftAtMi. 
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Therewith the great slayer of Argos departed, but the lady nymph 
went on her way to the great-hearted Odysseus* when she had heard 
the message of Zeus. And then J him si the shore, 

and his eye* were never dr/ of tears, and his sweet life was ebbing 
away as he mourned for his return; for the nymph no more found 
favour in his sight. Howsoever by night he would sleep by her t as 
needs he must, in the ho I f, unwilling I' 

lady- And in the djy-timr he would sit nn the rock* and on 
beach, straining his soul with tears, and groans, and griefs, and 
through his tears he would look wistfully over the unharrestcd deep. 
So standing r • hoc fair goddess spake to him: 

'Hapless man, sorrow no more I pray thee in this isle, nor lot thy 
good life waste away, for even now will I md thee bence wi:! 
my heart. Nay, arise and cut long beams, and fashion a wide rait 
with the axe, and lay deckings high thereupon, that it may bear 
thee over the misty deep. A I place therein bread and water, 

: red wine to thy hcan'j desire, to keep hunger far away. And I 
pal raiment upon d)Mb tod send a fair gale in thy wake, that 
so rKou may ex come all unruimed to thine own country, if indeed 
it be the good plcuun cA the gods who hold wide heaven, who are 
stronger than 1 am both to will and t-_ 

So she spake, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus shuddered, and 
uttering hit voice spake io her winged words: "Herein, goddess, 
thou hart plainly some other thought, and in no witt 
.trier, fur that thou biddes* me to crou in a raft Use great gulf of the 
sea so dread and tiuficult, which not e gallant *j 

pass over rev lie breeze of Zeus. Nor would I go aboard a 

raft to displeasure thee, unless thou wilt de:gn, O goddess, to swear 
a grrar o.irh not to plan any hidden guile U iWfl hurt/ 

So spake he, and Calypso, .oddest, smiled and caressed 

und, and spake and hailed h 

'Knavish thou art, and no weakling* in wit, thou that hast con- 
ceived and spoken such a word. Let earth be now witness hereto, 
and ihe wide heaven above, and that falling water of the Styx 

' ucd gods that 1 will 

B 4t«*6)«n. fnm n-:< *t, H-fffu«»,* L t. a «w»Vtn, Ui tht fcartafl mtm ■ K, 
lit, in aw, ix mftax&xval, a be* «J'«. 
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not plan any hidden guile 10 dune own hurt- Nay, but my thoughts 
are such, and such will be my counsel, as I would devise for my 
ftf e\er no sere a need came over me. For I too have a righteoui mind, 
anil my heart wiibin rue is ixx of iron I'ul even as thine.' 

Therewith the fair goddess led the way quickly, and he followed 
hard in the steps of the goddess. And they reached the hollow cave, 
the goddess and the man; so he sat him down upon the chair 
whence Hermes had arisen, and the nymph placet! by him nil man- 
ner of food to rat and drink, such a* is meat for men. A* for hrr 
she sat over against divine Odysseus, and the handmaids placed by 
her ambrosia and nectar. So they put forth their hands upon the 
good chow sec before them. But after they l ihcir till of 

meat aot! , spake firs and said: 

'Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many ■.!■ 
so it is indeed thy wish to get thee home to thine own dear country 
even in this hour? Good fortune go with thec even so! Yet didst 
thou km; ftc heart what a measure of suiTering thou an or- 

..ed to fulfil, or ever thou reach thine own country, here, even 
herr, thou wouldsa abide with me and keep this house, and would it 
never rase of death, though thou longest to see thy wife, for whom 
thou lust ever a desire day by day. Not in sooth that I avow mc to 
be less noble than she in form or fashion, for it :s in no wise meet 
that mortal women *.houLd match them with immortals, in shape 
and comeliness.' 

And Odytsrus of many counsels answered, and spake unto her: 
'Be not wroth with me hcreat, goddess and queen. Myself I know 
it well, bow wise Penelope is meaner to look upon than thou, in 
comehness and suture. But she is mortal and thou knowest not age 
nor death- Yet even * and long day by day to fare home- 

ward and see the day Yea, and if some god shall 

wreck mc in the wine-dark deep, even so I will endure, with a heart 
within me patient of affliction. For already have I suffered full 
much, aod much have 1 toiled in j>. -*ves and war; let this 

be added to the tale of those.' 

So spake he, And the sun sank and darkness came on. Then they 
twain went into the Jumber of the hollow ruck, and had dkeir de» 
tight of love, abiding each by other. 
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So $000 a* tarij DtWB shone forth, the rosy-fingered, anon 
Odysseus put on him a mantle- and doublet, lod the nymph clad he 
in a great shining robe, light "I • and alxMit hrr 

waist sIk cast a fair fold . tod a scil wr.lial ujjuti lie* head. 

Then she considered of the xnding of Odysseus, the prat-hear: 
She gave lum a great axe, fitted Q n axe of h 

double-edged, and with .1 goodly handle ai olive wood fastened vrcl 
Next she gave him a polished . | slsc led the way to thi- 

ol the ivV when tall trees grew, aider and poplar, and pine that 
rcachcth unto heaven, seasoned long siixc and >crc, that might 
lightly flo.it for him. Now aftcf ibe had shown him where tl 
trees grew, Calypso, the Euf goddess, departed homeward. And he 
set to : Tiber, and his work went busily. Twenty trees in all 

l>e felled, a in of bronze, and oWtly 

amootl , .ukI o\t 

90, the fair goddess, brought him augers, so he bored each piece 
and jointed them together, nnd th lb and 

dowels. V. b • I? Mr "t I broad Kip of burden, which »me 

man well skilled in carpentry may trace him out, of such beam did 
Odysseus tJthion his broad raft. And thereat he wn> ! set up 

the deckings, fitting them to the close-set uprights, and i\ 
them off widi long gunwales, and there he act a mast, and a yard arm 
fitted thereto, and moreover he made him a rudder to guide the 
craft. And he fenced it with wattled osier w -om stem %o 

stern, to he a bulwark IgaifM the wave, ai to 

ilypso, the El 
web of cloth to make him sails; and thcac too he fashioned very 
skilfully. And he made fast therein braces and hftl 
sfiMU, and at last he pushed the raft with levtrs down to the fair 
salt sea. 

he fourth day when he had accomplished ail. Ai 
on the fifth, the fair Calypso sent him on his way from the > 
when she had bathed him and cbd lum 
over, the goddess placed on board the ship two skins, one <> 
wiotv and anotlver, a great one. of :nd corn too in a wallet, 

and she set 1 store rt is- heart's desire, and sent. 

forth a warm and gentle wind tu blow. And goudly Odysseus 
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triced is he set hi* sails to ibe breeze* So be sate and cunningly 
gtaded the cra£x with (he helm, nor did sleep hi] upon his eyelids. 
as he viewed the Pleiads and bW.es, tint seueth lite, and the Bear, 
which they likewise call the Wain, whkb tUfOCth ever in one place, 
and kerpeth watrh upon Orion, and alone hath no pan in th. 
of Ocean. This star. Calypso, the (air goddess, hade him to keep 
ever oo the left as he traversed the deep. Ten days and seven he 
sailed traversing the deep, and on the eight*. •. . appeared 

the shadowy hills of the land of the Phacacians, at the point 
where it by nearest to him; and it showed like a shield in the 
iruvy iJrrji. 

Now the lord, the shaker of the eanh, on his way from the 
Ethiopians espied him afar oil from the mountains of the Solymi: 
even thence he saw Odysseus at he sailed over the deep; and he 
was mightily angerod in spirit, and waking his head he com- 
muned wiih has own hrart. Lo DOW, it mutt he that the gods at 
the bit lute changed their purpose coixexniiig Odysaeiii, while I 
was away among the Ethiopians, And now be is nigh to the 
Pfiacacinn land* where it is ordained that he exapc the great 
issues of the woe which hath come upon him. But, methinks, that 
even yet 1 will drive him far enc t suffering.* 

h tha: hr gathered trs* J troubled the wain* of the 

deep, grasping his trident in his hands; and he roused all storms of 

all manner of winds, and shrouded in clouds the land and sea: and 

down sped nt^ht from heaven. The Last Wind and the South 

lashed, and the stormy West, and r Kr \$ two in 

-ir, rolling onward a great wasr. Then were the In*** 

of Odysseus loosened and his bean fuelled, and heavily he spake to 

hu own great spir 

"Oh. wretched man that 1 am! what is to befal me at the last? 1 

.deed the goddess spake all i who said 

should till easurc of sorrow on the deep, or ever 1 came to 

and In, all these thing* have an end. In Mich 

doth Zrus crown the wide heaven with douds» and hath 

troubled the deep, and the blasts rush on of all die winds; yea, 

- utter doom assured me. Thnce blessed those Danaaas, 

•les blessed, who perished on a time Troy-land, 
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doing a ploiurr to the tons of Atreui! ftd dut ! coo 

hjd died, and rncc mjr fate on that day wbi Trojans 

* j\t their bronze-shod spears upon me, t w like body of 

ton of Pclcusl So ihuuld 1 have gotten I of buiial, and the 

Achj> mid have sprci BMi but now it ii ray : 

be overtaken by a pitiful dear 

n at hr spake, (he great wave smote down upon him, drmi 
on in terrible wiie, that the r.ift reeled again. And far th 

X, and tost the helm (mm hit hand; and the StfCV blast of tl 
jostling winds came an. 1 . I rnasc in the I uJ uil ar-t! 

m fell I i, Lone time the water kept mm 

under, nor could he speedily rite from beneath the rush i 

for the garment* hung heavy which fair Calypso 
Bu lata and at length he came up, and spat forth 
his mouth the bitter alt water, which ran down in stream, 
hi* head. Yet even so forgot he not hn raft, far all his wr« 
I made a iprifl % and clutcho: 

aid sot in the midst thereof, avoiding the issues of death; 
ir great wa\-e wept it hither and thither along the stream. 
And as the North Wi that] 

i Ao4\£ tb pi in and close ihe tufts cling each ro odn 
10 tin v. it, Sue the raft hither and thither along the main 
the South would toss it to the North to carry, and now again dM 
tbi West to cfcfl 
But the daughter of f i \, Ino of the fair fl 

Ixucuihrj. wh< past was a maiden of mortal speech, bufl 

now in the depths of the salt sea site hjd gotten her share of war* 
•hip i god*. She look pity on Odyssc, 

and travail, und she rr, *i the 

depth of the mere, and ta: upon the well-bound 
log: 
Hapless one, whereiorr was Poseidon, shaker of the ca 

I. with thee, seeing tlut he jowcth foe thee the seed* 
tv ovila? Yet shall II end nf thee, for all his 

Ira. Dut tlo even at 1 tell thee, and >ti an not wit- 

leaa. Can off these garm drib before the 

•lime hands and strive to win 
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footing on the coast' of the Phaeaciant, where fit is decreed thai 
thou escape. Here, ttltl 1 imiwridaable and wind ic al 

thy breast; so is there no (car that thou suiter aught or perish, 
when thou hast laid hold of the mainland with thy hands, loose 
it from off thee and cast it into the wine-dark deep far from the 
land, and thyself turn may,' 

i that the goddess gave the veil, and for her part dived back 
into the heaving deep, lilce a sea-gull: and the dark wave closed 
over her. But the steadfast, goodly Odysseus pondered, and hcavil 
be spoke to his own brave spirit i 

'Ah, woe is mc! Can it be that some one of the immortals is 
weaving a new snare for me, that she bids mc quit ray raft ? Nay 
vnBfi 1 w 11 not yet obey, for I had sight of the shore yet a 
way off, where she told toe that 1 might escape. 1 am resolved what 
I will do;— and racthinks on this wise it is best. So long as the um- 
bers abide in the dowels, so long will I endure steadfast in affli 
but so soon as the wave luth shattered my raft asunder, I will swim, 
for meanwhile no better counsel rruy be.* 

While yet he pondered these things in liii heart and soul, Poseidoi 

shaker of the earth, stirred against him a great wave, terrible 

grievous, and vaulted from the crest, and therewith smote him. 

And as when a great tempestuous wind tosseth a heap of parched 

husks, and v :n this way and that, even so did the W 

scatter the long beam . H. But Odysseus bestrode a single 

beam, as one ridcth on a courser, and atript him of the garments 

which lair Calypso gave him. And presently he wound the veil 

beneath his breast, and fall prone into the txa, outstretching his 

hands as one eager to id the lord, the shaker of the earth. 

saw htm and shook his head, and communed with Isis own soul. 

'Even *>, aftrr all thy sufferings, go wandering over the deep, idl 

thou shale come among a people, the fost ■. Yet for all 

that. 1 deem not that thou abfll liyself too lightly afflicted-" 

Therewith lie lashed his steeds of the flowing manes, and came 

to Atgae, where is hu lordly home. 

■tit Sam* arts an ortai oo tU Uad. ec H rrm ■rWnrily soot &i*g . '***- 

nytmg. *»d had m> *ka ui rtun. TU culid oc wi«;m br. c. «ikJ m Sopii. fUxt. 

: t. Atl laO*. sYrrin ty, pntut*. #«rr4r « (Xlywr ir. 019, x». 119, uul 
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Bur Aihrnc, <hi!gluf-r xl in new thought*. Behold, 

she bound up the courses of iln* oilier winch) and * liem 

all to cease asid bt! still; but sise roused the swift Nofl i.ikr 

tise wives before kirn that so Odysseus, o£ the seed of Zeus, nftjjgbt 
:1c with die Phaeacians, lovers of the oar, avoiding death and 
tlw Ea 
So lor two nights and rwo days he was wandering in the swell 
11 :ut heart boded of death. tut 

the fair-tressed Dawn brougl I the tudl light D Here- 

after the breeze fell, and lo. there was a breathless calm, and with a 
it glance alie^d, (he being upborne on a great wave,) he saw 
the land very near. And even as when most welcome h ireo 

it ihr sasjcht ol a father's it D sickness and strong |> 

long wasting away, some angry x<k! himj and to ihi 

it the gods have looted him from his tmuble; so wekomi 
to Odysseus showed land and wood; and he swam onward, ban] 
eager to set foot on the strand. But when bo was within earshot 
cf the shore, and heard now die thunder of the sea against tbi 
reefs— for the great wave (.rushed against the dry land be! 

bla v.' ( v, ind all WU Covered with foam of the sea*— for there 
were no harbours for ships nor shelters, but jutting headland* 
reefs and clirft, then at last the knees of Odysseus were tootei 
kean meked, and in heaviness he spake to his own h 
spirit: 

*Ah me! now thai beyond all hope Zeus hath given me si 
land, and withal I have doven my way through this gulf of the sea, 
no place to land on from out i- , water. For 

without are sharp crags, and round thern tl ors sure. 

and sheer the smooth 1 . and the sea is iltrp thereb) 

mae may I find firm foudioid and escape my banc, 
fain Huuld go ashore, (be great wave may ha; At%d dash nse 

on the jagged rock— and a d be. But 

if I swim yet further along the coast to find, if I may, spats 
take the wav ■-? the storm- 

wind catxh me a.; over tlse crrmtng deeri, making 

heavy moan; or else stwne god nuy even tend forth agamst me a 
monster from out of the shore water; and many such pastured 
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word Amphiuiie. For 1 know how wroth again* nic hath 
been the great Shaker of the Earth.' 

Whilst yet be pondered these things in his heart and mind, a 
great ware bore him to the rugged shore, 'lherc would he have 
been itript of hi* viun and .ill his bones been broken, but that the 
gooVseu, grey-eyed Athene, jmn i thought IfltO hi* heart. He mdied 
in. and with both hi\ hands clutched the rock, whereto he dung 
till die great wave went by. So he escaped that peril, but again with 
backward wash it leap , and smote hiro and caat him forth 

into the deep. And as when the cutileruh it dragged forth from 
his chamber* the many peri' tuckers, even so was 

the skin vuij i strong hand against the rocks, and the great 

ware closed over him. There of a truth would luckiest Odysseus 
have perished beyond that which was ordained, had not grey-eyed 
Athene given him sura counsel. He rose from the line of the 
breakers that belch upon the shore, and swam outside, ever look* 
ing landirardv to find, if he might, ipitx tlui take tlir waves 
aslant, and havens of the sea. But when he came in his swimming 
over against the mouth of a faardowing river whereby the place 
svjemed beit in has eyes, smooth of rocks, and withal there was a 
coven from the wind, Odysseus felt the river running, and prayed 
tn him U) hi* hrjn : 

"licit roc, O king, whosoever thou art; unto thee am I come, as 
ID oos to whom prayer is made, while 1 flee the rebukes of Poseidon 
born the deep. Yea, reverend even to the deathless gods is that man 
who comes as a wanderer, even as I now have come to thy stream 
and to thy knees after rmxh travail Nay pi ■; tin [ 

awavr myself thy suppliant.' 

So spake he, and the god straightway stayed his stream and 
wtthhclJ has waves, and made the water smooth before ham* and 
bro*i safely to the mouths of the river. And his knees 

bowed and h . f*ir hi* heart was broken by the 

■h was all swollen and a great stream of sea water 
gushed up through hu mouth and nostrils. So he by without 
breath or speech, swooning, such terrible weariness came upon fa 
vhen now hit brc. i spirit came to him again, 

ted from or? him the '•<■ goddess, and let it fall into 
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ibe salt flowing river. And the great wave bare it back down ihe 
ureim, and lighdy Ino caught it in her hand*. Then Odysseus 
turned from the river, and fell back in the reeds *od kissed earth, 
the grain-giver, and heavily he spake unto hit own brave trxi 

'Ah, aide me? what dull hapjwn unio 

at the bit? !i the river bed all through die careful mj 

I fear that the bitter frost and fresh dew may overcome me, ai 
breathe forth my life for faintness, for Use river breeze blows cold 
betimes in the morning. But if I climb the hill-side up to the shady 
wood, ami therr ukr rest in the thicketi, though perchancr the 
cold and weariness leave hold of me, and sweet sleep may come 
ovrr mc, I fear lc» of wild beasts 1 become the spoil and prey.' 

So as he thought thereon this seemed to him the bene: 
He went up to the wood, and found it nigh tl 
of svide pfTwpm. 9o hi crrj* henrath twin bushes that grrw from 
one sum, both oliv. m d them wild olive. Throogh these 

the force of the wet wir.dt blew never, neither did the bright sun 
b his rays, nor could the rain pierce through, so close 
were they twined ill <her; and thereunder crept 0»! 

and anon he heaped together v*ith his hands a broad cot 
fallen leaves there was gieat plenty, enough to CO brae 

men in winter time, however hard the weather. And the 
goodly Odysseus beheld it and rejoiced, and he laid him in the mid* 
thereof and (lung over him the fallen leaves. And ax when a man 
j! :n the black en farm, 

one tlut hath iui neighbours nigh, 10 Itcb die seed o 

\m may not have to seek therwherr, even so did 

Odysscui cover him with the leaves. And Athene *hed sleep upon 
his eyes* thai so it might soon release him from his weary travail, 
ovenhadrjwmg his e-yrlids. 






BOOK VI 

Natatxaa, going to a river near thai $ Jaie to wash the cloche* of her 
Csther, modier, and brethren, while the clothe* were drying played with 
her maids at ball; and Odysseus coming forth is fed and clothed, and 
led on his way 10 the home of her father, Kinj; Alcinou*. 



s 



|0 there he lay asleep, the steadfast goodly Odysseus, fordone 
with roil and drowsiness; Meanwhile Athene went to the 
land and the city of the Phacaujiix nfao uf old, upon a 
time, dwelt in spacious II the Cyclopes they dwelt, 

men exceeding proud, who harried them continually, being mightier 
dim they. Thence the godlike N'austUsous made them depart, and 
he carried thern away, and planted them in Scberia, far otT £rom men 
live by bread. And hr drew a wall ground tin* town, and 
builded houses and made temples for the gods and meted out their 
fields. Howbeit crc this had he been strxken by fate, and had 
gone do* n to the house of Hades, and now Acinous was reigning, 
with wisdom granted by the gods. To his house went the goddess, 
grey-eyed Athene, devising a return fnr the great-hearted Odysseus. 
She betook her 10 the rich-wrought bower, wherein was sleeping a 
maiden like to the gods in form and comeliness, Nausicaa, the 
daughter of Akanous, high of heart. Beside her on either hand of 
the pillars of the door were two handmaids, dowered with beauty 
from the Graces, and the ihlning doors were shut. 

But the goddess, fleet a* the breath of the w:nd. swvj* towards 

the cotK I maiden, and stood aiwve her head, and spoke to 

her in the ambiance of the daughter of a famous seafarer, Dymas, 

rl of like age with Nau*icu;j, *.vho had found grace in her sight. 

In her shape the grey-eyed Athene spake to the princess, saying: 

, how hath thy mother so heedless a maidm to her 
tlai o» thou hast shining raiment that lies by thee uncared 

for, and thy marriage-day is near at hand, when thou thyself must 
needs go be- ad, and haw garments to give to them who 

shall lead thee to the house of the bridegroom* And, behold, 
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these arc the things whence a good report prx-x abroad among 
men, wismiu a father and lady mother take delight. But come, 
let us arise arid go svwashii hi breaking or the day, and 

I will follow with thee to be thy mate in the toil, that without delay 
thou mayst get thc< ly thou art not long to be 

maiden. Lo, already they are wooing thee, the noblest youth* 
all the Phmarttnt among that paopk wbnot thou thyadf don 
draw thy lineage. So come, beseech chy Dfil m the 

morning to furnish thee with mules and a wain to carry the men's 
raiment, and the robes; sod the shining coverlet*. Yea and for thy- 
self it is seemlier far to go thus than on foot, for the placet where 
wc mim waah ire .< groat way off the to* 

So spoke the grey-eyed Athene, and departed m Olympus, when** 
as they say, is the seat of the gods that startdeth fast for cvt 
by winds is it shaken, nor ever wet « . nor doth the snow 

come tugh thereto, but most clear air is spread about it cloudless, 
am 1 , thr white light floats over it. Therein the Messed gods art glad 
for all their days, and thither Athene went when she had 
j11 to the raaiden, 

Anon came tbe throned Djwh, and awakened Nauaicaa 
fair robes, who marvelled on the dream, and went 

through the halls to tell her parents, her father dear and her mother. 
And she found theni wi'.hiii, her mcidici littiiuf by die hearth frith 
the women Iter handmaids* --ca-puiptc stai 

her father she met a.* he wa* Rom^ forth to the renowned kinsrs in 
their council, whither the noble Ptueacians culled him. bunding 
dose by her dear father she spake, sayin. ~ouidst 

thoti not lend me a high waggon with wrung wheels, that I m*y 
he goodly latment to die tivei I so much as 1 hive 

lying soiled/ Yea and it ii seemly due thou thyself, wheal thou art 
with the princes in council, shouldest have fresh raiment to wear. 
■here are fa* dear sons of thine in the halls, two married, btit 
nty bachelors, and these are always eager for oew-wathm 
garments wherein to go to the dances; fur all these diings have I 
taken thought/ 

This she said, because sbe wa» ashamed to speak of glad nuina^e 
to her father; but be saw- all and answered. sa> 
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Neither ihc mule* nor aught else do 2 grudge thee, my child 
Go thy ways, and the thralls shall got thee ready a high waggon 
with good wheels and fitted with an upper frame.* 

Therewith he called to his men, and they gave w, and without 

:hr p.il.nc iJ-jry made ready the stnoutlwuiitiin.; mule-wain, and 

Ird the mules beneath the yoke, and harnessed them under the car. 

den brought forth from her bower the tbunog raiment. 

This she stored in the polished car, and her mother rilled a basket 

with all manner of food to the bean's desire, dainties too she set 

therein, and she poured wine into a goat-skin bar! 

climbed into the warn. Ami her tin niter gave her soft olive oil also 

m a golden cruse, that she and her maidens might anoint themselves 

r the bath. Then Naaveaa took the whip and the lUttflg 

reins, and touched the mules to start them; then there was a clatter 

of hoofs and on they strained without (sagging, with their load 

at the raimrr.t and rhe maiden. Not alone did she gu, fur her 

lams followed with her. 

Now when dtcy were come to the beautiful stream of the river, 
where truly were the g cisterns, and bright water weikd 

up free from beoeath, and flowed past, enough to wash the foulest 
nests clean, there the girls unharnessed the mules from under 
list chirk*, and then loose they drove diem along the 

banks of the eddying nver to graze on the honey-sweet clover. Then 
they took the garments from the wain, in their hands, and bore 
them to the black water, and bnskly trod them down in the trenches, 
in busy ri N'ow when they had washed and clesnsed all the 

«ing thr sheer of the deep, even 
where the sea, in beating on the coast, washed the pebbles dean. 
Then having bathed and anointed them well with olive oil, they 
took their mid-day meal on the nver's bank, waiting oil the dot 
should dry in ihe brightness of the sun. Anon, when they were 
satisfied with food, the and the princess they fell to playing 

at f way their tires, and among them Nausicaa of the 

whi- -v-in rise song. And even as Artemis, the archer, 

moveth down the moi .. the ridges of lofty Taygetus 

or Erymaml.t g her pastime in the chase of boars and swift 

deer, an tier the wild woud*nymphs chipart them, the 
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daughters of Zettt, lord of the aegis, and Letn b glad at heart, 
while high over .ill she rear* her head and brows, and easily may she 
be known,— but all arc fair; even so the girl unwed outshone her 
maiden company. 

Hut when now she was about going homewards, after yoking 
I nules and folding up the goodly raiment, then grey-eyed At ' 
11 lined to other ihou^ *> Odysseus might awake, and m 

iIk- ktvcly rr.aidcn, who should be his guide 10 the city of 

M ocian men. So then the princess threw the ball at one of her 
company; she missed the girl, and cast the hull into the deep 
eddying current, whereat they all raised a piercing cry. Then the 
goodly Odysseus awoke and sat up, ponder.ng in his heart 
spirit: 

*\V«< is me! to what men's land am 1 come now? t*y, are they 
froward, and wild, and unjust, or arc they hospitable, and 
fearing mind? How shrill a cry of maidens rings round me, of the 
1 phi rlu: hold i, and the I thi 

grassy lethinks. that I am near m 

of human speech. Go to, I myself will make trial and see.' 

11 tl >e goodly Odysseus crept out from under the < 

rokeil Wkfc his ■rang hand a leafy bough from the li 
wood, to hold athwart his body, that it might hsde hit nakedness 
withal tad Evdl Iw ullied tike a lion mountain-bred, mitring 
Ml Krcngtb* who fare* ■ 1 and rained 

eyes; amid the kine he goes or amid the sheep or H k of the 

wild deer; yea, his belly bids him go even to the good homestead 
to make assay upon the flocks. Even so Odysseus was fain to draw 
n»gh to the fair-t rested maidens, all naked as he was, such need 
had come upon him, Dut he was terrible in iheii eyes, being nui 

ihr salt sea U :hcy fled cowering here ud 

the jutting spits of shore. And the daughter ai Alcinous alone sti 
firm, for Athene gave her courage of heart, and took all frcmh 

limbs- So she halu-.: *>d over agaii and 

< Myssrus considered whether hr should clasp the knees of the L 
maiden, and so make his prayer, or should itand as he was, j 
and beseech her with smooth words, if haply she might show him 
the town, and give him raiment. And at he thought * 
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it seemed better to stand apart, and beseech her wiih smooth words, 
lest the maiden should be angered with him if he touched her 
knees : so straightway he spake a sweet and cunning word : 

I supplicate thee, O queen, whether thou art a goddess or a 
moral I If indeed thou art a goddess of them that keep the wide 
heaven; to Artemis then, the daughter of great Zeus, I mainly 
liken thee, fur beauty and stature and shapeliness. But if thou art 
one of the daughters of men who dwell on earth, thrice blessed 
are thy father and thy lady mother, and thrice blessed thy brethren. 
Surely their souls ever glow w.th gladness for thy sake, each time 
thry sec thrr entering :lw tbr.<e, *> fair a flower n( maidens. But 
he is of heart the most blessed beyond all other who shall prevail 
with gifts of wooing, and lead thee to his home. Never have mine 
eyes beheld such an one among mortals, neither man nor woman; 
great awe comes upon me as I look on thee. Yet in Dcios once I 
aw as goodly a l young sapling of a palm tree springing 

by the altar of Apollo. For thitl>cr too I went, and much po< 
me, on that path where my aorc troubles were to be. Yea, and when 
I looked thereupon, long time I marvelled in spirit,— for never 
grew there yet so goodly a shoot from ground,— e\en in such wise as 
I wonder at thee, lady, and am astonied and do greatly fear to (ouch 
thy knees, though grievous sorrow II Upon me. Yesterday, on the 
■ iticih da), I escaped from the wine*slark deep, but all that time 
continually the wave bare me, and the vehcmcr.t winds dravc, from 
the tsle Ogygia. And now some god has cast me on this shore, that 
here too, methinks, some e\il may betide mr; for I trow not that 
ubie will cease; the godsrrr that timr 11 TOW} a thing 

on. But, OjUccn, have pity on me, for after many trials and sote 
■t all am I come, and of the other folk, who hold this 
aty. and land, 1 know no man. Nay show roe the town, give me 
an old garment to cast about me, if thou hadst, when thou earnest 
hen-. may the gods grant thee all thy 

heart's desire: a hu.4io.nd am! a home, and a mi ml at one with his 
may thry give— a good gift* for there is nothing mightier and 
nobler than when roan and wife are of one heart and mind in a 
boose, a grief to their foes, and to their friends great joy, bur their 
own hearts know it best.' 
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Then Nausicaa of the white arms answered him, and said: 
ngcr, forasmuch as ihou secmest no cv.t nun nor foolish — 
and it is Olympian Zeus himself that givetn weal to men, lo the 
good and to the evil, to each one as he will, and this thy lot dr. 
lew is of him, and so thou must in anywise endure it: — and iuiw. 
since thou hast come i y and chit land, thou shah not I 

raiment, nor aught else that is the due of a hapless suppliant, when 
he has met them who can befriend him. And I will show thee the 
town, and name the name of the people. The Phaeacians I 
thai city and laru^, and I n thl dlUgfctV of Alrinous, great of 
a. on whom all the might and force of the PbaeatLans dejv 

Thus she stake* and called to lier maidens of the fair Irenes: 
'Halt, my maidens, whither flee ye at the sight of a man? Ye 
surely do not take him for an enemy ? That mortal breathes not, 
and never will be born, who shall come with war to the land of 
the Phaesaciaat. fur the)' are rrry <lear Cn the gods. Far apart we 
hi the wash of the waves, the oufcrmo* of men, and no other 
mortals are conversant with us. Nay, but this in 
less one come hither in his wanderings, whom now wo muse kindly 
entrrat, foe all strangers and beggars arc from Zeus, and a li 
gifi is detr. So* my maiden*, give rhe stranger meat and 
and buthc him in the river, where withal is a shelter : 
winds.' 

So she spake, but they had halted and called each 10 the other, 
and they brought Odysseus to the sheltered place, and made hit 
sit down, u Natukaa bade them, the el ugh 

of heart. Reside him they laid a mantle, and a doublet foe raim 
and gave him soft olive oil in the golden cruse, and bade him wash 
in the streams o: 'I hen goodly Odysseus spake among 

the maidens, tayin>; 1 pray you stand thus apart, while 1 my sell 
wash ilvo hriise from my shoulders, and anoint me with olive 
for truly nil is Ion;; a manner to my our ugh: I wi| 

not bathes i ashamed to make me naked in the company 

<d maidens." 

Then thry wmt apart and told all to their lady. But with il 
riv*r water the goodly Odysseus washed from his skin the talr 
I hat covered his back and broad shoulders, and fiuna hia head 
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be wiped ;he crusted brine of the barren sea. Bur wlien he bad 
washed hi) whole body, and anointed him v oil, and had 

«cif in the raiment chat tnc iinwcddcd maiden gave him, 
then Athene, the daughter of Zeus, made him greater and more 
trighty to behold, and from hi* head caused deep curling locks 10 
now, like tl:. 1 flower. And as when some skilful man 

oki ujxiii silver— one that Hepluestus and Pallas Athene 
have taught all manner of craft, and full of £Tacc is his handiwork — 
even so did Athene shed grace about his head and shoulders. 

Then to the shore of the sea went Odysseus apart, and sat down, 
glowing in beauty and grace, and r h. urvdfadai inm. and 

spake areoog her Eair-tressed ■- saying; 

'Listen, my wh;tc-armed maidens, and I will say somewhat. Not 
without the will of all the gods who hold Olympu; hath this man 
come among the godlike Phaeacians. Erewhile he seemed to me 
uncomely, but now he i* like the godi that keep the wide heaven. 
Would that pjch an one might be called my husband, dwelling 
bete, and that it might plea*? him here to abide! But come, my 
maklens give the stranger meat and drink/ 

Thus she spake, and they g ear and hearkenrd, and see 

beside Odysseus meat and drink, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus 
did eat and drink eagerly, for it was long since he had taste*! Good. 

Now Nausscaa of die white arms had another thought. She 
folded the raiment and stored it in the goodly wain, and yoked the 
mules strong of hoof, and herself climbed into the car. Then she 
called on Odysseus, and spake and hailed him: 'Up now, stranger, 
and rouse thee to go to the city, that I may convey thee to the house 
i»f my wisr father, where. I pturniae li*r, thou shall get knowledge 
of aO the noblest of the Phaeociaiu. But do thou even as 1 tell thee, 
and thou sternest a discreet man enough. S»o long as we are passing 
along the fields and farms of men, do thou fare quickly with the 
maidens behind the mules and rl md I will lead the 

way. But when we set mor within the city,— whereby goes a high 
will with towers, and theie is a bit haven oq cither side of the 
ml narrow is the entrance, and curved ships aax drawn up 
on esthcr hand of the mole, for all the folk have stations tor their 
•snarls, each man on* for him self. And there it the place of assembly 
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about the goodly temple of Poseidon, furnished with heavy 
deep beddod in the earth. There men look to die gear of the 

ivrsan and sails *nd there they fine down the airs. Foe 
the Pbacacians raw not for bow nui quiver, but fur OlMU, and 
oars of ships, and gallant barques. wherein rcjotcitur they a 
the grey sea. Their nag speech it is that I would avo 

tome man afterward rebuke me, jnd there are but too many insolent 
EoUe among the pi Ofl of die baser sort might n 

tnc arid My: "Who is this tiut HM with Nauiic.ii, this I 
goodly stranger? Where found si* him? Her hasband he will be, 
her vary own. Either she has taken in some shipwrecked wanderer 
of strange men,— for no men dwell near us; or some god has come 
in answer to her butam prayer; fn»m heav .1 tended, 

and will luvc her In write fur evermore. Better so, if Isersrlf she lias 
cd abroad and found a lord from a strange land, for Wily she 
holds in no regard the Phaeacians here in this country, the many men 
and noble who arc her wooers." So will they speak, and this would 
turn to my reproach. Yea, and I myscK would tl :>Um« of 

another majdep who did RM b things in despite of her friends her 
father and mother being still alive, and waa conversant with men 
before the day of open wedlock. But, stranger, beed well wf 
say, that as soon as may be thou ma yen gain at my father's bands 
an escort and urn. Thou shalr find a fair grove of Athene, 

a poplar groie near th nd a spring wells forth therein, arid 

a meadow lies all around. Then is m> demesne, and 

fruitful close, within the sound of a man's shout Emm the city 
thco down there and wait until such time as we may have come 
into the city, and reached the house of my father. But when thou 
deeuicst that the 

Phaeacians, *J r the bouse of my father Aldnous, high of 

heart. It li easily known, and i.ld be thy guide, 

nowise like it are budded the houses of tlu I ns, so guodly 

be palace of the hero Alcinous. But when thou an within the 
shadow n( il.r lulls ursd the coun, pass quickly through the great 
, (ill thou comes tu my mother, m the hearth in dse 

of the fire, weaving yarn of sea-purple ■tain, a wood*! 
bold. Her chair is leaned against a pillar, and her maide 
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hind her. And there my father** throne leans dose to hers, wherein 
■U and drinks his wine, like an immortal. Pass thou by him, 
and caw thy booth about my mother's knees, that thou mayett see 
quickly and with joy the o* turning, even if thou art from 

a Wfy fa If but her heart be kindly disposed toward ihee, 

then is there hope that thou shale Me thy friends, and come to thy 
well builded house, and i<> thine own coui ' 

She spake, and smote the mules with the shining whip, and 
quickly they left behind them the streams of the rivet. And well 
they trotted and well they piced, an<! slir took herd to drive in 
such wise that the maidens and Odysseus might follow on foot, 
and cunningly she plied the Ush. Then the sun set, and they came 
h« famous grove, the sacred place of Athene; so there the goodly 
Odv . Then straightway be prayed to the daughter 

of migh- tne, child "f Zeus, I ■ *r - 1 U ihr aegis, un- 

wearied maiden; hear me even now, since before thou heardest 
not when I WU smitten on the sea, when tlse renowned Earth Shaker 
smote mc. Gnat me to come to the Phaeacians as one dear, 

So he spake in pr: Pallas Athene heard him; but she d$d 

Dot yet appear ro him face to fare, for she had regard unto hrr 
Either** brother, who furiously raged against the godlike Odysseus. 
till be mould come to I 




BOOK VII 

Odysseus being recti* i M lie house of the kiaj* Alcinous, the queen 
att*r suffer, taking robce of his garments, gives Kim on < !a*e 

hit passage ihnhcf on the rait. Alcincus promise* him a convoy ior 
the mvtf 

SO he prayed then?, the ueadfast goodly Od> I Ho 

two uoag imilfli bare the prin 
slur had now come lo the famous palace at her father, she 
halted at the gateway, and round licx gathered Iki brothers, men 
like lo th< iey loosed the mules from under the 

J carried tlie rain, :l But the maiden betook 

uuher; and an a^Ltl rjatac from Aprraea kindled the fire for 
r, Eurymcdusa, the lundmaid of die chamber, whom the l 

her 
a prize for Alcinous mmg that he bare rule over all the Phaaacuta 
and the people him ai to a god. She waited on tl 

umed Nauskaa in the palace lulls; die was worn to 
Sra and |)rc|>afe the sujjpcr in the irn 
At that same hour Od>sxus roused him to go to the dty, and 
to ibed a deep mirt about Odyueus for the favour that she bare 
him, lest 10] of the Phaeicians, high of heart, should rm« 

eeh, and who 1st- ms\ Hu: 

lie wis DOW jbom tu enter the pleasant city, then the gi 
grey-eyed Athene, met him, in die fashion of a young n 
ing a m, and gocx!. 

M> thou not lead me to the palace of the lord 

I Oj I ii» come here, 

. wricrcfore 

of the folk who possess t' -nd cour mi 

nun.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him m 
now, i i stranger, 1 will u\mv thee die hocise thai thou bid 

90 
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me declare; for it lies near the palace of my noble father; behold* 
be silent as thou goest, and 1 will lead die way. And look on no 
man, nor <iuc£>on any. For these men do not gladly suffer strangers, 
nor lovingly entreat whoso corncth from a strange land. They trusx 
to the speed of their swift ships, wherewith they cross the >- 
gulf, tor the Kjnh-shafcrr hath vouchsafed them this power. Their 
1 of a bard, or as a thought. 1 
Therewith Pallas Athene led ti* wi ., and he followed 

hard in the footsteps of the goddess. And it came to pass that the 
Phaeaoans, mariners renowned, marked him not as he went down 
the city through their midst, for tbe fair-tressed Athene suffered 
k not, thai awful goddess, who shed a wondruus mist about him, 
fur the favour that site lure him in her heart. And Odysseus mar- 
velled at the haven* and the gallant ships, yea and the places of 
assembly of the heroes, and the long high walls crowned with 
palisades, a marvel to behold. But when they had now come to 
the famous pa tare of the kin£, the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, 
spake first 

*Lo, here, . nd stranger, it 'he house that thou would** 

hare me show thee: and thou shah find king* at the feast, the fos- 
terlings of Zeus; enter then, and fear 00c in thine heart, for the 
dauntless man is the best in every adventure, even though he come* 
from a strange land. Thou alult find the queen first in die 1 
Arete is use name whereby men call her, and she came even 0! 
those that begat the Icing Akinous, First Nausithous was son of 
Poseidon, die Earth-shaker, and of Periboea, the comebest of 
werners, youngest daughter of greathearted Eurymedoti, who 
vn\ king among die haurhty Giants, Howisrst, lie destroyed 
one people, and was himself destroyed, bot Poseidon lay 
nth t'enboca and begat a son, proud Nausithous, who sometime 
was princ* among the Phaeacian*; anr! Nausithous begat Rhexenoc 
and Alrinout- While Rhrxcnor had as yet no son, Apollo of thr 
stiver bow smote him, a groom new wed, leaving in hi* halls 
I Arete; and Akinous look her to wife, and honoured 
other woman in the world is honoured, of all that now-a-days 
keep house under the hand of their lords. Thus she bath, and hath 
ever had. all worship heartily from her dear children and from her 
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lord Alcinout and from all die folk, who look oo her a* on a god- 
dess, and greet her with reverend speech, when the goes about ihe 
rown. Yea, for she too h;nh no lack of understanding. To whomto 
slse shows favour, erven if they be men. slsc end* tlieir feuds. 1 If hut 
her lieart be kindly disposed lo thee, then i% there good hope that 
thou rnayest sec thy friends, and come to th -:>fed 

and tlunc own couti 

Therewith greycyed \tbeae departed over the unh.irvested 
and left pleasant Scheria, bji I cat ion and wulr-wayed 

Athens, and entered the good houae of Erechiheus. Mean 
Odysseus went nous palace of Alcinous, and his heart was 

many thought* as he stood there or ever he had reached the 
threshold of brorw. For there was a gleam as ic were of sun 
moon through the higlwonfed lull of gi liraien 

Ire walls wl 11 1; ran this way and that from the threshold to 
the inmost chamber, and round them was a frieze of blu- 
golden weie the doors that closed in the good house. ! 
the door-posts that were set on the brazen threshold, and wiser the 
lintel thereupon, and the hook of tlse door was of gold. A 
either wde stood golden hounds and afar* which tlephaetfu.s 
wrought : nnmg, to guard the palace of greathearted 

Alcinous, being free in-m dead) and age all their (kff, And within 
were scats arrayed against the v- my and that, from the 

threshold evrn to ihr inmost chamber, and thereon were spread light 
coverings finds <>;k of wnrnert. There the Phaea- 

cian chieftain* were wont to ; xnd drinking, for thc> had 

i.al store. Yea, and there were youths fashioned in gold, 
standing on firm-set bases, widl iunds, 

hi through ! to the fasten in tlse palxe. And he 

had fifty handmaids in the house, and some grind the yellow grain 
on the millstone, and otlscr* weave webs and turn the yarn as they 
ait, restless as the leaves of the tall poplar tree: and the 
oil drops oi i> closely is u woven. For as the Phaeacian 

men are skilled beyond all others in driving a swift ship upon the 
deep, even so ate tlse women tile most Ci 
Atbcostatl hie wisdom in all fair Isandiwo; 

jpi*. And lot tax wocma %h» I»vwk wS> emit tkc fcwii J uW W0« aba. 
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wit. And without the courtyard hard by the door is j great 
garden, of four pZoughgates* and a hedge runs round on either side. 

•I there grow tall trees blossoming, pear trees and pomegranates, 
and of pic acts with bright fruit, and sweet figs, and olives in I 
hloom. The fruit of these trees never perisheth neither faileth. winter 
nor uirnmrr, enduring through all the year. Evermore the West 

»d blowing brings some fruits to birth and ripen- Pear 

upon pear waxes old, and apple on apple, yea ud cluster npens 
upon cluster of the grape, and fig upon fig. There too hath be j 
fruitful vineyard planted, whereof the one port is being dried by 
, a sunny plot on lovel ground, while other grape* men are 
gathering, and yet other* they are treading in the wine-press. In the 
iorcmost row are unripe grapes that cast the blossom, and others 

r* L<- that arc growing black to vintaging. There too, skirting the 
fun lit m line, are all manner of garden beds, planted trimly, that are 
perpetually fresh, and therein are two fountains of water, whereof 
one waiters his creams all ahum the garden, and the other runs over 

BM il Ivneath the threshold of the courtyard, and issues by the 
lofty bouse, and thence did the townsfolk draw water. These were 
the splendid gifts of the gods in the palace of A lei nous. 

r the aradfast goodly Odysseus wood and gazed. But when 
he ill and wondered, he passed qajrJdy ovrr the thres- 

hold within the house. And he found the captains and the counsel- 
lors of the Phaeacians pouring forth wine to the keen- lighted god, 
the slayer of Argot ; for to him they poured the last cup when they 
wxre minded to take rest. Now ihe steadfast goodly Odysseus went 
through the It. ill. dad in a (hick mist, which Athene shed around 
him. till lie came to . ! the king A Litmus. And Odysseus 

cast his hands about the knees of Arete, and then it was that the 
wondrous mist melted from off him, and a silence fell on them 
that were within the house at the sight of him, and they mar. 
d him. Then ( uegnn hi* prayer: 

tighter oi venor, after many toils am I come 

usd to these guests, and may the 
gr> hem a happy life, and may each one leave to his 

dren after hi in his substance in his halls and whatever dues of 
honour the people have rendered unto him. But speed, 1 pray you, 
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my porting, thai I may come i Q mine own eoi 

for already too king tin I suili r jrtliction Ear from my friends.' 

Thci \>t him down by the hearth i tl ■ *hcs at the fire, 

and behold, a deal silence tell on ail. And at the Ust the anocnt 
lord Echencut spoke among them, an elder of the Phaeacia 
ccftem in speech and skilled in much wisdom 
pi-nl will he made harangue and spake among them: 

* Alarums, this trul he more seen QOf U it fitting 

th.it the stranger should vit upon the ground m the ash" bj tin 
hearth, while theac men refrain tbem, Nay come, 

hid the stranger arise, and set him on a chair inlaid >, and 

command the hooxhrnen to mix the wine, that we may pour I' 
likewise brfore Zeuv, wlunse j" to thunder, who attendrth 

upon reverend suppliants. And let the housewife give supper to 
the stranger out of such stores as be witiun.' 

Now when the mi ird this «y-ing» he took 

Odysseus, the wise and crafty, by the hai, 

hearth, and set him on a shining chair, whence he hade hn son give 
place, valiant Laodarnas, who sar next him and was hi* dearest. 
And t hand ni d bare water for the hands in a goodly golden ewer, 
and poured it forth over a silver basin to wash withal, and drew to 
hi* side a polished table- And a grave djtne hare wheaten bread and 
set it by him and laid upon the bean 1 linties, giving freely 

uf such things as she had by her. So the stntdLiU goodly Odyssrus 
did atf Bad drink; and then the mighty Alcinuus apake u i 
henchman; 

'Poo to nous, mix the bowl am! serve cm*, the wine U 
hall, that we may pour forth likewise hef .vhnw jo] 

the thundVr, who aui*ndeth upon rrvrrend SHsprJiants.' 

So spake he, and Pone lK-Micy-hcarrrd wine, ^m\ 

served it out to all, wiser, he hid poured for libation into eav 
in turn. But when tley had poured forth and had drunken to their 
heart's content, Alcincut made harangue and spake among nV 
• r me, ye captains and counsellors of the Phaeadant, d 
may speak as my .%f urn bids] nv. Now that the feast I 
hon n thr morning we will caJl >ei more 

ciders together, and entertain the stranger in the hails and do iai 
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sacrifice to the gods, and there, vill likewise bethink as of 

the convoy, thai us widiout pu;n or £rief yonder stranger may by our 
convoy reach his own country speedily and with joy, even though be 
be from very far away. So shall he Miifer no hurt or harm in mid 
passage, ere he set foot on his own land; hut thereafter he shall en- 
dure such things as Fatr md the srern spinning women drew ott 
the spindles for 1 h when his mother b.i 

if he is some deathless god come down from heaven, then do the 
gods herein imagine some new device against us. For always herc- 
loiore the gods appear manifest amongst u\ whensoever we offer 
glorious hecatombs, and they feast by our ride, sirring at the same 
board; yea, and even if a wayfarer going all alone has met with 
tey use no disguise, since we are near of kin to theni, even 
< 'yclopes and the wild tribes of the Giants.' 

And Odywco.s of many counsels answered him, saying: 'Alcinous, 
that thought be far from thee! for 1 bear no likeness either in form 
or fashion to the deathless gods, who keep wide heaven, but to men 
that die. Whomsoever ye know of human kind the heaviest laden 
b sorrow, to rhern m:>:hi 1 liken myself in my griefs. Yea, and 
1 m other woes, even the long talc of toil that by the 

gods' will 1 endured. But as for me, 5*rffer me to sup, afflicted as I 
for nought is there more ttu .; bfOy, H hich 

hirWeth a man p g fiwO B rv» mindful of him, though one be worn 
Atud sorrowful in spirit w of heart; yet ever- 

more be biddeth me eat and drink and nuketh me utterly to forget 
all my sufferings, and cornmandcth me to take my fill. But do ye 
bestir you at the breaking of the day, that so ye may set me, hapless 
as I am. upon my country's soil, albeit after much suffering. Ah, 
and may life leave me wbrn I have hail F mine own posses- 

sions, my thrall*, and my dwelling thar it great and r 

So spake he* and they all assented thereto, and bade send the 
stranger on hi* way, for thai he had spoken aright. Now when they 
poured forth and had drunken to their hearts' content, they 
went eaxh one to his house to lay them to rest. But goodly Odysseus 
was left behind in the lull, and by him sat Arete and godlike 
Akinoui: and the maids cleared away the furniture of the feast; 
and while <armed Ante Erst spake among them. For she knew the 
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man:lc and the doublet, when shr saw the goodly raiment that %he 
i had wrought with the women her handmaids. So she uttered 
her voice and spake to him winged words: 

'Sir, 1 am bold to ask thee first of this. Who art thou of the sons 
of men, and whence? Who gave thee I got ? Didst thou not 

say indeed that thou earnest hither wandering over the deep?' 

Then Odysseus of many go flad her, and said: ' Tis 

km!. O queen, to tell my griefs from end to ei. I it the gods 

of heaven hdtvc vUl I dtx 1 

thee, whereof thou dost question and inquire. ITierc is an isle, 
Ogygia, that lies far olf in the sea; there dwells the <bughtcr of 
Atlat, crafty Calypso, of thr braided tresses, an awful goddess, nor 
is any either of gods or mortals convervint with .-lieu, some 

god brought roc to her hearth, wretched man that 1 am, all alone, 
foe that Zeus wiih wlutc bolt crushed my swift ship and cleft it in 
the midst of the wine-dark deep. There all the rest of my good com- 
pany was lost, but 1 clung with fast embrace about the keel 
curved ship, and so was I borne for nine wliole dayv And 1 
tenth dark night the gods brought me nigh the isle Ogygia. where 
Calypso of the braided tresses dwells, an awful goddess. She look 
:nc in, and with all car* ished me and gave mc sustenance, 

and said that she would mak* mo to know not deai! 
my days; but never did she win my heart within me. There I abode 
for seven years continually, and w b my H 

able raiment that Calypso gave me. But when the c canse 

round in his course, then at last she urged and baic me to be gone, 
by reason of a mc* A may be I ha 

wai turn*! dm forth on a wellboui nd gave me 

plenteous store, bread and sweet wine, ami 

able raiment, and hi a warm and gcml l>U>w. Far 

ten days and seven I sailed, traversing the deep, a 11 J on the eigl . t 
day the shadowy hills of your bud showc I 

was glad— wretched that I was— for sur.K I w.. be the male 

of much sorrov. Oflddon, shaker of thr 1 up the 

winds and stopped my wj 
made a vrondroui *ca w swell, not did ilie vs 
borne upon my rah, as 1 made ceaseless moan. Thus the storm 
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stuttered the raft, but as for me I deft my way through the 
gulf yonder, till the wind hare and thr water brought me nigh your 
coast. Then at I strove to bnd ujxin the shore, rhr w.ivr h.id over- 
whelmed mc, dashing mc against the great rocks and a desolate 
place, but at length I gave way aod swam back, till I came to the 
river, where the place seemed best in mine eyes, smooth of rocks, 
and with.1l there was a shelter from the wind. And as I came t 
sank down, gathering to mt* i n ind immortal night came 

on. Then l gat me fuith atsd away from tJse lieaveu-frd river, and 
bid mc to sleep in the bushes and strewed leaver about mc. and rise 
jfod shed over me infinite sleep. There amonj; the leaves I slept, 
stricken at heart, all die nigh: long, even till the morning and mid- 
day. And the sun sunk when sweet sleep let me free. And I was 
aware of the company of thy daughter disporting them open the 
sand, and there was she in the midst of them like unto the goddesses. 
To her I made my supplication, and she showed no lack of a good 
understanding, behaving, so as thou couldtt not hope for in chancing 
upon one so young; for the younger folk lack wisdom always. She 
gave me bread enough and red wine, and let wash me in the river 
and bestowed on me these garments. Herein, albeit in sore distress, 
have I told thee all the truth.* 

And Ala nous answered again, and spake saying: 'Sir, surely this 
wm no right thought of my daughter, in that she brought thee not 
to our house with the women her handmaids, though thou didst 
fiiu entreat hrr grace.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered, and said unto him: 
'My lord, chide not, I pr;y thee, for this the blameless maiden. 
indeed she bade mc follow with her company, but I would not for 
fear and very shame, lev perchance rhine heart might be clouded at 
the MB At, the tribes of tn 

And Alcinous answered yet again, and sjuke saying: 'Sir. my 
ot Midi tcmrvr « to have been wroth ft 
a cause: due measure in all • beat* Woul her Zeus, 

Athene, am! A|*4lo, would that so goodly a man at thou art, 
i --Jed with mc. thou wouldu w* r, and be 

i o would I give ih 

if thou wuuldst sta) of thine own will: but against thy wiO shall 
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none of the Phacacians keep thev: never be this well pleasing in 
e>es of father Zeus! And now 1 ordain an escort for thee on a certain 
. rhar thou rnaysr surely know, and chat day the morrow. Tbrn 
shak thou by d>ce down overcome by ileep, iod tlicy the while shall 
smite the calm waters, till thou come to thy country and thy house, 
and whatsoever plan ii <lcar to thee, even though it he much farther 
than Euboca, which certain of our men say 1* the farthest of land*, 
they who saw it, when they carried Rhadatmnthus, of the fair hair, 
OS, <nn of Oti I m thkbet thry went, and accom- 
plished d»c journey on the self-same day and won Imcdc again, and 
were not weary. And now shah thou know for thyself how far tny 
ship* are the best, and how my young men excel at tossing the sah 
water with the oar-bboV 

So spake he, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus rejoiced; and then 
: tiered A word .and called aloud to Zeus: Father Zeus, 

oh that Akinous may fulfil all that he hath aaid, so may his I 
DCTcr be quenched upon the eanh, the gratn-gitcr, and I should 
come to mine own bndl' 

Thus they spake one to the other. And white-nrroed Arete bade 
her handmaid* set out bedstead* beneath the gallery, and cast 
purple I'bukcM OTO them, ind verier* above, and thereon 

luck mantles to be a clothing over ail. So ihey went from the 
hall with torch in hand. But when they had busted them and spread 
the good bedstead, they stood by Odysseus and called unto him, 

'Up now, stranger, and get thee to sleep, thy bed is made.' 
So spake they* and it seemed to him that rest was wondrous good. 
So he slept there, the steadfast goodly Odysseus, on the jointed bed- 
stead, beneath the echoing gallery. But Akinous laid him down in 
the innermost chamber of the high house, and by him his 

wife arrayed bedstead and bedding. 













BOOK VIII 

The octf day's entertainment of Odysseus, where he sees them contend 
in winding and odier iwrwiwiiy ar.d upon provocation took up a greater 
stotte thin that which they were throwing, and overthrew them all. 
Akinous and the lords give bun presents. And how the king asked his 
name, Km iiAjnii), and nil tdvCDtitttti 

NOW when early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, then 
the mighty king A lei nous gat liim up from Ins bed; and 
OiI).dcu\ of live seed of Zeus, likewise uprose, the waster 
e*. And the mighty king Alrinou* led fa way to the assembly 
place of the I'haeacians, wheh they had stabhihed hard by the ship*. 
So when they had come thiihcr, and sat them down on the polished 
nones close by each other, Pallas Athene wen* on her way thi 
the town, in the semblance of the herald of wise Ale incus, devi 
a return Cor the great-hearted Odysseus. Then standing by each man 
the spake, saying: 

'Hither now get ye to the assembly, ye captains and counsellors 
of the Phaeacians, that ye may learn concerning the stranger, who 
hath lately crane to the palace of wisr A lei nous, in lit* wanderings 
ore* the deep, and his form is hkc the deathless gods.' 

Therewith she aroused the spirit and desire of each one, 
speedily the meeting places and vats were filled with men that 
to the gatl: i. aod many an one marvelled at the sight of rl 

wise sun of l-arrtrv fur mmdrnm wag tin- gr;icr Athene poured 
upon his head and shoulders, and she made him greater and mute 
v to behold, that he might win love and worship and honour 
among all the Phaeacians, And that he might accomplish many (cats, 
wherein the Phaeacians m^de trial of Odysseus- Now when they 
were gaiherrvl and come together, Akinous made harangue and 
spake among litem: 

'Barken, yt captains atsd counsellors of the Phaeacians, and I will 
ay that which my spirit within me bids me utter. *llus stranger, I 
know box who he is, hath come to ray house in lus want 
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whether from the men of the dawning or the westward, and he 
presses for a convoy, and prays that it be assured to him. So let at, 
as in time post, speed on the convoy. For never, nay never, doth any 
nun wlio turneth to my house, ahide here long in surrow for want uf 
help upon hil way. Nay, come let us draw down a black ship to the 
ult sea, for her fir* vovage, and let them choose fifty and two 
noble youths throughout the township, who have been proved here- 
in the best. And when ye have made fa«i the oars upon the 
benrhe*, whore, and tbtrafttt C0TJM to our boast, and 

quickly fall tu feasting; and I will make good provision for all. 
To the noble youths I give this commandment; but ye others, 
sceptred kings, come to my fair dwelling, that we may entertain 
the stranger in the halls, and let no man make excuse. Moreover, 
bid hither the divine minstrel, Deroodocus, for the god hath given 
xmnurclsy to 1 n i u 10 nut*? other, uj nuke men gbd in what way 
soever his spirit stirs him to i 

He spake and led the way. and the sceptred kings accompanied 
him, while the henchmen went for the divine minstrel. And chosen 
youths, fifty and two, departed at his command, to the shore of the 
unl> •-! 1 1 bkl But after they had gone down to the sh , 
die sea, first of all they drew the ship down tu tic deep water, and 
placed the mast and sails in the black ship, and fixed the oa> 
leathern loops, all orderly, and spread forth the white sails. And 
they moored her high out in the shore water, and thereafter went 
on their way to the great palace of the wise Aleinnut. Now rhr gal- 
leries and the courts and the rooms weie tlinmged with men cut 
came to the gathering, for there were many, young and old. Then 
Alanous sacrificed twelve sheep among thern, and oght boars with 
flashing tusks, and two oxen with trailing feet. This* they Bayed 
and mac!- id dreiicd a goodly f<- 

Then the henchman drew near, leading with him the bek>ved 
minstrel, whom the muse loved dearly, and si* io both gixnl 

and evil; of I she reft him, but granted I *»ag. 

Then Pontorvoos, the henchman, set i hi>»li chair inla»d with 

ulvcr. in the midat of the guests, leaning it against the tall p 
he hung the loud lyre cm a pin, close above : showed 

him how to lay his hands on it. And ck» he placed a basket, 
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and a fair tabic, and a goblet of win. I I . side, to drink when his 
spirit bade him. So they stretched forth ds upon the good 

cheer spread before them. Bui after they hn! pot from them the 
desire of meat and drink, the Mum* stirred the Riu&tre) tn sing the 
wigs of famous men, even that by whereof the fame fud then 
reached the wide heaven, namely, the quarrel between Odysseus 
and Achilles, son of Pdcus; how once on a time they contends! 
in tierce words at a rich festival of the gods, but Agamemnon, kiti£ 
tiirn, was inly glad when thr noble.** of thr Arhnrans fell at 
variance. For so Phoebus Apollo in his soothsaying had told him 
that it must be, in goodly Pyth< nc he crossed the threshold 

of storte, to seek to the oracle. For in those days the first wave of 
vroe was rolling on Trojans and Danaans through the counsel of 
great Zeus, 

This song it was thai die famous minstrel sang, hut Odysseus 
caught his great purple doak with his stalwart hands, and drew it 
down over h:s head, and hid has comely face, for he was ashamed 
to shed tears beneath his brows *.n presence of the Phaeaciana. Yea, 
and oft as thr divine minstrel paused in his sung, Odyueus would 
wipe away the tears, and draw the cloak from otf his head, aw! 

■ the iwo-rundled goblet and pour forth before the gods. But when- 
soever he began a Rain, and the chiefs of the Ptiaeadons stirred him 
to sang, in delight at the lay, again would Odysseus cover up his 
bead and make moan. Now none of all the company marked him 
weeping, but All one noted it and was ware thereof as he 

sat by him and beard him groaning heavily. And presendy he spake 
among the Phaeacians, masters of the oar: 

'Hearken, ye captains and counsellors of the Phaeacians, now have 
our souls been uusfsed with the good feast, and wih fa lyre, which 
is the mate of tin- rich banquet. Let us go forth anon, and make 
f (fivers games, that the stranger may tell his friends, when 
tame he rccurncth. how greatly we excel all men in boxing, and 
wrestling, and leaping, and speed of foot/ 

He sp Dd they went with him. An! the 

Henchman hung the loud lyre on the pin, and took thr hand of 
Urmviocut, awl let him forth from rise hall, and guided him by 
die ymc way, whereby those others, die chiefs of the Phaeaciin* 
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Wad fOttttD gtte upon the game*. So they went on their way to the 
ptocv c* assembly, and with them a great company innumerable; 
tad «»y a noble fouth stood up to play. There rose Acroceus, 
aad Ocyalus, and Elatretis, and Nauteus, and Prymneus, and An- 
choJuv «d Emmeus, and Poateus, and Prcreus, Thoon, and Ana- 
boBMStV **>d Amphialus, son of Pulyneus, son of Tekton. and like- 
wisp Euryalus, the peer of murderous Ares, the son of Nauholus, 
•who m face and form was goodliest of all the Phacactans next to 
noble Laodamas. And there stood up the thro* sons of noble Alci- 
nous, Laodamas, and Halius, and god-like Crytooeus. And behold, 
these all first tried the issue in the foot race. From the very start 
they strained at utmost speed: and all together they flew forward 
swiftly, raising the dust along the plain. And noble Qytoneus was 
(ji the swiftest of them all in running, and by the length of the 
furrow that mules cleave in a fallow field, 1 so far d:d he shoot to the 
front, and came to the crnwd by the li us, while those, ntliers were lrft 
behind. Then they made trial of strong wrestling, and here in turn 
Euxyalus excelled all the best. And in leaping Amphialus was far 
the foremost, and Elatreus in weight-throwing, and in boxing 
Laodamas, the good son of Alcinous, Now when they had all taken 
their pleasure in the games Laodamas, son of AJdnous, spake 
among them: 

"Come, my friends, let us ask the stranger whether he is skilled 
or practised in any sport. Ill fashioned, at least, he is not in his thighs 
and sinewy legs and hands withal, and his stalwart neck and mighty 
strength: yea and he lacks not youth, hut is crushed by many 
troubles. For I tell thee there is nought else worse than the sea to 
confound a man. liow hardy soever he may be.* 

And Euryalus in turn made answer, and said: 'Laodamas, verily 
thou hast spoken this word in season. Go now thyself and challenge 
him, and declare thy saying.' 

Now when the good son of Alcinous heard this, he went and 
stood in the midst, and spake unto Odysseus: 'Come, do thou too, 
father and stranger, try thy skill in the sports, if haply thou art 

'The dikUnc< bcre inJiuicd xccini to be (hat wlii.ii (be mule gees io ploughing, 
without (Mining to take breath. 
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practiced in any; and thou art like to have knowledge of game*, 
for there is no greater glory for a man while yet he lives, than thnt 
which he achieves by hand and foot. Come, then, make essay, and 
cast away care from thy soul: thy journey shall not now be long 
delayed; lo, thy ship is even now drawn down to the sea, and the 
men of thy company are ready." 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him, saying: 'Laod.imai, 
wherefore do ye mock me, requiring this thing of rnc? Sorrow is 
far nearer my heart than sports, for much have I endured and 
laboured sorely in time past, and now 1 sit in this your gathering, 
craving my return, and making my prayer to the king and all tl 
people. 1 

And Euryalus answered, and rebuked him to his face: 'No truly, 
stranger, nor do 1 think thec at all like one that is skilled in games, 
whereof there are many among men, rather art thou such an one as 
comes and goes in a henched ship, a master of sailors rhat are mer- 
chantmen, one with a memory for his freight, or that hath the charge 
of a cargo homeward bound, and of greedily gotten gains; tliou 
scemest not a man of thy hands.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels looked fiercely on him and 
said: 'Stranger, thou hast not spoken well; thou art like a man pre- 
sumptuous. So true it is that the gods do not give every gracious 
gift to a] I, neither shapeliness, nor wisdom, nor skilled speech. Fot 
one man is feebler than another in presence, yet the god crowns hit 
words with beauty, and men behold him and rejoice, and his speech 
runs surely on his way with a sweet modesty, and he shines forth 
among the gathering of his people, and as he passes through the 
town men gaze on him as a gixl. Another again is like the deathless 
gods for beauty, but his words have no crown of grace about them; 
even as thou art in comeliness pre-eminent, nor could a god him- 
self fashion thee for the better, but in wit thou art a weakling. Yet. 
thou hast stirred my spirit in my breast by speaking thus amiss. 1 
am not all unversed in sports, as thy words go, but methinks I was 
among the foremost while as yet I trusted in my youth and my 
hands, but now am 1 holdcn in misery and paina: for 1 have endured 
much in passing through the wars of men and the grievous waves 
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sea. Yet even so, for all my affliction, I will essay the game&, 
for thy word hath bitten to the quick, and thou hast roused me 
with thy saying.' 

He spake, and clad even a.% be was in his rtuntle leaped lei hi* 
feet, and caught up a weight larger than the rest, a hu^e weight 
heavier far than those wherewith the i'tucacum contended in cast- 
ing. With one whirl he sent it from his stout hand, and the stone 
flew hurtling: and ' he long oars, those mariners, 

renowned, crouched to earth Ivrw^rh the nithing of the sione. Be- 
yond all die murk* it ilcw, su tightly it S]wd from his hand, and 
Athene in the fashion of a man marked the place, and spake and 
hailed him: 

'Yea, even a blind man, stranger, might discern that token if he 
groped for it, for it is in no wise lost among the throng of the 
others, bu: is far the firs*; for this bout then take heart: not u 
of the Phacacians shall attain thereunto or overpass it.' 

So spake she; and the steadfast goodly Odysseus rejoiced at 
was glad, for that he saw a true friend in the lists. Then with 
lighter heart he spake amid the Phaeacians: 

*Now reach ye this throw, young men, if ye may; and soon 
thinks will I cast another after it, as fji or yet further. And whom- 
soever of the rest his heart and spirit stir thereto, hither let him come 
and try the issue with me, in boxing or in wrestling or even in the 
foot race, I care not which, fur ye have greatly angered me: let any 
of all the Phaeacians come save Laodamis alone, for he is mine 
host: who would an one that entreated him kindly? Wit- 

less* and worthless is the man, whoso challenged* his host that 
recciveth him in a strange land, he doth hut maim Jus own estate. 
But for the rest, 1 refuse none and hold none lightly, but I fain 
would know and prove them face to face. For I am no weakling 
in all sports, even in the feats of men. I know well how to handle 
the polished bow, and ever the first would I be to shoot and 
my man in the press of foes, even though many of my company 
stood by, and were aiming at the enemy. Alone Philottetes in ihe 
Trojan land surpassed me with the bow in our Achaean archery. 
But I avow myself far more excellent thin all betides, I 
rnortals dsat are now upon the earth and K*c by bread. Yet with 
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the men of o!d time I would not maich me, neither with Heracles 
nor with Eurytus of Oechalia, who contended even with the death- 
lac gods for the prize of archery. Wherefore the great Eurytus 
perished all too toon, nor did old age come on him :n his hails, 
for Apollo slew him in his wrath, seeing "hat he challenged him to 
shoot a match. And with the sprar I can throw funhrr than any 
other man can shoot an arrow. Only I doubt that in the ft* 
some of the Phaeacians may outstrip me, for I have been shame- 
fully broken in many waters, socmc that there was no continual 
tattenancc on board; wherefore my knee* are loosened.* 

S*i -juke he and all Vrp: ulence; and Alonous alone answered 
ng: 

'Stranger, forasmuch as these thy words are not ill-ukcn in our 
gathering, but ihou woulder* fain show forth the valour which 
keeps the* company, being angry that yonder man Rood by thee in 
the Lists, and taunted thee, in such sort as no mortal would speak 
. kjI thine excellence, wlx> had kiiuwledgr of *mn:l wmik; nay 
now, mark my speech; so shalr thou have somewhat to u I 
other hero, when with thy wife and children thou suppejt in thy 
hails, and recallcst our prowess, what deeds Zeus bestoweth even 
upon us from our fathers' days even until now. For we are no per- 
fect boxers, nnr wrestlers bur speedy runners, and the best Q 
men; and dear to us ever is the banquet, and the hafpi and the 
dance, and changes of raiment, and the warm bath, and love, and 
Lo» now arise, ye dancers of the Phaeacians, the best in the 
land, and make sport, that to the stranger may tell his friends, when 
he rtturneth home, how f.ir we surpass all men n seaman - 

ihiji, and ificed of foot, and in the dance and KKJg. And let une 
go quickly, and fetch for Dcmodocus the loud lyre which is lying 
somewhere in mix balk' 

So spoke Alcusous the godlike, and the henchman rose to bear 
the hollow lyre from the king's place. Then stood up nine chosen 
mm m all, the judges of the people, who were wont to order all 
things in the Yiui aright. So they levelled the place fui the dance. 
and made a fair ring and a wide. And the henchman drew near 
bearing the loud lyre to l>cmodocus, who yai him into the midst, 
and round him stood boys in their fir* bloom, skilled in the dance, 
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und they Mnote the good floor with their free. And Odysseus gazed 
he twinklings of the feel, and marvelled Kfl spirit 
Now as the minstrel couched the lyre, he lifted up his voice in 

Ciweet st H sang of the love of Area ;\nd Aph; 

Bur crown, how 31 the fir* they lay together m the house of 
Hephaestus privily; and Am gave brr many gifts, and dishonoured 
the marriug' icsruv And anon there came to 

him one to report the thing* even Helios that lud seen them at 
their pastime. Now when Hephaestus heard the bitter ridings, be 
went his way to the forge, devising evil in the deep of his heart, and 
set the great anvil on the stithy, and wrought fetters that none 
might snap or loovn, thai 

Now when he had forged the crafty net in hi* ;inger against Ares, 
be went on his way to the chamber where his marriage bed 
set out, and strewed his snores all about the posts of the bed, and 
many too were hung aloft from the main beam, subtle as spiders' 
webs, so that nooc might see them, even of the blessed gods: so 
cunningly were they forged. Now after he had done winding the 
snare about the bed, he made as though he would gn to Lam 
that stablished castle, and this was far the dearest of all lands in his 
sight. But Arcs of the golden rein kep: I warch, what time 

he saw Hephact- med craftsman, depart afar. So he went 

on his way to the house nf renowned Hephaestus, eager fnr tht 
of crowned Cytberea. Now she was but newly come from her sire, 
the mighty Cronion, and at it danced had sat her down; and Ares 
entered the bouse, and clasped her hand, and spake, and hailed 
her: 

"Come, my beloved, let us to bed, and take our pleasure of love, for 
Hrphannis is no longer among his own people; nwthinks he is 
I eady gone to Lemnos, to the S. ien of savage sporv 

So spake he, and a glad thing it seemed to her to lie with htm. 
So they twain went to the couch, and laid them to sleep, and 
around them dung the cunning bonds of skilled Hephaestus, so 
that they could not move nor raise a limb. Thrn at the bit 
knew rt, when there was no way 10 flee. Now the {.uiiouj gnd of 
the rtrong arms drew near to the turned him back ere 

he reached the land of Lemnos. For Helios had kef* watch, and 
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■old kirn all. So heavy at heart he wens his way tn his house, and 
stood at the catering in of the gate, and wild rage gat hold of hurt, 
aad he cried terribly, and showed to all the gods: 

•Father Zeus, and ye other blessed god*, that live for ever, come 
hither, that ye may Me a mirthful thing and a cruel for that Aphro- 
dite, ibu Zoom, mtf dishonour* roe by reason of my lame- 
ness, and sets her heart on Area the destroyer, because he is fait 
and uraight of limb, but as for roc, feeble was I bom. Howbest. 
there is none to blame but my father and mother, would they had 
never begotten mel But now shaJI ye see where these have gone 
up into my bed, and sleep together in lov. I im troubled at tiff 
sight. Yet, rnethi nks, they will not can uttk 
while longer, despite their great love. Soon will they hare no desire 
so sleep together, but the snare and the bond shall hold them, till 
her sire give back to me tl; wooing, one and all, those that 
I bestowed upon him for the hand of his shameless girl; for that his 
slaughter is fair, but wif hoist discretion." 

So spake be; and lo, the gods gathered together to the house of 
the brazen door. Poseidon came, the girdler of the earth, and 
Hermes came, the bringcr of luck, »nd prince Apollo came, the 
archer. But the lady goddesses abode each within her house for 
shame. So the gods, the givers of good things, stood in the porch: 
and laughter unquencliable arose among the blessed gods, as they 
beheld the sleigh: of cunning Hephaestus. And thus would one 
speak, looking to his neighbour: 

'HI deed, ill speed! The slow catchcth the swift. Lo, how 
Hephaestus, slow as he is, hath overtaken Ares, albeit he is the 
swiftest of the gods that hold Olympus, by his craft hath he taken 
him despite his lameness; wherefore surely Ares owrth the fine or* 
the adulterer .' Thus thry spoke one to the other. But the lord Apollo, 
son of Zeus, spake to Hermes: 

'Hermes, ion of Zeus, messenger and giver of good things, would* 
thou be fain, aye, pressed by strong bonds tliough it might be, to 
bean diecixsch by golden Aphrodi' 

Then the rneueiiger, the isaytt of Argot, answered hira: 1 would 
that this might be, Apollo, my prince of archery! So njgfcl thrke 
as many bends innumerable encompass me about, and all ye gods 






108 HOME* 

be looking on and a'.I the goddesses, yet would I lie by golden 
Aphrodbtv' 

So spake he, and laughter rose among the dea:hle<« gods, 
bcit, Poseidon Uuglicd not, but mi inscuat with Hephaestus, il»c 
renowned artificer, to loose the bonds of Ares: and be uttered his 
voice, and spake to htm winged words: 

'Loose him, 1 pray thee, and I promise even as thou biddest me, 
that he shall h:i al] lair forfeit in the presence of the 

(Ir.uhlra gods.' 

Then the famous god of the strong arras answered him: 'R< 
not this of roc Poseidon, girdlex of the earth. Evil nrc evil folk's 
pledges to hold. How could 1 keep thee bound among the deathless 
godt, if Ares were to depart, avoiding ihc debt and the bond*' 

Then PowidoQ answered him, itukrr of iho ran i cstus, 

ev«u if Arcs avoid the debt and flee away, 1 myself v. ill pay thee 
ill/ 

Then the famous god of the strong arms answered lum: 'It may 
not be that 1 should say thee ray, neither is it meet.* 

Therewith live mighty Hephaestus loosed the Itonds, and die 

twain, when they were freed frtim that lining hood, sprang up 

IgbtWty and departed, he to Thrace, but laughter-loving Aphn> 

dite went to Paphos of Cypruv precinct and fragrant 

' . There the Graces bathed and anointed her with oil impc 
able, such 3% is laid upon the everlasting gods. And they clad 
in lovely raiment, a wonder to see. 

This was the song the famous minstrel mi O.lyMous 

listened and was glad at heart, and likewise did the Plucaci 
ug cars, those mariners rcnownod. 

Then Alcinous bode H < <hmjs dance alone, (or none 

ever contended with 'hem. So when iliey had t-iken in the 
the goodly ball uf purple t running Pulybus had wrought 

one would bend backwards, oik 
shadowy doudt; ;ind ih* other would leap upward from the earth* 
and CMtl ' f in his turn, before his feet touched the ground. 

Now aft. I d made trial of throwing die ball sir 

I to dance upon the bounteous carta, tossing il ,om 
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hand to turn!, and the other youth* stood by the lists and beat time, 
and a great din uprose. 

Then it was that goodly Odysseus spake unto Alrioous: 'My lord 
Alcinous, most notable among ail the people, thou didst boast thy 
dancers to be the best in the world, and lo, thy words arc fulfilled; 
1 wo I lutik on them/ 

So spake he, and the mighty king Alcincu* rejoiced and spake 
at oocc anions; the Phacacians, masters of the oar: 

'Hearken, ye captains and counsellors of the Phocacians, this 
stranger seems to me a wise man enough. Come then, lei us g 
i «rangrr't gift, as it meet. Behold* there are twelve glorious 
ile among this people and fa ill nyaalf am 

the thirteenth. Now each man among you bring a fresh robe and 
a doublet, and a talent of fine gold, and let us speedily carry all these 
gifts together, that the stranger may take them io his hands, and 
go to supper with a glad heart. As for Euryalus, let him yield 
amends to thr man himsrlf with soft speech and with a gift, for his 
was no gentle saying.* 

So spake he. and they all assented thereto, and would have it so. 
And each one sent forth his henchman to fetch bis gift, and 
Euryalus answered the king and spake, saying: 

'Mv lord Alcinous, most notable among all the people, I 
make acrKieiiiem tu thy guest avoiding tu lliy Worn 1 will 
him a hanger all of bronze, with a silver hilt thereto, and a sheath 
of fresh-sawn ivory covers it about, and it shall be to him a thing 
price.* 

«h he puts into his hands the hanger dight with silver, 
uttering his voice spake to him winged words: 'Hail, stranger 
father; and if aught grievous hath been spoken, may the storm- 
winds soon snatch and bear it away. But may the gods grant thee 
to see thy wife and to come to thine own country, for all too long 
hast thou endured affliction away from thy friends.* 

And Od I many counsels answered 

too, my friend, aD ;- the gods vouchsafe thee happfn 

and ri.jy»t thru never miss this sword which thou hast given me. 
thou that with soft spec- 1 Ided me anv 




1 1. 



HOMER 



Uftd hung alxHit his moulders thr tilvrr-uudded swor«L 
id tni It* and (be nobl Then die 

1 henchmen tune (hem lo (he palace of Aldnouv, and it 
erf n> ' Ul took the fair >cift > t and art them I ■-verei 

•\nd the mighty king Akincu* led the way, and tboy 
ad 4-it them down on the high seats. And die mighty 
spake unlo Arete: 

L»dy, a choice cotter, thr Ih-u thou 
iliyielf place therein a fresh robe and a 
mir guest a cauldron on the fire, and vrarm water, that after 

r.iyed which tin* n< 
Dlber, and thai Ive may have joy in ll and 

ng the song iif the minstrel*}. Also I will ghc him a hi 1 
ful gold he mindful of roe all 

the day* of his life whn Ik pourcth the drink -offering to 
and to the other gods.' 

*nuke lir, and Arete hndr her handm.< a great 

'ii iln fire with what spco ight. Ami they jet the cai 

16 filling of the i> d ixjured wat« 

therein, a Jg*?** and kindled them beneath. So 1 

began to r belly of the cauldron, and the watt 1 

> Arrtr hmught forth for her gue« the beautil 
coffer fr< auire chamber, and bestowed fair >;;tt* thn 

raiment and gold, which the Phac* her 

own hands she placed therein a robe and goodly doublet, and ul 
ing her voice \ mged words! 

' d. and rji 1 the knot, lest any 

mm spoil th '■"• the way, when presendy thou fallen 

t sleep travelling in thy black sii 
Now wiea the steadLitt gi- ^11 bean torth- 

with he fixed on the lid, and <| ni*. W>Iy tied the curious kntrt which the 
lady Circe on a time had taught htm. Then straightway the house- 
wifr liailc him go to the bath and hot he I he saw the worm 

Sc soca 

the day that be M 

whi! continually as a god. 

Now after the maids had bathed him ml 
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olive oil, and had cm a (air mantle and a doublet upon torn, he 
sterx forth from the bath, and went 10 be with ihc COM 
wine. And .1, dowered wJt lb the Rods, stood by 

the pillar of the weii-builded hill, and marvelled at Odysseus behold- 
ing him before her c -Ijc uttered l»er vuice and spake to him 
winged words: 

TarewcII, stranger, and even in thine own country bethink thee 
of mc upon a time, for that to me first thou owest the ransom of 
life; 

i Odysseus of many counsels amwwed her $tj nsicaa, 

daughter of greai-hcaiied Akinous, yea, my Zeus, the thunderei, 
the lord of Here, grant me to reach my home and ace the day of my 
returning; no would I, even there, do thee worship as to a god, all 
my day J for evermore, for thou, lady, hast given me my hit.' 

He spake and sat him in the high seat by king Aldnous. And 
now ihey were serving out the jxirtinns and mixing thr wine. Then 
the henchmen drew nigh leading the sweet minsuci. Dcmodocus, 
that was had in hor • tptc- So he set him in the midst 

of the toasters, and made him lean against a tall column* Then to 
the hnichman *pake Odysseus of many counsels, for he had cut ocT 
a portion of th> i i wilke-toticbed boar, whereon yet more 

was left, with fi«.h Ell on cither side: 

"Lo, henchman, take this mess, and hand it to Dcmodocur 
he may cat, and 1 will bid him I \tt my sorrow. POr min- 

strels from all men on earth get their meed of honour and worship; 
■ Mute tcachrth them the paths of song t and lovech 
he tribe of minstrels. 1 

henchman bare the mess, and set it upon 
kneta of the lord Demodocus, and he took it, and was glad at 

Then they stretched f< hands upon the good 

before them, 1 the desire of 

meat and drink, then Odysseus of many counsels spoke to Demo- 
oocus, saying; 

aOeraock* ise thee fax above all mortal men, whether it 

be the Muse, the daughter of Zeus, that taught thee, or even Apollo, 

ost thou chant the faring of tlsc Achaean*, e* 
that they wrought and suffered, and all then is if, methinks. 
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thou hadst been present, or heard the t jlr from another. Come now, 
change thy strain, and sing of the t. of the hone of wood, 

made by the aid of Albeit lie guileful thi 

■.odly Odysseus led up lien he had b 

Ik* men who wjm«I I lira. If thnu will irtdrrd rrhearsr 
aright, s»i wil I be ttq ig all men, how the god of 

grace hath given tbec the gift of wondrous sen 

So spake he, and the DUBJurtt, hem^ stirred by the god» 
and showed forth hi* miattrd ip the tale where it 

du one pin n 
their decked ships and sailed aw. iboseoiJ 

of renowned Odysseus, were now seated in the assembly -place of 
the Trojans. jII hidden in the hone, for the Trojans themselves had 
dragged him to the citadel. So the horse stood there* while sealed 
all around him the people spake mar oafusedly rod 

way? thear counsel looked; either to cleave the hollow timher wit 
the pitilcAs spear, or to drag it to the bro Mil, ami hurl 

^ or to leave it u a mighty offering to appease die 
gods. And on this wise it was to be at the last. For the doom was 
on them to perish when their city should has* closed upon the great 
horse of wood, wherein sat all the bravest of the Argives, bearing to 
the IVojam dejih and dWiny. And he sang how the km 
V haeans poured forth from the horse, and left the hollow lair, and 
sacked the burg. And he sang how and • fa man waned the 

i of Odysseus, ln> \ it hke Ares to the house 

Deiphnrms with godlike Menelau*. It was there, he said, t! 
Odytteut aik. ha man grievous batik, mid 

< I. by grace of great-hearted Athene, 
This was tlse song that five famous minstrel sang. But tise beat 
Mysseus melted, and the M 

;* womai i'ersrif wailing about her dead 1 

I hsth fallen bofara hi* city and the host, wai d-.ng from I 
ant! ie bchoV flag and 

i breath, | his body wails .* 

the foemen bc'i her wit' >»uidfrs atu 

tuhge to hear labour and trouble, and wil 
motx pitiful grief her < even m 
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tears beneath tbc brows of Odysseus. Now none of all the company 
marked him weeping; but Akinous jlone noted k> and mi n 
thereof, as he sat nigh him and lieard him grosui ly. And 

presendy he spake among the Phaeacians, masters of the oar; 

'Hearken, ye captains and counsellors of the Phaeaaans, and 
now let Demodocus bold his hand from the loud lyre, for this song 
of his is nowise ptatfruj alike eo all. From the time that we began 
to sup. ind thai tbf dinno minstrel was moved to sing, im Dm 
hath yonder stranger never ceased from woeful lamcnraiion; sore 

, mcthinks, hath encompassed his heart. Nay, but ict tbc min- 
strel cease, that we may all alike make merry, hosts and guest, since 
tt is far meet or so. For all these thing* are ready for the sake of 
; onourahlc stranger, even the convoy and ;; gifts which 

wc give him out of our love- in a brother's place stand the stranger 
and the suppliant, to him whose wits have even a Little range. 

refore do thou too hade not now with crafty purpose aue,ht 
whereof I adc tbec; it were more meet for thee to tell it out. 
what is tbc name wliercby they culled dice at home, even tfc 
and thy mother, and otboi thy townsmen and the dv <>und 

about? For there is none of all mankind nameless, neither the 
mean nun nor yet the noble, from the first hour of bis birth, but 
parents bestow a name on every man so soon as be is born. Tell me 
too of thy land, thy township, 2nd thy city, that our mips may con- 
ceive of their cuunc to bring tlirc ili!tl»cr. For rbe Ptueoxians have 
no ptlots nor any rudders after the manner of other ships, but their 
barques themselves understand the thoughts and intents of men; 
they know the cities and fat fields of every people, and most swiftly 
they traverse the gulf of the salt sea, shrouded in mist ai, 

1 nnrr du tlsey go in frar of wtev.lt or iuin. Howbeil I heard 
upon a time this woti! ken by my father Nausithous, who 

mi wont in say that Poseidon wai that we give 

safe cxori to all men. Hi Mid that the god would some day smite 
a well-wrought ship of the Phacacians as she came home from a 
convoy over the misty deep, an overshadow our city with 

a great tnoursuus. Thus that ai would speak, and thu> 

god rru> about, or leave k undone, according to the good 

pleasure of his will. But come now, declare me this and plainly tell 
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it all; whither wast thou borne wandering, and to what shores of 
men thou earnest; tell me of the people and of their fair-lying dries, 
of those whoso are hard and wild and unjust, and of those likewise 
who are hospitable and of a god-fearing mind. Declare, too, where- 
fore thou dost weep and mourn in spirit at the tale of the faring 
of the Argive Danaans and the lay of Ilios. All this the gods have 
fashioned, and have woven the skein of death for men, that there 
might be a song in the ears even of the folk of aftertime. Hadst 
thou even a kinsman by marriage that fell before Ilios, a true man, a 
daughter's husband or wife's father, such as are nearest us after 
those of our own stock and blood ? Or else, may be, some loving 
friend, a good man and true; for a friend with an understanding 
heart is no whit worse than a brother.' 









BOOK IX 

Odyixu* relate*, first, what befell htm among* the Cicurx* al Itmaruv, 
secondly, amongst ihe Lotophagi. Hi nily. Isow he was used by the 
Cyclops Polyphemus. 

AND Odysseus of many counsel* answered him saying: 'King 
/-\ M nous most notable of all the people, •■ I a good 

X JL thing to )itt ro a rr.inMrei such a? this one, like to the god* 
in voice. Nay, at for me, 1 say that there is no more gracious or 
perfect delight than when a whole people makes merry, and the 
men sit orderly at fcau in the lulls and listen to the singer, and 
the tables by them are Laden with bread and flesh, and a wine-bearer 
drawing the wine serves it round and pours i; irte: the cups. This 
seems to me well-nigh the fairest thing in the world. But now thy 
heart was inclined to ask of my grievous troubles, that I may mourn 
for more exceeding sorrow. What then shall I u\I of first, what last, 
for the gods of heaven have given me woes in plenty irsr, 

will I tell my name, that yc too may know it, and that 1, when I 
has* escaped the pitiless <by, may yet be your host, though ray home 
is in a far country. I am Odysseus, sow of Lamu, who am in men** 
minds for all manner of wilea, .ml mj fame reaches unto heaven. 
And 1 dwell in clear-seen Ithaca, wherein is a mountain Ncrrion, 
with tremblii leaves, standing manifest to view, and many 

islands lie around, very near one to the other, Dubchium and Same. 
and wooded Zacynthus. Now lihaca lies low, furthest up the sea- 
line toward the darkness, hut thoir ntlvrs facr the dawning and the 
sun: a rugged isle, but a good nurse of noble youths; and for myself 
I can see nought beside sweeter than a man's own count/, 
Calypso, the fair goddess, ■ have kept me with her in her 

hollow caves, longing ord; and likewise too, 

erssl Greap of Aia, won -rayed me in her halls, longing 

in have me for hex lord. I- lid they prevail upon my heart 

within my breast. So surely is there nought sweeter rhan a man's 
own country and In- lurefith, even though he dwell far off in a . 
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home, in a strange land, away from them that begat him. But 

let me tell thee too of the troubles of my roumeying. v. huh Zeui 

Li J on tnr D3 I amr from Tri 

Tbc wiod that bare me from llsos brought roe nigh to th 
even to Ismorus, whereupon I sacked their city and slew the 
And from out the city we took their wives and much subaancv 
divided them amongst m, thst none through me might go lacking 
his proper share. Howbck, thereafter I com:' nuld 

flee wi:h a swift foot, but my men in their great folly hearken** 
There was much wine Kill a drinking, and >till they slew many 
flocks of sheep by the seashore and kine ten and 

shambling gait. Meanwhile the Ckocics went and raited a cry to 
fir Cicones their : \ dwelling inland, who were more 

in number than they and Lrjvcr withal: akillcd they were to fight 
with men from chariots, and when need wai on foot. So they 
gathered in the early morning as thick aj leaves and flowers tl 
spring in their season— yea and in that brxir an evil doom of 
tt<x>d by us, til-fated men, that so We might he wire alrlicted. 
set their battle in array by tbc : 

another with their bronze-shod spears. So bag u it was morn 
the sacred day waxed stronger, so long we abode their assault and 
beat them off, albeit they outnumbered us. Bat when the sun was 
wending to the rime of the loosing of cattle, then at last the Ocortcs 
dnve hi tha rVckMUU iDd w ! am, and v goodly* 

ived company perished from each ship: but the remnant of us 
escaped death and dev 

'Thence we sailed onward stricken at heart, yet glad as 
uved from death, albeit we bad lost our dear companions, 
did my cur ved lb onward ere we hid called thrice on 

of those our tuple ts fellows, who died at the hands of the (lienors 
on the pi m Zeus, gatherer of the clouds, aroused the N 

Wind agamtt our ships with a terrible tempest, and covered land 
and sea alikt down sped night from heaven. Thus 

thi > headlong, and their sails were lorn to 

by the might of the wind. So wc lowered the soils into tfu- ho| 
in fear of death, but rowed the ships landward apace. There 
two nights and two days we lay continually, consuming our 
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with weariness and sorrow. But when the fair-tressed Dawn had ai 
last brought the full light of the third day, we set up the masts and 
hoisted the white sads and ni u* down, while Use wind am! the 
helmsman guided tlie ships. And now I should have come to mine 
own country all unhurt, hut the ware and the stream of the sea 
and the North Wind swept me from my course as 1 was doubling 
Malea, and drave me wandering pst Cythrra. 

'Thence foe nine whole days was ! borne by ruinous winds over 
the teeminn deep, but on (he tenth day wc set foot on the Land of 
the lotus-eaters, who eat a Bowery food. So wc stepped ashore and 
drew water, and 7 my company took their midday meal 

by the swift ship*. Now when we had tasted meat and drink I sent 
forth crrtain of my company to go and make «-. •■ manner 

nta they were who here live upon the earth by bread, and I 
chose out two o£ my fellows, and sent a third with them as herald. 
Then straightway they w«nt and mixed with the men of the lotus 
eaters, and so it was that the lutus>eater* devised not death for our 
fellows, but gave them of the lulu* to taste. Nov, whosoever of them 
did cat the b of the lotus, had no more wis!) 10 

bring tidings nor to come back, but there he chose to abide with the 
kxus-eating men, ever feeding on the lotus and forgetful of his 
homeward pray, Therefore 1 led them back to the ships wee;- 
and sore againu their will, and dragged rhem benrarh the hen: I 
I rioond thrrn in the hollow barques. But I commanded the 

•Ted company to make speed and go on board the 
swtfi ships, lrst haply any should eat of the lotus and be forget- 
ful of returning. Right soon they embarked, and sat upon the 
henciiet, and sitting orderly they smote the grey sea water 1 
their oarsw 

Thence we sailed onward striken at heart- And we came to the 
land of the Cyclopes, a froward and a lawless folk, who trusting to 
the death les,\ gods plant ftol HJJ I leir hands, neither plough: 

but, behold, all tl 1 spring for them in plenty, unsown and 

urttiUcd. i*d barlry, ant! Mors, which bear great clusters of 

ihr the grap. in of Zeus give* dxm increase. 

Thrsr haw neither gatherings for council nor oracles of law, but 
they dwell in hallow caves on the crests of the high hills, and each 
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one utters the law to his children and hit wives, and they 
one of another. 

'Now there is a waste chiQg without the harbour 

bod t nigh at ham 1 \ w 

Unci isle, wherein are wild guat* unnumbered foi no path of rrwm 
Kami them, not do hunters resort thither wix> Millet lurd<l 

My range ihc mountain crests. Mm if p©»- 

seised neither by flocks nor hy ploughed Lands, but the s 
unsown erermorc a feeds the Meat 

havr \iy :'■ fi vermilion 

cheek, not yet an (here stupv. he island, who rm 

decked barques, which should accomplish all their desire, voyagi 
to the towns of men (.1*. ofailBM men CR not 

in ship*), who might likewiw have made of their isle a goodly 
■B td cTMB t Yea, it is in no wise a sorry land, but would I 
things in liitii m e »fl water-meadows by the 

shores of trie grey salt sea. and there the sines know no decay, and 
the land is level .;p a crop exceeding 

deep in due se soil. Also 

there is a fair haver., when) it no new! of moorings, eitl 

- of '» fasten hawsers, but men may run the ship on tlir 
and tarry until such dim u tbfl arc minded to b< 

able breezes blow. Now at the head of the harbo* 1 
of bright water taring from d round 11 an poplars 

ing. Thither we sailed, and some god guided us throng i 
for it was dark and there v. • . 1 << ig 

about the ships, not «Kd ilir moon show het light from 
but was shut in with cloud*. No man then beheld that island, nei 
saw nt rJM long wave EO the beach, till wc had run 

decked ships ashore. And when our ship* were beached, we 
down all their sails, and ourselves too stept forth upon the strand 
of the wj. and there vvr fell i»r the 

Dawn. 

'So •000 as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, in wonder 
at the I med o^cr the length ill 

i i;ghrrr* of Zeus, lord of the .1, . rats of 

the hilli. that my company w wherewith 10 sup. Aoou 
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look to us our curved bows from out the ships and long spears, and 
arrayed in threr bands we began shooting at the goats; and the god 
■»n gavr m game in pW.iy. Nnw twelve ship bare rnc company, 
tod to each ship fell nine goats for a portion, bit: for mc alone they 
set ten apart. 

Thus we sat there the livelong day until the going down of Use 
sun, fearing on abundant flesh and on sweet w.nc for the red 
wine was not yet spent from out the ships, but tomewhai VU pM 
therein, for we had each oik drawn off large More thereof in jars, 
when wc took the sacred citadel of the Gconcs. And wc looked 
across to the land of the Cyclopes, who dwell nigh, and to the smoke, 
and to the voece of the men, and of the sheep and of the goats. And 
when the atto bad Mink and <brkrte« had rome on, tlwn we l.iid 
us • on tlic sra-lttarh. So 1000 U «.- 1 r I y Dawn shone forth, 

the rosy-fingered, then I called a gathering of my men. and spake 
among them all: 

'"Abide here all the rest of sou, my dear companion;; but 1 will 
go whh mine own ship and my ship's company, and make proof 
of these men, what manner of folk they arc, whether f reward, and 
wild, and unju«, or hospil 1 1 >t god-fearing mind," 

"So I spake, and I climbed the ship's aide, and bade my company 
themselves to mount, and to loose the hawsers. So they soon em- 
barked and sat upon the benches, and sitting orderly smote the grey 
sea water with their oars. Now when wc had come to the bad 
thai lie* hard Iiy. wc uw a cave on the border near to the sea, k>fty 
and roofed over with laurels, and there many flocks of sheep and 
goats were used to rest. And about it a high outer court was built 
with stones, deep bedded, and with tall pines and oaki « 

1 crown of taws. Ami -1 man slrrp ifamin 

monstrous size, who shepherded hit nocks alone and afar, and 1 
not conversant with others, but dwelt apart in lawksmesa of mind. 

for he was a monstrous thing and fashioned marvellously. 
wa» be Bki to any man that lives by bread, but like a wooded 
peak of the towering hills, which stand* out apart and alone from 
others, 

1 I commanded the rest of my well-loved company to tarry 
ibe ship, and to guard but I chose out twelve men. 
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he a 

but 

leasts 

:"£ 

rami 



the belt of my company, and sallied forth. Now 1 had with me 
goat -skin of the dark wine in tkh Maroct, *«n of L 

Had given mc, the priest of Apollo, the god th .i.*d o 

And he gavi it. for that we had proicctctl him with 
rtd child reverently; for he dwelt in a thick gn : >ocbus 

Apollo. And he made me spkndid gifts; he gave me seven 
of gold well wrought, and he gave me a mixing bowl of pure a 
and furthermore wine which he drew off in twelve jars in 
sweet wine unmingled, a draught divine: nor did any ol 
•ii <<[ bfa handnuiii kivort dietcof, but himself and 

dear wife ami one housed a rac only. And us often as they drank that 
red wine honey sweet, he would (ill one cup and pour it into twi: 

M\d a marvellous sweet smell went up from ibe 
mfadnj bowl: then truly It was iso pleasure to i 

'With this wine I filled I nd lure it with me. and 

I : in a wallet, (or my lordly spirit straightway had J 

boding that a man would come to me, .1 strange man, clothed in 

u-ttgth, 01. not iud>r 

"Soon wc came to thr eve, hut w. him not within; he 

was shepherding hi* Eot BodtJ in the p So we went ini 

use, and pztd on .ill lhai 1 The baskets were well 

Iudcn with cheeses, and the folds were thronged wi >s and 

each kind was penne j upart, and 

summer bmbs apan, apart too the v. 

all the vewls swam wuli v. id the bo v. 

well-wrought \< any then spake 

andbooLvi to of the ch ct urn. and 

to nuke haste and drive oil the kids and lambs 
m out ihe pen 
i>cii I hearkened :mi ( coat would n 

waited to see the jjuint himsch. ami he wi«il 

gifts ngcr's due. Yet was not h r to be v 

rycompaa 
Then we kindled a fire, and nude burni -ottering, and ourselves 
likewise tool; of thr thnrwi, and ilid eai, and sji 
within till he came back, slsejiherdinst his rk* 

• Uvnflr* I*"*** uriiW daunt, «ut wtfuucw erf Uw, 
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ms weight of dry wood, 



supper time. This log he 
cm down with j din inside the cave, and in fear we fled to die 
secret pUce of the rock- A* for him, he dravc bis fat locks into the 
wide cavern, even all that he v.j> wuni to milk; but the males both 
of the sheep and of the gouts he left without in die deep yard. There- 
1 i huge doorstone and weighty, and set it in the mouth 
of the cave, such am orn ind twenty good faui-whccied w 

coukJ not raise from the ground. so mighty a sheer rock did be 
agjinu the doorway. Then ho sac down and milked the ewes and 
Neating goats, all orderly, and beneath each ewe he placed her 
young. And anon he curdled one half of the white milk, and 
massed it together, and stored it in wicker -kitkcts, anil the other 
he let stand in pails* tl kt bare i .nd drink against 

supper time. Now when he had done all his work busily, then he 
kindled the Eu and espied us, and mad u: 

ho are j«? Whence sad yc over (he wet ways? On 
sum enterprise or at adventure do yc rove, even as sea- 

robbers oscr dw brine, for at hazard of d>cir own h*c^ they wan 
<> alien men."" 

'So spake he, but as for us our heart within us was broken lor 
terror of the deep voice and his own monstrous shape; yet despite 
all 1 answered and spake unto him, ayfi 

*"Lu. we are Achaeans, driven wandering frnm Troy, by all 
manner of winds over the great, gulf of the sea; seeking our homes 
we fare, but another path I ome, by other ways: even . 

methink*, was die will and the counsel of Zeus. And we avow us 
4 the men or* Agamemnon, son of A tresis, whose fame is even 
now the rniguoetf uikItj heaven, *ji greal .i dty did :u- sack, and 
destroys us wc have lighted here, and 

come to these thy koctx if perchance tl u i i stranger's 

gift, or nuke any present, i tigers. Nay, lord, have 

regard to the gods, for we an* thy variants; and Zeus is the 
a»enger of suppliuu and sojourners, Zeus, the god of the stranger, 
who I ilse enrnrany o: tevcrend strangers.* 1 

"So 1 tfttkfc ind anon he answered out of his pitiless heart : "Thou 
art w.dcsv, n me from afar, who bidden 

roe either to fear or shun the gods. For the Cyclopes pay no heed 
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to Zeus, lord of the aegis, nor to the blessed gods, for vrrily we are 
hester men than they. Nor would I. to Attn the enmhy of Zeus 
V ,r " rither Am or thy romprm my spirit hade mc. Bin 

tdl mc where thou didst nay thy wcll-wn>iu;l 

-.rchance at the far eod of the island, or hard by, that I 
may km 

•ike, tern. <, but He cheated me not, who knew 

full much, end I answered Inn again with words of guile: 

L "Al far my ship. Poseidon, ihr shaker of rhr earth, brake 
pieces (or he cast it upon the rocks .11 the border of your ecu 
and brought it ni^h the headland, and a wind bare it thither 
the tea. But I with these my men escaped a doom.** 

So I spake, and out of his pitiless heart he aotwered me not a 
nd b il nil hi n.!s upon my fellov 
:n dashed them, ;i* they had !>een win 
the earth, and the brain flowed forth upon the ground, and the earth 
was wet. Then cut he them up piecemeal, and made ready hn 
supper. So he ate oven ns a mountain-bred lion, and ceased nor, 
devouring entrails and (Vsh and bones with their marrow*. And we 

10 Zeus, beholding the cruel deeds; and 
we were It our wits' end. Arid after the Cyilopt had Riled Ids huge 
maw with human fleih and the milk he drank thereafter, be lay 
within the cave, stretched < 

I took counsel in my great heart, whether I should draw n< 

and pluck my sharp sword from my thi the 

, where the n I * die place wrth 

my hand, But my second thought withheld me, for $0 should we 

perished even ttw doom. For we should not 

ikd to roll away with our hands from the lofty door 

the heavy stooe which he set there. So for that time we made 

moan, awaking the 

early Dawn shone forth, the ros) -tinkered, again he 
kindkd the lire and milked his goodly rlocks all I "id be- 

neath each ewe set her lamb. Anna when he had done all his work 
. again lie srized yet other two mm and made ready his mid- 
day meal. And after il ly he mi. . the giejt 
one, aiK 1 nth from the Casv* and after- 
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words he set it in his place again, as one might set the lid on a 
quiver. Then with a loud whoop* the Cyclops turned hi* (at flocks 
toward* the hills; but 1 was left devil En the deep of my 

bran, if in any wise I might avenge rnc, and Athene grant mr 
rci»- 

'And this was the counsel that showed ben in my sight- There 
by by a sheep-fold a great dub of the Cyclops, a club of olive w< 
yet green, which he had cat to -\ him when it should 

seasoned. Now when we saw it we likened it in size to the mast 
a black ship of twenty nart, ji wi:le merchant vessel that travel 
the great sea gulf, so huge it was to view in hulk and ' 
I stood thereby and cut off from it a portion as it were a fathom's 
length, and set it by my fellows, and bade them fine it down, 
they made it even, while 1 tfood by and sharpened it to a point, 
and Vf *>k it and hardened it in the brig!* fire. Then 

I laid it v. Ud it beneath the dung, wlucb was 

in great heaps in the depths of the cave. And I bade my com] 
cast lots among them, which of them should risk the adventure 
with mc, and lift the bar and 'bout in his eye, when 

sleep cam- int. And the lot fell upon thow tour whom 

mysdf wen . to choose, and K appointed myself 

to be the l :• diem. In the evening lie came shepiierdLng 

flocks of goodly fleece, and presently he drave his fat Bocks 
the cave each and all, nor left he any without in the deep coui 
whether through mas forebodim;, or perchance that the god so bade 
bim do. Thereafter he lifted the huge door-stone and set it 
mouth of the cave, and sitting down hr milked the ewe\ ami 
bleating goats, all orderly, and beneath each ewe he placed her 
young. Now when he had done all his work bu 
yet other two .md made ready his supper. Then 1 stood b 

•pa and spoke to him, holding in my hands an ivy bowl of 
dark wine: 

•^ysJops, take and drink wine alter thy bast of man's 
'•.now what manner of drink this was that 
ship held. And lo, I was In thee as a drink olfen 

haply thou maryest take pity and send me on my way home, but 
thy mad rage is past aQ sufTerance. O hard of heart, hou 
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another of the many men there be come ever to tbec again, seeing 
that thy deed* have been lawless?'' 
So 1 spake, and he took the cup and drank it off, and found great 
iking the sweet draught, and asked me tor it yet a 

id i ].r: 

1 "< live it me again uf thy grace, and cell mr thy name sfl 

- that I may give thec a stranger' herein thou mayc* be 

earth, the grain -giver, bean for the Cyclopes the 

mighty clusters of the juiee of thi bt rain of Zeus gi' 

them irvr. b a rill of very nenar and ambrosia-'* 

'So lie spake, and again I handed him the dark wine. Thrii 
I bare and gave it him, and thrice in his lolly he drank it to the lees. 
when the wme had got about the wits of the Cyclops, then 
did I speak to him with soft words: 

tops, thou askest me my renowned name, and I will declare 
it unco thee, and do tho aa tlaon di 

promise. Noman is my name, and Neman they call roe, my 
and my mother and all my fellows." 

'So I spake, and straightway he answered me out of hi* pitiless 
hoar • 

'"Noman will 1 cat law in the number | ^ the 

others be.' thai dull be thy gi 

'Therewith he sank backwards and fell with face upturnc 
then ha Ity wMh hii ml round, and sleep! that d 

rv all men, overcame him. and th* fragment* of 

men's Bern issued forth from his • nd be vomited, I* 

hravy with wine. Then I thrust in tlut stake under die deep ashes; 
until it should jjrow hot, and iblc 

words, lest any should hang back from n \. Hut when that 

live wood was just about to catch fire in the flame, green 
x\\ h was. and began in glow terribly, even tl tigh, 

and drew it from the coals, and my ■ out me, and 

sunac god breathed great courage into lift t tiacy seized 

the bar of olive wood. sharpened .it 

i :o bis eye, while I from my place aloft ttJ - as when 

a man bores a sh i -s below spin 

hold at either end, and the auger runs 
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round continually. Even so did we seize the riery-poiritcd brand 
ami whirled jt round m ;\n eye, and the blood flawed about the 
heated I "h of the flame unged his eyelids and 

heowt all about, ;i\ the ball of the cyr burnt aw.iy, .uul tlie rents 
thereof crackled in the flame. And as when cor 

adze in chill tfa a great hissing, when he would temper 

GOf hereby anon comes the strength of iron— even to did hit eye hi« 
round the cake of olive. And ho raised I great and terrible cry, 

the rock rang around, and we fled away in fear, while he pin 
Coffib from liis eye die brand bedabbled in much blood. Tl*en mad- 
dened with pain he cast it from him with his hands, tnd called 
b a loud voice on the Cyclopes who dwelt about him in the 
cave* along the windy heights. And they heard the cry and flocked 
togr .) every side, and gathering round the cave asked I 

what ailed him: 

btf harh so distressed thee, Polyptcxnu^ that thou cric*t thus 
aloud through the immortal night, and makcv us saccpicisr Surely 

a] driwih orT thy flocks against thy will: surely none si., 
thyself by 

1 the strong Polyphemus spake to tl in from en 

cave: '"My frier.ds, N'oman is slaying me by guile, nor at all by 
force." 

d they answered and spake winged words: "If tba 
<:lcntly lund i D thy solitude, it can m nb" wise l>c I 

thou shouldest escape the sickness tent by mighty Zctis. Nay, pray 
thou to thy father, the lord Poseidon." 

•On thi* viae they spake and departed; and ray heart within me 
laughed to see how my name and cunning counsel had begu 
them. But the t . groped 

with hiv nd lifted away the stone from the door of the 

n ihe entry, with arms outstretched to catch, 
if h< oac that was going forth with his sheep, so wi 

tneffhiriks, did he hope to find | me how all rr 

he for the very bett, if perchance I might find I v. ..pc from 

death for my companions and <c all manner of 

craft and counsel, at a m. mis- 

chief was nigh- And this was the counsel that showed brst fa my 
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tight. The rams of the Bock were well nurtured and thick of {Ween, 
great and goodly, v. 1 t. Quietly I lashed 

them fiOMttl » the Cyclop- 

lawless monster. Three t 1 took: now the middle one of the 

three would bear each a man, but the other twain went on cither 
tide, saving my fellow*. Thus every three sheep bore their 
But as tor me I laid hold of the back of a young ram w!m> « 
the best and the goodln ■ >d beneath his 

shaggy belly llsrre I lay, ud ta .vjrd, ^usping tn * 

wondrous fleece with a steadfast heart. So tor that time making 
moan we awaited the bright Dawn. 

'So soon ax early i >ne forth, the rosy fingered, then did 

(hi rims of the flock hasten forth to pasture, Inn the ewes; b 
iinmtlkcd about the pern, for their udder* were swollrn u 
Then their lord, sore tfrickc U along the backs of all 

the sheep as they stood up before him, and guessed net in hi 
how that my men were bound beneath the breasts of his thick -fleeced 
Mocks. Last of all the sheep came forth the ram, cumbered with his 
wool ai il fa wbjb of me and my cunning. And the strong Poly- 
phemus laid his hands on liitn and spake to him sa\i 

'"Dear ram, wherefore, 1 prap thee, art thou the last of all the 
flocks to go forth from the cave, who of old Wl* r*>t wont to lag 
behind Use sheep, but * rhc ftireii k>ck die tender 

blossom of the pasture, faring with long strides, and wen still the 
rust to come to the stream* of the rivei I long to return 

to the homestead in ting? But now art thou the very last. 

Surely thou art sorrowing for the eye of thy lord, which 
man blinded, with his accursed fellows, when he had subdued my 
wits with wine, even Nonun, whom I say hath not yet roped 
destruction. Ah. if thou couldst feel as I, and be endued with speech, 
to Dell roc where he shift* about to shun my wrath; then should he 
be smitten, and his brains be dashed again* the floor here and 
there about the cave, and my heart he tightened of the sorrows which 
Neman, nothing worth, hath brought me!* 4 

'Therewith be sent the ram forth from him. and when we had 
gone but a little way from the caw and from the yard, first I loosed 
myself from under the ram and then I an my fellows free. And 
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we Srave on those stifl-shanked sheets, so rich in fit, and 

.! to look about, fill we c;imc lo the ship. And a glad 

wjcht 10 our fellow 1 were we true had fled from death, but the others 

they would have bemoaned with tears; howf*« I fufTered it not, 

1 ng brow- Mch man to wcrp. Rather I bade 

them to cast on board the many sheep with goodly fleece, and to 

sail over the salt aea water. So they embarked forthwith, and sate 

upon the benches, and sitting orderly smote the grey sea MM 

their oars. But when I had not gone so far, but that a man's shoot 

be heard, then I spoke unto the 

hou wert not to eat the company of a weakling by 
roam n thy hollow cave! Thine evil deeds were very sure to 

find thee out, thou cruel man* who hadat no shame to eat thy guests 
within thy gates, wherefore Zeus hath requited thee, and the other 

'So 1 spoke, and he was mi^ltuly angered at heart, and he brake 
off the peak of a gr< id threw it at us, and it fell in front of 

die djrk-prowtd ship.' And the sea barred beneath the fail of the 
rock, and the backward (low of the wave bare the ship quickly in 
the dry land, with the wash from the deep sea, and drave tt to the 
shore. Then 1 caught up a long pole in my hands, and thrust the 
ship from uff the land, and roused mj flWirnay, and with a rrsotioti 
of die head bade them dish in with their oars, that so we might 
escape our evil plight. So they bene to thear oars and rowed on. But 
when we had now made twxe the distance over the brine, I would 
fain have spoken to the . but my company stayed me on 

every suae with soft words, saying: 

' "Foolhardy thai thou art, why wouldst thou rouse a wild man 
to wrath, who even now hath cast so mighty a throw towards the 
deep and brought our ship back to land, yea and we thought that 
wr had perished 1 even there? If he had heard any of us urter sound 
or speech he would have crushed our beads and our ship timbers 
cast of a nigged stone, so mightily he hair Is." 

> Wr iuv» i—fWd in 111, m r»jt.iffd by taa mock. It » «mxSuc«d Wtt from 

th*f in thU ptaufc anr ta B 0. 171 nor ia B ce. 121 t*n «r« rtusfc ' 
rtnuiv* #*■* » mb of trymg aa tear a hnurt rm. TW terra tafin-nu 

ibr laJiat'Jw 
■ ■: J rv«in in \bc tartar 
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"So spake they, but they prevailed not on my lordly spirit, 
answorrd him again from out an an^ry heart: 

'"Cyclops, if any one of mortal men shall nsk thrr tif the un- 
aighd> blinding of thine eye, H was 0d> sscus that blinded 

it, the waster of cities, son of Laertes, whose dwelling is in Itha 

"So I spake, and with a moan he answered me, sa\ 

'"Lo now, in very truth the ancient oracles have come upon mo. 
These lived here a soothsayer, I noble man and a mjgl ills, 

son of Eurymus, who surpassed all men in sooth?- axed 

j a seer among the Cyclopcv He told me that all these things 
should come to pass in the afterticne, even that I should lose my 
sight at the hand of Odysseus. But 1 ever looked for some tall and 
goodly man : reat might, hui behold now I 

that is a dwarf, a mai. I a weakling, hath blinded 

me of my eye after subduing me with wine. Kay come hither, 
Odysseus, that 1 may set by thee a stranger's cheer, and speed 
parting hence, that so the Earth-shaker may vouchsaf I thl , Em 
ru» son am I, and he avows him for my father. And he himself 

be his will; and none other of the blessed gods 04 
mortal men." 

i so be spake, but 1 answered htm, an Would g<- 

1 were as sure to rob thee of soul and lit. J thee within the 

house of Hades, as I am that not even the Earth-shaker v 
thine eye!" 

# So ! spake, and tlsen he prayed to the lord Poseidon a hi 
th his hands to the starry beava me, Poseidon, girdler 

the earth, god of the dark hair, if indeed I I • I line, 
avowest thee my sire,— ^rant tltat ho may nev«r come to his hi 
even Odysseus, waster of cities, the son of 1 

is in It haul ; Vefl if he is 01 tat his friends a:i unto 

■.vjl-buildcd house, and his own country, late may he com 
case, with the km of all His compui ship of strangers, 

and i owi in his house." 

'So he spake in prayer, and the god of the dark locks heard him. 
And on far greatrr rhan |] 

with >i"Ji j measiirelcss sueii . 

and cast it but a little spa;* behind the dark-prowed ship, an 
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struck the end of the rudder. And the sea heaved beneath 
the (all of the ruck, but the ware bare on the ship and drare it to the 
further shore. 

'But when wc had now reached that island, where all our other 

decked ships abode together, arsd our company were gathered sor- 

rxpecting us evermore, on our coming thither we ran our 

pon the sand, and oursciV pt forth upon the 

sea beach. Next wc took forth the sheep of the Cyclops from out die 

hollow ship, and divided them, that none through mc might go 

lacking his proper chart. But the ram for me alone my goodly- 

greaved company chose out. in the dividing of the sheep, and on 

tin* shore I ottered him up 10 Zeus, even to the sou of Cronos, who 

dwells in the dark clouds, and is lord of all, and I burnt the ike* 

of the thighs. But he heeded not the sacrifice, but was devising how 

my decked ships and my dear company might perish utterly. Thus 

hat time we sat the livelong day, until die going down of the 

sun, feasting on jbumLint flesh and sweet vrinc And when the sun 

had sunk and darknc i, then we kid us to rest upon 

the sea beach. So soon as early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingi-i'.'i. 

I called to my company, and commanded them that they should 

themselves climb the ship and loose the hawsers. So they soon 

embarked and sat upon the benches and sitting orderly smote the 

vea water with their oais- 

Thence we sailed onward stricken at heart, yet glad as men 
saved from death, albeit we had lost our dear companions. 
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Odysseus, hit entertainment by Aeolus, of whom h« received a fair 
*irxJ for the present, and all the rest of the winds tied up in a bag; which 
his men untying, Hew out, am! carried hiin back in Aeolus, who refuted 
to receive htm. His adventure at Lertrygoma with Antiphaect, where 
Ivc ships he lost eleven, men and all. How he went thence to the 
Isle ol Aea, where half of hit men were turned by * m, itul 

how he went himself, and by the help of Hermes recovered them and 
stayed with Circe a year. 

|HEN we came ;o the idc Aeolian, where dwelt An 
son of Hippotas, dear to ti Jen gods. USD* 

island, and all about kbi wall uf brotua unbroken, and 
the dill runs up sheer from the sea. His twelve children too abide 
then in his halls, six daughters and six lusty sons; and, behold 
gave his daughters to his sons to wife. And they feast evermore by 
their dear father and their kind mother, and dainties innumerable 
eady to their hands. And the house is full of the savour of 
feasting, and the noise thereof dog be toutrtyaid, 

by day, and in the night they sleep each one by his chaste wife in 
coverlets and on jointed bedsteads. So then we came to their city 
and their goodly dwelling, and the king entreated me kindly for a 
whole tn .iiinsj. Ilios and the ship* of the 

Argivts, and the return of the Achac^ns. So I tt:l J him oil the tale 
in order duly. Rut when I in turn look thfl word and ^sked ot my 
uey, and bade 1 me on my way, he too denied me net, 

but furnished an escort. He gave me a wallet, made of the h;de of 
an ox of nin h he let flay, and therein 1st hound 

the ways of all the no n the so:> -ode 

keeper of the winds, either to lull or to rouse what blasts he ■■ 

1 he made it fast in the hold of the ship with a shining stiver 
thong, that not the faintest breath might escape. Then he • 
forth the Wait of the West Wind to blow for me, to bear our ships 
andonsrse! kit this he was m Log to pa**, 

for we weir undocc through our own beedleasnes*. 
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'For nine whole days we tailed by night and day continually, 
and now 00 the tenth day my native bml cane in sight, and 
already we were sti near tint wc hrheld thr toll, bending the braoon 
fire*. Then over mc there came sweet dumber in my weariness, 
for all the time I was holding the sheet* nor gave it to any of my 
company, that so we might come quicker 10 our own country. Mean- 
while ray company held converge together, and said that 1 was 
bringing home for myself gnid and silver, gilts fiam Aeolus 
rugh-hcurtril son oi HippOtU And thus would they sneak Ino' 
each man to his neighbour; 

"Xo now, how beloved he is and highly esteemed among aii 
men, to the city and land of whomsoever he may come. Man> 

goodly treasures he taketh with him nut of the spoil from Troy, 
while we who have fulfilled like journeying with fan ratarn home- 
ward bringing with us but empty hands. And now Aeolus hath 
given unto him these :h.ngs freely in his love. Nay come, let us 
quickly see what they arc, even what wealth of gold and salv< 
ta the wallet." 

'So they spake, and the evil counsel of my company prevailed. 
They looted tike wallet, and all the wind* brake forth. And the 
violent blast seized my men, and bare them towards the high scaa 
weeping, away from their own country; but as for mc, 1 awoke 
and communed with my great heart, whether I should cast myself 
from the ship and perish In the deep, or endure in silence and abide 
yet among the living. Hnwbeit 1 hardened my bean to endure, and 
rnuSing my head I by Mill in the ship. But the scssess were driven 
by the evil storm-wind back to the isle Aeolian, and my company 
made moan. 

There we stepped asborv and drew water, and my company 
ly rook their midday meal by the swift ships. Now when we 
tasted bread and wine, 1 took with me a herald and one of my 
company, and went to the famous dwelling of Aeolus: and 1 found 
him km his wife and children. So we went in and sat by 

the pillars of the door on the threshold, and they all marvelled and 
ask«i 

' **How hast thou come hiiher , Olyssrus ? What evil god assailed 
thee? Surely wc sent thee un thy way with all diligence, that tJiou 
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mightcst get thcc to thine own country and thy heme, and whither- 
soever chou would 

n so thry aid, bur I ipftko among them heavy fl hran 
evil company hath been m> banc, and sleep thereto remorsele] 
Come, rn> friends do yc heal the harm, for yours is ihc power."* 

'So I spake, besco ifll in sol' nit they held 

peace. And the father i "Get thee forth from the 

island W M thlt art the most reprobate < ien. 

Far be h ficmi me lu help or U further that man whom the blessed 
gods abhor! Get thcc brth. Eof lo, thy coming maiks thcc hated 
hy the deathless gods." 

"Therewith he sent me forth from the house making heavy moan. 
Thence we sailed onwards strkkrr. at heart. And 
men was sprnt beoctfll :1 by reaao i 

endeavour, for there * IOR any sign of a wafting wind. So 

for the space of six days wc sailed by night and day continually, 
on the seventh we came to the stoop stronghold of Lamos, T< 
of the Laestrygons, when herdsman hails herdsman as he dri< 
in his Bock, and the other who drives forth answers the call. There 
might a sleepless nun have earned a double wage, die one as neat* 
herd, the other shepherding white ilocks: so near are the 01 
W nifiht and of the day. Thither when we had conn 

hereabout on both tides goes one steep cliff unbroken, 
and jutting headlands over again** each other stretch for 
mouth of ih< incc; thereinto all tl>c 

others steered their curved ships. Now the vessels were bound 
in the hollow harbour each hard fa for no wave ever 

swelled within it, great or small, but there was a bright calm all 
around But I alone moored my dark ship without the harbour, at 
the uttermost point thereof, and nude fast the i a rock- And 

! went up a craggy hill, a place of outlook, and stood thereon: 
thence there was no sign of the labour of men or oxen, only we saw 
the smoke curling upward from the land. Then 1 sent forth certain 
of my company to go and search out what manner of men they wtro 
who here live upon the earth by bread, choosing out in i 
company and sending a tl 
they had gone ashore, they went along a loci road whereby waini 
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were wont to draw down wood from the high hills 10 ihe town. 
And without the town ihey EbU I a damsel drawing water, 

the noble daughter of Lacjtrygonian Antiphates. She had come 
down Co the clear-Bowing spring Artacta, for thence it was 
to draw water to the town. So they stood by her and spake unto 
her, and asked who was Icing ot that land, and who they were he 
ruled over. Then at once she showed them the high-roofed hall 
her father. Now when they had entered the renowned house, they 
found his wit'e therein: she was hu.ee of bulk as a mountain 
and was loathly in their sight. Straightway she called the rcno< 
Antiphates, her lord, from the assembly-place, and he contrived 
pitiful destrua'son for my men. Forthwith he clinched up one of 
nay company and made ready his midday meal, but the other twain 
sprang up and came in flight to the ships. Then he raised the wj 
cry through the town, and the valiant Lacstrygont at the sound 
thereof, flocked together from every side, a host past number, not 
like men bat like the Giants. They cast at us from the clitfs wii 
grrat rnckx, rath nf them a man's I tnd .iron there ai 

from the fleet an ci ;'g and ships llolt wa d will 

And like folk spearing fishes they bare home their hideous meal, 
leas yet they were drying my friends within the deep harbour, 
I drew my sharp sword from my thigh, and with it cut the hawsers 
of my rbikprowrd Up. Quiddy then I called to my company, 
and bade diem dash in with tin Dan thai we might dean escape 
this evil plight. And all with one accord they los»ed Use sea water 
: the our-btadc, in dread of death, and to my delight my barque 
flew forth to tlse high seas away from the beetling rocks, but those 
other ships were lost there, one and all. 

Thence we sailed onward stricken at heart, yet gbtl is men saved 
from deads, albeit wc had lost our dear companions. 

'And we came to the isle Aeaean, where dwelt Circe of the 
braided trc«cs, an awful goddess of mortal speech, own sister to 
the wizard Aeetcs. Both were begotten of Helios, who gives Lj 
to ail men, and their mother was Persr, daughter of Oceanus. 
on the ihotc wc put in with our ship into the sheltering haven 
silently, and some god was our guide. Then we stepc ashore, and 
for two days and two nights lay there, consuming our own hearts 
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for weariness and pun. Bui when now the fair-tressed Dawn had 
brought ibe full light of tlie thud day. (hen did 1 seize my spear 
and my sharp sword, and quickly departing from the ship I went 
■ u a place of wide prospect, if haply 1 might vet? any sign 
of the labour of men and hear the mad «if lb 
up a craggy bill, a place of out-look, and 1 saw the ra 
from the broad-wayed earth in the halls of Circe, through the thick 
coppice and the woodland. Then 1 mused in my mind and bean 
whether I should go and make disc*-- that I had seen the 

smuke and flame. And as I thought thereon this seemed to me the 
better counsel, to go first to the swift ship and to the sea-banks, 
and gisc my company their midday meal, and then send them to 
make search. Hut as I came and drew nigh to the curved ship, some 
god cren then took pity on me in my loneliness, and sent 

d <rag across my very path. Hr was ronv.ng down from h» 
B in the woodland u> the rives to dri'ik, for verily the might 
of the sun was sore upon him. And OS he came up from out 
stream, ] smote him on the spine in the middle of the hack, and the 
brazen shaft went clean thr.-; , and with a moan he I 

the dust, and hi* life passed El U Then I \ct my loot on him 

and drew forth the brazen shaft from the mood* aixl laid it hard 
by upon the ground and let ;t lie. Next I broke withies and willow 
twigs, and wove me a rope a fathom in length, well twisted from 
end to end, and bound together the feet of the huge beast, and 
wmt to thr black ship bra ring him across my neck, and leaning 
was in no wise possible rocarry him on my shoulder 
with the one hand, for he was a mighty quarry. And I threw him 
down before the ship and roused my company widi soft words, 
standing by each nun in U 

, for all our sorrows wc shall nor yet a white go down 
to the house of Hades, ere the corning of the day i . go to 

then, whil ric is meat . in the awifi ship, let us 

take thought thereof, that we be not famished for hunger." 

'Even ao I spake, and they speedily hearkened to my words* They 
unmutBed their heads, and there on the shore of the un harvested 
sea gazed at tfa was a mighty quarry. But after th«y 

had drlighird their ryes with bl of him, they washed their 
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fundi and got ready the glorious feast. So for that time we sa* 
livelong thy nil the going down of the sun. feasting on abuudai 
fleah and tweet ivsne. But when the uin sank and darkness had cud 
on, then we laid in to rest upon the sea beach. So soon as early 
n shone forth, the rosy -fingered, I called a gathering of my men 
And spake in the cars of them all: 

' "Hear my words, my fellows, despite your evil case. My friends, 
lo, now we know not where is i' ; knew or of dawning, 

nor where die Sun, that gives light to men, goes beneath the earth. 
nor where he rises; therefore let us advise us speedily ii any counsel 
yet may be: as for me, 1 deem there is none. For I went up a craggy 
lull, a place of out look, and saw the island crowned about with 

idles* sea, the isle itself lying low; and in the midst 
thereof mine eyes beheld the smoke through the thick coppice and 
the woodland." 

'Even so 1 spake, bt pint within them was brok i 

renwrnbered the oWds of Antiphates the Laestrygonian. and all the 
evil violence of the haughty Cyclops, the nun-eater. So they 
aloud shedding big tears. Howbeit no avail came of tb ■ 

'Then I numbered my goodly-greaved company in two 
and appointed a leader for each, and I myself took the 
of the one part, and godlike Eurylochus of the other. And at 
we shook the lots in a brazen-fitted helmet, and out leapt the 
of proud Eurylochus. So he went on his way, Bl 
and twenty of my fellowship all we c left behind 

making Lament. In the forest glades they found the halls of Circe 
iMiikfcd, of polished stone, in a place with wide prospect. And 
ail around the palace mount am -bred wolves and lions were 
ing, whom she herself h>d bewitched with evil drugs ;hat she 
ta. Yet the beasts did nut set on my men. but lo, they ran 
about them and fawned on them, wagging their long tails. 
ji when dogs (awn about their lord when he comes from the 
fur he always brings them the fragments that soothe their mood, 
even so the strong-clawed wolves and the lion* fawned around them; 
but rhey wci k%1 when they *av rible 

■.. So they stood at the outer gate of the fair ucard goddess, 
and within they heard Circe singing in a sweet voice, as she bred 
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to and fro before ihc greai 

;-. of goddess ol and full ol grace and splendour. 

■m Polite*, a leader ol men, the dearest to rnc 3(>d the trustiest of 
all my company, fnu spake to them : 

forasmuch a* there is one Within thai tar* 
v ;i mighty web ungm i that all the floor 

i.t tin- hall ': i»ddci»*!>r \-> 01 j woman; doom quickly 

and cry aloud to her." 

'He spoke the wo: ied aloud and called to her. 

straightway she came forth and opened the d Oft and bade 

them in, and all went with her in theii 

fectu for he guessed that tit- um treasoo. 

So she led them in and «< them upon duil and 

made them a i barley-meal and )elU>w hon 

Pramnun wine, and mixed harmful drugs with the food to make 
them utterly forget their own COUBO when she h 

ihoB p anil they had drunk it off, presently i£il- note ilsem 

I in ilie M ft twine ihr penned them. So 

ihey had the head an : tbc brisk sitapc of sv. 

but rheir mind abode even u< of old. Thus were they penned there 
IttOg them acorns and mart t of the 

cornc! tree to rai, whrraxt wall- . lutrrn. 

'Now Lurylochas came back to the swift blade tip 10 bri I 

ing* of hi i ud -I ihcir unseemly doom. Not a word could 

. for all his desire, so deeply smitten was lie to the hear. « 

i r and his eye* were filled with teat i of 

•n tattoo. But whets we all had pressed him in wdooi 

in amj/rnscnt, wfta tbn ha \xii thr fate of the rrmruw of our 

" "W« went, u thou didvi oo ihr coppice, noble 

Od'. e found within the foreu glade* the I 

Milithed storse, in a i nipect. And there was one 

web ami ion goddess 

or a worn ' alt rod and tailed tu her* And 

stru od opened th c doors and 

bade thrrn in, and they all wen? eedkigtfw . but I 

i, lot 1 guested that there wis sotnt treaiocv. Then 
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they vanished away one -and all, nor did any of tbern aj^H-ai again, 
though 1 sat long time watching." 

>akc he, whereon I cast about my shoulder my sxlvcr-suidded 

sword, a great Uftcb of bronze, and dung my bow about mo and 

bade him lead me again by the way thac he camf. But he caught 

me with but !■> tny knees he besought me, and be- 

ig him spake to me winger 

'"Lead me not thither against my will, oh fosterling of Zeus, but 

leave me here! For well I know thou shah thyself return no more, 

bring any one of all thy f t : nay, let u* flee the swifter 

with I how thai l>r hrrr, for even yet m.iy we EflCapQ the evil day." 

'On id him, Hying : "F_uryJochus, 

abide for thy pan here in (his place, eating aasd drinking by the 

black hollow ship: but 1 will go forth, (or a strong constraint is 

hi mc." 

"With that I went up from the *hip and the sea-shore. But lo, when 

in i tin- acred glades 1 was now drawing i 

to the great hall of the enchantress Grce, then did Hermes, of the 

golden wand, meet me as 1 approached the house, in the likeness 

of a young nun with Use first down on hi* lip* the time when 

th is most gracious. So he clasped my hand and spake and 

hailed me: 

"Ah, hapless man, whhhcr away again, all alone through the 
wolds, thou that kDOWCSt not this country? And thy comj 
yonder in the hall of I rt penned in the guise of swine, in 

their deep lairs abiding, b u in hope to free them that thou an 
\i hither? Nay, methinks, thou thyself shalt nevpr return but 
remain thcrr with the others. Come tlu-:i. 1 \%ill redeem thee from 

ivcrance. Lo, take this herb oc virtue. 

£> to the dwelling of CSrce, that it may keep from thy head the 

Jay. And 1 will tell thee all the n* ce- She 

will mix thee a pnonn and cast 'to the m not even 

sr> shall she be able to i i«l hrrb 

ihut I \\\a.\ give i her, and I will ;ell thee all. shall be tl 

thee will g wand, a draw thou thy 

sharp sword from thy thigh, Hhd n her, as one eager to slay 

her- flk away and he instant with thee to lie 
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her. Thenceforth disdain n;x thou the b shr 

m.iy df liver thy company and kindly entertain thee. But command 
her lo 5 v. ligfaty oath by the blessed g» he ^ ill plan 

nought cs» of mischief to thine own hurt, lea she make this* 
rd and imrmnotd he hath thee naked." 

Therewith the slayer of Ar me the it he 

plucked from tht tod In* ihowed me the growth thereof. 

It v ,t the root. bt» the flower was like 10 milk. Moiy the 

gods calJ it, but it is hard tor mi.rt.il men to dig; howbeit with 
gods all tbi (Xiuible. 

Then Hrrrrwi <1 iward high Olympus, up through tl 

woodland my way to (he hoi 

and my heart wa* djrk'.y troubled . So I hi 

lb ot ibe fair-f raised goddets; there I stood and called ftl 
the goddea* heard my voice, who presently came forth and 
opened the shining doors and bade me in* and I went with her 
heavy at heuit. Sa shr led me in and set me 09 :i ch.ur with uuds 
of silver* a goodly caxven duir, and bene. 1 footstool 

iect. And she made me a potion in a golden cup, that I migh 
and she also put a charm therein, in the tvfl counsel of Iwi I,. 

'Now when she had given it and I lad drunk it off and was 
bewitched, ujc mote RN with lirr wand am! sxnke and hailed 

1 "Go thy way now to the stye, couch thee 1 1 test 

thy comp' 

So spoke she* b my sharp sword from my thigh 

sprang upon Ore*, as one eager to «l r) bar. Kvt wirh a great ci 
she tlipfrd under, ,rswl my knees, and bewailing 

spake to me winged words: 

""Who art thou of the sons of men. and whence? Where is thy 
city? Where are they that be.; : to see how thou 

hast drunk of this chafl ■ subdued. N ivere 

mi irijn civ ilut is proof again am, whoso luth 

drunk thereut. and once it luili passed his lij.-x But thou 
methinks, am <u ihcc that may not be cncbanuxl. Veril] 

irt Odysseus, ready at need, whom he of the golden 

u] me w. m hither. 

way from Tmy wiih tab swtfi Mack ship. Nay come, put thy 










THE ODYSStlY 139 

into tbc sheath, and ihcreaitcr let us go up into m> bed, that meeting 
in love and steep we may trust each ibe other.'" 

'So spake she, but 1 answered her, saying: "Nay, Circe* how 
a rut thou bed me be gentle to thee, who lust turned my company 
into twine within thy halls, and holding mc here with a guileful 
rtjuirest mc to pass within thy chamber and go up into thy 
bed, that so thou mayev make mc a dastard and unmanned when 
thou nasi me naked I consent to go up into thy 

bed, except thou wilt deign, goddess, to maf a mighty oath, that 
thou wilt plan nought elv of mischief to mine own hurt,* 

*So 1 spal ! c straightway swore die oath not 10 harm me, 

as 1 bade her. But when she had sworn and had done that oath, 
then at last I went up into the beautiful bed of Circe. 

while her handmaids busied them in ibe halls, four 
maidens that are her set men in the house. Tbey are born 

of the wills and of the wmli jiiJ uf tlse holy rivers, that flow for- 
ward into the %alt sea. Of these one cast upon the chairs goodly 
t» of purple above, and spread a linen cloth thereunder. And 
■ihcr drew up silver tables to the cba:rs, and thereon set for 
them golden haUcet*. And a third mixed sweet hnnry-hearted wine 
set out cups ci gold. And a fa 1 water, 

and kindled a great fire beneath the mighty cauldron. So the watH 
waxed warm; but when it bcikd in the bright brazen vessel, *he 
set mc in 3 bath and bathed me with water from out a great caul- 
dron, pouring it over bead and shoulders, when she had mixed it to 
a pleasant warmth, till from my limbs slse took away die consuming 
w carmen. Now after she bad bathed me and anointed me well 
with uhic otL and cast about me a fair mantle and a doublet, she 
ltd me into the halls and set me on a chair with studs of alvcr, a 
goodly car\cn chair, and beneath was a footstool for the feet. And 
a handmaid bare water for the hands in a goodly gulden ewer, and 
poured it Earth over a ulvcr liaan to wash withal; and 10 my side 
idled table, and a grave darnc bare wlicatcn bread 
and art it by rnc, and laid on the board many dainties, giving trody 
of *uch things as she had by her. And she bade me cat, but my 
no pleasure therein, 1 sat u-irii other tkV id my 

I a boding 
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Kow when Circe saw that I sat thus, and that I put not forth 
my hands to the meat, and that 1 vs 

to me and spake to au word*: 

'.'bcrcforc tfatu, Odysseus, dost thou sit there like a ap* 
man, consuming thine own soul, and dost not touch meat nor 
Don thou indeed deem there is some further guile? Nay, thoi 
hast no cause to teat, fur already I has* rODJj oath 

nut to harm thee." 

ixtkc she, but I answered her, sayi 
righteous man wo lie heart to CBStc- mc.u and dnnk ere 

'ix&cemed his company, and beheld them face to lace? But 
in good faith thou me eat and drink, then let them 

■ya rn.ty heboid nn d 
'60 1 spake, and Orcc passed out through the hall witl 
in her hand, and opened the door* of the stye, and drave ihcm forth 
in the shape of wine of nine seasons old. ] . stood before 

her, and she went through ibrir midst, and anoinred each one 

■ with am I lo, from their I; 

dropped away, wherewith the venom had crewhile clothed 
that lady Circe gave them. And they became men again, younjeer 
than before they were, and goo and taller to behold. And 

they all knew me again and each otu took my hands, and wis 
wax tin- lament that .\aiik 1011 -.lis, ami the ruof around ranj 

wondrously. And even the goddess herself was moved with 
passion. 
Then standing nigh me the fair goddeis spake unto me: *'Son 
f the lord of Zmm, , depart 

m thy swift ihip and the ira-bankv Al <t all, ilrau 

shore, and bestow the goods In es and all tlie gear. 

e thy dear co:~ 
'So spake she, and my lordly spirit consented thereto. So I went 
on my way to the v. md the sea-banks, and there I 

my dear company on tl g piteously, sheddinj 

big tears. And a% when alvei of the lion 
droves of ; have returned tn the yard, when thry bjr 

pasture, and aD with one accord frisk k* «i, and 

the fo >o more 
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they skip about their dams, so flocked ihcy all about me weeping, 
when their eyes beheld me. Yea, and to their spirit it was as though 
ihey had got to their dear country, and the very city of rugged 
Iihara, where they were born and reared. 

'Then making lament, they apake to me winged words: "O foster- 
ling of Zeus, we were none otherwise glad at thy returning, than 
if we had come to Ithaca, our own country. Nay come, of our other 
companions tell us the tale of their ruin/' 

'So spake they, hut I answered them with soft words: "Behold, 
let us first of .ill draw up the ship ashore, and bestow our goods 
in the caves and all our gear. And do yc bestir you, one and alh 
to go with me, that ye may see your fellows in the sacred dwelling 
of Circe, earing and drinking, for they have continual store." 

'So spake I, and at once they hearkened to my words bur Eury- 
lochus alone would have holden all my companions, and Uttering 
his voice he spake to them winged words: 

'"Wretched men that we are! whither are we going? Why are 
your hearts so set on sorrow that ye should go down to the hall of 
Circe, who will surely change us all to swine, or wolves, or lions, 
to guard her great house perforce, according to the deeds that the 
Cyclops wrought, when certain of our company went to his inmost 
fold, and with them went Odysseus, ever hardy, for through the 
blindness of his heart did they too perish?" 

'So spake he, but 1 mused in my heart whether tn draw my long 
hanger from my stout thigh, and therewith smite off his head and 
bring it to the dust, albeit he was very near of kin to me, but the 
men of my company stayed me on every side with soothing words: 

c Trine* of the seed of Zeus, as for this man, we will stiller him, 
if thou wilt have it so, to abide here by the ship and guard the ship; 
but as for us, be our guide to the sacred house of Circe." 

l $o they spake and went up from the ship and the sea. Nay, nor 
yet was Eurylochus left by the hollow ship, but he went with us, 
for he feared my terrible rebuke. 

'Meanwhile Circe bathed the rest of my company in her halls 
with all care, and anointed them well with olive oil and cast thick 
mantles and doublets about them. And we found them all feasting 
nobly in the halls. And when they saw and knew each other face 




?i}2 HOMPR 

to face, they wept and mourned, and the house rang around. Then 
she stood near me, that fair goddess, and spake saying: 

' "Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many device* 
no more now wake this plenteous weeping: myself 1 know of all 
the pins ye endured upon the teeming deep, and the great despite 
done you by unkindly men upon the land. Nay come, eat ye meat 
and drink wine, till your spirit shall return to you again, as it was 
when first yc left your own country of rugged Ithaca; but now are 
ye wasted and wanting heart, mindful evermore of your sore wander- 
ing, nor has your heart ever been merry, for very grievous hath been 
your (rial.** 

'So sjrakc she, and our lordly spirit consented thereto. So there 

we sat day by day for the full circle of a year, feasting on abundant 

nd sweet wine. But when now a year had gone, and the 

seasons returned as the months waned, and the long days came in 

their course, then did my dear company call EH forth, and say: 

' "Good sir, now is it high time to mind thee of diy native land, 
if it is ordained thai thou shalt be saved, and come to thy lofty house 
and thine own country." 

'So spake they and my lordly spirit consented thereto. So for that 
time we sat the livelong day till the going down of the sun, fea 
mi i bnndaiK flesh and sweet wine. But when the sun sank 
darkness came on, they laid them to rest throughout the shadowy 
hall*. 

'But when I had gone up into the fair bed of Circe, I besought her 
hy her knees, and the goddess heard my speech, and uttering my 
voice I spake to her winged words: "Circe, fulfil for me the promise 
which thou madest mc to send me on my homeward way. Now is 
my spirit eager to be gone, and the spirit of my company, that wear 
away my heart as they mourn around me, when haply thou art 
gone from us." 

'So spake I, and the fair goddess answered me anon: "Son of 
Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many devices, tarry ye 
now no longer in my house against your will; but first must yc 
perform another journey, and reach the dwelling of Hades and of 
dread Persephone to seek to the spirit of Theban Tciresias, the blind 
soothsayer, whose wits abide steadfast. To him Pt-rtephcme hath 
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they skip about their dims., so flocked thry .ill about me weep 
when thai eyes beheld idc Ye iteir spirit it vru as though 

they had got to their dear country, and the very city of rugged 
Ithaca, where they were barn and reared. 

'Then making lament they spake to me winged word*: "O foster- 
ling of Zeus, wp were DOM otherwise glad a* thy returning, 
if we tud come to Ithaca, our awn country. Nay come, of our other 
companion* tell us the talc of their ruin.** 

*So spake they, but I answered thern with soft words: -Bel 
let us first of all draw up :he ship ashore, and bestow our 
in xht caves and all our gear. And do ye bestir you, one and all. 
to go with me, thai ye may we your EeBowa in the acred dwelling 
of C:ru\ eating and drinking, for they have continual store." 

*So spake I, and at once they hearkened to my words* but Eury- 
lochus alone would have holdcn all my companions, and uttering 
•.oice he spake to them winged words: 

'"Wretched men that we are! whiihcr are we going? Why are 
your hearts so set on sorrow that yc should go down to the hall of 
Grce, who will surely change us all to swine, or wolves, or lions, 
to guard her great house perforce, according to the deeds that the 
lops wrought, when certain of our compny went to his inmost 
Cold, and with them went Orlywi ardy, for through the 

blindness of ins heart did they too perish '" 

'So spake he, but 1 mused in nay heart whether to draw my long 
hanger from my stout thigh, and therewith smite ufl his head and 
bring it to the dust, ll mi very near of kin to me, but the 

men of my company stayed me on every side with soothing words: 

•"Prince of the seed of Zeus, as for this man, we will suffer him, 
if thou wilt hare it so, 10 abide here by the ship and guard the ship; 
but as for us, be our guide to the sacred house of C 1 

'So they spake and went up from the ship and the sea. Nay, nor 
yrl !ochus left by the hollow ship, but he went with us, 

for he feared my terrible rebuke. 

'Meanwhile Circe bathed the rest of my company in her lulls 
with all care, and anointed them well with olive oil and cast thick 
mantles and doublets about them. And we found thern all feasting 
nobly in the halls. And when they saw and knew each other : 
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ind sit there, suffering not the strcngthless head* of th 
to draw niyh to thr blrod. err thou run word of L 1 

the teer will ctimo tri rim quickly, leader of rbr people; Ise will si 
declare to thee the way and the measure of thy path, and i 
thy returning, how thou mayst go over the teeming dec 

'So spoke she, and anon came tt i thrcned Dawn. 

Am put on me i md a double: heat, and the nymph 

cladhersel 1 i f and gracious and 

about ha I die, anil put j veil ujsun 

her head. But I passed through the halls and roused my mc 
sanocth words, standing by each one m turn: 

""Sleep ye now no more nor breathe sweet slumber; but let 
go on our way, for surely she ruth shown he bdy ' 

'So spake I, and their lordly soul consented ibn 
thence 1 led not my company safe away. There was one, Llpenor, 
the youngest of us all, not very valiant in war, neither steadfast in 
mind. He was lying apart from the rest of my men on the house- 
top of Circe's sacred dwelling, very fain of the cool air, as one heavy 
with wine. No* when he heard the notie of the voces and i 
feet of m\ as they moved to and fro, he leaped up of i 

Midden and minded him not to descend again :>y the 

kddcTj but fell right down from the roof, 
broken from the bones of the spine, and his spirit went down to 
house of Hades. 

'Then I spake among m> men U they went on their way, sa>ing: 
"Ye deem now, 1 sec, that ye are going to your own dear country; 
but Circe hath showed us another way, even to die dwell 
Hades and of dread Persephone, to seek to the spirit of Theban 
Teiresias." 

«i so I spuke, heart within dsem was broken, and 

they sat thern down even where they were, and made lament and 
tore their hair. Howbeit no help came of their weej 

I as we were now wending sorrowful u jp and 

the sea-banks, sh«! ! gone her 

■ nd made n and a i hy the dark ship, lightly 

passing us by: who may behold a god against his will, whether going 

to or fro? 



' 









BOOK XI 

Odysseus, his descent into Ml, and discourses with die ghosts of the 

deceased heroes. 

NOW when we had gone down to the ship and to the sea, 
first of all we draw tba ihip unco the fair salt water and 
placed the mas; and sails in the black ship, and took 
those sheep and put inrrr . and ourselves too climbed on 

beard, sorrowing, And shedding b;g teats. And in tbf | our 

dark-pro wed ship she sent a favouring wind that filled the s.v! 
kindiy escort*— even Circe of the braided tresses, a dread goddess 
urrun speech. And we set in order all the gear tluoughout the 
ship ind sat us down; and the wind and the helmsman guided our 
barque. And all day long her sails were Oi etched in her seafaring; 
and the sun sank and all the ways were darkened. 

'She came to the Limits of the world, to the deep-flowing Ocean us. 
There is the land and the cky of the Cimmerians, shrouded in mi it 
and doutl, and never docs the diining sun look down on them 
with hi* jtbtf when he climbs up the starry heavens, nor 

when again be turns earthward from the finnaiiieni, hu: deadly 
night is outspread over miserable mortals. Thither we came and 
ran the ship ashore and took out the sheep; but for our part wc 
held on our way along the stream of CXeanus, t.Il we came to the 
place which Circe had 1 1 > us. 

'There l\rimedes and F.wykxhus held the victims, but I drew 
my sharp [word trom my thigh, and dug a pit, as il were a cubit in 
length and breadth, and about it poured a drink-offering to all the 
dead, first with mead and thereafter with sweet wine, and Cor the 
i rtme with water. And I sprinkled white meal thereon, and 
entreated with many prayers the arengthless heads of the dead, 
and piiitnised that on my return to Ithaca 1 Mould oiler in my 
halls a barren hcjfcr. the best 1 had, and fill the pyre with treasure, 

tice a black ram without spot, 
the fairest of my dock. But when I had besought the tribes of the 

MS 
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and for thy men, and even though thou shah thyself escape, Lite 
ihalt ibou return in evil plight, with ti*e loss of all thy i<> 

lioard (lie ship of sod mOU dull find at*n«vx in th] 

house, even proud men that devour thy bring, while they woo thy 
godlike w^c and offer the gifts of wooing. Yet I tell thee, on 
corning thou shale avenge their violence. But when thou hast shin 
the wooers in thy halls, whether by guile, or openly with the edge 
of the sword, thereafter go thy way, taking wi - .1 shapen oar, 

till thou shall come to such men as know not the X2 t (lesilicr cm 
meat savoured with salt; yea, nor have they knowledge of shij 
of purple cheek, nor shapen oars which serve for 1 ■ shi| 

1 I will give thee a most manifest token, which cannot e^ 
thee. In the day when another wayfarer shall meet thee and say 
that thou hast a winnowing fan on thy stout shoulder, even tin 
make fast thy shapen oar in the earth and do goodly sacrifke 
lord Poseidon, cv ram and a bull and a boar. tc of 

swine, and depart for home and orter hol^ 1 the 

less gods that keep the wide heaven, in each in order due. And 
ihr m diall ihine own death come, the grntlest death that may 
which shall end thee forcdone with smooth old age. and the fol 
shall dwell happily around thee. This that 1 say is sooth," 

'So spake he, and I answered him, Hying: . all 

threads, mcrhinks, the flndl thrmtrlvr* ha v.* sp.m. Rut come, 

DM this and plainly tell me all. I m here the spirit of mj 
mother dead; lo, she aits in silence near tic blood, nor deigns 
look her son in the face nor speak to him! Tell rne, prince, 
may she know me again that I am he?" 

'So spake I, and anon he answered me, and nid: "1 will tell tl 
an ea- put ft in thy heart. Whumx* 

dead that be departed thou shall suffer to draw iugh to the blood. 
he shall tell thee sooth; but if thou shall grudge any. that one shall 
go to his own place again." Therewith the spirit of the pnace 
Teiresias went back within the house of H; 1 he had told 

all his oracles. Bur 1 ahodr there itradfafily, till my mother drrw 
nigh and diank the dark blo> d once she knew me, and 

bewailing herself sj nged words: 

'"Dear child, how did* thou come beneath the darkness and 
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the shadow, thou 






an j living nun.' Grievous is the sight of t 
things to the living, for between us and you are great riven 
dreadful ilMUiu; first, Ocean sit, which can no wis* be crossed on 
foot, but only if one have a weli-wioughi ship. Art thou hut now 
cork hither with thy ship and thy company in thy long wandcrinj 
from Troy? and ha* thou not yet reached Ithaca, nor seen thy 
wife in thy halls?" 

'Even mi she «>ake. and I answered her, and said: "O my mothrr, 
necessity wai on me to come down tn the house of HaoV* to srrk 
to the spirit of Theban Teiresias. For not yet have I drawn near to 
the Achaean shore, nor yet hare I set foot on .nine own country, 
but have been wandering evermore in auction, from the day 
first 1 went with goodly Agamemnon to !hoi of the fair steeds, to 
do :■ h itir Tn vclarc mc this and plainly 

tell it .11- What doom overcame thee of death that lays men at their 
length? Was it a slow disease, or did Artemis the archer slay thee 
uion of her gentle snafu? And tell mc of my father 
and my son, that 1 left behind me; doth my honour yet a* 
them, or hath another already taken it, while they say that 1 shall 
come home no more? And tell me of my weuMcd wife, of her 
counsel and her purpose, doth she abide with her son and keep all 
secure, or hath she already wedded the best of the Achae. 

i so I spake, and anon my lady mother answered mo: Tea 
verily, she abided) with m fit in thy halls; and wearily 

hrt the nigh; 1 the days in shedding of tears. But 

the fair honour that is thine no man haih yet taken; but Tclemachus 
aits at peace on his demesne, and feasts at equal banquets whereof 
meet that a judge par ill men bid him to their house. 

And thy father abides there in the field, and goes not down to the 
town, nor lies lie on bedding or rugs or shining blankets, but all 
the winter he sleeps, where sleep the thralls in the house, in the a she* 
by the fil rncnt- H I the summer 

comes and the rich harvest-tide, his beds of fallen leaves arc strewn 
lowly all about the knoll of his vineyard plot. There he lies sorrow- 
ing and nurses his mighty grief, for long desire of thy return, and 
old age withal come* heavy upon him. Yea am! even so did 1 
perish and meet my doom. It was not the archer goddess of the 
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keen right, who slew me in my lulls with the visitation of her 
\lufts, nor did an/ sackne&s ciime upon me, suih fti ilurfly with 
sad waging draws che spirit from the limbs; m my sol 

log for thec, and for ihy counsels* great Odysseus, and lor 
ing kindness, that reft me of sweet life." 

'So spake me, and I mused in my heart and would fain 
embraced lite sprit of my mother dead. I sprang 

.xnd was minded to emhrair 1 ^ie flitted from 

h;indt as a shadow or even as a dream, and si I arose evi 

in my heart. And uttering my voice I spake to her winged words: 

' "Mother mine, wherefore doit thou not abide mc who am eager 
Ijsp thee, that even in Hades we twain may cast o*ir urmi 
about iJk other, and have our fill of chill lament? Is this but a 
phantom that the high goddess Persephone hath sent mc to the 
end that I may groan for more exceeding sorn 

'So spoke I, and my lady mother answered I h me, 

my child, of all men most ill-fated, Persephone, the daughter of 
Zeus. dt*h in no wise deter- M It U WJ 

mortal* when they die. Fnr the sinews no more bind together : 
flesh and the bones, but the great force of burning fire abolishes 
these, so soon as the life hath left the white bones, and the spirit 
like a dream flies forth and hovers near. But haste with all thine 
bean toward the HinHght, and mark all this, that even here 
thoti mayest tell it DO tli> wife." 

'Thus we twain held discourse together; and lo, the women came 
for the hagh goddesa Persephone sen nh, all they that 

had been th- .ind daughters of mighty men. And they 

gathered and flocked about the black blood, and I took counsel how 
I might (juestuMi nam each one. And thil was the counsel tl 
showed best in my sight. 1 drew my long hanger from ray 

and suffered them not all at one time to dnnk of the d.u 
blood. So they drew nigh one by one, and each declared her 
age, anJ I made question of all. 

'Then vr: U 1 ! 1 firu an* Tyro, sprung of a noble sire, who sail 
that she was the child of noble Salmoocua, and declared herielf t;i 

f Crethcus, son of Aeolus. She loved ■ river, the 
Erupeut, far the fairest of the flood* that run upon the earth, and 
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she would resort to the fair sirrarnt of Enipeus. Ami ii cani< 
pass tiut the girdler of the world, the Earth-shaker, put on the shape 
of ihe god, and by by the Ltdy at the mouth* of the whirling stream. 
1 n the dark wave stood around them like a hillside bowed, and 
hid the god and the mortal woman. And he undid her maiden 
girdle, and shed a slumber over her. Now when the god had done 
the work of love, he claiped her Kind and spake and hailed her: 

man, be glad in our Iuve, and when the year comes round 
thou shah #vc birth to glorious children*— for not weak arc the 
embraces of the gods, and do thou keep and cherish them- And 
now go home and hold thy peace, and tell it not: but behold, I am 
Pbwulon, shaker of the earth." 

Thrrw.th he plunged beneath the heaving deep. And she con- 
ceived and bare Pelias and Neleus, who both grew to be mighty 
men, servants of Zetia. Pclias dwelt in wide Iolcos, and was rich in 
stocks; and that other abode in sandy Pylos. And the queen of 
women bare yet other sons to Cretrtem, even Aeson and Pheres and 
Amythaon, wltose joy was in chariots. 

'And after her I mw A.itiope, daughter of Aa&put, and her boost 

was that she had slept even in the arms of Zeus, and she bare two 

sons Amphion and Zee hue, who founded first the place of seven- 

d Thebes, .in*! they made of it a fenced city, for they might not 

il in spacious Thebes unfrnced, for all their valiancy, 

*Ncxt to i MM* wi: fjy in the- 

arms of mighty Zeus, and bare Heracles ui the lion-heart, stead- 
last in the fight. And 1 saw Megara, daughter of Creon, haughty 
of heart, whom the strong and tireless son of Amphitryon had to 
wife. 

"And I ww tlie mother cf Ordij ■ icuttfc who wrought 

a dread deed unwittingly, being wedded to her own son, and he 
that had slain his own father wedded her, and straightway the 
gods made these thing* known to men. Yet he abode in pain in 
pleasant Thebes, ruling the Cadmacans, by reason of the deadly 
counsels of the gods. Bu: she went down to the house of Hades, 
the uughcy warder; yea, she tied a nooae from the high brain ai 
being fast holdcn in sorrow ; while for hirr. she left pains behind full 
many, even all that the Avengers of a mother bring to pass. 
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'And I saw lovely Chloris, whom Nekus wedded on a lime for 
her beauty, and brought gifts of wooing post number. She was 
the youngest daughter of Amphion, no of L>us, who once ruled 
tni^hrily in Minyan Orchomcnus. And she was quern nf Pylos, 
and bare glorious children to her lord, Nestor and Chroraius, and 

!y Pcrklymcnus, and stately IVro too, the wonder of ail men. 
All ihat dwelt around were her wooer*; but Ndeus would not gjro 
her, save 10 him who should drive off from Phylace the Line of 
mighty Iphides, with shambling gait and broad of brow, hard 
ijitle tci drive. AihI mine bill tlie noble seer 1 ti 1 drise 

them; but a grievcus fate from the gods fettered him, even hard 
bonds and the herdsmen of the wild. But when at length rhc months 
ant! cLiys were being fulfilled, as tl 

and the seasons came round, then did rnigl -* sec him free, 

when he had spoken out all rise orarlrs; and herein was 
of Zeus being accomplished. 

'And I saw Lede, the famous bed-fellow of Tyndarcus, who 
bare 10 T> udareus two sons, hardy of heart, Castor tamer of steeds, 
and Polydcuccs the boxer. These twain >ct live, but the qmcken- 
ing earth is over them; and even in the nether world they hare 
honour a: thr hand :»f Xrus. And tl>ey possess dirir life in turn. 
living one day and dying the next, and they have gotten worship 

as the gods. 

r 1 beheld Iphimcdcia, bed-fellow of Alocus, who 
said that she had Iain with Poseidon, and she bare children 

KOI of life were they, godlike Ouw and far-famed Ephialtes. 
Now these were the taUest men that tsuth, the giaingivtr, ever 
reared, and far the goodliest after the renowned Orion. At oinc 
seasons old ihey were of breadth nine cubits, and nine fathoms in 
height. They it was who threatened to raise even against the im- 
mortals in Olympus rise din of stormy war. They strove to pile Ossa 
on Olympus, and on Ossa Pelion with the trembling forest leaves, 
that there mighc be a pathway to tl <nd they would 

accomplished it, had they reached the full measure of man- 
hood. But the son of Zeus, whom Lctu of the fair locks bare, 

'ftttUmpoB. 
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destroyed the twain, r; iwa had bloomed beneath dieir tern- 

pic*, and darkened their chins with the blossom of youth, 

*And Phaedra and Pro. . and fair Ariadne, the daughter 

of wizard Minos, whom Theseus on a time was bearing from Crete 
to the hill of sacred Athm ! be no joy of her; for 

view hrr ere that in sea-girt Du, by reason of the wit new 

And Maera and Clymene I saw, and hateful Eriphvlc, wit© took 
fine gold for die price of her dear lord's life. But 1 cannot tell or 
name all the wives and daughters of the heroes that 1 saw; ere that, 
ihr immtsrtal niglu would wane. Nay, it is even now time to ilcrp, 
whether I go to the iwif: ship to my company or abide here: and 
for my convoy you and the gods will o i 

So spake he, and dead silence fell on all, and they were spell- 
bound throughout ihe shadowy halls. Then Arete of the white arms 
first spake among them: Thffimrrhflfl what think ynu of this man 
for comeliness and statute, and wiihiti lor wisdom of licirt? Mure- 
over he is my guest, though every one of you hath his share in this 
honour. Wherefore haste not to send him hence, and stmt not these 
your gifts for one that stands in such sore need of tbern; fo: 
have much treasure sored ;n your halls by the grace of the gods.* 

Thrn too sp.ikr among them the ok! man. lord Ecbe 
was an elder amon* the Phacaciar.s: 'Friends, behold, the speech of 
our wise queen is not wide of the mark, nor tar from our deeming. 
so lrcJtkcn ye thereto. But on Akinous here both word and work 
depend' 

Then Alcinout rnafV umwtt, and spake unto him: *Yea> the 
wurd thai she hath spoken shall hold, if indeed I am yet to live and 
bear rule among the Phacacians, masters of the oar. Howbcit let 
the stranger, for all his craving to return, nevertheless endure to 
abide until the morrow, till I make up the full measure of the gift; 
and men shall carr for his convoy, all men, but I in chief, for mine 
• «L' 

Ami Odysseus of many counsels answered him, saying: 'Mv 
lord Akinous, most notable of all the people, if ye bade me tarry 
here even for a year, and would speed ray convoy and gis-c me 
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iplendid gifts, exert thai I would choose; znd better would it be for 
me to corn* with a fuller hand to mine own dear country, jo should 
1 get more love and worship in the eyes of all men, whoso should 
see inc after I wax returned to Ithaca/ 

I Alrinoui answered him. saying: 'Odysxus, in no wife do vre 
deem thee, wc th.it look on thee, to Ik a knave or a cheat* even as 
the dark earth rears many Mich broadcast, i : lies whence 

none can even see his way therein. But beauty crowns thy words, 
and n ' ■ " 'hir; .inri ihy tale, as when a minstrel sings, 

thou hast told I ill. tl*.- v. ; gives and of 

thine own self. But come, declare me this and plainly tell it aiL 
>u tee any of thy godlike company whn went up at the same 
time with thec to Iln- and then met their doom? Behold, the 
night is of great length, unspenkohli M rnr sleep in the 

hall is nut yrt; tell me therefore of thnie wondrous deeds. I could 
abide even till the bright dawn, so long as thou couldst endure to re- 
hearse me these won of thine in the hall.' 

And Odymm of many counsels answered him, saying: 'My 
lord Alrinotis, most notable of all the people, there is a rim* 
many words for sleep. Bui if them art eager still 

to listen, 1 would out Cm my pai io tell thee of other lluni 

more pitiful still, even the woes of my comrades, those that perish) 
afterward, for they had escaped v lives from the dread 

i the Trojans, but perished in returning by the will of ai 
worrun. 

>w when holy Persephone I nd tl 

of the women folk, thereafter came the soul of Agai 
son of Atreus, so* md round him others wen: gathered, the 

ghosts of them who had died with him in the house of Aegiahut and 
met their doom. And he knew me n ty when he had drunk 

the dark blood, yea, and he wept aioud, and shed big teats as he 
stretched forth his hands in his longing to reach me. Bui it rnigh: 
not be* for be had now no steadfast strength nor power at all in 
moving, such as was aforetime in his supple lirnhs. 

'At the sight of Iiim 1 wept and was moved with compassion, 

and uttering my voice, spake to him winged words: "Most re- 

ivrd xxi of Atresia, Agamemnon, king of men, say what dtnm 
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overcame ihee of death dot lay* men at their length? Did Poseidon 
unite tliee in thy shij>.\, niBflg the dolorous blatt of contrary winds, 
or did unfriendly men do thee hurt ujxm the land, whilst thou wen 
cutting off thesr oxen and fair flocks of sheep, or righting to win a 
city and the women thereof?" 

'So spake I, and straightway he answered, and said tmco mt: 
"Son of if (he seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many devices, it 

not Poseidon that smote me in my ships, and raised the dolorous 
blast of contrary winds, nor did unfriendly men do me hurt ujwn 
the land, but Ac. that wrought me death and doom 

ami slew me, with the aid of my accursed wife, as one slays an ox 
at the stall, after he bad bidden me to his house, and entertained me 

least. Evesi so I died by a death moat pitiful, and round Bac 
company likewise were siair. without ceasing, like swine with glitter- 
ing tusks which are slaughtered in the house of a rich and mighty 
man, whether at a wedding banquet or a joint-feast or a rich dan- 
■Jung. Bn now hast thou been at the slaying of many a man, 
i oiiong battle, yet thou wouldst have 
sorrowed the most at this sight, how we by in die hall round the 
mixing bowl and the laden boards, and the Boor ail ran with Wood. 
And most pitiful of all that I heard was the voice of the daughter 
of Priam, of Cassandra, whom hard by me the crafty Clyterancstra 
slew. Tlien I OTOVe to tajse my hands ax I was dying upon rhr 
sword, but to earth they fell. And that shameless one turned her 
back upon me, and had not the heart to draw down my eyelids 
with her Rogers nor to close my mouth. So surely is there nought 
more terrible and shameless than a woman who imagines such evil 
in her heart, even as she Boo pinned a foul deed, fashioning death 
for her wedded lord. Verily I had thought to come burne most 
welcome to my children and my thralls; but she, out of the depth of 
her evil knowledge, hath shod shame on herself and on all woman- 
kind, which shall be for cm, eren on the upri 
"Even so he spake, but I answered him, saying: "Lo now. in 
- tooth, hath Zeus of the far hornr tKSSCfl tvreaked wondrous 
hatred on the seed of Atreus through the counsels of woman from of 

For Helen's sake so many of us perished, and now Uytcmncstra 
hath practised treason against thee, while yet thou wast afar otf." 
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'Even so I spake, and anon he answered me, wyin/ 
fore do thou (00, never henceforth be ao£t even to thy wife, neither 
show her all the counsel that thou k newest, but a part declare and 
L-t jmh be hid. Yet shah not thou, Odysseus, End death at the 
hand of thy wife, for she is very discreet and prudent in all hrr 
the wise Penelope, daughter of leuriuv Verity we left her a bride 
new wed when we went to the war, ant! a child ;\2t at her 
who now, met h inks, sits in the nokl of men, happy in his lot, for 
his dear father shall behold him on his coming, and he shall embr. 
his sire as is meet. Bin as foe my wife, she suffered ox not so 
as to have my fill of gazing on my fai drw mr, 

her lord. And yet another thing will I tell d « lo thou ponder 

it in thy heart. Put thy ship to land in secret, and not openly, on 
the shore of thy dear country; for there is no more faith in woman. 
But come, declare me this and plainly tell it all, if haply ye hear of 
my son as yet living, either, it may be, in Orchomenus ur in sandy 
Pylos,or [KTLruntr 1 ians in w:dr Sparta, for goodly Orescrs 

ci perished on ilic earth.* 

"Even so he spake, but 1 answered him, saying: "Son of Atrcvw, 
wherefore dost thou tgs? Nay 1 know not 

at all, whether he be alive or ! to speak words light as 

wind 

Thus wc twain stood sorrowing, holding sad discourse, while 
the big tears fell bat: and therewithal came the soul of Achilles, 
son of Pcleua, and of Patrodus and of noble Antilcchus and oJ 
who in face and form was goodliest of all X0 the 

noble son of Peleus. And ihe sprit of the son oi s fleet 

oi foot, knew me again, anil making Linen; lpake to me wi 
words: 

* "Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many ' 
nun overbold, what new deed and h I xj de- 

lll thy hear. 5 How d.irst thou come down to the house of 
Hades, where dwdl the senseless dead, the phantoms of men out- 
worn?* 

'So he spake, but 1 answered him: "Achillea* son oi Pcleut 
mightiest far of the Achaean*, 1 am come hither to seek to Tc 
if be may tell rac any counsel, how I may come 111 rugged I 
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For not yet have I come nigh the Achaean land, nor set foot on 
mine own soil, but am still in evil case; while as for thee, Achilles, 
none other than thou wist heretofore the most blessed of men, nor 
shall any be hereafter. For of old, in the days of thy life, we Argivcs 
gate ther ckv bonoui with the gods, and now thou art a n 
IOB here among the dead. Wherefore let not thy death be any 

ioUkcAcJi ! 
'Even so I spoke, and he straightway answered me, and said: 
"Nay, speak not comfortably to me of death, oh great Odysseus. 
Rather would 1 live on ground 1 as the hireling of another, with a 
landless man who liad no great Livelihood, than bear sway among 
all the dead that be departed. But come, tell me tidings of that 
lordly son of mine— -did he fellow to the war to be a leader or not? 
And tell me of noble Peleus, if thou hast heard aught,— is be yet 
held in worship among the Myrmidons, or do they dishonour him 

;i Hellas to Phtliia. fur thai old age binds him hand and f<xn? 
For I am no longer his chitrpion under the sun, so mighty a man 
u oocc i was, when in wide Troy 1 dew the best of the host, and 
succoured the Argives. Ah I could 1 but come for an hour to my 
father's house as then I was so would I m.ike my mi^hi and hands 

idble, to \k hateful to many an onr of those who do him despite 

keep bin from his honour." 
'Even io he spake, bin I answered him, saying: M As for noble 
Peseus, verily 1 have heard nought of him; but concerning thy dear 
xxi NeoptoiemiH, I will tell thee all the truth, according to thy 
word. It was 1 that led him up out of Scyros in my good hollow 
ship, in tlie woke of the goodly-*; reived Achaean*. Now oft as we 

counsel around Troy town, be wis ever the first to speak, and 
word missed the mark; the got I r and I alone surpassed 

him. But whensoever we Achaeans did battle on the plain of Troy, 
he never tarried behind in the throng or the press of men, but ran 
turn hu befan us. 11, . ■ Ming r " bow in ih H migjbl « ; l.iv And n un 
he slew Lis drtad; but 1 could not tell of all or name 

their names, even all the host he slew in suco • Argives; 

but* ah, how he smote with the sword that son of Telephus, the hero 
so Man 'upo* dw ruth.* '^bovr pound.' m wpmd to cW 
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Eurypylus, and many Cetci:i: company were si- 

h;m, by reason of a woman's bri truly was the comritcaT, 

nun that ever 1 saw, next to goodly Mcmnon. And again when wc* 
the best of the Argivts, were about to go down into the hone which 
Kpeu* wrought, ;in<i ft ■• 1 1 .irgeof all was laid on me, both to open 
the door of our good ambush jik! to shin the same, then did i!w 
othei prirxes and counsellors of :' I ..< LOS wijie away lb' 
tad the limbs of each one trembled beneath him, but never once did 
I see thy ions £air face wax pole, nor cUd he wipe the tear* from hu 
checks: but he besought me often to let him go forth from the 
bar**, and kept ham I , wd hit hravy brorvxe-thod 

lpMT| uid Ik wis w( on mischief against the Trojans. But after 
we had sacked the steep city of Priam, be embarked unacuued with 
his share of the spoil, and with a noble prize; be was not smitten 
with the sharp spear, and got no wound in close fight: and many 
such chances there be in war, for Ares rageth cooiusedly. w 

"So I spake, and the spirit of the son nf Aracus, fleet of foot, 
passed with great strides along the mead of asphodel, rejoicing in 
that 1 lud told him of his son's renown. 

'But lo, other spirits of the dead that be departed stood sorrowing, 
and each one asked of those that were dear to them. The soul of 
Aia*. v>n of Trbmon. akm stood apart being still angry in >!>• 
victory wherein I prevailed against him, in the suit by the ships 
coACerning the arms of Achillea, that his lady mother had set for 
a prize; and the suns of the Trojans made award and Pallas Athene. 
Would that I had never prevailed and won luch a prize I So goodly 
a head hath the earth doted over, for the sake of those arms, even 
over Alas, who in beauty and in feats of war vu\ of .1 mould 
all the other Danaans, next to the noble son of Peleus. To him 
then 1 spake > Iflga 

' "Aias, son of noble Tclasnon, so art thou not even in death to 
forget thy wrath againrt me, by reason of those arms accursed* 
wfakfa dM god* %n to he rhr banc nf the Argirrs? What a tower 
of strength fell in thy fall, and wc Achacaos cease not to sorrow for 
thee, even ai for the Wc of Achilles, son of Peieusl Nay, there is 
none other to blame, bat Zeus, who hath borne wondrout hate to 
the army of the Danaan spearsmen, and 'iuntn. 

> Sm LMormim. PmlHw atiiwb* if* 
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Nay, come hither, my lord, that tl*. i iiear my word and my 

speech; master thy wrath and ihv pfOttd If I 

'So 1 spike, but he answered me not a word and passed to 
lui after the other spin:-. . t the dead that be departed Lvcn 
then, despite his anger, would he have spoken to mo or I to ham, 
but my Sean within me was minded to set the spirits o£ those others 
that were departed. 

There then I BW Minos glorious son of Zeus, wielding a golden 
sceptre, giving sentence from his throne to the dead, while they sat 
and stood around the puncc, asking his dooms through the wide- 
gated house of Had 

m I marked [lie mighty Or inn driving the wild 
beasts together over the mead of asphodel, the very beasts that him- 
self had slain on the lonely htlk with a strong mace all of bronze 
in has ha-i la ever unbroken. 

"And I saw TityoSy son of renowned Earth, lying on a levelled 
ground, and he rovrrrd ninr roods a* he lay, and vultures twain 
beset him one on eith* J gnawed at hii li 

fssl caul, but he draTe them not away with his hands. Foe he had 
dealt violently with Leto, the famous bedfellow of Zctis, as she went 
up to Pyiho through the fair lawns of Panopeut, 

ISotwpm I bafarfd T.imahrs in grievous torment, standing in a 
mere and the water came ni*»h unto hu chart. And he stood train- 
ing aa one athirst. but he might not attain to the water to tinnk of 
For often as thai old man stooped down in his eagerness to 
drink, so often the water was swallowed up and it vanished away, 
and the black earth still showed at his feet, for some god parched U 
evermore. Am! tall trrr* flowering died rhr:i rhead, pears 

and pomegranates and apple trees with bright fruit, and sweet 
figs vhereat when that old man reached 

out his hands to clutch them, the wind would toss them to the 
shadowy clouds. 

'Yea and 1 bchek! rrong torment, grasping a moo- 

srrous none with both his hands. He was pn=satng thereat with 
hands and feet, and trying to roll the stone upward toward the brow 
of the hj ! -• was about to hurl it over the top. the weight 

4 **•* « * : "** «rb «r*«t is 57«. hit d»t rftrfWjr ly si'iSv to m , 

fft« V nbn oar tt lbc It*** bio, but to km pfe&eftaai, 
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would drive him tuck, so once again to the plain rolled the stone, 
the shameless thing. And he once more kept heav 
ftlld tnfl mtlM llie while wai puutini; duwu lu\ limbs, and tlsc duv. 
rose upwards iroca his head. 

'And after him 1 descried the mighty Heracles his ph:» 
I say; buc as for himself he hath joy at the banquet among the death- 
less gods, and hath to wife Hehe nl inkle*, child of gi 
Zeuv rod of Hi-. golden HUmUs. And all about him there 
was a clamour of the dead, as it were fowls flying every way in fear, 
and he like black Night, with bow uncased, and shaft upon the 
string, fiercely glancing around, like one in the act to shoot. And 
about his breast was an awful belt, a baldric of gold, whereon won- 
droui hingl were wrought, bears and wild boars and lions with 
flashing eyes, and strit . I titles and slaughters and murders of 
men. Nay, now tlut he hath fashioned this, never another may he 
fashion, whoso stored in his craft tlse device of that belt! And anon 
he knew me when his eyes beheld me, and making lament he spake 
unro me winged words: 

'"Son of Lari doi Zeus, Odysseus of many devices: 

jjV wretched one, don thou too lead such a life of oil oV 
endured besscath the ra>s of the sun? I was the son of Zeus 
Cronion, yet had 1 trouble beyond measure, for 1 was subdued 
a man far worse than I. And he enjoined on me hard 
•t, yea md i bm hither to bring back 

il:> bound of hell; fur he devised nu harder task fur mc tlun this. 
1 1 lied die bound and brought him forth from out of the house 
of Hades; and Hermes sped mc on my way and the grey-eyed 

"Therewith he departed again into the house o : Hades, bur I 
abode then? still, if perchance some or '*ro folk betides 

might come, who died in old time. Yea and I should have seen 
men of old, whom I wai fain to look c ms, 

renowned children of the gods. Buc ere tlut mi«ht be the myriad 
tnhes of the dead thronged up together .ndruut clam- 

and pale fear gat hold of me, lett the high goddrn Perscfih 
should send me the head of the Gorgon, that dread moos 
out of Hades- 
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'Straightway then I went to the ship, and bade my men mount 
the vessel, and loose the hawsers. So speedily they went on board, 
and sat upon the benches. And the wave of the flood bore the 
barque down the stream of Oceanus, we rowing first, and afterwards 
the fair wind was our convoy. 
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Odysseus, liis panagc b-. I by Scylla and Chorybdii. The 
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U\V after the ship had left the stream of the nver Occ 

ie to the WftVS of the L, and the ill© 

iran, whrrr is the dwelling place of early Dawn and 

liex dancing grounds, and the land of stnrising. l coming 

\cr we beached the ship in the sand, and ourselvea loo stcpt 

ashore on the sea beach. There we fell on sound shop and awaited 

the bright Dawn, 

'So icon at early Dawn shone forth, the rosy-fingered, I sent forth 
my fellows to the bmiv nf CSrC* 10 frich the lnnly eif tlir dead 

' | •. . 
him, where the furthest headland run* out into tl ding 

. But when the dead man was burned -nd the arms of the 
dead, we piled a barrow and dragged up -hereon a pillar, and on 
the topmost mound we set the shapen oar. 

I all itui ia*k we fmiibed, and our coming from out of Hade* 
was not unknown to Grcc, but she arrayed herself and iptedily drew 
nigh, and her handmaids with bet bare flesh and bread in plenty 
and dark red wine. And die fair goddess stood in the midst and 
spoke in our earsy saying: 

"Men ovrrlxsld, who have gone alive into the house, of Hades, 
to know death twice, while all men else die once for all. Nay come, 
eat ye meat and drink wine here all day long; and with the brca 
of the day ye shall set sail, and myself I will show you the path and 
declare t : tlut ye may nK suflrr pain or hurt through any 

grievous iHon by sea or on the land." 

'So spake she, tod QUI loidly souls consented thereto. Thus for 

time we sat the livelong day, until the going down of the sun* 

feasting on abundant flesh and on frweet wine. Now when 
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sun tank and darkness came on. my company laid them to rest by 
the hawsers of the ship. Then she took me by the hand and led rnr 
apart from my dear company, and made me to tit down and laid 
herself at my feet, and asked all my tale. And I told her all in order 
duly. Tlicu a: the but the bd) CSroa vpake unto me, saying: 

* "Even au, now all time things have jn end; do thou then hearken 
even as I tell thec, and the god himself shall bring it bade to thy 
mind. To the Sirens firs: shait thou cornc, who bewitch all men, 
whosoever shall come to them. Whoso draw* nigh them unwit- 
!y and l*rars dse sound of the Sirens* voiot, never doth lie see 
wife or babes sand by him or. his return, nor have they joy at his 
coming; but the Siren* enchant him with their clear song, sitting in 
the meadow, and all about is a great heap of bones of men, cor- 
rupt in death, and round the bones the skin is wasting. But do thou 
drive thy ship past, and knead honey-sweet wax, and anoint there- 
with the ejis of dry mmpany, lot any of the re* heir the song; but 
if thou thyself an minded to hear, let them hind thee in the swift 
ship hand and foot, upright in the mast-stead, and from the max 
let rope-ends be tied, that with delight thou mayest hear the voice 
of the Sirens. Am! :f thou shah beseech thy company am! bid :bem 
to Uxwe thrr, then Wt them binrl trier with yrt mom bonds. Bur 
when thy friends have driven thy ship past these, I will not tell 
thee fully which path shall thenceforth be thine, but do thou thy- 
self consider it, and I will speak to thec of either was ./On the one 
side there are beetling rocks, and against them the great wave roars 
of dark-eyed Amphitrite. Tlsese, ye must know, are they the blessed 
goda call the Rocks Wandering. By this way even winged things 
never puss, nay, not even the cowering doves that bear ambrosia 
to Father Zeus, but the sheer rock evermore takes away one escn 
of these, and the Father sends in another to make up the talc. 
Thereby no ship of men ever escapes that cornea thither, but the 
planks of ships and the bodies of men confusexily are tossed by the 
waves of the sea and the storms of ruinous fire. One ship only of 
oil that tare by sea hath passed that way, even Argo, that is i> 
men's minds, on her voyage from Aeetes, And even her the wave 
would lightly have cast there upoa the mighty rocks, but Hera sent 
her by for love of Jason. 
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* "On ibe other pn are two roefca, thereof tlte one reaches with 

ih;irp peak to the wide heaven, and a <lark cloud encompasses if; 

never streams away, and (here it no dear air about the peak 

neither in summer nor in harvest tide. No mortal man may scale 

r set foot thereon, not though he had twenty hands and 
For the rock is smooth, and sheer, as it were polished. And in the 
mW 1 »l 10 EnblUb towards tl>e place 

of darkness, whereby ye shall even steer your hoBow ship, noble 
Odysseus. Not with an ifltJW from a bow might a nvi 
strength reach from his hollow ship into that deep cave. And therein 
dwelleth Seylla, yelping terribly. Her voice indeed is no greater than 
the VOkB of a new-born whelp, but a dreadful monster is she, nor 
would jny k»k on her gladly, not if it were a god that met her. 
Verily she hath twelve feet all dangling down; and ax necks ex- 
ceeding long, and on each a hideous head, and tl tvoc row* 
of teeth set thick and clow, full of bbek death. Up to her middlo 
is she sunk far down in the hollow cave, but forth die holds her 
beads from the dreadful gulf, and there she (tabes* sweeping round 
the ruck, for dulpfiius or sea-dogs, or wliatv; greater beast she nuy 
anywhere take, whereof the deep-voicetl Am] --ds countless 
Socks. Thereby no sailors boost that they have fled scatheless ever 
1 their ship, for with each head she carries off a man, whom she 
'nil from oul tlsr <!ark-prowcd ship. 

'"Hut that i'ili-r 1 h:T, Odysseus, thou shah note, lying lown 
by the first: thou couldest send an arrow across. And thereon is a 
great fcg tree growing, in fullest leaf, and beneath it mighty Charyb- 
dis sucks down black watc c a day she spouts it forth, and 

thrice a day she sucks ii down in terrible wise. Never mayest thou 
be thcie when site sucks the water, for nooc iljen 

from thy bane, not even the Earth-Shaker! Out lake heed and 
swiftly drawing nigh to Seylla'* rock drive the ship past, since of a 
trudi it is far better to mourn six of thy company in the ship, than 
all in the selfsame hour." 

■So spake she, hut 1 answerer!, and said unto hrr: "Come I pray 
thee herein, goddess, tell it . means 

1 might escape from the deadly Charytht -cage roc cm thai 

other, when she would prey upon my cornf 
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'So spake I, and that fair goddess answered me: "Man overbold, 
lo, now again the deed* of war are in thy mind and the travail 
thereof. Wik thou not yield thee even to the deathless gods? As 
for her, she is no mortal, but an immortal plague, dread, grievous, 
and fierce, and nor to be fought with; and against licr there is tut 
deface; flight is rhc brave**, wx r \ For if thou 1 do on thii 

armour by the cliff, I fear lest once again she sally forth ano 
at thee with so many heads, and seize as many men as before. 

put with all thy force, and call on Cratais, mo r 
Scyllj, which bore her for a bane to mortals. And she will then let 
her fiutn darting furth thereat cu. 

"Then thou shak come unto the isle Thrinada; there are 
many kine of Helios and his brave flocks feeding, seven herds 
tunc and as many goodly Bocks of sheep, and fifty in each flocl 
They have no part in birth or in corruption, and diere are 
to shepherd tlurra, nymphs with fair tresses, Phaelhusa and I-amtwtu 
whom bright Neam birc to ilclios Hyperion. Now when the lad] 
their mother had borne and nursed them, she carried them to the 
isle Thrinada to dwell afar, that they should guard their father*] 
Socks and his kine with shambling gate. If thou doest these no bun, 
being heedful of thy ily ye may • teach Id' 

albeit in evil cm. Out if thou hurlest them, I foicshuw rain for 
thy ship and for thy men, and even though thou ahouldcg thyself 
escape, bte shait thou return in evil plight with the Iocs of ail thy 
company." 

'So spake she, and anon came the golden-dironed Dawn. Then 
the fair goddess took Iter way up the island. But I departed to my 
ship and roused my men themselves to mount the vessel and loose 
the hawsers. And speedily they went aboard and sat upon 
benches, ote the grey sea water with 

cars. And in the wake of our dark-prowed ship she sent a favour.! 
wind that filled the sails, a kindly escort,— even Circe of the 
tresses, a dread goddess of hunuo speech. And straightway we kI 
in order die gear throughout the ship and sat us down, and the 
wind And the helmsman guided our barque. 

Then 1 spake among my company with a heavy bean: "Friends, 
forasmuch as it is tsu well that one or two alone should know of 
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the oracles that Circe, the fair goddrv., spaka unto roc, therefore 
will I .I.. lie than, tint with lotcknowiedge wc may die, or haply 
shunning death and destiny escape. Ftr« si* bade us avoid the 
sound of die voice of the wocdrous Siunt, and their field of flowers, 
and me only she bade listen to their voice*. So bind ye me in a hard 
bond, that 1 may abide unn in the mast- 

«ea*l and from (he mart let ropc-cri i ! I I beseech and 

•xHi to set mc free, then do yc st: more bon- 

LU I rehearsed these things one and all, and declared tbcm to 
m> company. Meanwhile our good ship quickly came to the island 
of the Sirens twain, for a gentle breere *ped her on her way. Then 
straightway the wind ceased, ami In, (here was a windless calm, and 
aoroe god lulled the waves. Then my company rose up jnd drew in 
the ship's sails, and stowed them in the held of the ship, while they 
sat at the oars and whuened the water with their polished p 
bbdes. But 1 with my sharp sword deft in pieces a great circle of 
wax, and with my strong IviruU knucbd it And «x>n the wax 
w warm. I i trained it, and the beam 

of the lord Helios, son of Hyperion. tttttod therewith 

ears of all my men in their order, and in tr> . bound 

hand and foot upright in tl>e matt-tte* bt mart they 

fastened rope-ends and themselves sat down, and smote the grey sea 
water with tfa 1 (In: \hip iris within (1m; 

a man's ha land, we fleeing swiftly on our way, the 

Sirens espied the iwi6 riup speeding toward (hem, and they raised 
.leuMoned song: 

"Hit lie r, come hither, renowned Odysseus, great glory d 
Achaean i, here flay thy barque, dut thou mayest liurn to thr m 
uf iii twain. For none hath ever driven by in his black 

bath heard from our lips the voice sweet as the hooey - 
comb, and hath had joy thereof and gone on his way the wiser. 
For io, wo know all things, all the travail that in wide Tioy4and 
rhc Argivet and TmjantKi rods* designs, yea, and we know 

all that shall hereafter be upon dx fruitful rank" 

"So spake they uttering a sweet voice, and my heart was fain to 
listen, and 1 bade ray company unbind me, nodding oc thern I 
a frown, but they bent to their oars and rowed on. Then straight 
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uprose Fenmetiei and Eurylochus and bound toe with more 
and straitened me yet the more. Now wbca we had drivan 
them, nor heard we any longer the sound of tbc Sirens or ihi 
wng, forthwith my dear company took away the wax wherewith 
I had an .:rs and Innsml mr from my Ixxidi. 

so soon as wc left that isle, thereafter presently I saw smoke 
and a great wave, and heard the tea roaring. Then fa: 
the oars flew from their hands, and down the stream they 
splashed, and the ship was bolden there, for my company no 
plied with their hands the tapering oar*. But 1 paced the ship aiui 
cheered DO rny men, a* I stixid by each one and spake smooth 

'Trends* forasmuch as in sorrow we arc not .-11 unlearned, truly 
r woe (hat u upon us, 1 than when the Cyclops 
us by main might m his hollow cave; yet even thence we made 
cape by my maniulness, cwn by my counsel and my wit, and 
day 1 think thar this adventure too we shall remember. (Vimr now, 
therefore, let us all give ear to do according to my word. D 
smite the deep surf of the sea with your oars, as ye sat on the benches, 
if peradventure Zeus may grant us to escape from and shun this 
death. And as for thee, helmsman, thus 1 charge thee, and ponder 
1 thine heart seeing that thou wicldest the helm of the hollow 
ship. Keep the ship well away fmm rhit smoke and from (he ware 
and hug tbc rocks, leu tin ship, ere thou art aware, start from ber 
course to the other side, and so thou hurl us into ruin," 

'So 1 spake, and qoickly they hearkened to my words. But of 
Scylla I told them nothing more, a banc non> dad with, tor. 

haply my company should cease from 1 ir, and hide 

them in the hold. In that same how I suiTercd rnyscli 10 forget the 
hard behest of Circe, in that she bade me in nowise be armed; buc 
I did tin my glorious harness and caught up two lonjj Lances in my 
hands, and went on to the decking of the prow, ior thence mctho : 
that Scyfla of the rock would first he seen, who was to bring WTie 
on my company. Yet could I not spy her anywtVri\ and my 
waxed weary for gazing ail about toward the darkness of the rock. 

'Next we began to sail up the narrow strait lamenting. For 00 
the one hand by Scylla, and un the other mighty Ch-r>b<Lt to ter- 

>*»4ioc 4W. mCv*** La Rodu. 
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riblc wise sucked down the salt sea water. As often as she belched 

■ Idron on a great fire lb cetbc up 

all her troubled deeps and overhead the Ipr 
either cliff. But oft as she gulped down the tracer, whl 

die vru all plain Bo wt through hci troubled deeps, and the n 
around roared horribly Uld beneath tixc earth was maiufcst m 
with sand, and paJc fear gut hold on my men. Tow.' ken, 

we looked {taring destruction; but Scylla meanwhile rorn 

(tut rny hollow ship ux of my company, the h if their lunds 

and the chief in might. And looking into thr? swift ship to find my 
men, even then I marked their feet and hands as they were lifted 
ugh, and they cried aloud in their agony, and called mc by my 
name for thai last time of u when a fisher on some head- 

land lets down with a long rod his baits for a snare to the little 
fishes below, casting into the deep the horn of an ox of the home- 
stud, and as he catches each 1 We, so I 
were they borne upward to the clilf. And there she devoured them 
shrKkir-K in her got they %t retching forth their hands to me in 
the dread deaths tad the mos* pitiful thing 
mine eyes hare seen o: all my r : out th* paths of 
thr sea. 

'Now when wc had escaped the Rocks and dread Chaiylx'< 
Scylb, thereafter wc soon came to the fair island of the go- < 

i ne, broad of brow, natty brave Socks 

Helios Hyperion. Then while as yet 1 was :n my black ship 0| 
the deep, I heard the lowing of the cattle l»riiig stalled and tl 
ing of the sheep, and oa my mind there fell tlie- i 

-, and of Circe of Aia, who charged mc very 
■truiily to shun the isle of Helios, the gladJcnet of the wot Id. Then 
I spake out among my company in sorrow of heart: 

• N Hear my WO lut I may de- 

dal' Icsof Tcirrsiasaiu: ,ery 

ihun thl leliofS, lite gladdrner of the 

WOfkL i 01 there she said the most dreadful mischief would befall 
yv then the black ship beyond and past tl 

'So spake I, and ihrir heart was brol I thenx And Eury- 

way answered me sadly, uying: 
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"H. rdy an thou, Odysseus, of might beyond measure, and thy 

limbs arc never wc v thou .in fashioned all of iron, that 

suffered not thy fellows, foredonc with tod and drowsiness, to set 

foot on shore, whet* we might presently prepare us 2 good supper 

dllftd. But even as we are ibon hid<l>« in fart blindly 

!i the sudden night, and from the isle go wandering •• 

misty deep. And strung winds, the banc of ships, are born of the 

night. How could a man escape from inter doom, if there chanced 

to come a sudden blast of the South Wind, or of the boisterous 

West, which mainly wreck ships, beyond the will of the gods, the 

Howbeit Cor this pfOBOt let us yield to the black night, 

jnd we will rukc ready our supper abiding by the swift ship, and in 

the morning wc will climb on board, and put out into the broad 

deep." 

"So spake Eurylochus, and the rest of my company consented 
thereto. Then ac the last I knew thai some god was indeed imagin- 
ing evil, and I uttered my voice ;ind spake unto him winged weirds: 

1 "Eurylochus verily yc put force upon me, being but one among 
you all. But come, swear me now a mighty oath, one and all, to the 
intent thai if wc light on a herd of Icinc or a great llock of sheep, 
none in the evil folly of his heart may slay any sheep or ox; but in 
quiet ear ye the meat which the deathless Circe g 

'So I spake, and tfraighj | swore to refrain .»s 1 commanded 

them. Now after they had sworn and done that oath, we stayed our 
weiJ tWikled ship in the hollow harbour near to a well of sweet 
water, and my company went forth from out the ship and deftly got 
ready supper. But when they had put from them the desire of meat 
and drink, thereafter ihey Cell a weepifl upon their 

dear companions whom Scylla had snatched from out the hollow 
ship and so devoured. And deep sleep came upon them amid their 
weeping. And when it was tl t, and the 

stars had crossed the zenith, Zeus the cloud-gatherer roused 1 
them wondrous tempest, ded in 

clouds •. jnd from heaven sped down the night. 

Now when early Dawn ibcMM njieml. wc beached 

the ship, and dragged it up within a hollow cave, where were the 
fair dancing grounds of the nymphs and the places of their session. 
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Thereupon I ordered a gathering of my men and spake in their 
midst, saying: 

".ends, fufasrnudi as (here is yet meat and sir ink in the swift 
ship, let us keep our hands off those kin*, lest some evil thing befall 
us. For these arc the kr.c ;.nd the brave flocks of a dread £od, even 
of Helios, who overseeth all and overhearcth all thn 

'So I spake, and thetl lordly spirit hearkened thereto. Then for 
a whole month the South Wind blew without ceasing, and no other 
wind arose, save only the East and the Soi 

m so long as my company still had corn and red wine, they 
trained them from the kine, for they wen Life. But when 

the corn was now all spent from out the <h P- and they wen! wan 
dcring with barbed hooks in quest of game- a« need* they must, fishes 
and h>wU whatsoever might come to thetl I hunger gnawed 

at their belly, then at lav I departed up the bl* thai I might pray tt> 
the gods, if perchance some one of them n iW me a way of 

returning. And now when I had avoided my o 
through the island, I laved my hands where was a shelter from the 
win:!, and prayed to all the gods that hold Olu d they shed 

sweet :lids. And Eurylochus the while set forth 

an evil counsel 10 m> COtmi I 

Hear my words, rny friends, though ye be in evil case. 
every shape of death is hateful to wretched mortals, but to die of 
hunger and so meet doom is most pitiful of all. Nay come, w 
drive off the best of the lane of Helios nnd will do sacrifice to the 
deathless #hU who keep wide heaven. And if we may ye: 
Ithaca, our own country, forthwith will we rear a rich sht 

on, and therein would we set m ikc olfen 

he somewhat wroth for his cattle with straight rv 
it fain to wreck our ship, and the other gods follow I 

■ dp at the wave w llfeawt] Jowly 

straitened to death in a desert hie." 

'So spake Eurylochus, and the rest of the company consented 
thereto. I the best ei th irutha 

were nigh at hand, for the h I shambling gait and brood o 

hrow were feeding no great way from thr ibrk-prowed ship. Th 
they stood around the rarxlr -ed to the gods, pluckl 
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fresh leave* (mm an oak of lofty boughs, for they had no white 
barky on board the decked ship. Now after they had prayed mod 
cur the throats of the kme and flayed thorn, they cut out slices of 
the thighs and wrapped then in the fat, making a double fold, and 
thereoo they laid raw flesh. Yet had they no pure wine 10 pour over 
the naming sacrifices, but they nude libation with vrjier and routed 
the entrails over the fire. Now .tier the thighs were quite consumed 
and they had tasted the inner pans, they cut the rest up sauli and 
(pitted it on spits. In the same hour deep sleep sped from my eye- 
lids and I sallied forth to the swift ship and the sea-banks. But on 
my way as 1 drew near to the curved ship, the sweet savour of the 
Lit came all about me; and I groaned and spake out before ihc 
deathless gods: 

' "Father Zeus, and all ye other blessed gods that live for ever, 
verily to rny undoing yc have lulled roe with a ruthless sleep, and 
•mpany abiding behind luve imagined a monstrous deed.** 

'Then swiftly tr> Hrlins Hyperion came Lampetie of the long 
robes, with the tidings that we had slain his kinc. And straight he 
spake with angry heart amid the Immortals: 

' "Father Zeus, and all ye other blessed gods that live for ever, 
take vengeance 1 pray you on the company of Odysseus, son of 
Laertes, that have insolently stun my cattle, wherein I was wool 
tis he glad as 1 svent toward die starry heaven, and when I again 
turned earthward from the nrmamen;. And if they pay me not 
atonement for the cattle, 1 will go down to Hades arid shine among 

'And Zcut the cloud-gatherer answered him, saying: "i 
do thou, u? on amidst the deathless gods, and amid mortal 

men ujwu the earth, the grain-giver. But as for me, 1 will soon 
smite their swift ship with my white bolt, and cleave it in pieces in 
the midst of the wine-dark dec; 

1 heard from Calypso of the fair hair; and she said that she 
herself had heard it from Hermes the Messcm 

'But when ! had crime down to the ship and 10 the sea, I svent up 
rn my companions and rebuked them one by one; but wc could find 
no remedy, the cattle were dead and gone. And soon thereafter 
showed forth signs and wonders to my company. The tkins 
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were creeping, and the flesh bellowing upon the spits, both the 
roast and raw. and there wai a sound as the voice of \ 

Then :nr hi days HJJ dear company feasted on the b 
kinc of Helios, which they had driven off. But when Zeus, son of 
Cronos, had added the levemh day thereto, thereafter the wind 
ceased to Wow wiih a rushing storm, and at once wc climbed the ship 
lunched into the brood deep, when we had set up the matt 
and hoisted (he wr 

'But now when we hi nor any other land appean 

*ky and sea only, even then the son of Cronos stayed a dark 
above the hollow ship, and beneath it the deep darkened. And the 
ship ran an her way for no long while, for of a sudden CUM (he 
shrilling West, with the rushing of a great tempest, and the blast of 
wind wia p[ M ^ i'k* two foresuysof the mast, and the mast fell back- 
ward and A\ the gear dropped into the bilge. And behold, oo the 
hind pun of the ship the mast struck the head of the pilot and brake 
aU the bones of his iktlU together, and like a diver he dropped down 
from the deck, and rm brave spirit left his bones. In that sarr. 
Ztttg tnundrrcd and cast his bolt upon the ship, and she re*. 
over being stricken by die boll of Zeus, and was filled with sulphur 
and lo» my company fell from out the vend. like sea-gulls t 
were borne round the black llup upon the billows, and the g 
reft them of returning. 

But I kept pacing through my ship, till the surge loosened the 
skies from the keel, and the wave swept her along strip* i 
ling, and brake In raul clean at? at the keel. Now i! 
fashioned of in oxhide hid been Dung thereon; therewith 1 lashed 
together both keel and mast, and sitting thereon 1 was borne by 
the ruinous winds. 

"Then verily the West Wind ceased to blow with a rushing 
storm, and swiftly withal the South V. bringing sorrow to 

my soul, that m I might again measure back that space of sea, the 
way to deadly Charybdis. All the night was I borne, but with the 
rising of the sun I came to the rock of Scylla, and to dread Charybdis. 
Now she had sucked down her salt sea water, when I was swung 
upon high to d I clung Eke i bai, am' 

find no sure rest fur my feet nor place to st ihe roots spread 
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far below and the branches hung aloft out of reach, long and large, 
and ovorsrudowed Charybdis. Steadfast I dung till she should tpew 
forth mast and keel again; and bee they came to my desire. At ihe 
hour when a man rises up fium the assembly and gues to supper, 
ooe who judges the many quarrels of the young men that seek to 
him tor law, at that same hour those umbers came forth to view 
from out Charybdis. And 1 let myself drop down hands and feet, 
rod plunged heavily in the midst of the waters beyond the long um- 
bers, and sitting on these I rowed hard with my han-.U Elut the 
father of gods and of men utfered me no more to behold Scylla, 
elae 1 should never have escaped from utter doom. 

'Thence for nine days was I borne, and on the tenth night the 
gods brought me nigh to the isle of Ogygia, where dwells Calypso 
braided tresses, an awful goddess of mortal speech, who took 
DM in and entreated me kindly. But why rehearse all this tale? For 
even yesterday I told it to thec and to thy noble wife in thy house; 
and it hketh mc not twice to cell a plain-told talc* 



BOOK XIII 

Odysseus, sleeping, is set asboi* at Ithaca by the Phjt-aoam. and wak- 
ing knows il roc. Rlfla*, in (he dorm of a shepherd, help* to hide 
treasure. The ship (hit coaTCfcd bun :> turned into* n ' >dyi 

by Pal'at it instructed what 10 do, and (ran- 00 aa old 

man. 

SO spake he, and dead silence (ell on all. and they were spell- 
bound throughout the shadowy halls, "lhercupon Akinous 
answered him, and spake, saying: 
'Odysseus, now that thou hast come to my high house with floor 
of bmnw, iv U thou be driven from thy way ere 

thou returuest, though thou lust been aore afflicted , Ami (or each 
man among you, that in these hall* o£ mine drink evermore the 
dark wine of the elders, and hearken to the mtnstn my 

word and command. Garments for the stranger are already laid uj 
olisixd rafter, with gold curiously wrought, and all other sucl 
- or" the Phaeaciant baft hither. Come 
let us each of ui give him a great tripod and a cauldron, .ind we 
turn will gather goods among the people and get us recompense; 
I were hard that one man should give without ntpayoiv 
So spoke Akinous, and the sj -ed them I en 

went each one to his house ' i so soon 

MUM fotth. tit io\y-fingere\L I key hasted tu the shi| 
and bare the bronze, the joy of men. And the i . Id .;>: -VJcii 

him <elf went about the ship . I nved the gifts b< 

I Debet, that they mi under any of the crew in tl. 

ing, when rhcy laboured at their oars. Then thry bet. 

UM "I \ lei nous and fell to feasting. Ami the mighty kil 
Akinous sacrificed before them an ox to Zeus, the too of Cronos, 
that dwells in (lie dark clouds, who is lord of all. And when they 
had burnt the pieces of and 

made merry, and among them harped the divine minstrel Detnockv 
etss, whom the people honoured. But Odysseus would ever l 
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head toward the splendour of the sun, as one fain to hasten his 
xtting : be verily hr was most eager co return. Ami as when a nun 
longs for bis supper, for whom all day long two dark oxen drag 
through the fallow field the jointed plough, yea and welcome to 
such an one the sunlight anketh, that so he may get htm to supper, 
for hit kneet wax faint by the way, even $0 welcome wj 
ing of the inllghl to Odvxwuv. Then hi spake 

Phaeacians, master* of the oar, and to Atctnout in made 

known his word, saying: 

ord Akinous, most notable of all the people, pour ye the 
dnnk offering, and send me safe upon my way, and as foi 
m wrll hnr now have I ail that my heart desired, an • 
loving gifts- May the gods of heaven give me good fortune with 
then, and may 1 lutJ my noble wife in my home with my f. 
unharmed, while ye, for your part, abide here and nuke glad 
wedded wives and children; and may the gods vouchsafe all mam 
of good, and may no evil corne nigh the people!' 

So ipakc he, and tbey all consented thereto and hade send the 

stranger on his ujv, in ihit he had spoken aright. Then the mighty 

Aid nous spake to tiie henchman: 'Pontonous, mix the bowl and 

ou' all in the hall, that we may pray to Father 

Zaut, and send the stranger on ha way to bis own conn 

api' d Pontonous mixed the l»ney-hearted wine, and 

it to all i is turn. And they poured forth Iwforr thi* hlrurd 
gods that keep wide heaven, even there as they sat. Then goodly 
Odysseus uprose, and placed in Aretc's hand the two-handled cup, 
and uttering h ike to her winged words: 

thee well, O queen, all the '1 old age come 

and (1. ill mankind. But I go hnmrward, and do thou 

thy house rejoice in thy children and thy people and Al< 
the king.* 

Iherewsth goodly Odysseus stcpt o*tr the threshold. Atxi 
rum trie mighty Akinous tent forth a henchman 10 guide him to the 
nd the sea-banks. And Arete sent in his train certain 
maidens ut iter housefiutd, oue bt reah rube and a doublet, 

and another the joined to them to carry the strong cotter, and vn 
another bare bread and red wine. Now when they had come down 
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to the ship and to tl : r. tight way the good men of the escort 

took these things and laid them by in the holiow ship, even jJI the 
meal and drink. Then they strewed for Odysseus a rug arid a sheet 
fif linen, on the decks of tht hollow ship, in the hinder part thereof, 
that he might sleep sound. Then he too climbed aboard and hid 
him down in silence, while they sat upon ihe benches, every I 
order, and nab !uv.-srr frcim the pi I Eonc So soon as 

they Ic wards and tossed the sea water with the oar blade, a 

deep sleep fell upon his eyelids, a sound sleep, very sweet, and next 
akin to death. And even as on a plain a yoke of four stallions comes 
springing all together beneath ihe lad j**dily 

[ilishing the way, to leaped the stem of that ship, and tlie dark 
waves of the sounding sea rushed mightily in the wake, and she ran 
c%cr surely on her way, nor could a circling hawk keep pace with 
her, o thing! the swiftest. Even thus she lightly sped and 

cleft the waves of Use sea, bearing a man whose counsel sv is as the 
counsel nf thr gods, onr* that rrewhile had suffered much sorrow 
i passing through the wars of men, and thr grievous wa 
but for that time he slept in peace, forgetful of all that he had 
fcred 
So when the star came up, that is brightest of all, and goes ever 
rtg the light of early Dawn, even then did th. 
ugh the island. There Is in the land of Ithaca haven 

of Phorcys, uV <>ne of the sea, and thereby arc two 

lands of sheer cliff, which slope to the sea on the haven's side and 
break the mighty wave that ill wind* roll n. the 

decked ships ride unmoored when once they have reached die pi 
of anchorage. Now at ihr harbour's hejd is a long'teav. 
and hard by is a pleasant cave and shadowy, sacred to the 

led the Naiads. And therein arc mixing bowls and 
of stone, and there moreover do bees hive. And there are great 
of stone, whereon the nymphs weave raiment of purpk n 
veJ to behold, and therein are wai 
there are to the ca> I irrrhy 

men may go down, but the portals toward the : rather 

to the gods, whereby men may not is the way of the 

Umnonals. 



(lie 

3 















THE ODYSSEY 1 77 

Thither tlsey, as having knowledge of chat place, lex drive their 
ship; and now the vessel ir. full course ran ashore, half her keel's 
length high; so well was she sped by the hands of the oarsmen. 
Then they alighted from the benched ship upon the land, and first 
they lifted Odysseus from out the hollow ship, all as he was in the 
sheet Of linen am! tlw bright rug, and laid him yet heavy with 
slumber on the sand. And they look forth the goods which the lordly 
Phacacians had given him on his homeward way by grace of the 
great-hearted Atl im These they set in a heap by the trunk of the 
olive tree, a little aside from the road, lest some wayfaring man, 
before Odysseus awakened, should come and spoil them. Then 
themselves departed homeward again. But the shaker of the earth 
for gat not th< wherewith at the first he had threatened god- 

like Odysseus, and he inquired into the counsel of Zeus, saying: 

"Father Zeus, I for one shall no longer be of worship among the 
deathless gods, when mortal men hold me in no regard, even 
Phacacians, who moreover are of mine own lineage. Lo, now I said 
that after much aiRiction Odysseus should come home, for 1 had no 
mind to rob htm utterly of his return, when once thou hadst prom- 
ised it and given assent; but behold, in his sleep they have borne 
him in a swi: iba sea, and srt him down in Ithaca, and 

n him gj :-, bronze awl g<i WtJ and 

woven raiment, mixh store, such as never would Odysseus have 
won for hirnscif out of Troy; yea, though he had returned unhurt 
h the share of the spoil that fell 10 him,' 

And Zeus, the cloud gatherer, answered him saying: 'Lo now. 
shaker vi the earth, of widest power, what a word hast thou spoken 1 
The gods nowise dislsonoui thee; bard would U be to assail with 
dishonour our eldest and our beat. But if any man, giving place to 
his own hardihood and strength, holds thee not in worship, thou 
hy revenge for the same, even in the time to come. 
Do thou as thou wilt, and as terms thai good.* 

Then Po«*doo, shaker of the eanh, answered him: "Straightway 

would I do r\cn as thou saves!, O god of the dark clouds; but thy 

wrath 1 i awe and avoid. Howbeit, now <uld 

smite a t Phaeadans, as she comes home from a i 

on the misty deep, that thereby they may learn to hold their 
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hands, and cease from giving escort to men ;and 1 would ov ; 
their city with ■ K rcjt rt ' 

And Zeus, the gatherer of the clouds answered him, v 
Tnend, learn now what «cm$ be* in my sigh*- At an hour when 
'nil; bm jU looking forth from the city at the ship upon her 
wa\ r into a srone hard by the land; a uone In the hkenew 

of a swift ship, that all mankind may marvel, and do thou 
shad ■ it) with a great mountain.' 

Now wbeo Poseidon, shaker of the earth, heard thii 
went 011 his way to Schcria, where the Phac 

Ic awhile; and !o, she drew near, the seafaring ship, li| 
upon her way. Thon nigh her eamr ilw *hakrr of * 

and rooted her far below w J the 
down-stroke of his hand; and he departed thence again. 

TbtO ooc to the other they spake winged words, the Ptueaeians 
of the long oars* mariners renowned. And thus would they speal 
r.g each man to his neighbour: 

' \\\ me! WlKi r fettcrrtl our \w : Icrp at the 

dravc homewards? F.scn now ihc uood full in sight." 

Eves so they would speak; but they knew cot bow these tilings 
were ordained. And Alcinous made harangue and spake among 
them: 

now, in very truth the .worrit oracles r,( my f.ither have come 

IB II' '- B itft Poscidmi was ji-.ilnm [v! 

■\e give safe escort to ail men. 1 1 at the day wu 

come when the god would unite a fair *l 

came home from a convoy on the misty deep, and overshadow our 
city with a great mountain. Thus that ancient en* would speak: 
! tlvv* thingi ik/w luvc an cihI. Bute* -ivr 

ear and do according to my word. Cexv ye from the convoy of 
mortals, whensoever any shall come unto our town, ami lr; 
sacrifice to Posesdon twelve choice hulls if perchance ho may take 
neither overshadow OH l th a Rrcat moi 

So spake he, md they wwo dismayed and got ready the 
Thus were they praying to ilwr lord Poseidon, dsr princes and 
icUors of the land of the Phaca: icy stood about the ali 

Even tben the goodly Odysseus awoke where he slept or 
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I; nor knew he the same again, hiving nuw been long afar, for 
around him the roddcss had shed I mist, even Pallas Athene, 
daughter of Zeus, to the end th ;lu make him undiscovered 

for that he was, and a ouftd to him all dungs, that 10 

wife should not know him neither hi* townsmen and kin* 
the wooers had paid for all their transgressions. Wherefore each 
thins; showed strange to the lord of the land, the long paths and the 
sheltering havens and the steep rocks and the trees in their bloom. 
So he started up, and stood and looked upon his native land, and 
rlvn he made moan withal, and smote 00 both his thighs with the 
down-stroke of his hands, and making lament, he sixike, saying: 

'Oh. woe is me, unto what mortals' land am I now come? Say, 
are they toward, and wild, and unjust, or hospitable and of a god- 
fearing mind? Whither do I bear all this treasure? Yen, where am 
1 wandering myself? Oh that the treasure had remained with the 
Phaeaaans where i: was, so had I asme to some other of rhe mighty 
princes, who would haw entreated me kindly and sent me on my 
way. But now I know not where to bestow these things, nor yet will 
I leave them here behind, lest haply other men make spoil of them. 
Ah then, they are not wholly wist or just, the prince* and coun 
scUort of the Phaeacians, who carried me to a strange? land. Verily 
they promised tu bring me to clear-seen Ithaca, hut they performed 
at May Zeus requite them, the s^hI of supplants, seeing that he 
watches wcr all men and punishes the transgressor? But come, I 
i reckon up these goods and look to them, lest the men be pone, 
and have taken ought away upon their hallow ship.' 

Therewith he set to number the fair tripods and the cauldrons 
and the gold and the goodly wovci d ; and of all these he 

licked not aught, but he bewailed him for his cwu country, as he 
walked downcast by the shore of the sounding sea, and made sore 
lament. Then Athene came nigh him in the guise of a young man, 
rise herdsman of a flock, a young man most delicate, such as are the 
sons of kings* And she had a wrll>wn>us;hc mantle that fell in two 
folds about her shoulders, and beneath her smooth fret she kid 
sandals bound, and a javelin in her hands. And Odysseus revoked 
as he aw h UM aser against her, and uttering his voice 

spake to her winged words: 



lowy 
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'Friend, since thou art the first 1 have chanced on in thiv 
hiiJ to thee, and with no ill-will mayest thou met*. 
this my substancv and save me too, for to thee as to a god 1 
prayer, and to thy drar knees have I come. And h<i 
true, that I may surety [wople is this;? 

whjt men dwell therein? Surely, met h inks, it is some clear seen isle, 
or a shore of the rich nuinbnd that lies and leans upon the deep.* 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake to turn again: Thou 
art witless, stranger, or thou an com* from afar, if indeed thou 
askest of this land; nay, it is not so very nameless but that many 
men know it, both alt diosc who dwell tuwaxd the dawning and thr 
:un. jnd diey dial abide u*ci iic light luward the sh 

west. Verily it is rough and not fit for th- nf horse 

u not a very sorry isle, though narrow withal. For herein a. 
past telling, and herein too wine is found, and the rain it on it c 
more, and the fresh dew. And i: u good fur feeding gnait awl feed- 
ue; all manner of wood is here, and watering-places unfailing 
are herein. Wherefore, stranger, the name o: Ithaca hath reached 
even unto Troyland, which men say is far from this Achaean 

So spake she, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus was glad, ami 
had joy in his own country, according to*he w>> uhene, 

daughter of Zeus, lurd of the aegis. And he utter l-J his voice and 
spake unto her winged peak the truth, but 

took back the word that was on his lips, for quick and crafty was his 
wit whliin his breast. 

'Of Ithaca tum I heard tell, even in broad Cr.- 
and now have I come luther myielf with thrw my goods. And I 
left as much again to my children, when I turned outlaw for the 
slaying of the dear son of Idomcneu?, Orulodius, swift of toot, 
in wide Crete was the swiftest of all men that live by bread. N 
he would have despoiled nv i u booty of Troy, for the w 

1 had endured pain of heart, in pairing through the wars of 
« grirvuus waves of the *-a, fur this cju%* that 1 would i 
a favour to his: i make me his squii r in the lattdof tl 

jans, but commanded other fellow sh $0 1 smote 

him with a bet. | (war j* he came lionic from the field, lying 

in ambush for him by the wayside, with ooo of nsy companions. 
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And dark midnight held the lieavcns, and no man marked us, but 
privily I took his life away. Now after I had slam him with the 
sharp Sjsrar, straighrw | to B Up and besought the lordly 

Phaeacians, and gave them spoil to their beans' desire. I charged 
them to take rnc on board, and land me at Pylos or at goodly Elis 
where the Epeons bear rule. Howbeit of a truth, the might of the 
wind dr.ive them out of their course, sore against their will, nor did 
they wilfully pby roe false- Thence we were driven wandering, 
and came hither by nif.hr. And with much ado we rowed on •' 
into harbour, nor took wc any thought of supper, though we stood 
sore in need thereof, but even as wc were we slept ashore and all 
lay down. Then over me there came sweet slumber in my weari- 
ness, but they took forth my goods from the hollow ship, and set 
thrm by me where I myself by upon the sands. Then they went on 
board, and departed for the fair-lying land of Sidoo; wlule as for roe 
1 was left stricken at hem.* 

So spake he and the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, smiled, and 
caressed him with her hand; and straightway she changed to the 
semblance of a woman, fair and tall, and skilled in splendid handi- 
work. And uttering her voice she spake unto him winged words: 

"Crafty must he be. and knavish, who would outdo thee in all 
manner of guile, even if it were a god encountered thec. Hardy man, 
subtle of wit, of guile insatiate, so thou wast not even in thine own 
country la cease from thy sleights and knaviih words, which thou 
krvest from the bottom cif thine heart! But come, rxi more let us tel! 
of these things, being both of us practised in deceits, for that thou an 
of all men far the first in counsel and in discourse, and 1 in the com- 
pany of al* the gods win renown for my wit and wile. Yet thou 
knrwest not me, Pallas Athene, daughter nf Zeus, who am always 
by thee and guard thee in all adventures. Yea, and 1 made thee to be 
beloved of all the Phaeacians. And now am I come hither to con* 
trive a plot with thee and to hide away the goods, that by my coun- 
sel and design the noble Phaeacians gave thee on thy homeward way. 
And I would tell thee bow great a measure of trouble thou art or- 
cLinnl id fulfil within thy wdl-buildrd house. Rut do thou harden 
thy li a it must be, and tell none neither man nor 

of all the folk, that thou hast indeed returned from wandering. 
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MM endure much sorrow, submitiing ther to thr despite 
men.' 

And Odysseus of m.iny counsels answered her saying: 'Hard is 
it, goddess, tor a mortal man that meets thec to discern thee, how- 
«ww wise ho be; for thou takes* upon thee every shape. But 
J know wdl, that of old thou wast kindly to me, so long 
of the Achaeans nude war in Troy. But so soon as we had 
the steep city of Priam an J lud gone on board our ships, and the 
god had scattered the Achaeans, thereafter 1 have never 
thec, daughter of Zeus, nor seen thec coming on board my 
ward off sorrow from me— but I wandered cvermc: trick 

rill thr gods delivrrrd mc from my evil ewe— even tj 
day whin, within the fat land of I'haracia, thou ctcttt 

comfort mc with thy words, and thyself did* lead mc to the 
And now I beseech thec in thy father's name to ufl mc: tor 1 deem 
not tJiat I am come to clear-seen Ithaca, but I roam over some other 
land, and methinks that thou speakest thus to mock me and beguile 
my mind. Tell me wisether in my deed 1 am come to mine 
dear country.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him: 'Yea, 

a thought ai this li ever in thy breast. Wherefore I may in no 

leave thee in thy grief, so courteous art thou, so ready of wit and so 

pruektRt. Right gladly would any other mjn on his i 

wandering have hasted to bch< I t has wife in 

halls; but thou hast no will to learn or to hear au, I ou 

haftbennori mode trial of thy wife, who sits as ever in bei 

tor hcrthenigtus wane always and the days, in sh 

1 1. But of ihis 1 nrvrr doubted. Hut ever knew it in my heart 

thai tliou wuuldest come home v. <>f all thy company. 

Yet, I tell ihce, 1 had no mind to be at strife with Poseidon, my own 

father's brother, who Laid up wrath in his heart against thee, being 

angered at the bbnding of his dear son. But come, and I will show 

thee the place of the dwelling of Ithaca, that thou mayst be assured. 

Jar, here is tine haven of Prior cys, the ancient one of the sea, and here 

at the haven's head is the dive tree with snceadmjc leaves, and ha 

ant cave and shadowy, sacred to the nymphs that a 

! s. Yonder, behold, is ihe roofed cavern, where thou 
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offered** many an acceptable acrifice uf hecatombs io the nymph*; 
and lo, thi* hill is Neriton, all clothed in forest.' 

Therewith the goddess scattered the mist, and the land appeared. 
Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus was glad rejoicing in his ovrn 
Land, and lie kissed tlse t-jrh. r! ivcr. And anon 1st prayed 

to the nymphs, and lifted up bu h mils, laying: 

nphs, daughters ot Zeus, never did I think to look 
on you again, but now be yc greeted in my loving prayers: yea, and 
gifts a« aforetime I will gi%e, it ihe daughter of Zeus, driver of the 
sjsoil, surfer rnr of her grace myself to live, and bring my dear son to 
manhood.' 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake to him again: "Be of 
good courage* and lee not thy heart be careful about these things. 
But come, let us straightway set thy goods in the secret place of the 
wondrous cave. 1h.1t there they may abide for thee safe. And let us 
for ourselves advise us how all may be foe the very best.* 

Therewith the goddess plunged into the shadowy case, searching 
out the chambers 1 em. Meanwhile Odysseus brought up his 

treasure, the gold and the unyielding bronze and fair woven r.11- 
mem, which the Phaeaciant gave him. And these things he laid by 
wuh care, :ind Pallas Athene, daughter lord of the aegis, 

tet a stone against the door of the case. Then they twain sat down 
by the trunk of the sacred olive tree, and demised death for the 
f reward wooers. And the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, spake first, 
saying: 

"Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many devices, 
advise thee how thou mayeat stretch forth thine hands upon the 
shameless wooers, who now these three years Lire! it through thy 
halls, at they woo thy godlike wife and proffer the s^lts of wooing. 
And she, thai is ever bewailing her for thy return, gives hope to all 
and makes promises to every mm and sends them messages, but 
her mind is set on other thin 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered her, saying: 

"Lo 1 ruth 1 was Lke to have perished in my halls by 

the evil doom of Agamemnon, son of Atreus, hadst not thou, god- 
dess, declared me each thing aright. Come then, weave some 60 
by 1 may requite them; and thyself stand by me, and i 
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nut boldness of spirit within me, even as in the day when we looted 
the shining coronal of Troy. If but thou wi md by m 

iucIi t thou grey-cyt I vould was even with three 

hundred men, frith thee my lady and goddov if thou of thy grace 
q£ the while* 1 

Then the goddess. grey-eyed Athcru . Yea, verily 

I will be Rear thee nnr will I forgd ti iwcwr we come to 

wooers il».»t devour thy 
livelihood stall bespatter the boundless earth with blood and bums. 
Hut come, I will make thec such-like that no nun *hall kno 
Thy fair skin 1 will wither on thy supple limb*, ,ind rruke waste 
thy yellow hair from oil thy head, and wrap thee in a foul ga 
such dm mi' wduIi r to tec a man I - rein ' And 1 » 

thy two eyes, erewhile so fair, in such wise that thou riuyest be u 
seemly in the sight of all the wooers and of thy wife and 
whom thou didst I< ills. And do thou thyself first of 

go IB* :cnds thy swine, loyal and at or - 

thee, i! thy «>n and constant Penelope. Him <h;i!t thou find 

sitting by the swine, as they are feeding near the rock of 
and the spring Arcthusa, and there they cat abundaiKe of acorns 
and drink the black water, things whereby swine grow fat and 
well liking. There do thou abid* and sit by the swine, and find out 
all. till I have gone to Sparta, the land of fair women, to call Telenv 
schus thy dear son. Odysseus, who hath betaken him 
Ljcedaemon, to the house of Mcndaus to seek tiding* of thee, 
whether haply thou arc yet alive/ 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered her 
wherefore then didst thou not tell lum. seeing thou has: know!* 
edge nf all? U UmSkt in 

lie unhar vetted scat, and dut others may consuni 
hood? 1 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, answered him: 'Nay, let 
doc be heavy on thy heart. I myself was his guide, that by g» 
thither he might win a good report. Lo, he knows no t 

i peace in the palace of Uk son of Atre-av and has bounclksa 
store about him. Truly the young men v I p they 

1 fUjJi»; 4^ M t •-, n>< 
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lie in wait, and are eager to slay him ere he come to his own country. 
But this, methinks, shall never be. Yea, sooner shall the earth close 
over certain of the wooers that devour thy livelihood.' 

Therewith Athene touched him with her wand His fair flesh she 
withered on his supple limbs, and made waste his yellow hair from 
off his head, and over all his limbs she cast the skin of an old man, 
and dimmed his two eyes, erewhile so fair. And she changed his 
raiment to a vile wrap and a doublet, torn garments and filthy, 
stained with foul smoke. And over all she clad him with the great 
bald hide of a swift stag, and she gave him a staff and a mean 
tattered scrip, and a cord therewith to hang it. 

And after they twain had taken this counsel together, they parted; 
and she now went to goodly Lacedaemon to fetch the son of 
Odysseus. 



BOOK XIV 

Odysxtis, in chc form of a beggv, got* to Eumacua, the manor of 
nrioB^ where he is well iw#d and tells a feigned story, and informs him- 
sell of the behaviour of the wooers. 

BUT Odyucux fared forth frosn the haven by the rough track, 
■ up the wooded country and through the heights, where 
Athene had showed him trot he should rind the goodly 
swineherd, who cared most for his substance rails 

goodly Odysseus had gi" 

Now he foun: ng at the vestibule of the house, whese his 

couityird was builded hi$h, in a place with wide prospect; a p 
court it was and a fa-.r, with free range round it. This the swinct. 
had builded by himself for the ■ iiis lord who 

his mistress and the old man Laertes knew not. of it. With stoi 
ftom the quarry had lie bill irul coped k with 

nrbill lie had % '-. to tlie dark iorc-. 

he had driven stakes the whole length thereof on cither hoc, set 
thick and close; and within the courtyard he m ■ Ive styes 

hard by one another to be bed*. d in each stye I 

grovelling sv jwined, tsrixid swine; hut the hoar* dept 

ha fewer in numbe/, the godlike wooer* 
I shin^ them at their feasts, for the the 

beet of - -cr bogs. And their talc was three hundred and 

Three-score. And by them always slept four dogs, ai fierce as 
beasts, which the swineherd had bred, a maarr nf mm. 
he was fitting sandals to his feet, cutting a good brown oxhide. 
whik the n 

and th.it, with th.- .(roves of swine; while the founh he had *c* 
tlie bcetf to tin* pnKid wooers, as needs he must, I 

they might ia. their soul with ntsh. 

And of a sudden ug dogs saw Odysseus, and ihtv 

hint ycipinii, but Odysseus usd ; 

the sufi fall from his hand. Then: by hit own hutaenaa^ 

m 
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suifercd foul hurt, but the swineherd with quick feet boxed 

i -cm, and sped through the outer door, and let the skin fall 

from And the iiounds be chid and drave them tliis 

d that, with a shower of stone** anil lie spake untn his kin!, 

saying: 

"Old nun, truly the dogs went nigh to be the death of thee all 
of a sudden, so shouldcst thou have brought shame on dm. Yi 
and the gods have given rne other pains and griefs enough. 
I si:, mourning and sorrowing for my godlike lord, and lower the 
swine for others to eat, wh aving, perclunce, for food, 

wanders ever some land and city of men of a strange ape 
Ivtply he yet lives and beholds the sunlight. But come with me, let 
ho innrr steading, old man, that when thy heart is satisfied 
with bread anil tltou too mayesi toll thy tale and declare 

whence thou art, and how many woes thou hast endured.* 

Therewith the goodly swineherd led him to the steading, and took 
him in and set him down, and strewed beneath him thick brush- 
wood, and spread thereon the hide of a shaggy wild goat, wide and 
soft, which served himself for a mattrm And Odysseus rejoii 
that he had given Urn sttdl welcome, an J spake and hailed him: 

Zeus, O stranger, and all the other deathless gods grant 
thee thy dc2rca wish, since thou hast received rne heartily I' 

Then, O swineherd Eumaeus, didst thou answer him, saying: 
"Guest of mine, it were an impious thing fnr me- to <l ght a stranger, 
even if there tame a meaner man than thou; for from Zeus are all 
strangers and beggars; and a little gift from such as we. Is dear; 
for this is the way with thralls, who are ever in fear when 
lords like ours bear rule over them. For surely the gods have stayed 
the returning of ray master, who would have loved me dUiges 
and given me somewhat of my on n. a house and a purer! of 
and a com such as a kind lord gives to his man, who hath 

laboured much for him and the work of whose hands God haih 
likewise increased, even as he' increased) this work of mine whereat 
I abide. Therefore would my lord have rewarded me greatly, had 
he glDl B home. Hut ha hath prnihrd, as I would that all 

the stock of Helen had perished utterly, forasmuch as she hath 

1 ffifiuf *h*mr*- 
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catii«I the loosening of many a nun's knees. For he too departed 
to liios of (be goodly steeds to get atonement for Agamemnon, that 
50 he might war with the TfOJU 

I herewith he quickly bound up his doublet with his girdle, and 
went his way to the styes, where the tribes of the swine were penned. 
Thence he took and brought fonh two, and sacrificed them both, 
and singed them and cut [hem small, and spitted litem. And when 
he had roasted all, he bare and set it by Odysseus, all hot I 
upon the spits, and he sprinkled thereupon while barley-mcaL Then 
in a bowl of ivy wood he ra;xed the honey-sweet wine, and himself 
sat over against him and bade him fall to: 

stranger, such fare as thralls have to hand, even flesh 
of nicking pigs; but the failed hogs the wooers devour, foe thi 
know not the wrath of the gods nor any pity. Verily the bit 
gods love not fro ward deeds, but they reverence jusiicc and the 
righteous acts of men. Yet even foes and men unfriendly, that U 
nn a m range toast, and Zeus grants [hem a prey, and they have laden 
their ship and depart for home; yea, even on their hearts fall-. 
fear of the wrath of the gods. Gut lo you, these men know soeni 
what,- tor they have heard an utterance of a god — , even the ' 
of our lord's evil end T seeing that the)' are not minded justly to 
woo, nor to go back to their own, but at ease they devour 
wealth with insolence, and now there is no sparing. For every da] 
and every night that comes Era hey make *acnrscc not of 

one victim only, nor of two, and wine they draw and waste it riot- 
ously. For surely his Livelihood was great rest telling, no lord in 
the dark mainland had so much, nor any in Ithaca rtssttf; nay, not 
twenty men together have Health so great, and 1 will tell thee the 
sum thereof. Twelve herds of Line upon the mainland, is many 
flocks of sheep, as many droves of swine, as massy ranging herds of 
goats, that his own shepherds and strangers pasture. And ranging 
Is of goats, eleven in all, graze here by the extremity of the island 
with trusty men to wards them. And day by day each man of these 
drives one of the flock to the wooers, whichsoever seems the best 
he fatted goats. Hut a i for me I guard and keep these swine end 1 
choose out for them, as well as 1 may, the best of the swine and 
send k hence.' 
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So spoke he, but Odysseus ceased not to cat flesh and drtak 
right eagerly and in silence, and the v. -awing the seeds of 

evil for the wooers. Now when he had well eaten and comforted 
bus heart with food, (hen the herdsman tilled him the bowl out of 
which he was wont himself to drink, and he gave ;t him brimming 
with vatic, jnd he took it and was glad at heart, and uttering hi* 
voice spake lo him winged wor</ 

'My t'nend, who ■ ut bought thec with his wealth, 

a nun so exceedingly rich and mij*hty as thou dcclarcst? Thou 
saidest that he perished to get atonement for Agamemnon; tell me, 
if perchancr I may know him, being such an I on tayrtt. 

For Zeus, mcthiuks, and the other deathless gods know tthttl 
may bnnx tidings or having seen him; for 1 have wandered far.* 

Then the swinchci \-x of men, answered him: 'Old nun, 

no wanderer who may come hither and bring tidings of him can 

his wife and his dear *>n; hut lightly do v. 
he when they need entertainment, and care not to tell truth. Who- 
soever comes straying to the land of Ithaca, goes to my mistress and 
speaks words of guile. And she receives ham kindly and lovingly 
tquira of all things, and the tears fall from her eyelids for 
weeping, as is meet for a woman when her lord hath died afar. 
!i wouldsl thou too, old man, forge a tale, if 
any would but give thee a mantle and a doublet for raiment. But 
as for him, dogs and swift fowls are like already to have torn his 
skin from the bones, and hat spirit hath left him. Or the fishes have 
lira in tise deep, and there lie his bones swathed in sand- 
drift oa the shore. Yonder then hath he perished, bt -tends 
: is ordained hut care, for all. but for me in chief. For never 
again shall 1 find a lord so gentle, bow far soever I may go, not 
though again 1 attain unto the house of my father and my mother, 
where at first I was born, and they nourished me themu4ve* and 
irir own hands tlsey reared me. Nor henceforth it is not for 
these that I sorrow so much, though 1 long 10 behold them with 
iune own country, but desire comes over nac for 
Odvwus who is afar. His name, stranger, even though he it not 
r shameth rnr to speak, for he loved roe exceedingly, and cared 
for me at heart; nay, I call him "worshipful/' albeit he is far hence.' 
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Then die steadfast goodly Odjrmu spike fr> him again: 'My 
friend, forasmuch as thnu gainuyest utterly and sayest thai h" 
forth he will not eonv i >\ chine heart ii ever slow to bet 

therefore will I tell thec not lightly but wiih an oath, (hat I 
thill return. And let me have the wage* of good tidings as soon 
at cvrr hr in hii journeying shall come hither to his home. Then 

M in a mantle and a doublet, goodly raiment. But i 
albeit I am sore in Deed I will MX take avight, for hateful to me 
even as the gates of hell. Is trot man, who under stress of pOVi 
speaks words of guile. Now be Zeus my witness be* £od» 

and the hospitable hoard am! the hearth of noble Odysseus where- 
■ I am come, th:ir all thrv things shMI sirrly tV acco; 
: a* 1 toll the- tdyamu si';ll enrnr hither; 

tbe ok! moon wanes and the new is born shall lie retut 
home, and shall take vengeance on all who here dishonour his wife 
an J nobk 

Then didtt thou make answer, swineherd Eumaeus: 'Old 
it is ntrt I then, that shall ever pay thee these wages of good lid 
nor henceforth shall Odysseus ever come Cne. Nay drink in 

peace, and let us turn our tl to other matters, and bring no*. 

■<• to my remefl far surely my heart witlun me n sorrow- 

ful whenever any man puts me in mind of my true lord. Bi' 
for ihine oath, we will let it go by; yet, oh that Odyurui may come 
according to my desire, and the desire of Penelope and of that old 
nun Laertes and godlike Telcn But now I make a comfort- 

less lament for the boy begotten of Odysseus even for Tdemjchus. 
When the gods had reared him like a young sapling, and I thought 
thai he would be no worse among men than his dear f.ulier, glorioui 

d oi some man marred hii good wits 
will. m went to fail 

the lordly wooers lie in wait for him on hit way home. I 
the race of godlike A -tay perit : lihaca. 

Hov. ! .ore of him now, wlxrher he ihall be whether 

he shall • a shield I i 

come, old man, do d M of chine own troubles. And herein 

tell mc true, that I may w, V\ bo in thou of the sent of 

ind whence? Whrre is thy city, wfc I I begat 
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thee? Say on what manner of ship didst thou come, and bow 
ton bring thee to Ithaca, jnd who did ihey UDW them 10 be? 

lowis* do 1 deem ilui chou tamest hither by land.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: Tfo* °° w » 

teli thec all most plainly. Might wc have food and sweet 

wine enough to last for long, while wc abide within thy hut to 

barton in quiet, and others betake them to their work; then 

could I easily speak . nor )«t make a full end of 

.ill ilic troubles of my spirit, all the travail 1 have wrought 

by the will of the god*. 

'1 avow that 1 come by lineage from wide Crete, and am the ton 

•althy man. And many other sons he had born and bred in 

the lulls, hwful-born of a wedded wife; but the mother that bare 

me was a concubine houglit with a juice. Yet Castor Kin ft 1 !>la*. 

nt whose blood I avow me to be, gave me no less honour than his 

lawful sons- Now he at that time got worship e\en as a god from 

the Cretans in the land, for wealth and riches and sons renowned. 

Howbeat the fatei of death bare him away to the house of Hacks 

and his plant sons divided among them his living and cast lots 

But to me they gave a very small gift and assigned me a 

dwelling* and 1 took unto me a wife, the daughter of men that had 

wide lands, by reason of my valour, for that 1 via no weakling nor 

rd; bui now bO m\ has failed me, yet even so I deem 

that theiu raightesr guess from seeing the stubble what the ^rain hat 

(of of trouble I have plenty BM lo spare. Bui then verily did 

Area and Athene give me boldness and courage to hurl through 

the press of men, whensoever I clsose the best warriors for an am 

hush, sowing the seeds of evil for my foes; no boding of death was 

ever in my lordly heart, bur I would leap out thr foremou and 

sla> with the spear whoso of my fort fleet of foot than L 

Such an one was I in war, but the labour of the field 1 never loved, 

nor borne- keeping thrift, that breeds brj a, but galley* 

oars were dear to me, and wars and poUihed shafts and 

darts— baneful things whereat others use to shudder. But irut, 

lear to me which dsc god put in my heart, (of divers 

:»t in diven deeds. For ere erer the sons of the 

Aehaeans had set foot on the land of Troy, 1 had nine times been 
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a leader of men and of swift-faring : >inst a strange people, 

and wealth fell ever to my hands. Of the booty I would choose out 
for mc all that 1 craved, and much thereafter I won by Sol So my 
house got increase speedily, and thus I waxed dread and honour 
among the Cretans. But when Zeus of the far-borne voice, devised 
»t the last tiut hateful path which loosened the knees of many a 

in death, then the people called on me and on renowned 
ldomcncustolca<: to H.'-. Q V wy • there any way whereby 

to refuse, for the people's voice bore hard upon us. There wc sons 
of the Achaeans warred fur P I* years, and then in the 

to year wr «rk«l the cky of t \ homeward 

with our ships, and a goil 1 the Achaean*. But Zeus, the 

counsellor, devised mischief against mc, wretched man that I 
Foe one month only I abode and had ;> and my 

wedded wife, and all that I had; and thereafter my spirit bade me 
fit our ships in the best manner and sail to Egypt with my godlike 
company. Nine ships I faced out and the Ik>sI WU gathered quickly; 
and tbefl for six days my dear company feasted, and I gave them 
many victims that they mighe sacrifice to the gods and prepare a 
feast for themselves. But on the seven:!) day wa *et sail from wide 
Crete, with a North Wind fresh and fair, and hghtly wc ran . 
wrre down stream, yea, and no harm carne to line, but 

sve sat safe and hale, while the wind and the pilots guided die 
barques. And on the h . c carne to the fair-flowing Acgyptus, 

and in the river Aegyptu* 1 stayed my curved ships. Then verily 1 
bode my dear companions to abide there by tbf ship; and to g 
them, and I sent fnrth mil > mi look. But 

my men gl • to wantonness being die fools of their own 

force, and soon they fell to wasting the Egy; 

exceed and led away their wives and infant eh I 

slew the men. And the cry came quickly to thfl id the 

people hearing the shout came forth at the breaking of the day, 

aifl was filled with footmen and rL 
the glitter of bronze. And Zeus, whose |oy index, sent 

an evil panic upon my company, and none durst stain 
the foe, for danger encompassed us on every side. There they dew 

of us svith the edge of the sword, and others they led u 
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them alive to work for tl one. Bui as for ine, ZeUI 

self put a thouglit into my heart; would to God that 1 had rather 

died. And met my fate there in Egypt, for sorrow was still mine host? 

: ..way 1 put off my well-wrought helmet from my head, and 
the shield Emm or? my shoulders, and I east awjy my spear from my 

■id 1 came over against the chariots of the king, and clasped 
; his knerv, |Djj I <• .vaved mc and delivered me, and setting 
me 00 his own chariot took mc weeping to his home. Truly many 
an one made at me with their ashen spear*, eager to day me, for 
verily they wot* sore angered. But the king kept them off and had 
respect unto the wrath nf Zeus, rhe god of strangers, who chirrly 
hath displeasure at evil deeds. So for seven whole years 1 abode 
with their king, and gathered much substance among the Egyp- 
tians, for they all gave □ But when the eighth year came 
in due season, there arrived a Phoenician practised in deceit, a 
greedy knave, who had already done much mischief among men. 
Hr wrought on mr with h:s cunning, and cook rne with him until 
hr came to Phoenicia, where was his house and where his treasures 
lay. There I abode with him for the space of a full year. But when 
now the months and days were fulfilled, as the year came round and 
the seasons returned, he set me aboard a seafaring ship for Libya, 
under colour as though 1 was to convey a cargo thither with him, 
but his purpose was to sell me in Libya, and get a great price. So 
1 went with him on board, perforce, yet boding evil. And the ship 
ran before a North Wind fresh and fair, through the mid sea over 
above Crete, and Zeus contrived the destruction of the crew. But 
when we left Crete, and no land showed in sight but sky and sea 
only, even then the son of Cronos stayed a datl cloud over Use 
hollow ship, and the deep grew dark beneath it. And in (he same 
moment Zcui thundered and smote his bolt into the ship, and she 
reeled all over being stricken by the bolt of Zeus, and was filled 

lift and brimuone, and all the crew fell overboard. And like 
sea-gulls they were borne hither and thither on the waves about 
the black ship, and cut off their return. But in this hour 

of my affliction Zeus himself put into my hands the huge mast of 
the dark-crowed ship, that even yet I might escape from harm. So 
I dun w mast and was borne by the ruinous winds For 
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nine days wat I borne, and on the tenth black night the great rolling 
wave brought me nigh to the land of the Tnetprotiani. Tin 
king of tike Tli- d Pheidon. low me b freely, for 

his dear son lighted on mc and raised me by the h kid mc 

house, foredonc with toil and the keen air, till he came to 
his father's place And he clothed roe in a mantle and a doublet 
for raiment. 

There I heard tidings of Odysseus, for the king tnld me that he 
had entertained him, and kindly entreated hint on his way to his 
own country; and he showed me all die wealth that Odysseus had 
gathered, bronze and gold and well wrought iron; yea it would 
sutnee for his children after lum even to the tenth generation, so 
gTeat were the treasures he had stored in the chambers of the king. 
I Ic had gone, lie said, to Dodona to Isear the counsel of ZtOJ, 
the high leafy oak tree of the god, how he should return to the tat 
land of Ithaca after long absence, whether openly or by stealth. 
Moreover, he sware, in mine own presence, at he poured the drink 
ottering in his house, that rht ship was drawn down to the sea and 
his company were ready, wh convey him to his own dear 

.. But ere that, he sent me of!, for it chanced that a ship of 
the Thcaprotiana was starting for Dulichium, a land rich in grain. 
Thither be bade them bring me with all dihgenoe to the king 
Acastus. But an evil counsel concerning me found favour in their 
sight, that even yet I might reach the extremity of sorrow. When 
the seafaring slup lud sailed a great way from the land, anon they 
- how they might compass for mc the day of slavery. They 

mc of my garments, my mantle and a doublet, and changed 

rncnt to a vile wrap sod doublet, tattered garments, even 
those thriu wvt now before their; and in d Dg they mirlird 

the fields of clear-seen Ithaca. There in the decked ship they bound 
me closely with a twisted rope, and themselves went ashore, and 
hasted to take supper by the sea-banks. Meanwhile the gods ibcm- 
seivat lightly unclasped my bands, and rniufiing my bead with the 
wrap I slid down the smooth Lading-plank, and set my breast to the 
sea and rowed hard with both hands as 1 swam, and very soon 1 was 
out of the water and beyond their reach. Then I went up wisest 
there was a thicket, a wood in full leaf, and lay there cjcwching. 
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And they went hither and thither, nuking great moan; but when 
now ir teemed to them UtrJ go further on their quest, they 

departed back again aboard rhrir hollow ship. And the gods them- 
selves hid mc easily and brought me nigh to the homestead of a wiie 
man; for still, methinks, I am ordained to live on,' 

Then didst thou make Answer to lum, swineherd Eumaeus: 'Ah! 
wmched guew, Terily thou hast stirred my bean with the tale of all 
these things, of thy suffering* and thy wanderings* Yet herein, 
methinks. thou speakest not aright, and never shale thou persuade 
me with the tale about Odysseus; why should one in thy plight he 
vainly? Well I know of mint* own vlf, a* touching my lord** 
return, that he w.n nan y hated by all the gods, in that they smote 
him not among the Trojans nor in the arms of his friends* when he 
had wound up the clew of war. So should the whole Achaean host 
have builded him a barrow; yea and for his son would he have 
won great glory in the after days; but now alt inglorioutly the sr 
of die storm have snatclxd him away. But as for me I dwell apart 
by the swine and go not to the city, unless perchance wise Penelope 
summons me thither, when tidings of my master are brought I 
know not whence. Now all the people sit round and straidy quev 
tioo the news-bearer, both such as grieve for their lord that is long 
gone, and such as rejoice in devouring his living without atorjeincnt. 
But 1 have no care to ask or to inquire, since the day that an 
Aetolian cheated me with his story, one who had slain his man and 
wandered over wide lands and came to my steading, and I dealt 
lovingly with him. He said that be had seen my roaster among the 
Cretans at Use house of Idotneneus, mending his ships whkh the 
storms had broken. And he said that he would mine home either 
ha summer or the harvest-tide, bringing much wealth with the 
godlike men or hit company. And thou too, old man of ■ 
sorrows, seeing that some god hath brought thee to me, seek not 
my grace with lies, nor give me any such comfort; not for this will 
1 have respect to thee or hold thee drar, hist only for the fear of Zeus, 
the god of strangers, and i> 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: "Verily 
thy heart witiun thee it slow to believe, seeing thai even with an 
oath I have not won thee, nor find credence with thee. But coma 
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now, let us nuke a covenant: and we will each one have for 
nesses the gods above, who hold Olympus. H ihy lord shall return 
in this house, put on me n nunilc and iloiihlrt fur raiment, ant! 
send rne on my way to Dulichium, whither ! had a desire to go. 
But if thy lord return not according to my word, set thy thralls 
upon me, and cast mc down from .1 mighty rock, that another 
beggar in his turn may beware of deceiving.' 

And the goodly swineherd answered him, saying: 'Yea stranger, 
so should I gel much honour and good luck among men 
:i now and ever hereafter, if after bringing thec tC *nd 

giving thee a stranger's cheer, 1 should turn again and thy thee 
and take away thy dear life. Eager indeed thereafter should 1 be 
to make a prayer 1 But now it is supper* 

lime, and would thai my felk?v.s may speedily be at home, that we 
may make ready a dainty supper within the V 

Thus they spake one to the Other, tod lo, the swine and the 
swineherds drew nigh. And the swine they shut up to sleep in their 
lain, and a mighty din arose as the swine were being stalled. Then 
the goodly swineherd called to his fellows, saying: 

'Bring the best of the swine, that I may sacrifice it for a guest of 
mine from a far land: and we too will have good cheer there. 
for wc have long suffered and toiled by reason of the white tusked 
swine, while others devour the fruit of our labour without atone- 
mrnt.' 

Ital he cleft logs with the pitiless axe, and the others 
brought in a well-fatted boar of frvc years old; and they set him by 
the hcanh nor did r.cbcrd forget the deathless gods, for he 

was of an understanding heart. But for a beginning of sacrifice he 
cast bristles from the head of the whitr-uiskrd hoar upon the I 
.ind prayed to all the gods :lu; wine Odysseus might return 10 his 
own house. Then he stood erect, and smote the boar with a billet 
of oak which he had left u :* and the boar yielded Dp 

his life, "ll^cn they cut the throat and singed the carcase and qusckly 
:t tip, and the swineherd tc* parrJofl from all the limbs, 

and laid the raw flrih on t'i ad torn? paxn he casr | 

the fire after sprinkling them with bruised barley-meal, and ihey 
cut the rest up small, and pierced it, and spitted and roasted it care* 
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fully, and drew ii all oft from the spit*, and put the whole mew 
together on trenchers. Then the swinclserd stood Dp i<> vi^ foe 
wdl he knew what was fair, and he cut up the whole and divided 
it into seven portions. One, when he had prayed, he set aside for the 
nymphs and for Hermes son of Maia, and the rest he dittribi 
to oach. And he gave Odysseus the portion of honour, the loi 
back of the white-tusked boar, and the soul of his lord rejoiced at 
this renown, and Odysseus of many counsels hailed him saying: 

'Eumacus, oh that thou mayest so surely be dear to father Zeus, 
as thou art to me, seeing that thou honouresc me with a good 
portion, such an one as I am!* 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumarui: 

'£jt, luckless stranger, and make merry with such fare as is here. 
And one thin* the god will give and another withhold, even as he 
will, for with him all things are possible.' 

So he spoke, and made burnt offering of the hallowed parts to 
the evrrlauing gods, and p< dark wine for a drink offering, 

and set the cup in the hands of Odysseus, the waster of cities* and 
sat down by his own mess. And Mcsaulius bare them wheaten 
a thrall that the swineherd had gotten all alone, while his lord was 
away, without the knowledge of his mistress and the old Laertes: 
yea he had bought him of the Taphians with his own 
So they stretched forth tlsrir hands upon the good cheer 
before them. Now after rhry had pug from them the desire of meat 
and drmk, Mcsaulius cleared away the bread, and they, now 
they had eaten enough of bread and ftrsh, were moved to go to 

Now ic was so that night carna on foul with a blind moon, 
Zeus rained the whole night through, and still the great W< 
Wind, the toirty wind, was blowing. Then Odysseus spoke 
them that he might make trial of the swineherd* and see whether 
he would take orf hit own mamle and give it to him or bid one of 
his company strip, since he cared for him so gn 

'Listen now, Eumacus, and ftB of you his companions, with a 
prayer will t utter my word; so bull me witlru wine, which drives 
cress the wisest to sing and to laugh softly, and rouses I met, 

yea and makes him to speak out a word which were better un- 
spoken. Howbcit, now that 1 have broken into speech, I will not 
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hide aught. Oh that 1 mn yung, and my might were steadfaw, 
as in the day wlsen we arrayed our ambush and led it beneath Troy 
town! And Odysseus* and Mcnciaus wn of Atrcus, were leaden 
and with them 1 was a third m command; for so ihey bade me. Now 
when we bad come to md the steep wall, we lay about the 

rid in the thick brushwood, cro ong 

the reeds and the marsh land, and behold, the nighr came on • 
with frost, as die North Wind went down, while the mow fell from 
above, an i like rim aid, and the lee set thick about 

our shields- Now the others all had mantles and doublets, and slept 
in peace with their shields buckled close about their shoulders; bin 
[as 1 wen forth had left my mantle behind with my tneti, in my 
folly, thinking th.it even *o I should not be cold: io I came ? 

my dikld and bright leathern apron. Bttl whrn it WW now the 
hird watch of the night ond the stars had passed the zenith, in that 
hour 2 spake unto Odysseus who was ni^h me, and thrust him 
with my elbow, and he listened straight v. 

1 "Son of" Laertes of the seed of Zeus, Od] many devices, 

verily 1 shall cease from among living risen. Em this wintry cold ii 
staying me, seeing that I have da Some god beguiled me 

to wear a doublet only, and henceforth is no way of escape." 

'So I spake, and he apprehended a thought in his heart, such an 
one a* be was in counsel and in fighj. So he whitpered and spake 
to me, saying: 

' "Be silent now, lest some other A hear thee.** There- 

with be raised his head upon his elbow, and spake, ssq len, 

friends, I Eton a god came to me in my sleep. Lo, wt have 

come very far from the ihipa; I would there were one to tell it to 
utioa, son of Atreus, sbepberd of the host, if petcluisce Ise 
m^y aend u> hitlier a greater con n the ship*." 

'So spake he, and Thoas, son of Andracmon. rose up quickly and 
off his purple mantle. And he started to run unto the ships 
hut I by gladly m hll garment, and the goldefi-throoed D 
showed her light. Oh! trut 1 were young as then and ray might 
steadfast! Then should some of the swineherds in the homestead 
give me a mantle, alike f . iw] for pity of a good warrior, 

Bui now tbey scorn mc for that sorry raiment is about ray body.' 
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Then didst thou make answer, O wincberd Eunueus: "Old nun, 
tbe talc that thou hast told in his praise is very good, and so far 
thou Kaa imk misspoken ai;gl '.\-ord uiij 

Wherefore Co I lack neither raimeiu nor aught 

die that is the due of a hapless suppliant, when he has met them 
thai can befriend ham. But in the morrang thou Unit go shutfhi 
'. i nigs, for iberc -ire not many mantles here or chanj 

I of doii>!i-t; for each i but OOf COSt But when the dear son 

of i will give thee a mantle and doul>lct 

for raiment, and sen-. Iihcnocver thy heart and spirit hid.* 

■prang up and set a bed for Odysseus near the fire, 
and thereon he cast skins of sheep and goats. There Odysseus laid 
him down and Eunueus cast a great thick mantle over him, 
he had ever by him for a change of coveri-i any u 

storm should arise. 

tSo there Odysseus slept, and the young men slept beside him. 
But the swineherd had no mind to lie there in a bed away from 
the boars. So he made him ready to go forth and Odysseus was 
glad, because he had a great care for his master's substance 
lie was afar. First he < ip sword about his strong shoulders, 

then he clad him in a very thick mantle, to keep the wind away; and 
he caught up the flee real and well -fed goat, and seized his 

sharp javelin, to defend him against dogs and men. Then he 
to lay him down even where the white-tusked boars were sleeping, 
beneath the hollow of the rock, in a pla. -im th* Nnnh 
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Pallas tends home Tclemachus txom Laccd*emon with the presents 
given him by Menrtaus. Tclemachus landed, goes first to Euma< 

NOW Pallas Athene went to the wide land of Lacedaemon, 
to put the noble son of the great-hearted Odysseus in 
mind of fus irtum, and to nuke him luuten hi* coming. 
And she found Tclemachus, and the glorious son of Nestor, couched 
at the vestibule of the house of famous Mcnclaus. The son of Nestor 
truly was overcome with soft sleep, but sweet sleep gat not bold of 

rnachus, but, through the night tl ?hnughtt for 

fadu r I .vakrful. And grey-eyed Athene stood nigh him 

and spake to him. saying: 

Tclemachus, it is no longer meet that thou shouldcst wander far 
frcm thy home, leaving thy substance behind thee, and men in thy 
house to wanton, lew they divide and utterly devour all thy wealth, 
and thou shale have gone on a vain \m with 

.ill haste Menelaus, of the loui . to send thee on 

that thou in.iyru eves hy noble mother in her horoe. I 

even now her father and her brethren bad her wed huryma- 
foe he outdoes all the wooer* it) bis presents, and hath been greatly 
increasing his gifts of wooing. So shall t re from 

tin house despiie thy wilL Thou kfl what son is the heart 

of a woman within her; all rv [| to increase the house of 

the man who takes her to wife or former children and of 

her own dear lord she has no more memory once he is dead, and she 
concerning him no more. Go then, .ind thyself place all thy 
are of tin ho seems eo thee the best, 

till (he day when the gods shall show thee a glorious bride. Now 
another word will 1 tell thee, and do thou lay it ( c heart. 

The noblest of the wt>oers lie tn wait for thee of purpose, in the 
t between llhaca and rugged Same slay thee before 

thou come to thine ov c this, m -ill never be; 

yea, sooner shall the earth close ovrr i wooers ihar 
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thy livelihood Nay, keep thy well-wrought ship far from 
those ides, and sail by night as well as day, and he of ihe imrnoitalt 
who hath thee in hit keeping and protection will send thee a fair 
breeze in thy wake. But when thou hast touched the nearest shore 
of Ithaca, send thy fhip and all thy company forward to the city, 
lor thy part seek first the swineherd who keeps thy swine, loyal 
and at one with the*. There do thou rest the night, and bid him 
go to the city to hear tidings of thy coming to the « '<>pc, 

how that she hath got thee safe, and thou art come up out of Pylos.* 

Therewith she deponed co high Olympus. But Tekmachus woke 
the son of Nestor out of sweet sleep, touching ham with his heel, 
and spake to him, saying: 

ike. PtitU ^or, bring up thy horses d 

hoof, and yoke them beneath the car, that wc may get forward 
on the road.' 

Then Pcisiaratus, son of Nestor, answered him, saying: 'Tekma- 
chus, wc may in no wise drive through the dark night, how eager 
soever to br gone; n.iy, non it will be dawn. Tarry thru, till thr 
i. tlw nfl of At reus, spear-famed Mrnclaus, brings gifts, and sets 
ihcrn on the car, and bespeak* thee kindly, and tends thee on thy 
For of him a guest is mindful all the days of his life, even of 
the how that thews him loving-kindness.' 

So spake he, ami ; .Jdrn-rhrorted Dawn. And 

MtMK-hus, <-•( the loud war cry, drew nigh to them, new itscn from 
his bed, b> fair-haired Helen. Now when the dear son*of Odysseus 
marked him, lie made haste and girt his shining doublet about 
him, and the hero cast a great mantle over his mighty shouldei 
and went forth at the door, and Telemachus, dear son of divine 
Odysseus, came up and spake tu Mt-itclaus, saying: 

'Menciaus, son of Atreus, foster I jus, leader of the 

even now do thou speed me hence, to mine own dear cour. 
even now my heart is fain to come home again. 1 

Then Menelaus,of the lout! answered him: 'Telcmachi 

si lor me, 1 will nor hold thee a long timr hrrr, that art eager to 
rein i think it shame eTen in another hovt, wlx> low over- 

much oi hates overmuch* Measure is best in all things. He does 
wrong wbo speeds a guest that would fain abide, and stays 
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one u-ho u in haste to bo gone. Men should lovingly cm 
present guru .tnd speed cha parting. But sbide till 1 bring 

and set thrm on rhe car an J thine own eye* behold diem, and 
I bid the women to prepare the midday ra£U in the lulls* 
the good store tin . Honou y it is (or us, and 

gain vvjthal for thec, that ye should have eaten well crc yc go on 
your way, over vast and limitless and if thou 

■ led to pass through Hellas and mid Argos? So shall 1 too go 
with dm, and yoke Am horses and lend thee to the towns of men, 
and none shall send us empty away, bur will give us some one 
to take with us, either a tripod of goodly bronze or a cauldron, or 
two mules or a golden chalice," 

Then wise Tekmachus answered him saving: 'Menelaus, son of 
Atreus, foatr Zeus, leader of the peoplt- 

rrtmn even I land, for 1 left none behind to v 

over my goods when 1 departed. I would not that I myself should 
pensh on the que* of my godlike father, nor that any good heir- 
loom should be tost from my h. I 

Now when Menelaus, of the loud war cry, beard this saying, 
straightway he bade hb a i f e and maids to prepare live midday meal 
hi the halls, out of ihe good store they had by them. Then Eteo"< 
*on of Boethoua, came ntfh hi:n. just risen from his bed, for he 
abode not far fro Menelaus of the loud war cry bade 

kind -and roav. of the flesh; and he hearkened and obeyed. 

Tht :itn th* fragrant trrasurc chamlier, 

not aloni v. mIi him, and Me,' . Now, w lien 

they came to the place where the treasures were Mored, then Alriacs 
took a two-handled cup, and bade his son Megapenthcs to bear a 
mixing bowl of silver. And Helen stood by the coffers, whs 
were her robes of curious needlework which she herself Iwd wro< I 
Then Helen, the i 'one and brought it out, the widest 

and most beautifully embroidered of ail* and it ahooc like a star, 
and I " lcnth the 

they went forth through the house till they came to Telema- 
chus; and Menelaus, of the fair hair, spake to him sa* 

Trlrmachus, may Zeus ihr thunder**, *nt\ the loa 
very truth bring about thy irtuni according to the desire of thy 
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heart. And nf the gifts, such as arc bwua stored in my house, 
1 will give thee the goodliest and greatest of price. I will give thee 
a mixing bowl beautifully wrought; it is all of silver and the lips 
thereof are finished with gold, the work of Hephaestus; and the 
hero Phaedimus Use king of the Sidocuin*. gave ii to me when his 
hou*? siielicied me, on rn> thither. Tha\ uld give 

ce.' 

Therewith the hero Atrides set the two-handled cup in his hands. 
And the strong Mcgapcnthes bare the si ilver bowl and set 

it before him. And Helen came up, beautiful Helen, with the robe 
in her hands, and spoke and hailed him: 

'Lot I too give this gift, dear child, a memorial of the hands of 
Helen, against the day of thy desire, even of thy bridal, for tby 
bride to wear it- But meanwhile let it be by thy dear mother in her 
chamber. And may joy go with thee to thy weU-builded house, 
and thine own country/ 

pui it into his hand?, and he took if and was glad. 
And the hero Peisiaratus took the gifts and bid them in the 
of the car, and gazed on all and wondered. Then Mcnelaus of the 
fair hair led them to the house. Then they twain sat them down 
on chairs and high seats, and a handmaid bare water for the hands 
in a goodly golden ewer, and poured it forth over a silver basin to 
wash withal, and drew tu their side a polished table. And a grave 
dame bare wheaten bread and set it by them, and laid on the board 
many dainties, giving freely of such things as she had by her. And 
the son of boethous carved by the board and divided the messes, 
and the son of renowned Mcnelaus poured forth the wine. So they 
stiffened forth their hands upon the gnod chrcr srt hcfnrr tbrm. 
Now when :hcy had put from them the desire of meat and drink, 
then did Telemachus and the glorious son of Nestor yoke the horses 
and climb into the inlaid car. And they dravc Gm 'he gate- 

way and the echoing gallery. After these Mcnelaus, of the fair hair, 
the son of Arrests, went forth bean 1 right hand a golden 

cup of honey-hrarted wine, that tl„ pour a tin nkorTr ring 

ere they deputed. And he stood before the hones awl spakr 

'Farewell, knightly youtlu, and salu-.e in nsy name Nestor, the 
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shepherd of the people; for truly he was gcotk to mc as a father, 
sons of the Achaean* warred in the land of Troy.* 

And wise Tclemachu* answered him, Hying: 'Yea verily, 
fosterling of Zeus we will toll him all on our coming even as thou 
ij>cM. Would God that when I return to Ithaca I may And Odys- 
seus in his home and tell him all, so surely a* now I go on my way 
having met with all loving-kindness at thy lands, and take with 
me treasures many and goodly!' 

And even at he spake a bird (lew forth at his right hand, an ea 
that barr in his claws a great white goose, a tame* fowl from 
yard, and men and women followed shouting. But the bird drew 
near them and flew off to the right, across the horses, and they that 
saw it were glad, and their hearts were all comforted with them. 
And on of Nestor, first spake among rhrm: 

'Consider, Menelaus, fosterling of Zeus, leader of the people, 
whether god hath showed foith this li or for thee 

thyiekV 

So spake he, and the warrior Menelaus pondered thereupon, how 
he should take heed to answer, and interpret it anght. 

And Inng-cobcd Helen took the word and spake, saying: 
mc, anil I will propliew a\ thr* immortals p to my heart, and 

j) I deem ii will be accomplished. Even as yonder eagle came 
down from the hill, the place of his birth and kin, and snatched 
away the goose that ma fostered in the house, even so shall Odysseus 
return home after much trial and long wanderings and take ven 
ance; yea, or even now is he at home and sowing the seeds of t% 
fnr ;ill the wooers.' 

Then win Tclemachus answered her, saying: *Now may Zeus 
otdain it so, Zeus the thundercr and the lord o! Here Thai woul 
I do thee worship, as to a god, even in my boo 

He spake and smote the horses with the lash, and they 

r. I U in eager course through the city. So all 
i .# they swayed the yoke the necks. And the 

sun sank, and all the ways were darkened. And they came to Pticracv 
to the bouse of Diodes, son of Orsilochus, the child bcgi- 
Alphcus. Tlu-rc they rested for the night, and by them he set th» 
entertainment of strangers. 
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Now so soon as roily Dawn shone forth* the ray-fingered, they 
yoked the horses and mourned the inlaid car. And forth they drave 
from tbe gateway and die echoing gallery. And he touched the 
horses with tlse whip to »tan ihetn, and the puis flew cKiward notlung 
loth. And soon thereafter they reached the steep hold of Pylos, Then 
TeJenuchus spake unto the son of Nestor, saying: 

'Son of Nestor, ia what wise mightcn thou make roe a promise 

I and fulfil my bidding? For we claim to be friends by reason of our 
"«•«■ friendship from of old. Moreover, we are equals in age, 
i to our greater lo%e* Take me not hence 
past my ship, Ol of Zcu\ bet leave me there, lest that old 

man keep me in his house in my despite, out ol his eager kindness, 
for I must go right quickly home/ 
So spake he, and the son of Nestor communed wttfa 
heart how he mipht make promise, and duly fulfil the same. S 
he thought thereon, in this wise it seemed to him best. He turned 
back his horses toward the twin ship and the sea-banks, and took 
forth the fair gift* and set them in the hinder part of the ship, the 
tnetw and the gold which Men eta us gave him. And be called to 
Telemachus and spake to him winged words: 

"Now climb the ship with all haste, and bid all thy company do 
likewise, ere ] reach home and bring (he old man word. For well 
I know 11*. my mind and heart that, being so wilful of heart, be 
not let thee go, but he himself will come hither to bid thee to his 
house, and mechinks thai he will not go back without thee; for very 
1 «h will be be despite thine excuse.' 

Thus he spake, and dravt the dowing manes 

back to the town of the Pvlians, and came quickly lo the halls. And 

I Telemachus called to his companions and commanded them, t • 
>e the gear in order, my friends in the black ship, and let 
us climb aboard that we may make way upon our course/ 
So spake he, and they gave j;ood heed and hearkened. Then 
straightway they rmbarked And sat upon the benches. 
-. was be busy hercat and praying and making burnt-c: 
to Athene, by the stem of the ship, when there drew nigh him one 
from a far country, that had slain his man and was fleeing from 
out of Argos. He was a soothsayer and by his lineage he came of 
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Nfcsampus, who of old rime abode in Pylos mother of flock* a 

rich man and one that had an exceedingly goodly house among Uk 

tna, but afterward he had com* to the bnd of strangers, Bating 

country and from Neleus, Use great-hearted, the proudest 

of living men, who kept ail his goods for a full year : All 

that time Melampus lay bound with hard bond* in 

I'hylacua, suffering urong pains for the sake of the daughter 

Neieus, and for the dread blindness of soul which the goddess, 

inyi of the doloro. ; on him. Howsoever, 

M., a™\ dam awiy fhr [awing Vtp*- from Phylaoe 

Pylos, and avenged the foul deed upoo godlike SVlcuv, arxi brougl 

the maiden home to his o*n brother to wiie. As for him, 1* 

to a ODUfil r men, to Argos, the pastureland of horses; 

for there truly it was ordained that he should dwell, bearing rule 

many of the Arrives. There he wedded .1 wife, and hi 

.1 lofty house, anil begat Antipluies and Mamius, two 

sons. Now Antiphatcs begat OicLea tlie great-hearted, and 

iarauf, the rouscr of the host, whom Zeus, lord of the 

and Apollo loved with all maimer of love. Yet he reached not the 

threshold of old age, 1 :n Thebes by reason of a woman' 

jriftv And rlir wmi hewn to him wrrc Alcmaeon anil Ainphilnchi 

But Mamius begat Polypfaesdesand Qestus; In ,•*** tlsac 

the golden-throned Dawn Matched iwayCtckusCoi his very beauty a 

lias he might dwell with 1 

And Apollo made the high-iouled Polyphridei a seer, far the chaaf 

of human kirn), Amphiaruiii bring now dead. He removed 

dwelling to I [yptu ngercd with his father, and here 

and prophesied to all men. 

This mans son it was, Theodymenus by name, that now 

«k3 by Telemachus. And he I m pouring a 

'-.•offering and praying by the swift black dup, and uttering 
I te spake to him winged words; 
since I find thee nuking bum 
pray thee, by thine offerings and by the god. and thereafter h \ 
■pad, and in the name of ih<? men of thy company ansv 
question truly and hide it not. NVlio an thou of tin- wins of 
• v hence ^ Where is thy city, where arc they lliat begat thcei 
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And vrm Tdcmachus answered him, saying: 'Yet now, ftranger, 
1 will plainly tell the* all. Of Ithaca am I by Lineage, and my fattier 
i* Odysseus, if ever such an one there was, but now hath be perished 
by tn ev3 Ease. Wherefore I have taken my company and a black 
ship, tod have gone forth to hear word of my father that has been 
far.' 

Then godlike Trieoelymenut spake to him again: 'Even ao I too 
haw fled frnro my country, for the r ■/. nf one of mine own 

kin. And many brethren and kinsmen of the slain are in Argot, 
the pasturcland of horses, and rule mightily over the Achaean*. 
Wherefore now am I an exile to shun dc.uh and bbdc fate at their 
hands, foe k is my doom yet to wander among men. Now set me 
on board ship* since I supplicate thee ii *, lest tiaey slay 

me utterly; for methinks they follow hard after mo* 

And wiae Telemachus answered him, saying: 'Surely I will not 
drive thee away from our srood ship, if thou an fain to come. Follow 
thou with u- : J in Ithaca thou shalt be wekome to such 

things as wr have." 

Therewith be took from hsm Lis spear of bronze, and laid it along 
the deck of the curved ship, and himself too climbed the seafaring 
ship. Then he sat down in the stern and made Tbcoclymeous to 
sit beside him; and his company loosed the hawsers. Then TeU*< 
chu* called unto his company, and ludr tlsrm by hands on rise 
tackling, and speedily they Iiea/kcncd to his call. So they raised dsc 
mast of pine tree, and set it in the bole of the cross plank and made 
it fast with forestays, and hauled up the white sails with twisted 
rope* of ox-hide. And grey-eyed Athene sent them a favouring 
breeze, rushing violently through the clear sky th.it the ship might 
speedily finish her course over the salt water of the aca. So they 
pasted by Crouni and Quids, a land of fair streams. 

And the sun act and all the ways were darkened. And the vessel 
drev Phtoe, being sped before the breeze of Zeus, and then 

posted goodl ; :*tc the Epeara bear rule. From thence he 

draw on again 10 the Pointed Isles, pondering whether he should 
eacapc death ur be cut off. 

Now Odysseus and the goodly swineherd were supping in the 
hue, and the other men sat at meat with them. So when they had 
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put from them the desire of meat and drink. Odysseus spoke among 
them, to prove the iwil .■net her he would still entertain him 

, and bid h\' tbm in the wrjding or send 

forward tu iIk. 

ren now, Eumacus, and all the others of the company, 
the morning 1 would fain be gone to the town to go a begging, 
that 1 be not ruinous to th>self and thy fellows, N- rnc 

well, and Jrod mr ;i pood giridc by the way to lead me thither; 

;h thr dry will I wandrr alone a* needs 1 murt, if |iei 
one may give me a cup of water and a morse) of bread 
I would go to the house of divine Odysseus and bear tidings 
the wise Penelope, and consort with the wanton wooers, if 
they might gram me a meal out of the boundless sto- 
have by them. Lightly might I do good nong th< 

all *.lui they would. Tor lol I will tell ihee and do thou m 
listen. By the favour of Hermes, the messenger, who give* grace 
.ind >;Iory to all men's work, no mortal m.i til me in the 

business nf a serving mar. tire, in dea 

faggots, and in carving and roasting Besh and in pouring of wine, 

r men serve their betti 
i didst thou speak to him in heaviness of heart, swineherd 
r.um.jcus: "Ah! wherefore, stranger, hath such a thought arisen m 
thine heart? Surely thou art set on perishing utterly there, if thou 
wouldest indeed go into the throng of the wooers, whose outrage 
and violence reacheth even to the iron I such as thou 

are their servants; (hey that minister to them are young and y 
clad in mantles and in doublets, and their heads are anointed with 

ind they of face, and the polished boards are laden 

with bread and flesh and m v. abide here, for none is vexed 

by thy jjcescnLV, neither I not any of my thai are with me. 

when the dflftf *>u of Odysseus comc.v. hr himself will give thee 
am la doublet for raiment, and wdl send thee whitherso- 

ever thy heart and spirit bid thee go.' 
Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus arrowed him: 'Oh, that 

i may** so surety he .-I -her Zeus as rhop art to rn* 

tlsoti didst make me in cease f m) 

Fur there is no other thing more mischievous to men than roamiaj 
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yet for their eursed belly's need men cmiurc sore distress to whom 
come wandering and tribulation and pain. Hue behold now, ancc 
tbou stayest me here, and biddest me wait hit coming, tell me of the 
mother of divine Odyssms, and of tbr f.irher whom ai his oVpartwe 
he left behind him on the threshold of old age; are they, ic may be. 
yet alive beneath the sunlight, cr already dead and within the house 
of Had**?' 

Then spake to him the swineherd, a master of men: 'Yea now, 
stranger, I will plainly tell thee all. Laertes yet lives and prays 
evermore to Zeus that his life my waste fjuin out his limbs w 
las halls. For he has wondrous sorrow for his son that is far away, 
and for the wedded lady his wise wife, whose death afflicted him in 
chief and brought him to old age before his day. Now she died of 
very grief for her son renowned, by an evil deaths so may no DMA 
perish who dwells here and is a friend to me in word and deed! 
So long as she was on earth, though in much sorrow, I was glad 
to ask and enquire concerning her, for that she herself had reared 
me along with long-robed Ctirncnc, her noble daughter, the young- 
est of her children. With her I was reared, and she honoured me 
tittle less than her own. But when we both came to the time of 
our desire, to the Bower of age, thereupon they sent her to Same, 
and got a great bride-price; but my lady clad me in a mantle and a 
doublet, raiment very fair, and g2\t me sandals for my feet and 
sent me forth to the field, and right dear m hem she held me 

hettthiqgl BOW U law am I lacking; yet the blessed gods prosper 
the work of mine own hands, whereat 1 abide. Of ibis ray substance 
1 have eaten and drunken and given to reverend strangers, put from 
lady I may hear nought pleasant, neither word nor d*td* for 

:\ her bou»e* a plague of froward men; yet thralls have 
a great desirr tn speak before their mistress and find out all 
cat and drink, and moreover to cany off somewhat with them to 
the held, such dungs as ever comfort the heart of a thrall.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 'Ah, 

Euraaeus, Isow far then didst thou wander from thine own country 

i th> parents whilp u yet thou vrast hut a child! But come. 

rise this and plain ill. Was a wide-wayed town of 

wherein dwelt thy father and thy lady 
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mother, or did unfriendly men find rhec lonely, tending aherp or 
cattle, and shipped thee thence, and sold thee into the bou- 
thy ouster here, who paid for thee a goodly price?' 

Then spake to him the swineherd, a master of men: 'ikraagtr, 
since thou atkes? and questtonest me hereof, give lieed imw in silence 
and nuke merry, and i iking wine Lo, the nights now 

are of length Ufito]d« Time i» there to sleep, to listen ami 

be glad; tht>u necdest not turn toned before the hour; even loo n 
sleep is vexation of spirit But for the read let bin whose hear 
and mind bid him, go forth .md slumber, and at th : of 

the day let him break hit fast, and follow oar master's swim Bus 

is twain drink aitd feast within the steading, and each 
neighbour's sorrows take delight rccaJIint; them, for even the 
memory of griefs n a joy to a man who hath been sore tried and 
wandered far. Wherefore I will tell thee that whereof thou askest 
and dost question me. 

'There is a certain isle called Syria, if haply thou lust heard 
of it, over above Orrygia, and there are the turning-peace. 
sun. It is not very great in compass though a goodly isle, nch in 
herds, rich in flocks with plenty of corn and wine Dearth m 
enters the land, and no hateful sickness falls on wretched morals. 
But when (he tribes of men grow old in d ; >*n « wnrt Aj 

ui tin? silver bow. with i them with the h 

u gentle shaft?. In that isle arc two cities, and the whole lood 
is divided between them, and my father was king over the twain, 
Qesius son of Ormcnus, a nun like to the Immortals. 

Thither came the Phoetiicians, mariners renowned, greedy mer- 
chant men, wirh countlrcx gauds in a liuck shap. Now in ray (aria's 
bouse was a Phoenician woman, tall and fair And ' bright 

handiwork; this woman the Phoenicians With their sleights be- 
guiled. First as she was washing clothes, one of them by with ber 
In luve by the hollow ship, for love beguile* (he minds of woman 
[ the upright. Then he ai^ tfao she was. and 

whence she lame, and straiglirway she showed hsm the lofty home 
of my father, saying: 

1 "From < Ion I avow that I come, a bod rich in brooa*. 

and 1 am the daughter of An has, the deeply wealthy. But Taptstanav 
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who were sea robbers, laad hinds oo mc and matched mc away as 
I czmr m tmm the Acids, and hrought me hither and sold me into 
fhr house of my m.*cer, who paid for mc a goodly pen 

Then the HMD who had fan red: "Say, 

wouldst thou now return home with us, that thou may* look again 

M loftj houie of thy father and mother and on their bees? 
truly they yet live, and haw a name for wealth." 

Then the woman answrr«! him and spake, saying: "Even this 
may Well be, if ye sailors will pledge mc an oath r. me home 

in safety/* 

!»ike she, and they all wore thereto as she bade them. Now 
when they had sworn and done chat oath, again the woman spake 
among them and answered, tiying: 

' "Hold your peace now, and let none of your fellows speak to me 
and greet me, if they meet me in the street, or even at the well, lest 
one go and tell it b D at home, and he suspect aome^ 

and b:nd me in hard bonds and devise death for all of you. Hut 
keep ye the matter in mind, and speed the purchase of your home- 
ward freight. And when your ship is freighted with stores, Iff a 
rae«sage encne quickly to me at the house; for I will likewise bring 
gold* all that comes under my hand. Yea and there is another dang 
that I would gladly give for my fare. 1 am nurse to the child of my 
lord in die halls, a most cunning little boy, that runs out and abroad 
me. Him would 1 bring on board ship, and he should fetch 
you a great price, wheresoever ye take him for sale among men of 
•range speech." 

• with she went her way to the fair halls. But they abode 

among us a whole year, and | tber much wealth in their 

And when their hollow ship was now laden to depart, 

bttw a messenger to tell the tidings Id the woman. Trirrr came 

a man tCrsed in ; iv father's house, with a golden chain 

strung here and there with amber beads. Now the maidens in the 

md my lad> fling the chain and gazing on 

tod orTcring him their price; hue he had signed Silently to the 

woman, and therewithal gat him away to the hollow ship. Then 

she took me by the hand and led me forth front the house. And at 

the vestibule of the house she found the cups and the tables of tl 
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guests that had been feasting, who were in waiting on my fa:! 
They had gone forth to the session and the place of parley 
people. And she straightway hid three goblets in her bosom, 
them away, and I followed in my innocence. 'i"hen the 
sank and all the w;ys were darkened. And we went quickly and 
urne to the good haven, where was (he sv, .? the Prsoetiician*, 

S<> they climbed on Kurd U il» them, and sail 

over the wet wayv and Zeus sent us a favouring wind. 

'For iSl rjayj we Hiled by day and night continually; bu- 
Zeus, son of Cronos, added the seventh day there: Km 

tb« irchtr, HDOM the woman that dir MI, as a sea-swallow fal 
.'. id. a i'll ngv into ' d ihcy cm her 

of seals and tishes but I was left stricken at heart. And wind and 
■i brought them to Itfa* Laertes bought 

sessions. And thus it chanced that mine eyes 
this land* 

TIsen Odysseus, of the seed of Zeus, aim 

'Euii. ; ly thou hast stirred my heart in ii tin 

tale of ail these thin he sorrow of heart thou hast endured. 

Yet surely Zeus hath given thee good as well as evil, since after all 
thes* adventure! thou hast come to the house of a kindh 
is careful to gi%c thee meat and drink ami tiy,'nt wc\[ tim 
Hut I have come b hrough the many 

Thui they spuke one with the other. Then they bid them down 
tn deep for no king whflt, hut for :i [fittfa mot, for soon came the 
throned Dawn. But un the shore the company nf Teletnachm were 
striking their sails, and took down the mast quickly and town] tlic 
ship on to anchorage. And tlu ■ Bdhon and nude fast 

hawsers, and themselves too stcpt forth upon the strand of 
and made ready the midday meal, and mixed the dark wine. Nc 
when they had pus from them the desire of meat and drink, wii 
•ke among i hem: 

'Do ye now drive the black ship to the city, whil . ■ to 

.»nd to the herdsmen, and at r return to the city, 

when 1 have soon my lands. And in the morning 1 will set by you 

the wages of tin- voyage, a gtwd feast of flesh and nf sweet wiot/ 
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Then godlike Tbcoclymcnus answered him: 'And whither shall 
I go, dear duld ! To what man's house shall I betake me, of such 
jv arc I. 1? Shall 1 get me straight 10 thy mother 

and to thy home?* 

Then wise Tclcrriachus answered him, saying; 'In other case I 
would bid thee go even 10 our own house; for there is no lack of 
cheer for v, but now would it be worse for thyself, foras- 

much as I shall be away nor would my mother see thee. For she 
comes not often in sight of (he wooers in the hmiw, but abides apart 
from them in her upper chamber, and weaves it her web. Yet 
there is one whom 1 will tell thee of, to whom thou may* go. 
I machus, the glorious son of wise Polybus, whom now the men 
of Ithaca look upon, even as if ho were a god. For he is far the best 
man of iheni all, and is most eager 10 wed my mother and to have 
the sovereignty of Odysseus. Howbeit. Olympian Zeus, Am dwells 
in the clear sky, knows hereof, whether or no he will fulfil for them 
the evil day before their marriage.' 

Now even as he spake, a bird flew out on the right, a hawk, the 
swift messenger of Apollo. In hit talons he held a dove and plucked 
her, and died the feathers down to . midway between the 

slup and Telcmachus hur.self. Then Thcocly menus called him 
apart from his fellows, and clasped his hand and spoke and hailed 
hi m : 

■iirely not without the gad's will hath the bird flown 
out on tlse m thai he was a bird mi 

omen. There is no other house mot. ihan yours in the land 

of Ithaca; nay, yc have ever the mastery.' 

And wise Telcmachus answered him, flryiag ; nger, would 

that (his word may he accomplished! Soon shouldest thou be aware 
of kindness and many a gift at my hands, so that whoso met with 
thee would call thee blessed* 

Then he spake to Piraeus, his trusty companion: 'Piraeus, son of 
Clytius, thou that at other seasons hearkenest to me above all my 
company who went with me to Pjrlot, even now, I pray, lead 1 
stranger hnme wiih ther. 1 herd to treat hsra lovingly and 

with v. th) house till I come.' 

Then Piraeus, spearman renowned, answered him saying: 
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'Telemachus, why, even if thou shouldest tarry here long, yet will I 
entertain this man, and he shall have no lack of stranger's cheer.' 

Therewith he went on board, and bade his men themselves to 
mount and loose the hawsers. And quickly they embarked and 
sat upon the benches. And Telemachus bound his goodly sandals 
beneath his feet, and seized a mighty spear, shod with sharp bronze, 
from the deck of the ship and his men loosed the hawsers. So they 
thrust off and sailed to the city, as Telemachus bade them, the dear 
son of divine Odysseus. But swiftly his feet bore him on his for- 
ward way, till he came to the court, where were his swine out of 
number; and among them the good swineherd slept, a man loyal 
to his lords. 



BOOKS 

Tdcmachus scads Euniacus to the city to cdl hit mother of his return. 
And how, in the nsesmiror, Odysseus discovers himself to his soru 

"l^ TOW these twain, Odysseus and the goodly swineherd, 
I ^L] within the hut had kindled a tire, and wore nuking ready 
-L ^| breakfast at die dawn, and had sent forth the herdsmen 
with the drove* ut swine. A«t3 ruund Telemathux die bounds, that 
tore to bark, fawned and barked not, as he drew nigh. And goodly 
Odysseus took note of the fawning of the dogs, and the noise of 
footsteps fell upon his cars. Then straight he spake to Eumaeus 
winged words- : 

'Eumaeus, verily xnmr friend csr some nthrr nf rhy familiars will 
toon be here, fur the dogs do not bark but (awn around, and 1 
catch the sound oi footstep*." 

While the word was yet on has lips, bis own dear son stood at 
the entering in of the gate. Then the swineherd sprang up in 
amazement, jimI uut of his hands fell the Tesscts wherewith be was 
busied in mingling the dark wine. And lie came over against fail 
roaster and kissed his bead and both his beautiful eyes and both 
his hands, and he let n K*cat tear fail. And even at a loving father 
welcomes his son that has come in the tenth year from a far country, 
vnly son and well-beloved, fee whose sake he hat had great 
sorrow and u the goodly swineherd fall upon 

neck of godlike TeJcmachus, and kiss him all over as one escaped 
from death, and he wept aloud and spake to him winged words: 

Thou are come, Tdesnaebus, a swtct light in the dark ; methought 
1 should see the* never again, after thou hadst gone in thy ih> 

s. Nay now enter, dear child, that my heart may be glad at 
the sight of thee in mine house, who hast newly come from aLr. 
For thou dost not often visit the held and the herdsmen, but absdest 

thy good pleasure been, to look on the 
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Then wise Teknuchu J him, saying: *So be :(, ( > 

as thou B like am 1 come hither to see the* 

mine m, md EC beat from thj Up whether my mother yei 
in the halls or another has mil the » 

Odysseus perchance, lies in lack of b> ind deep in 

spider- web*.* 

Then the swineherd, 8 matter of men, answered him: 
she abides with patient spirit in I i!y for her the 

night-. [ways and tlv days, in ars.' 

So he spake and took from hhn the speai of bronze. Then 
Tckmachus passed within and crowed the threshold of sto.'i 
he came near, his father Odysseus arose from his seat to giw 

but TeJenuchus, on It I him and spake, saying : 

'Be seated, stranger, and we will fin where in 

our v and thru- h a tnin here to «*i i 

So he spake, and O* ml back and sat him down 

And i herd trewedfbt i kmtchiugr«eabradawood 

and a fleece thereupon, .ind thev | y the dear son of 

aal him down. Nex; the swineherd set by them platters of roast 
flesh, the fragment that were left from the meal of yesterday. And 
wheatm bread be briskly heaped I etl, and mixed the 

■ sweet wine in a goblet of ivy wood, and himself sat down 
over against divine Odysseus. So they stretched forth their hands 
upon the good cheer tec before them. Now when they had pat from 
them the desire of meat and drink, Telemaehut spake in the goodly 
swineherd. 

'Father, whence came this stranger to thce : How did 
bring him to lihaca? and who did they avow them to be? 
no wise, 1 deem, did he 'ier by 1 

Thri answer, swineherd Eurnae now, 

my son, 1 will tell thee all the truth. Of wide Crete he 
to be ! -\ and he says that rou all he 

has wandered at advent u o has some god spun for him the 

thread of fate. But now, as a runaway fa The* 

ns, has he come ;o my steading, and t > m to thee 

En tfaj man; do wkh hlin u thou wilt: -■« him for tl 
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Then wise Tdetnacbus answered him. saying: Lumacus, verily 
a bitter word is this that thou speakest. t low indeed shall 1 receive 
this guest in ray house? Myself I am young, and trust doc 
my strength of hands to defend me against the man who does 
violence without a cause. And ray mother has division* ol I 
whether to abide here with me and keep the house, respecting the 
bed of her lord and the voice ot the people, or sir. to go 

with whomsoever of the Achaean* that woo her in the hall* 
best man, and gives movt bridal gift*. But beheld, as for tliis guest 
oe, now that he ha* come tn thy house, I will I IdcIm him in 
a mantle ami a doublet, goodly raiment, And I will give him a two- 
edged sword, and shoes for his feet, and send him on his way, 
whithersoever his heart and his spirit bid him go. Or, if thou wilt, 
n the steading and rake care of him. and raiment 1 
will send hithrr, and all manner of (bod BO mt, trut he be not ruinous 
to thee and to thy fellows. But thitlicr into live company of the 
wooers would I not sutler him to go, for they axe exceeding full of 
infatuate insolence, lea they mock at him. and that would be a sore 
grief to me. And hard It is for one man, how valiant soever, to 
achieve aught among a multitude, for verily they are far the 
stronger." 

Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him: 'My f 
since it is indeed my right to answer thee withal, of a truth my 
heart : ords, such infatuate deeds ye say the 

wooers deviw in the halls, in despite of thee, ■ man so noble. Say, 
dost thou l to oppression, or do the? people 

through the township hate thee, obedient to the voice of a god? Or 
lust thou cause to blame thy brethren, in whose battle a ma: 
trust, even if a great feud arise Ah, would that 1 had the youth, 
as now I haw thfl siKrit, and were either the son of noble Odysseus 
or Odysseus* very sell,' straightway then nger sever 

my head from off my neck, if I went not to the halls of Odysseus, 
son of Laertes, and made myself the bane of every nun a 
them! But if they should overcome me by numbers, being but one 
far rather would I die slain in mine own 
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halls, than witness fcr ever these unseemly deeds, strange?* sli 
fully entreated, and mm haling tlse harwlr wbc 

through the fair lxrusr and wine drawn wjitcfully ami die wooers 
devouring food all recklessly witho.i >t a work that knows 

no ending/ 

Then wise "Memachus answered him, saying: 'Yea now, stranger, 
I will plainly tell rhoe all. There is no grudge and haired borne 
mi' by the whole people, neither hav .me my brethren, 

in whose battle a man pat! trust, even if a great feud arise. 
thus, as thou sec st, Cronion has made us a home n( : 
Areeisius got him one only son Laertes* and one only son Odysseus 
was begotten of his father, and Odysseus left me the only child of 
his getting in these halls, and had no Joy of me; wherefore now 
foemen innumerable in ibe house. For .*l! the noblest that arc 
princes in the island.*, in Dub'chium and Same and wooded Zocyn* 
thus, and as m.my as lord it in rocky Ithaca, all these woo my 
mother and waste my house. But a* for her she neither refuseth 
the hated bridal, nor hath the heart to make an end; so they devour 
and mini&h my house; and ere long wiD ihey make havoc likewise 
of myself- Howbeit these things surely lie cm the knees of the 
gods. Nay, father, but do thou go with haste and tell the. constant 
Penelope that she hath got me safe and that I am come up ou 
Pyloa. As for me, 1 will tarry here, and do thou return hither when 
thou hast told the tidings to her alone; but of the other Achaean* 
let no man learn it. for there be many that devise mischief against 
me/ 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumaeus: "I mark, I 
heed, all this thou speakest to one with understanding. Bat come, 
declare me this and refl it plainly; w he th ei or an 1 shall go rbt> same 
road with tidings to Lienes, that hapten nun, who till lately, drspitr 
his great sorrow for Odysseus* sake, yet had oversight of the tallage, 
and did eat and drink with the thrall; in his hosts*, as octea as bis 
bean within him bade him. But new, from the day that thou 
wentest in thy ship to Pjrlos, never to this boor, they say, hath he 
so nstsck at eaerts and drunken, nor looked to the latsnssta of the 
Deki, but with gnuauig assd l a mer* a rion he sits sorrowing, and 
the Bcsfa wastes away stboot kit 
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Then wise Tescmachin uuwejed him, saying; 'All ike 
grievous it is! yet will wc let him br, though wc sorrow 
For it men might in any wise have all their will, we should 
aught else choose the day of my father'* returning. But do 
when thou haa tnlr! the tiding* mroe straight hack, and go 
wandering through the fields 4(101 Laertes. But speak 10 my mother 
thai will) ill speed she send forth the house-dime her handmaid, 
secretly, (or she might bear tidings to the old man.' 

With that word he roused the swineherd, who took his sandals 
in his hands and bound them beneath his feet and departed tor 
the city. Now Athene noted Eusnaeus the swineherd jsass from the 
steading, and she circs the semblance ot a woman fair and 

tall, and skilled in splendid handiwork. And she stood in presence 
manifest to Odysseus over against die doorway of the hut; bat it 
was so that TeWmachus saw her not be/ore him and marked h< 

for the gods in no wiv? appear visibly to all. But Odyi 
was ware of her and the dogs likewise, which barked not, but with 
a low whine shrank cowering to the far side of the reading. Then 
she nodded at him with bent brows, and goodly Odysseus perceived 
It, and came forth from the room, oast the great wall of the yard, 
and stood before her. and Athene spake to hint saying: 

'Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many devices, 
now is the hour 10 reveal thy word to thy son, and hide it not, that 
ye twain having framed death and doom for the wooers, may fare 
to the famous town. Nor will I, even I, be long away from you, 
being right eager for b.r 

Therewith Arhcoc touched him with her golden wand. First 
she cast about his breast a fresh linen robe and a doublet, and she 
increased his bulk and bloom. Dark his colour grew again, and 
his cheeks filled out, and the black beard spread truck around his 
chin. 

Now she, when she had so wrought, withdrew again, but Odysseus 
went into the hut, and his dear son marvelled at him and looked 
away for very fear lest it should be a god, and he uttered his voice 
and spake to him winged wor. 

is now. stranger, thou art other in my sight than that thou 
wen a moment since, and other garments thou hast, and the colour 
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of thy skin is no longer the same. Surely thou an a god of those 
ill. i- keep tl ■■■ i. Kay then, be gracious, that we may 

oflcr to thee -iing sacrifices and golden gift*, beautifull] 

wrought; and spare us I pray thee/ 

Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him, savin 
hold, no god am I ; why likenest thou me to the immortals ? nay, 
thy father am 1, fur whose sake thou sufferesx many pains and 
groancst sore, and submiuest thee to the cV : ; en.' 

At the word he kissed his son, and from his cheeks let a t< 
to earth: before, he had stayed the tears continually. Hut Tclcma-- 
chus (for at yet he believed not that it was his father) answered 
in turn u a ying: 

'Thou an not Od)ssetis my father, but some god b< 
that 1 may grain for more exceeding sorrow. For it cannot be thai 
rtal man should contrive this by the aid of his own wit. unJcs* 
a god were himself to visit him, and lightly of his own will to make 
him young or old For mil), but a moment got rtoldand 

foully claV. m tl>cu ait like the go keep the 

.ven: 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answ. 

:.-machut, .c not to marvel overmuch that thy I 

is come home, or to l>c amazed. Nay, for thou shalt find no other 
Odysseus come hither anymore; hut In, I, all u I - sufferings 

and much wandering hi it year to mine own 

country. Behold, thit is the work of Athene, > the spoil, 

who makes me such manner of man as she will,— for with her it 
is possible,— now like a beggar, and now again like a young man, 
and one clad about fa \ Easy it is for the gods who 

keep Use wide heaven to glorify or to abase a mcwi 

With this word then he sat down again; but Telcmachu-% flinging 
himself upon his noble father's neck, mourned and shed tears, and 
in both their hearts arose the desire of lame 1 .nd they wailed 

aloud, v or vultures of crooked 

claws, whose yutim;' 

rrc yet they are Hedged, i i ly Ml the uws beneath tiseir 

brows. And n; have gone down upon their 

sorrowing, had not Tclemachus spoken to his father suddr.i 
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! :n what manner of ship, father dear, did sailors it length 
bring thre hither to Ithaca? and who did they avow them to be? 
For in no wise, I deem, didst thou come hither by land.' 
And the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him: Tea now, my 
1,1 will tell thee all the truth. The Phaeacians brought me 
hither, mariner* renowned, who speed other men too upon their 
way, whosoever comes to them. Asleep in the swift ship they bore 
me over the seas and set me down in Ithaca, and gave me splendid 
gifts, bronze and guld in plenty and woven raimenu And these 
treasures are lying by the gods* grace in the caves. But now I am 
come hither by the promptings of Athene, that we may take counsel 
for the slaughter of the foemen. But come, tell rne all the tale of 
the wooers and their number, that I may know how many and what 
men they be, and that so I may commune with my good heart 
advise me, whether m thai! be able atone to make head 

against them without aid, or whether we should even seek succour 
(vers." 

Then wise Tclemachtis answered him, saying: "Verily, father, I 
have ever heard of thy great farm-, fur .1 warrior hardy of thy hands, 
and sage in counsel. But this is a hard saying of thine: awe comes 
over me; for it may 00c be that two men should do battle with many 
men and stalwart. For of the wooers there are not barely ten nor 
twice tea only, but many a decad more: and straight shall thou 
learn the tale of them ere we part. From Dulkhium there be two 
and fifty chosen lords, and six seiving men go with them; 
out of Same four and twenty men; and from Zacyntbus there are 
twenty lords of the Achaean*; and from 1' I : full twelve men 

of the best, and with them Motion the henchman, and the d 
mtnstrrl, and tun xnjirn skilled in carving viands. If wr shall 
encounter all these within the halls, see thou to k, lest bitter and 
baneful for us be the vengeance thou takest on thesr violence at 
thy coming. But do thou, if thou c ik of some champion, 

advise thee of any that may help us with all his heart/ 
Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him, saying: 
Tea now. I will tell thee, and do thou mark and listen to me, and 
consider whether Athene with Father Zeus will sufike for us twain, 
or whether I shall cast about for some other champion.' 
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Then wise T i . answered htm, xayin 'lpe**> 

. :lv:»j lumtM, whose seal U .lull in l!w t.Iouds, 

jIc among all men Bad among the death lea* god*!* 
I hen the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him: 'Vet will the 
■ig keep aloof from tin- strong tumult of war, when 
between the wooers and us in my halli i- of the n ti 

of Arcs. Bui as now. do thou go lsomcward at the brca 
the day, and consort with uSl- proud wooers. As for me, the 
swineher »wn later in the day, in the likeness 

of a begn^r. 2 wretched man and an old. And if tlscy shall evil 
entreat me in Use house, let thy heart harden itself to endi ; 
I am shamefully handled, yea even if they drag me by the feet 

. or cast at mc and smite roc: 
do thou bear the sight. Howbeu thou shal: surety bid them cease 

1 their folly, exhorting them with smooth words; yet no whst 
will they hearken, nay for the day of their doom is at hand. Yec 

be* thing will 1 tell thee, and do thou pood' by heart. 

When Athene, of deep counsel, shall t> heart, I 

nod to thee with my head and do thou note it, and cany 
thy weapons of wax that lie in the hall.% and lay them down every 
one in the secret place of the lofty dumber. And when the wooers 
miss them and ask thee concerning them, thou shilt beguile them 
with soft wonts, sa;, 
* "Out of the smoke I laid them by, since they were no longer 

those that Odysseus left behind him of old when be went to 
Troy, but they U marred: so mightily hath passed upon 

them the vapour of fire. Moreover, Cronion hath pot into my heart 
this other and greater c.irr, that perchance, when ye are beat 
wine, ye set a quarrel between you and wound one die other and 
thereby shame the fra* and the wooing; for 'self draws a 

man thereto." But for us twain alone 1 1 swords and two 

spears arid two shields of oxhide to grasp, tin: « 4i upon 

the arms and sri< .inri then shall Pallas Athene and 2 

the counwllor enchant the wooers to their ruin. Yet another thing 

md do thou ponder it iti thy h« 
thou art ray son and of our blood, then Ik no man hear that Odya- 
comc home; neither let Laertes know it, nor the swineherd 
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nor any of the household nor Penelope herself, bu: let me and dice 
atone discover the Intent of thr woenrn- Yra, .ind we would more- 
over make trial OJ i of thr men among thr thralls arvl 
who' of them chance* to honour us and 10 fear us heartily, and 
who regards us oc: >d holds even thec in no esteem, 10 
B man as thou art," 
Then his renowned ion answered him, and said: "O ray father, 
isth thou shah learn, met h inks, even hereafu nrk I 
am of, for no whit doth folly raossess me. But I deem not that this 
•: gainful \* to give heed. 
For tlx>u shall he Ion? time on thy road to little purpose, making 

n, while thou viatest the farm lands; but al 
tn thy halls the wooers devour thy goods with ibbdL I now 

there Is no sparing. Howbeit I would have tl knowledge 

•nt- men, who they be that dishonour thec. and who arc guilt- 
less. But of the men I would not ih.it wc should m.ikc trial in the 
steadings, but that we should we to r- ndeed 

thou knowest tome sign from Zeus, lord of the aegis.' 

Thus they spake one to the other. And now the wetl-builded ship 
wj-. being brought to Land at !ih.ica, the ship ihat bora Tclcmaehus 
from Pylos with all his company. When they were now come 
the deep harbour, ihr men drew up the bbek chip on the shore, while 
. haughty of heart, bare away their weapons, and straightway 
carried thr glorious gifts to the hou«* of Oytiuv. Anon they sent 
forward a hrrjld to i!h? houw* of Odywus to bear the tiding* Id 
prudent I'. >iw Tclcmaehus was in the fiel.' 

had bidden the ship sail to the city, lest the noble queen should be 
and let the round tears fill. So these two I herald 

and the goodly winehrrd, com on the «m»- errand to tell all to the 
lady. Now when they were got to t of the divine king, 

the herald spake out among all the handn 1 ig: 

'Verily, O hy son hath come out of Pylos.' 

But the swineherd went up to Penelope, and told her all that her 
r eon had bidden him say. So, when he had declared all that 
had been enjoined him, lie went on his; way to the swine and left the 
cntkttuie and the hall. 

■■mfinifari 
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wooer* were troubled jiuI downca-a in sptnt. 

weal boa the hdl p e court, and there 

in front of the- g* -m. And huryrnachu* 

of Polybus first xjukc among them 

I deed hath Tclrrnarlui* .ircornplishr ' 
i;h hand, i \\c nil 

bring It r " P*M> Uut come, launch wc .1 black ship, die best there is 
in u g oarsmen of the sea, who shall suaightnjy 

bear wvjrd to our friends to return boon with speed/ 

The wot. ■ ■ . Amphimomus turned 

plflCC lad BW the ship within the deep harbour, atwl iIjc urn 

vul> and with ill*, thtif hands* Then sweetly he 

laughed out and spoke among hit I 

. lit us now send no message an I i »r lo» they are come 

home. Eit!>er some god hi - m all or they themselves hare 

seen the ship erf T fJ Cf MCh m go by, .ind hase nut been 
catch her.' 

1 hus he spake, and tru | k! went to the sea-banks. St 

SMI drew up the black ship on the shore, and squire*, haughty 
of heart, birr amy their WtopOot. And the wooers all togr* 

bly-plscc^ and suffered none other id M with thrrn, 
either of the young men or of the elders. Then rWlootu spolua 
among thorn, the son of Eupcitbes: 

'Lo now, how the gixls have delivered this man from hi 
case! All day long di< ! t along the windy headlands, ever 

: nick succession, and at the going down of die tun wo neves* 
rested fur a night upon the shore, but sailing with out sw 

lie high seas we awaited the bright I for 

Trfenuchus, that we tki and day the man lumself; but 

meanwhile some god has broughr hirn home- But even here 
us devise an evil end for him, even for Telenuk 1 him 

not escape out of our hands, for methinks 1! 
shall never ach>c\ Jc of our*. For he himself has under- 

state . unsel and wisdom, and the people no longer ahow 

fie assembles, 
to the gathering; fur nseihitiks than he will in nowise be slack, but 
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will be exceeding wroth, and will stand up and speak out among 
them all, and tell how \vc pi .ainst him sheer destruction but 

did no* overtake him. 'Ihen will they not approve us, when they 
hear these evil deeds. Beware then lest they do us a harm, and 
drivr us forth fmm OUT country, .ind Wl COM to the hud 
strangers N. us be beforehand and llkt liitn in the field 

far from the city, or by the way; and let us ourselves keep his live- 
lihood and his possession*, making fair division among us but the 
house we would give to his mother to keep and to whomsoever 
marries fc tying likes you not, but ye chose rather 

that he should live and keep the hetita. lather, no longer 

then let us gather here and cat all I of pleasant substance, 

but let each one from hall woo her with his bridal | 

and seek to win her; so should the wed the man that gives the 
most and comes as the chosen of fate." 

So lie spake, and dicy all held their peace. Then Amphinomus 
made harangue and spake out among them; he was the famous son 
of Ntsu* the prince, the son of Arenas, and he led the wooer* that 
came from out Dulichium. a land rich in wheat and grass, and more 
than all the res: wrre pirating to Penelope, tor he wa« 

of an understanding mirv. iow of hit good-will he made 

harangue, and spake UDOOg the 

>ds, I lot one would not choose to k-.U Tcsernachus; it is a 
fearful dung to slay one of the stock of kings! Nay, first let as seek 
to the counsel of the gods, and if the oracles of great Zeus approve, 
myself 1 will slay him and bid all the rev to aid. Bui if the gods 
are disposed lu aveii it. 1 bid you to refrain.* 

So spake Amphinomus and his saying pleased them wcLL Then 
straightway they arose and went to the house of Odysseus, and 
ring in sat down on the polished seats. 

The 'i I Penelope had a new thought, namely, to show 

rselE to the wooers, so despiteful in their insolence; for she had 
hrard of die death of her son that was to be in the halls, seeing 

it Medon the henchman had told her of it, who beard their 
So she went on her way to the hall, with the women her 
handmaids- Now when that fair lady had come unto the wooers, she 
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stood by thr pillar of the svell-builrird roof, holding up her glittering 
ma her face, and rebul 

'A urinous, full of oil insolence, deviser of mischief! and ye* they 
say that in the land of Ithaca thou art chiefest among thy peers 
ID counsel and in tpctC < h rr.:in .i -elf- 

Fool! why indeed <kir itrive death and doom for Trlrma- 

dstts, regard UMO vlso have Zeus to witrv«? 

Nay hut it is an impious dung m CDOtrive e*. hei. 

What I knowest thou no: of the day when thy father fled to this 
house in fear of the people, f©T re exceedingly wroth 

against him, because he had followed with TaphUn sea robbers and 
harri«l the Thesprorians, who Were Bl jv is. So they wished 

to dm ray thy father and wrm from him his (War lil -rl* 

todevouf .ill bis sreat and abundant livelihood yed 

and Withheld them, for all their desire. His house thou now a 
sumest ffithen ien:, and his wife thou wooest, and would a 

stay his son, and dost greatly grieve me. But I bid thee cease, and 
command the others to do like* 

Thei , son of Palytms, anawe/ed her saying: '!> 

ter of Icarius, wise Penclojx 1 , take courage, and Id not thy heart be 
careful for these things. II not, nor shall be, nor ever shall 

be born, that shall stretch forth hil th> 

SOC, whilr I I ill 1 

declare Id d K, ind it shall surely come to paw. Right quickly shall 
the black blood of such an one flow about cv Mysseua, 

waster of cities, of a I many a time set me too upon his 

knees, and gave me roasted flesh into my hand, and bold the red 
wine to my Up* Wherefore Telentscbus is far the dearest of all 
men to me. and I bid him have no fear of death, not from the 
wooers' 1 • gods none may a- 

Thus he spake comforting her, but wis himself the while framing 
death for her son. 

Mow the ascended to her sh pfser chamber, and then was 

g Odysseus, her dear lord, till grey •eyed Athene cast sweet 

sleep upon nr * 
And in the evening the goodly swineherd came back to Odysseus 
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\<m, and they made rtcdy and served rhr supper, when they 
ittced a swine of a year ciLi. Then A I Xlys- 

seus, 100 of Laertes* and smote him with her wand, and mode hint 
into in old nun again. In sorry raiment she clad him about his body, 
lest the swineherd should look on him and know him, and depart to 
tell die constant Penelope, and not keep the matter in his heart. 

Then Tcsemachus spake first to the vwincherd, sa\ 

Tboti hast come, goodly Eurrurus. What news U there in the 

ft? Are the lordly wooers now come in (rem their ambush, or 

do they still watch for me as before 00 my homeward v. 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumaeut: *I had no 
mind to go down uV ug and inquiring hereof; my heart 

bade me get me borne again, as quick as might be, when once I had 
told the tiding*. And the swift messenger from thy company joined 
himself unto roc, the henchman, who was the first tn tell the news 
to thy mother. Yet this, too, I know, if thou woukkst hear; for I 
beheld it with mine eyes. Already had I come in my faring above 
the city, where is the hill Hermaean, when I marked a swift ship 
entering our haven, and many men there were in her, and she was 
Lden with shields and two headed spears* and mcthought they 
were the wooers, but 1 know not at all.' 

So spake he, and the mighty prince Telemachus smiled, and 
glanced at his father, while he shunned the eye of the swineherd. 

Now when they had ceased ErOffl the wrirk and gut su|jjict 
they fell to farting, and their hearts lacked not ought of thr equal 
banquet. But when they had put from them the desire of meat and 
dnnk, they bethought them of rest, and took the boon of sleep. 



BOOK XVII 
Tclcmachus relates to his mother what Ik K*I heard of Prlos and Spina 

SO SOON as early Dawn show fonh, the rosy-fingered, then 
Tclcmachus, the dear son of divine Odysseus, bound beneath 
his feet his goodly sandals, and took up his mighty spear : 
fitted his grasp, to make for the city; and he spake to his swineherd, 
saying : 

"Vcnly, father, I am hound for the city, that my mother may see 
n tfainkj thai she will not cease, from grievous wi 
tearful lament, until she beholds ray very face. But this command 
I give thee: Lead this stranger, the hapkss one, to the city, :hat 
there he may beg his meat, and whoso chooses will give him a morsel 
of bread and a cup of water. As for myself, I can in no wise suffer 
every guest who comrs to me, so afflicted ami 

stranger be sore angered hercat, the man- I it be for 

himself; howbeit I for one love to speak the truth/ 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 'I too, my 
friend, have no great liking to be left behind here. It is better :har 
a beggar should be in thr town than in the fields and 

whoso choose* will give it nic. For I am not now of an age '« 
at the steading, and to obey mgs the word of tlsc ouster. 

Nay go, and this man that thou btddest will lead me, so toon as I 
shall be warmed with the fire, and the sun waaw hoc For woefully 
poor are these garments of mine, anil I fear last the boar frost of the 
dawn overcome me; moreover >c H] is far away.' 

So he spake, and Tdemachus passed out duuugh the sir 
stepping forth at a qukk pace, and was sowing seeds of o 
the wooers. Now when he was come id yiog house, he 

set his spear against the tall pillar and leaned li msclf 

went in and crowd thr threshold of stone. 

And the nurse Eurycleia saw him far before the rest, as she was 
strewing skin coverlets upon the carven chairs, and straightway she 

safl 
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drrw near him, weeping, and all the other maidens of Odysseus* of 
the hardy heart, were gathered about him, and kitted him lovingly 
on the head and shuulder*. Now nix; Penclupe c~ h from 

her chamber. Kike Artemis or golden Aphrodite, and cast her arms 
about her dear son, and £c!3 a weeping and kissed his bee and both 
his beautiful eyes, and wept aloud, and spake to him winged words: 

'Thou art come, Telemachus, a sweet light in the dark; nw- 
thought I should m t>» . ;ain, after thou ludst gone * 

■hip to Pylos, secretly and without my will, to seek tidings of thy 
dear father. Come now, tell mc, what sight thou didst get of him t" 

And wise Telemachus answered her, saying: "Mother mine, wake 
not wailing in my soul, nor stir the heart within the breast of me, 
that have but now fled from utter death. Nay, but wash thee in 
water, and take to thee fresh raiment, and go aloft to dune upper 
chamber with the women thy handmaids, and vow to all the gods 
an acceptable sacrifice of hecatombs, if haply Zeus may grant that 
deeds of requital be made. But 1 will go to the assembly-place to bid 
a stranger to our house, ore that accompanied me as I came hither 
from Pylos. I D i forward with my godlike company, and 

commanded Piraeus to lead him home, and to take heed to treat 
him lovingly and with worship till I should coax.' 

Thus he spake, and winces* her speech remained. And she 
washed her in water, and took to her fresh raiment, and vowed to 
all the gotk an aernitahfa fl of hecatombs if haply Zeus 

might gum that deeds of requital should be nude. 

Now Telemachus went out through the hail with the spear in his 
hand: and two swift hounds bare him company. And Athene shed 
on him a wondrous grace, and all the people marvelled at him as 
he camr. And the lordly wooers gathered ahout him with fair 
words on their lips, but hmoding evil in the deep of their heart* 
Then he avoided the great press of the wooers, but where Mentor 
sat, and Antiphus, and Halitherses, who were friends of his house 
from of oW, there he went and sat down; and they asked him of all 
Ins adventures. Then Piraeus, the famed spearunan, drew rn'gb, 
leading the stranger to the assembly-place by the way of the town; 
and Telemachus kept not aloof from him long, but went 19 to 
him. 
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Tlirn Piraeus fun spake to him, uyifl the women straisj 

way logo to my house, dot I nuy send thee the gift* that Mcneiatu 

Then wi« Telemaehus answered him, joying: 'Piraeus, we know 
not how those matters will fall out. If the lordly wooer* shall slay 
me by gnife in the IviMv, and dirid rhrrn the heritage of 

my father, then I should wish thee l 

self, rather than any of these. But if 1 shall sow the seeds of death 
and fate for the wooers, then gladly bring me to the house the gilts 
1 will gladly take/ 

Thrrewirh ho led l-worn stringer to the house. Now 

when ihoy came to the fair-lying palace, they laid aside tiieir 
BU mica on the chairs and high seals, ami he polished baths 

and bathed them. So when the maidens had bathed them and 
anointed them with ind cast about them thick roar 

and doublets, they came forth from the baths, and tat upon the 
seats. Tlieii the li.iriilniaiil bare waier for the h 

icn ewer, aisd poured it forth over a silver basin to wash withal, 
and drew to their side a polished table. And the grave durnc bare 
I n bread, and sec i: by th lid on the board many 

dainties, giving freely of such things at she had by be; 
mother of Telrmachus sat over ag.unu him by the pillar of the ha! 
leaning against a chair, and ginning the slender threads from 1K1 
yarn. And they stretched fc >on the good cheer 

set before them. Now wba they had put from them the doisre of 
1:, the wise Pi- >t spake amev 

Tdrand po up to my upper crumb. 1 

me in my bed, the place of my groaning.v watered by 

my tears since the day that Odysseus departed with the son.- 
Atreus foe llios. Yet thou hadst no care to tell me clearly, before 1 
lordly wooers came to this house, concerning the returning of thy 
father, if haply thou lusr heard thereof.' 

And mm Tclcmachus answered Iser, u OOtfur, 

1 wil tell thee all the truth. W« went to Pyloa and 10 Nestor, the 
shepherd of the people, and he received me in has lofty house, and 
was diligent to entreat me lovingly, as a father might his son that 
had but newly come from strange lands after m. even 
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diligently he cared for me with his renowned sons. Yet be said 
he had heard no word from any man on earth concerning 
Odysseus, of the hardy heart, whether alive or dead. But he sent 
me forward on my way with horses and a chariot, well corn] 
tu Kfenelaus, «>n nf Airriix, spearman renowned. Tlsere 1 sai 
Arrive Helen, lor whose sake the Argivcs and Trojans bore much 
travail by the gods' designs. Then stra Mcnelaus, of 

loud war id mc on what quetf 1 had cornc to 

Lacecbernon. And I tdd him all :he truth. Then he made answer, 
and spake, saying: 

'"Out upon ihem, (or truly in the bed of a biavc-hcartcd man 
were they minded rj rj cravens as they arel Eren as 

a rund hath couched her newborn fawns unwearied in a stroi 
lion's lair, and searcheth ou: the mountain-knees and grassy hi 
seeking patrii afterward the lion cometh In 

and seodeth forth unsightly death upon that pair, even so dull 
Odysseus send forth unsightly death upon the wooers. Would to 
our father Zeus, and Athene and Apollo, would (tutf in such might 
as when of old in stablished Lesbos he 1MB up in strife and wrestled 
lomrletdt's, and threw him and all the Aehaeans 

r n"iccd; would that in such strength Odrsieus might consort with 
the wooers; then sl*>u1d they all haw swift fate and hitter wcdl- 
But for that whereof thou askest and cntrcotest mc, he sure I wiB 
not swerve from the truth in au$ht that I say, nor deceive thee; 
but of all that the ancient one of thr* wa. whose speech is moth. 
declareth to me, not a word will I hide or keep from dire. He said 
that be saw Odysseus in an island, suffering strong pains in the 
halls of the nymph Calypso, who holds him there perforce; so that 
be may not come to has own country, for he has by him no ships 
with oars, and no companions to send him on his way over the 
broad back of the sea." So Bpaka Menclaus, son of Atoms, spears- 
nun renowned. Then having fulfilled ail, 1 set out for home* and 
the deothlt* gods gave me a bar wind, and brought me swiftly so 
mine own dear country.' 

So he spake, and stirred her heart within her breast. And next 
the godlike Thrnclymrnu* spake among ihnn: 

T> wife revered of Odysseus, son of layrtrt, verily lie haih no 
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cle3f knowledge; but my word ilo thou mark, for I will prophesy 
10 ihcc mo* truly and hide nought. Now Zeus be witness be- 
any god, and this hospitable board and this hc-arrh of noble Od\ 
seus, w hereunto I am come, that Odysseus is even now of a suret 
his own country, resting or faring* learning of il^ese evil d. 
lowing the seeds of evil fur all the mx>cii. So thjr wj» the umen 
of die bird tlut I uw a* 1 sat on the decked ship, and 1 proclaimed 
it to Tclcmachuj.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him. \h» stranger, would 

that this thy word may be accomplished! Soon shoulder thou 
aware of kindness and of many a gift at my lunds, 10 that what 
met with thee would call thee blessed.' 

Thus they spjkc one to the ether, l: .1 1 1, c woocts meantime were 
before the palace of Odysseus, beir pleasure in castiru 

.his rod of spears on a levelled place, as heretofore, in their 
insolence. Hut when :t wax now the luiur for su]>i>e7. and tl»e flocks 
came home from the fields a 1 around, and the men led them whose 
custom it was, then Mcdort, who of all the henchmen was most to 
their mind, and was ever with them ast, spake to 

saying: 

'Noble youths, now that yc have had ipcx rueni, 

xet you into the bouse, that we may make ready a feast; for truly 
it is no bad thing to take meat in season.' 

Even so he spake, and they rose up and departed, 
obedienc to his word. Now when they were come into the fair-lying 
bouse, they laid aside their mantles on the . h teats, 

and they sacrificed great sheep and stout goa: 1 the failings 

of the boars and an heifer of the herd, and got ready the feast. 

Now all (fell while Odysseus and the goodly swineherd were be- 
stirring them to go from the field to the city; and the swineherd, 
a maacrof men, spake first saying: 

'Wctl, my friend, forasmuch as I see thou art eager to be 
10 the city to-day, even as my master gave command;— though 1 
1 would well that thou shouldcrt be left here to keep the at 
ing, but I hold htm in reverence and fa M chide me after- 

wards, and grievous arc the rebukes of master*— <omr dim, let 
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go on our way, for lo, the day is for spent, and soon wilt thou find 
It colder toward evening. 1 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 1 mark, 

1 heed; all this thou speaker co one wish understanding. But Ic: 

u% be going, and be thou my guide withal to the end. And if thou 

i-vwhwc a start ready • me to lean upon, for truly 

slippery was the Vnf* 

Therewith hr COM about his shoulder* a mean scrip, all tattered, 
Uftd a cord vrithal to hang it, sod EwnsttlB n a staff to his 

mind. So these twain went on their way, and the dogs and the 
ien stayed behind to giurd the I And the swineherd 

m riry in the guise of a beggar, a wretched m 
an old, leaning on a start; and sorry was the raiment wherewirri he 
was clothed upon* But as they fared along the rugged path they 
.ear to the town, and came to the fair Rowing spring, with 
a basin fashioned, whence the people of the city drew water. This 
well Ithacus and Xeritus and Polyctor had buildexL And around it 
was a thicket uf aiders that grow by tl»e water kwisc, and 

down the cold stream fell from a rock on liigh, and above was 
reared an altar to the Nymphs, whereat all wayfarers made offering. 
In that place Mclamhius, son of Doiius, met them, leading his goats 
to feast the wooers, the best goat* that were in all the herds; and 
twn herdsmen lure him company. Now wlien he saw thr 
reviled them, and spake and hailed them, in terrible and evil fashion, 
and stirred the bean of Odysseus, sayini;: 

'Now in very truth the vile is leading the vile, for god i 
ever L'Vc* to Iikrt Say, whither an ihrju le: clmtnn.— thou 

rocrnV-diii plaguy beggar, j kill joj of tlse feast? He 
is ooc ibout and rub his shoulders against many doorposts, 

begging for scraps of meat, not for swords or cauldrons. If thou 
would st give me the fellow to watch my steading And sweep out the 
stalls, and I K then he might drink whey 

and get him a stuut thigh. Howbeif, since be it practised only in 
rvil, he will not care to Intake him to die labour of the farm, but 
rather choose* 



JP> 



tag 



insatiate belly. But now 1 will speak out and my word shall surdy 
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be accomplished. If ever be fare* to the house of divine Od 
many a stool th;it men's handi hurl shall fly aboiK hi-, 
lie upon his ribs,* as they pelt him through the house.* 

Th> * he we-ni pan, lir kicked Odysaeui on the hip. i 

his widessness, yet he dr.ivc him not from the path, but he 
steadfast. And OdycMin pondered -whether he should rush upon 
him and take away nil lift With 'he in in lus grasp" 

and smite his h«u«J to the ill he hardened his heart 

dure and refrained And the 

and rebuked him, and lilting up lus hands prayed aloud: 

'Nymphs of the ^ell-waicr, daught - Od 

burned on your altars pieces of the thighs of rams or kids, in 
covering of . fulfil for me this with:— oh thai he, even he, 

may come I d that some god n him! Then would 

he scatter all thy l> irhftch now thou rlauniest insolently. 

wandering ever about the city, while evil shepherds destroy tk 
Bock.' 

Then Mclanthius, the goatherd, answered: 'Lo now, what a 

hftl thai (-. it-\v ; .ii<x! dog h> i *ne day I will take 

ktd ship m from Ithaca rial ha may bring me 

in much livelihood. Would God that Apollo, ol t bow. 

might amitc Tckm*dn_ lis, or that he might fall 

the wooers, so uirely as for Odysseus the day of returning 

1 1 a far land gone byl' 

m there as ih i skmly on. But 

Mclur.thiiH uepped forth. ,u\<\ . s^wcdily to the lnuse o( 

the prince, and sii be WWU Ian and sat down among the 

w oo cis , over ai' who chicrly showed him kindness* 

And they tkif niinii'iTc! 

dame drought wlieaten I I Ml it by him to eac Now Odyswus 

■od dw goodrj and stood by, and the sound 

of the hollow lyre rang around thcrn, for Piicmiu* was lili! 
his voice amid the company in aong, and Odysseus caught the swine- 
herd by the lurid, and spake, laying: 

1 swim*; *X»v«f 

1 ****** u partupi Uti ttktm m » *lwb in -fcs tormai una Aj*J, 
Imm u( iKr *f r,| jit mil lil; ohscurv. Matt wtodtrm cnwmni: 
ii (torn <U^ sad ***«, 'nut lie gaDuaTj better, ux 1U1 caaktt. 'lit; tWau * * 
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'Eutnaeus, verily liu* u the bir hoiiK' of Odysseus, and right 
ry might it be known and marked even among many. Tbrr. 
buildinit beyond building, ami the co the liouie- is omningly 

wrought with a wall and hattstrcevit*, an :-.c«I are the fold- 

ing door*; no nun may hold it in disdain. And 1 see that rr 
men kcx; isc* upward,' and 

oice of the lyre is heard there, which the gods have made to he 
the mate of the feast/ 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eun 
thou kuuwe%: afkad t Ik>u never latkcst understanding. Bui 

come, le e us. how thing* shall fall out here. Either do thou 

go first with r lying hails, and join the company of the 

wooers, to will 1 remain here, or if thou wilt, abide here, and 1 will 
go before thy face, and tarry mi: : imp we thee withoui. and 

tt thee or ttrikr thee. Lank well to this, F hid thee. 1 
Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered him* saying: I 
mark, I i Kbit thou speakest to one with under standing. Do 

thou then go before me, and I will remain here* for well 1 know 
what it is to be unit ten and hurled at. My he u direct* 

much evil have I watered in peril* OJ : let this 

be added to the tale of those. But a ravening bell) may none con- 
ceal, tccuncd, that work* much ill for men. For this cause 
the benched ships are furnished, that bear rniacliief to foemen 
over :be unkarvested scsi.' 

Thu* tltey spake one to the other. And In, a hound raised up bis 
head and pri -us, even whrrr he lay, Argos, the hound of 

Oiytscus, of the hardy heart, which of old himself had bred, but 
had got no foy of him. t at, he went to sacred Hies. Now in 

time past the young men used to lead the hound against wild goats 

I deer an* I ipistd he lay (hit master r> 

afar) in trie deep dung of mti - bed 

was spread before the doors, till the thraJU cf Odyucus should 
carry it away to dung thm-with bis wide demesne. Tbssfi 
dog Argos, full of vermin. Yet even now when he was 
CXt; ; by, he wagged his tail and dropped both his 

master he bad not now the strength to draw. 
*IUmIm« 
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Bui Odysseus looked aside he easily 

from Eunucus, and straightway he asked him, saying: 

'Eunu-rus, verily tlua is a great nu is hound I 

in the dung. Truly he is goodly of growth, but 1 know not c« 
if he haw speed with 11 , or if he be coir- 

:ire taeo'i tenches dogs that tl-eir lords keep fur 1 ihe 

'Ihcn didst (Ikiu make answer, swineherd Eunueu 
truth this it the dog of a man that hat died in a far land. If 
were what once he was in hmb and m the feat* o£ uSo chase, v 
OdjSSKU left him 10 go to Troy, soon would*: ihou rnarvrl at the 
sigh' IftlKSl and his strength. There was no beast that could 

flee from him in the deep places of the wood, when h< 
Mlit; for even on a track he was the keenest hound- iiut now he 
holdcn in an evil case, and his lord hath perished far from his own 
country, ami du ordcss women take no charge of h , thi 

are no mo*e infttrwd 10 hoaeat s» ten their nuuers I 

lost the dominion, for Zeus, of die fax-borne voice, lakes 
the half of a man's virtue, when the day of slavery comes upon 
him. 

Therewith he passed within the fair-lying house, and went Br 
to the hall, to the company of the proud woort*. Hut upon 

of black death even in the hour that he I 
«us again, in the twentieth year. 

Now godlike Telcmachus was far the first to behold die si 
as he came into the hall. hen he beckoned am 

' ed about and look a settle 
that lay by him, where the carver was watt to sil dividing mm 
•f&OQJ the wooers thai were feastinc in the house. 1 

I table of Tekmac; 1st hirn, ant 

there sat down himself. And the henchman rook a mess and tern 

And ci> 1 the imuse in the gmi 

of a beggar, a wretched man and an old, leaning oa bis start, 
clothed on with sorry raiment. And he sat down 00 the ashen 
thresho!: the doorway, leaning if rypmt 



Ken 
rid 

OWB 

into 

2 











237 

xvi irpcntcr un a time had deftly planed, and thereon 

nude straight the line. And Tclcmachus called the swineherd to 
him, and took a whole loaf out of the fan basket, and of flesh so 
much at hit hands could hold in their grasp, sayiiv 

"Take and give this to the stranger, and bid him go about and 
beg himself of all the wooers in diot tin u. to* imat is au ill matt 
of a needy nun/ 

So be spake, and the swineherd went when he beard that saying, 
and stood by and spake to him winged words: 

'Stranger, Tekmadius gives thee these and bids thee go about 
and beg of all the wooers in their turn, for, he says "shame ill be- 
comes a beggar man.*" ' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him and M 
Zeus, grant me that Telemachus may be happy among men, and 
may he have all hit heart's 

Therewith he took the gift in both hands and set it there before 
his feet 011 hit unsightly scrip. Then he ale meat so lung as tlsc tnin 
strd was singing in the halls. When he had done supper, and tl m 
rel was ending his song, then the wooers raised a 
clamour through the halls; but Athene stood by Odysseus, son of 
Ijertes, and moved him to go gathering morsels of bread among 
the wjam, and learn which wrrr rightrout and which unjusr. 
nut even so was she fated to redeem one man of them from an evil 
doom. So be set out, beginning on the right, to ask of each man. 
stretching out his hand on every tide, at though Ik were a bog 
from of old. And they in pity gave him somewhat, and were 
amazed at the man, asking one another who he was and whence 
be came? 

Tben M the goatherd* sp;ike among tl> 

'Listen, ye wooers of the renowned queen, coo: > is stranger, 

(or verily I have seen him before. The swineherd truly wa 
guide hither, 1 have no certain knowledge, whence he 

avow '«• horn-* 

So spoke be, tun Ami nous rebukes: herd, saying: *Oh 

notorious swineherd, wherefore, I pray thee, didst lb 

to -ve we not vagrants enough besides, plaguy 
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beggars, killjoys of the feast? Dost thou 1 light thing that 

they assemble here and devour the living of thy master, but ihou 
must needs' call in this man loo?' 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumaeiii: 'An- 
r words arc these of thine, not'' : ; thou art. For W 

ever himself socks out and bids to the feast a stranger from . 
save only on.:- of those*!: ifisrocnof the people, a prophet 

a healer of ills, or a shipwright or even a godlike minstrel. 
can delight all with his song? N e are Use men that are 

cuine over all (lie wide earth. But mine wuukl call a beggar 
net, to waste his substance. But thou art ever hard abotr 
tbef wooers to the servants of Odysseus, and, beyond ail, to mc; 
but behold, I care not, so long as my mistress, the constant Penelope, 
in the halls and godlike TeJemachus.' 

Then wise TcJtmi <>'ing: 'Be silent, answer 

him not, I pray thee, with many word* iui Antinous is wool ever 
to chide us shamefully with bitter s p e ec h, yea, and urges the 
thereto.' 

Therewithal he jpake winged word* to Antinous: 
eerily thou hast a good care for me, as it were a 'airier for his 
ihou that hidden me drive nur guest from the lull with a har*h 
command. God forbid that such a thing should be! Take soroc- 
wh.it and give it lum: lo, 1 grudge it not; nay, 1 charge thee to do 
it. And herein regard not my mother, nor any of the thrall* (hat 
are in the house of divine Odysseus. Nay, but thou hoax 00 such 
thought in ihy heart, for thou art far more fain to eat thyself than 
to jn^ber." 

Then Antinous answered him and spake, saying: Telemachl 
proud of speech, and unrestrained in : 
spoken? If all the wooers should vouchsafe him as much as 1, this 
bouse would keep him far enough aloof even for three n 

So he spake, and seized the footstool whereon he rested his 
feet as he sat at the feast, and showed it from beneath the 
where it lay. But all the others gave somewhat and filled the 

4 v4ftwn hirdty hw 4 .'***' tMMttoc Wt. If rtuuoi. U mmi W acmI, 
u s »ini jit/ ftfcii^r UM by SO n* • • 
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wallet wiih bread and flesh; yea, and even now, Odysaeu* as lie 
returned to the uSrcshold, was like to escape scot free, making | 
of the Achaean*, but he hailed by Ant incus, 2nd spake co him, 

■ne somewhat: for met Kinks thou in not the basest 
of Use AlJ— r-inv hul the cjest man of tiietn all, fur ihuu atl like a 
king. Wherefore thou shouidest grrfl mc a portion of bread, and 
th.it a better than the other*; so would I make thee renowned over 
all the wide earth. For I too, onoc had a house of mine own MB 
men. a rich man with a wealthy house, and many a time would I 
give to a wanderer, what manner of man snrvrr he might lw, ami 
wtaaoevei need he came. And I had thialh out of number, 
and all else 10 plenty, wherewith folk live well and have a turn 
riches. But Zeus, Use son of Cronos, made me desolate of all,— for 
surely it was his will,— who sent me with wandering sea-robbers to 
go to Egypt, a far road to my ruin. And in the river Aegypui* I 
stayed my curved ship*. Then verily ! Iiade my loved QOCD 
to abide there by the ships, and to guard the ship, and I sent forth 
scouts to range the points of outlook. Now they gave place to M 
tooncss, being the fools of their own force, and soor; | to 

wasting the rl M Egyptians, exec- and carried away 

their wives and in- rm, and slew the men. And the cry came 

quickly to the city, and the people heard die shout and carne forth 
at the breaking of the day; and all the plain was filled with foot- 
men and horsemen and with the glitter of bronze. And Z 
whose joy is in the thunder, sent an evil panic upon my cotnp 
and none durst stand and face the foe: tor (Linger encompassed us on 
every Mile. Their they slew many of u* with the edge of the swiird, 
*hexs they* led up with them alive to work for them perforce. 
But they gave me to i fnend who met th 

to Dmetor son of bans, who ruled n Cyprus; and 

hoW, am 1 now come hither in sore di«trr 
Then Amirsous answered, and tpakr, Htyiflgs What god hath 
brtiu her to trouble the feast? Stand forth thus in 

midst, away from m\ t thou come soon to a hitter 

it and a sad Cyprus; for a bold beggar art thou and a shame- 
lew. Thou sundew by all in turn and recklessly they five to thee. 



240 



HOMER 



for they bold not their hand nor feel any ruth in giving freely of 
others' grjotk Bftds man has plenty by him.' 

Then Od)'»eu\ of many uuniwU drew luck and answered 
'Lo now, I see thou hast not wisdom with thy beauty! From out of 
dune own house thou would*** not give even so much as a grain of 
salt to thy suppliant, thou who now even at another's board do* 
ind canst not find it in thy heart to take of the bread and give 
»r mr, where therr - to thy hand." 

He spake, and Anurous was mightily angered M heart, 
looked fiercely on him and spake winged words: 

'Henceforth, nvethinks, thou ihah not get thee out v* 
the hall, seeing thou dost even rail upon me/ 

Therewith be caught up the foot-stool and smote Odysseus 
the base of the right shoulder by the back* But he stood turn at 
rock, nor reeled be beneath the blow of Antinoui* but shook I 
in silence, brooding evil in the deep of bis heart. Then he wear hade 
to the threshold, and sat him there, and laid down his weU-fiikd 
scrip, and spake among the wooer*: 

'Hear me, ye wooer* of the renowned queen, and I will say what 
my spirit within me bids me. Vcnly there is neither pain nor grief 
of bean, when a man is nnkien us battle figfrfrfay tor his own pot- 
sessions, whether cattle or white sheep. Bat now Axnoous hath 
stricken me mr my wretched helly'i sake, a thug accursed, that 
works much ill for men. Ah, if indeed there be jew** and A venom, 
of beggars, may the issues of death come upon Aotmous before 
ksssidtimgr 

Than Antuxxu, son of E isp rtthrv aau w u e d him: "Sir and cat, 
thy men in quiet, stranger, or eel thee es sewh eae , test rhe 
men drag thee by hand or foot through the house Uy dry c*U 
and atrip ail thy flesh from off uW 

Even so he spoke, and they were al fiff i i o g wrath ar his 
And on this w.sr would one of the lorsSy yocae es sprai: 

*Anrinouv thoa dsdst ill m strike the hapkw «isdmr, dnssed 
ihatthouartr^itsossoitaser^ Yea asssd the 

ratfahasoas^aasdv 

^nd the rss^asssusoes. t£ mess.' 
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fevoom spake, but be heeded not their words. Now Telettv 
...sed in hi* heart a mighty grief at the sinking of Odysseus, 
he Set nn trar i'jSI from hi* eycLds to the guiund, but sliook his 
hcid in silence, brooding oil in the deep of his heart. 

Now when wise Penelope heard of the stranger being smitten in 
the halls, she spake among her maidens, say: 
*Oh that Apollo, the famed archer, may so smite thee thyself, 

•Amino 
And the house-dame, Euryoome, answered her, saying: Oh that 
we might win fulfilment of our prayers! So should not one of these 
men come to the fair-throned Dawn.* 
And wise Penelope answered her: 'Nurse, they are all enemies, 
:bey all devise evil continually, but of them all Ami nous is thfl 
mc*: like tu black bttu Some haplcs* stranger U roarning about the 
house, begging alms of the men, as his need bids him; and all the 
en filled his wallet and gave him somewhat, but Anunous 
smote him at the base of the right shoulder with a stool.' 

So she spake among her maidens, sitting in her chamber, while 

goodly Odysseus was at meat. Then she called to her the goodly 

iseherd and jpakc, sa>ing: 

'Go thy way, goodly Eumaeus, and bid the stranger come hither, 

that 1 may speak him a word of greeting, and ask him if haply he 

has heat if thi* hardy heart, or seen him with 

his ryes; for he seems like one tliat lias wandered 

Then didst thou make answer, swineherd Eumaeus: Queen, 

That the Achaean* would bold their peace! so would be charm 

thy very heart, such things doth he say. For I kept htm three 

1 nights and three days 1 held him in the steading, for to me he 
oirne first when he Bed from the ship, yet he had not niadr an end 
of the tale i in. Even as when a man gazes on a singer, 

whom the gods have taufch: to sing words of yearning py to mor- 
tals, and they have a ceaseless desire to hear him, so long at he will 
-en k> he charmed me, sitting by me in the lulls. He says 

id of O' iouse, one that dv 

where is the tur of Minos. Thence he has cntne hither even 
with sorrow by the way, onward *nd yet **iward waside; 

tn it thai he has heard ridings nf Odysseus nigh at 
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and yet alive m the fat land of the men of Tbctpro da ; and 
he is hringing many to hi* home.' 

Then wise Penelnpr - Cki, tall him 

that he may speak to mc face to face. But let the<e men at in 
doorway and take their pleasure, 01 re in the hou 

their heart is glad. For their own wealth lies unspoiled at home, 
bread and sweet wine, and thereon do their servants feed. But the) 
r.g to our hoi 1 . sacrifice oxen and sheep and fat 

goat*, and keep revel and drink die dark \!cssly; Bl 

our great wealth is wasted, for there is no man now alive, such as 
Odysseus v. rora the house. Oh, if Odysseus 

come again to hss own country; soon would bfl KM) avengr 

the violence of these cm 

Even so she spake, and Telrmachus sneezed loudly, and 
tin- tuof rang wondrouily. And Penelope laughed, and straight 
spake to Lumaeus winged words: 

call me die stranger, even so, into my presence. Dost thou 
not mark how my son has sneezed a blessing on all my words? 
fore no half-wrnught d y one, 

DOi shall any avoid doth and the fates. Yet another thing wdi I 
say, and do thou ponder i: in thy heart. If 1 shall find that t 
self speaks nought but truth, I will clothe him with a mantle and a 
doublet, gor>! 1.' 

So she spake, and the swineherd drjurtrd when he heard 
• id by the stranger and spake winged words; 

'Father and stranger, wise Penelope, the mother of Tdenuch 
is calling for thee, and her mind bids her inquire as touching 
lord, albeit she has sorrowed much already. And if she (h 

\\ou dost speak nought but truth, she will clothe thee in 
mantle arc! a doublet, whereof thou standest moat in need 
I thnu shah beg thy bread he land and sha' 

belly, and whosoever will, shall give to thee/ 

"risen the steadfast goodly Odysseus answered tun 
'Eunueutf soon would 1 tell all the truth 10 die daughter of Ecarius. 
wise Penelope, for well I know his story, and we have botot 
uavail togedier. But I tremble baton the throng of the froward 
wooers, whose outrage and violence reach even to the iron heaven. 
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For even now, as I was gpiflg through the house, when this nun 
struck and pained me sore, and that fur no ill deed, neither Telern- 
achui nor any other kepi <;if r!u :>li>w. Wherefore now, hid Penek>|>e 
ut 1 y in the chambers, for all her eagerness* till the going down of the 
tun, and then let her ask me concerning her lord. a> touching the day 
of his returning, and let her g:rc me a teat yet nearer to the fire, for 
behold. 1 have sorry raiment, and thou knowest it thyself, since I 
mad«- nay supplication first to thee.* 

n in he spake, and the swineherd departed when he heard 
that saying. And as he crossed the threshold Penelope spake to him : 

"Thou bringest him not, Eumacus: what means the wanderer 
hereby? Can h be that he (ears some one out of measure, or is he 
even ashamed of tarrying in the house? A shamefaced man makes 
a tad beggar.' 

Then didst thou make mm He speaks 

ft, and but as another would deem, in that he shuns the outrage 

of overweening men. Rather would he have thee wait till the going 

down of the sun. Yea, and it is far rneeter for thyself, O queen, to 

urtcr thy word to the ftranpf alCD*, and to listen to his speech-* 

Then the wise Penelope answered: *Not witless is the si ranger; 
even as he deems, so it well may be/. For there are no mortal 
men, rr.ethinks, so wanton as these, and none that devise such in 
EttDtfa deeds.* 

>e spake, and the goodly swineherd departed into the throng 
lie wooers when he had showed her 1 irssage. And 

straightway he spake to TcJemachus winged words, holding his 
close to him, that the others might not hear: 

"Friend, I am going hence to look after thy swine and the I 

thy livelihood and mine; but do thou take charge of all 
that is hare. Yet fir* .If and lake heed that no evil 

comes nigh thee, for many of the Achaean* have ill will against US, 
whom may Zeu* confound before their mischief falls on us!" 

And wise TcJemachus answered him, and said: 'Even so shall it 
be, father; and do thou get thee on thy way, when thou bast supped. 
And in the morning rome again, and bring fair victims for sacrifice. 
And all dtese matters will be a can 10 me and 10 the deathless gods.' 
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Thus he spake, and the other sat down again on the polished 
settle; and when he had satisfied his heart with meat and drink, he 
went on his way to the swine, leaving the courts and the hall full of 
feasters; and they were making merry with dance and song, for 
already it was close on eventide. 




BOOK XV1I1 



The fighting at fists of Odysseus with Irus. His admoruriont to 
Amprunomut. Perieiopr appear* before the wooers, and draws presents 
from them. 

THEN up came a common beggar, who wai wont to beg 
through the town of Ithaca, one that was known among 
all OMtn fur ravening greed, fur hit entiles* eating and 
drinking, yet he had no force or might* though be was bulky 
enough to look on. Arnacus was his name, for so had his good 
mother given it him at his birth, but all the young men called him 
I nit, because he ran on errands, whensoever any might bid him. 
So now he cunt) Bad would have driven Odysseus from his own 
house, and began roiLing him, and spake winged words: 

'Get thee hence, old nun, from the doorway, lex thou be even 
haled out soon by the foot. Seen thou not that all are now giving 
me the wink, and bidding me drag thee forth ? Nevertheless, I feel 
shame of the task. Nay get thee up, lest our quarrel soon pass even 
to blows.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels looked fiercely on him, and 
spake saying: Sir, neither in deed nor word do 1 harm thee, nor do 
I grudge that any should give to thee, yea though it were a good 
handful threshold will hold us both, and thou hast no 

need to be jealous for the sake of other men's goods. Thou scernest 
10 rac to be a wanderer, even as I am, and the gods it is thar 
like to give us gain. Only provoke me not overmuch to buffeting. 
lest thou anger me, and old though 1 be I defile thy brtast and lips 
wuh blood. Thereby should I have the greater quiet to-morrow, for 
met hinks that thou shah never again come to the hall of Odysseus, 
son of Laertes.' 

Then the beggar Irus spake unto him in anger: *Lo now, how 
tnppingly and like an old cinder-wife this glutton speaks, on whom 
I will node my evil will, and smite him right and left, and drive all 
the teeth from his jaws ro the ground, like the tusks of a swine 
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spoils the corn. Gird thyself now, that even these men aD may 
know our mettle in fight. Nay, taw shouldst thou do battle wi 
Igtf man than thou?' 

Thus did they whet each the other's rage ric,bt manfully before 
the lofty doors upon the polished threshold. And the mighty prince 
Ancinous heard the twain, and sweetly he laughed out, and spoke 
among the wooers: 

'Friends, never before has there been such a thing; such goodly 
game has a ^od brought to this house. The stranger yonder and 
Irus are bidding each other to buffets. Quick, let us match them 
one against the other.' 

Then all at the word leaped up laughing, and gathered 
the ragged beggars, and Aminous, son of Eupeithes, fpalofl 
them saying: 'Hear me, ye lordly wooers, and I will say soro 
Here axe goats* bellies lying at the fire, that we laid by at supper- 
time and filled with fix and blood. Now whichsoever of tl 
wins, and shows himself the better man, let him stand up and take 
rus choice of these puddings- And further, he shall always eat at 
feasts nor will wc suffer any other beggar to come among us 
ask for alms.' 

So spake Antinous, and the saying pleased them well. Then Odys- 
seus of many counsels spake among them craf 

'Friends, an old man and foredone with travail may in no 
fight vrith a younger. But my belly's call is urgrnt on me, that evil 
worker, to the end that I may [ye subdued with stripes. Bui come 
now, swear mc all of you a strong oath, so that none, for the sa 
of shewing a favour to Irus, may strike mc a foul blow 
heavy hand and subdue me by violence to my foe.* 

So he spake, and they all swore not tn strike him, as he 
them, Now when they had sworn and done that oath, the 1 
prince Tclemachus once more spoke among them: 

'Stranger, if thy heart and lordly sp I be* to rid thee of 

fellow, then fear not any other t>i the Achaean*, for whoso stri 
Usee shall have to fight with many- Thy hon am I. and the 
consent with me, Antinous and Eurymachus, men of wisdom both." 

So spake he and they ail consented thereto. Then Odysseus girt 
his rap about his loins, and let bis thighs be seen, goodly and great. 
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and his broad shoulders and breast and mighty arms were manifest. 
And Athene came nigh and made greater the limbs o£ the shepherd 
of the people- Then die wooers were exceedingly amazed, and thus 
would one speak looking to his neighbour: 

Right soon will Ims un Irused, have a bane of his own bringing, 
such a thigh at that old nun shows from out his rags!" 

So they spake, and the mind of Irus was pitifully stirred; bur 
even so the servants girded him and lei! him out perforce in great 
fear, his flesh trembling on his limbs. Then Antinous chid him, and 
spake and hailed him: 

'Thou lubber, better for thee that thou wen not now, nor ever 
boss horn, if indeed thou tremhlest befor n, and air 

so terribly afraid; an old man too he is, and foredone with the tra- 
vail that is come upon him. But I will tell (hec plainly, and it shall 
mrely be accomplished. If this man prevail axainst thee and prove 
thy master, I will cast thee into a black ship, and send thee to the 
mainland to Echctus the king, the maimer of all mankind, who will 
cut off thy nose and can wi:h :ho pirilcss steel and draw out thy 
viral* and give diem raw to dogs 

So he spake, and yet greater trembling gat hold of the limbs of 
Irus, and they led him into the ring, and the twain put up their 
hands. Then the steadfast goodly Odysseus mused in himself 
whether he should smite him in such wfae that his life should leave 
his body, even there where he fell, oe whether he dtould strike him 
lightly, and stretch him on the tank And as he thought thereon, 
this teemed to him the better way, to strike lightly, that the Achaean* 
not take note of him, who he was. Then the twain put up 
bands, and Irus struck at the right shoulder, but the other 
eniwe him on his neck beneath the ear, and crushed in the bones, 
and straightway ihe red hlot*l gushed up through his mouth, ami 
with a moon he fell in the dust, and drave together his teeth as he 
kicked the ground. But the proud wooers threw up their hands 
and died outright for laughter. Then Odysseus seized him by the 
foot, and dragged him forth through the doorway, till be came to 
the courtyard and the gates of the gallery, and he set him down and 
Un against the iDIUtJIftl wall, ami put his start in his hands 
and uttering his voice spake to him winged wv 
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r» and scare off swine am! thry 
mcfa SO one as thou be bid over strangers and begg 
thou art, lest haply tome worse thing beral thee.' 

Thus he spoken, and cast about his shoulders his mean ccri 
tattered, and the cart! therewith to han^ it, antl he gat M 
tlse threshold, and vat him down there again. Now the wooer 
within laughing sweetly, and greeted him, saying: 

'May Zeus, stranger* and all the other deathless gods give thee 
thy dearest wish, cscn all thy heart's desire, seeing thai thou hast 
made that insatiate one to cease from his b ibe land I Soon 

will we take him over to the mainland, to Echetus the km. 
nuimei of all mankind.* 

So they spake, and goodly Odysseus reji of the 

words. And Anunous set by him the great pudding, stuiici 
fitf and blood, and Amphinomu* took up two loaves from the basket, 
and set them by him and pledged him in a golden cup, and spoke 
saying: 

icr and stranger, hail! may happiness be thine in the 
to come, but as now, thou art fast holden in many sorrows.' 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 
phinomus, verily thou seemest to me a prudent man enou 
such too was the fa' iom thou art sprung, for I have heard 

the fair fame of him, htiw that Nitttt i:f DulkhiuRI «U a good 
man and a rich, ami his BXJ they say thou art, and thou seemest a 
man of understanding. Wherefore I w.Ll tell thee, and do thou 
mark and listen to me. Nought feebler doth Use earth nurture 
than man, of all the creatures that breathe and move up 
face of the earth. Lo> he thinks that he shall never sutler evil in time 
to come, while the gods give lum happiness, and his 1 
lightly. But when again the Netted gods have Wi r him 

. even so he bc.ir% it, u he must, with a steadfast heart. For Use 
spirit of men upon the earth is even as their day, that comes upon 
them from tlse father of gods and men. Yea, and I too ooce was bke 

-mong men, but many an infatuate deed I 
[fid, giving plao u hardihood and i 'listing 

u i my father and my brethren. Wherefore let no man for < 
lawless any more, but keep quietly the gifts cf the gods, what so- 
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.- they may give. Such inf atuate deeds do I see tbe wooers devis- 
ing, as they waste the wealth, and hold in no regard the wife of j 

1 e/bo, ifthinfcfj will not much longer Ik- i..i it. 
and hit own land; nay he is very near. But for thee, may some god 
withdraw thee hence to thy home, and may* thou not meet him in 
the day when he returns to his own dear country I For not without 
blood, as I deem, will they be sundered, the wooers and Odysseus, 
when once he shall have come beneath hii own R 

Thus hr spake, and DOOrcd ung and then drank of the 

honey-sweet wine, and again set ihc cup in the hands of the arrayer 
of the people. But the other went back through the hall, sad at 
heart and bowing his head; for verily his soul boded evil. Yet tven 
so he avoided not his fate, for Athene had bound him likewise to 
be slain outright at the hands ai-.d by the spear chus. So 

be vji down again on the high scat whence he had arisen. 

Now the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, put it into the heart of the 
daughter of Icarius. wise Penelope, to show herself to the wooers, 
that she /night make their heart all flutter with hope, and that she 
mi^ht win yet more worship from her lord and her son than here- 
on. So she laughed an idle laugh, and spoke to the nurse, and 
hailed her, saying: 

iy heart yearns, though before I had no such desire, 
to show myself to the wooers, hate! 1 would also say 

a word to my son, that will be for his weal, namely, that he should 
not for ever consort with the proud wooers, who speak friendly with 
1 ps, but imagine evil in the latter end.' 
Then the housewife, Luryncrne, spake to her saying: 'Yea my 
i. all this thou hast spoken as is meet. Go then, and declare thy 
word to thy son and hide it not, but hrst wash thee and anoint thy 
face, and go not as thou art with thy cheeks all stained with tears. 
Go, for it is little good to sorrow always, and never cease. An-' 
thy son is now of an age to hear thee, he whom thou hast above al 
things prayed the god* that thou mtghtest see with a beard upon 
lua.' 
Then ictopc answered her, saying: 'Eurynome, speak not 

CO me, fr»: <v* a bidding me to Use 

anointed with ointment. For the ends that keep Olympus de- 
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*royod my bloom, since the day that he departed in the hollow 
B;ic hid Autonoeand Hippodarr ro me, to stand by my 

in the halls. Alone I will not go among men. far I am at 

So she spake, and the old woman paued through the chamber to 
tell the maidens, and hasten their coming. 

Thereon the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, had another thought. 
She thed a sweet dumber over the dauglt inns, wl 

k in sleep, and all her joints we?c loosened at the lay in the 
and the fair goddess the while .g hrr gifts imm*. 

.ill the Achaean s might mar face firs: 

with beauty imperishable, such as that wherewith tl*e 
Cythcrea is anointed, when she goes to the loTely dance* of 
Graces. And she made her taller and greater to behold, and 

titer than new-sawn ivory. Now when she had wrought *Jn 
tlui fair goddess departed, and the white-armed handmaidens came 
forth from the chamber and drew nigh with a sound of voices. 1 
sweet sleep left hold of Penelope, and she rubbed her cheeks vn) 
her hands, and aaji 

'Surely soft slumber wrapped me round, most wretch 
I be. Oh! that pore Artemis would giv dm n soft a death 
now, that 1 might no more wane my Ii of heart, and 

longing for the manifold excellence of my dear lord, for that 
foremost of the Achaean*.* 

With this word she went down from the shining upper chamber, 
not alon«v fa* two handmaidci ha bare her company Bur 

when the Lit lady had now come to the wooers* she stood by the 
pillar cf the weUhwlded roof, holding her glistening tire before 

. and on either side of her stood a faithful hondrn- 
straightway the knees of the wooers were loosened, and their 
wrr cd with km Hi uttered a prayer 

might be her hed-fdlow. But she spake to Tckmachus, I 

cmachus, thy mind and thy thoughts are do longer stable 
went While thou wast still a child, thou hadtt a yet qi 
and more crafty wit, but now that thou an great of growth, and 

art come to the rneasui i Hood, and a stranger looking tu thy 

i thy beai riou must be tone i 







THE OOYS 11 25: 

wn, thy mind and thy thoughts ore no longer right as of old. For 
In, what manner of deed has been done in these halls, in that thou 
tus suffered thy guest to be thus shamefully dealt with! How would 
it be now, if the stranger titling thus in our house, were in come to 
some harm all through this evil handling? Shame and disgrace 
would be thine henceforth among men-' 

Then wise Telcmachus answered her: 'Mother mine, as Co 
nutter I count it no blame that thou art angered. Yet have I knowl- 
edge and understanding of rath thing, of the good and of the evil. 
but hemnfore 1 was a child. Howheit 1 cannot devise all 
according to wisdom, for these men in their evil counsel drive me 
from my wits, on this side nnd on that, and there is none to aid mc. 
Howsoever this battle between Irus and the stranger did not fall 
out as the wooers would haw had it, but the stranger proved the 
better man. Would 10 Father Zeus and Athene and Apollo, that the 
wooers in cur halls were even DOW thus vanquished, and wagging 
their beads, some in the court, and some within the house, and 
the limbs of each man were loosened in such fashion as lrus J 
sits now, by the courtyard gates wagging his head, like a dr 

aid cannot stand upright on his feet, nor yet get him home 
\ seeing mbs are loosened!' 

Thus they spake one to another. But Eurymachut spake to Pene- 
lope, saving: 

'Daughter of Icarius, wist Penelope, if ail the Achaearu in last: 
Argos could behold thee, even a greater press of wooers would 
In your halls from to-morrow's dawn, since ihou do* surpass all 
womrn in beauty and suture, and wilhin in wisdom of mind.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him: 'Eurymachiis, surely my ex- 
cellence, both of face and form, the gods destroyed in the clay when 
ike Argives embarked EcM rh thetn went my lord Odyi 

setts. If but he origin come and watch over this my life, greater thut 
would be my fame and fairer! But now am 1 in sorrow; such a 
host of ills some god has sent against me. Ah, well do I remernlter, 
when he set forth and Id B country, bow he took me by the 

right hand at the wrist and snake, saying: 

,M La.! :ll the goodly-greaved Achaean* will not 

a uie return fn*n Trtij : fur the Tmjani too, they uy, are good 
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men at arms, as spearxmen, and bowmen, and dhvcr t oi fleet 
Rial ;u I swiftly determine »c of equal battle. 

\Vhc-ri-fore 1 know not if the gods will suffer me to return or whether 
I shall be cut oil there 10 Troy; so do thou hire a ljtc fur .ill these 

Igfc Ik mindful of my father and my mother in the h.i 
SSI now thou art, or yet more than now, while I a 
when thou seest ihy son a bearded man, marry whom ihou • 
leave thine own house." 

'Etcn so did he speak, anil now d! these things have an rn< 
The night shall come when a hateful marriage shall find l 
mc most luckless, whose good hap Zeus has taken away, i 
thermore this tore UOfftbk has come on my heart and soul, 
was not the manner of wcoors in time psr. Whoso wish to v*t» a 
good lady and the daughter of a rich man, and vie one with another, 
the.' dag with them oxen of (heir own and goodly ilucl. 

banquet for the friends of the bride, and they give the lady . 
gUttt but do not devour another's Uvdihot actsC 1 

Thus she spake, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus rejoiced bccai 
she drew from them gifts, and beguiled their sni 
. i-.ilc hex heart was set on ocher things. 

Then Antinous, son of Eupekhcs, answered her agair 

trius, wise 1'encJope, the gifts wtuch any of the Achara.it 
choose to bring hither, do thou take; for it were ill to withhold 
gift But vst (or our part will neither go to our lands nor nth. 
before tlwi an wedded to the best man of ihe Achaean*/ 

So spake Antinous, and the saying pleased than well, and each 
man sent a henchman to bring his gifts- For Afiiinous hit hench- 
man bare a hrotoVeed robes, groat and very faar, wherein were golden 
brooches, twelve in all, fitted with well hose clasps. And the bench- 
rail 

strung with amber beads, shining Itkc the sua. And his 
bare for Eurydarrus a pear of ear nne> with three drops ! 
wrought, and much grace shone from them. And out of the 
isf Pnundei the prince, the son of Pocyctor. the squire broag 
nevklrr, a wry loeeW tewei And likewise dse Achaean* beoughr 
r»ch one some ocher beautiful c 

Then the fair bdy wes* chafe to her upper chamber, and her 
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maidens bare for her the lovely gift*, while the wooers turned 
jnd the delight of song, ami therein took their pleasure, 
and awaited dv. of denticle. And dark evening came on 

them at their txauiine. Anon they set up three fsraaaers in the* halls 
to give (hem light; and on these they bid firewood all around, 
faggot* seasoned long since and sere, and new split with the axe. 
And midway by the bra7Jcrs they placed torches, and the maid* of 
Odysseus, of the hardy heart, held up the lights ;n turn. Then tlse 
U r if many counsels himself spake among them say- 
ing: 

Ye maidens of Odysseus, the lord so long afar, get ye into the 
chambers where the honoured queen abides, and twist the yarn it 
her side, and gladden her heart as ye sit in the dumber, or card the 
wool* with your hands; but 1 will mi nines I these that jre 

here. For even if tlsey arc mmded to wait the throned Dawn, they 
shall not outstay me, so long enduring am I.' 

So he spake, I hed *r.rl looked one at the other. And 

the fair MHantho chid him shamefully, Melantho that Dohus begat, 
but Penelope reared, and entreated her tenderly as she had been her 
own child, and gave her playthings to her heart's desire. Yet. for 
all that, sorrow fur Penelope touched not her heart, but she loved 
Eurymachus and was his paramour. Now she chid Odysxus with 
railing words: 

tcbed guest, surely thou an some brain-struck man, seeing 

that thou dost not choose to go and sleet* at a unltlty, or at some place 

of enmrotin resort, but here thou pratcst much and boJdly among 

I icds and halt no fear at he. [ About thy 

ice thou art always of this mind, and so thou dost 

babble idly. Art thou betide thyself for joy, because t »catcn 

beggar Inis? Takr heed !r« a better man ■ irp 

iseotly igatust thee, to lay his mighty funds about thy head and 

bedabble thee with blood, and send dice hence from the himse.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels looked fiercely on her, and 

Yea, straight will I go yonder and telJ TeJemachus hereof, 

i .jmcle\t thing, for this thy speech, that forthwith he may cut 

thee limh from limb.' 

r spake, ami with his Bring scared away the women 
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fled through the hall, and the knee* of catch were loosened foe i 

for they deemed that hi* n ra true. Hut ( 

stand by ihr burning b ig the In: H all 

Kan he pondered iu his heart t) " 
to be unfulfilled. 

Now Athene would in no wise suffer the lordly wooers to Abstain 

from hum/ ^corn, that the pain might sink yet the deeper into the 

i of Odysseus, »n of Laertes. So Eurymachtti, ion of Polyhus, 

began to sp» ng them, girding at Odysseus, and an nude 

I his friends: 

'Hear rnc yc wooers of the queen renowned, that I may it] 
which my spirit within me bids me. Not without the gods' will has 
man come to the house of Odysseus; methinks at the 

torchlight flares forth from 1 that head of his, for there are no 
on it, nay never so thin/ 

He spake and withal addressed Odysseus, waster of cil 
'Stranger, wouldest thou indeed be my hireling, if 1 would lake thee 
for my man, at an Uptand farm, and thy wages shall be assured 
thee, and there shah thou gather stones for walls and plant tall 
trees? There would I provide thee breail i, and dothe the* 

with raiment, and give thee shoes for thy feet. Howi>. hou 

art practised only in evil, thou wilt not care to go to the labours of the 
field, bu: wih choose rather to go touting through the land, that 
thou mays* have wherewithal to feed thine insatiate bo' I 

Then Odysseus of many counsel i answered him and said: 
"Eur . would that there might l>e a iri.il of labour between 

us twain, in the season o£ spring, when the long days begin! In the 
deep gras* might it he, and I should have a crooked scythe, and ihou 
another ; it we might try each the other in the matter of 

labour, facir tvwikla, and gran there should be in pi 

Or won he best there may 

he, large and tawny, both wrll filled with fodder, of equal age and 
ca to bear the yoke and of atrcng And it should be 

d the ctod should yield before the 
ploughshare. Then ihoi 1 i see me, whether or no 1 would 

«fore rne. Or would that day 

put* rSr ccOiKCatt «U. _Mni, for lie USS. tmL 
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inn iTiiw.ht waken war wlience he would, and th.it I had 
ihjrlti id fl befcaei all of bronze, close fining 00 

my temple*! Then shoukJest than see mc rningliDg in the forefront 
of the battle, nor speak and taunt mc with this my belly. Nay, 
irt exceeding wanton and thy bean is hard, and thou thinke* thi 
v*lf wnr great onr and mighty, because tlxiu nwtwicii with fen' 
men and feeble- Ah, if Odysseus might bu return Ittd come to his 
own country, right toon would yonder doors full wide as they arc, 
all too strait for thoe in thy flight through the door 
Thus he spake, and Eurymachus waxed yet trw* more wroth at 
hcan. and looking fiercely on htm spake 10 him winged words: 

'Ah, wretch tlvjt tJiou Jit. right 1000 w:l] I work ihec mischief. 

so boldly thou pretest among many lords, and boat no tear at bout. 

. .'ie has got about thy wits, or perchance thou art always of 

\ so thou dost babble idly. Art thou beside thyself for 

joy, because thou hart beaten the beggar I ru 

Therewith he caught up a footstool, bur Odysseus sat him down at 
the knee Mill uf Du:khium, in dread of Eurynuchu*. 

And liutyuidchttt cast and smote the cup-bearer on the right hand, 
and the ladle cup dropped to the ground with a clang, while the 
young man groaned and fell backwards in the dust. Then the wooers 
clamoured through the shadowy halls and thus one would say look- 
1 tseighbour : 

■-.ur wandering guest had perished otherwhere, or 

ever he came hnhcr; so should he never have made all this tumult in 

our mulu! Hut now we are all at strife about beggars, and there 

be no more joy of the good feast, for worse things have their 

Then the mighty prince Telerruchus spake among ihcrn: 

. ye axe mad; now doth your mood betray thai ye have eaten 
and drunken; some one oc the gods is surely moving you. Nay, now 
thai •■ r have feasted well, go home and by sou to rest, since ; 
be as for me, I drise no man hence/ 
Thus he spake, and they all b.i 1 isJ nurvelled at Telern- 

aches, in that he spake boldly. Then Amphi a Ilk harangue. 

spake among them, Amnhinomut, the famous son of Nisus the 
ince, the son ot 



256 HOMER 

'Friends, when a righteous word has been spoken, none surely 
would rebuke another with hard speech and be angry. Misuse ye 
not this stranger, neither any of the thralls that are in the house of 
godlike Odysseus. But come, let the wine-bearer pour for libation 
into each cup in turn, that after the drink-offering we may get us 
home to bed. But the stranger let us leave in the halls of Odysseus 
for a charge to Telemachus: for to his home has he come.* 

Thus he spake, and his word was well-pleasing to them all. Then 
the lord Mulius mixed for them the bowl, the henchman out of 
Dulichium, who was squire of Amphinomus. And he stood by all 
and served it to them in their turn; and they poured forth before 
the blessed gods, and drank the honey-sweet wine. Now when they 
had poured forth and had drunken to their hearts' content, they 
departed to lie down, each one to his own house. 



BOOK XIX 

TelemacJius removes the arms out of the hall. Odyswus ifisburseth 
with Penelope. And is known by his nurse, bill concealed. And the 
hunting of (he boar upon lhat occasion related. 

NOW the goodly Odysseus was left behind in dse lull, do 
vising with Athene* aid the slaying of the wooers, and 
straagblway he spake winged words to Telernachus: 
Telernachus, we rum needs by by the weapons of war within, 
every one; and when the wooers miss them and ask thee concerning 
them, thou shall beguile them with soft words, »)ing: 

he smoke 1 laid them by, wncc they were no longer like 
those that Odysseus left behind him of old, when he wen: to I 
but they are wholly marred, so mightily hath passed upon them the 
vapour of fire. Moreover some god hath put into my heart this 
other and greater CftTt, thai perchance when ye are heated with wine, 
ye set a quarrel between you and wound one the other, and thereby 
shame the feast and the wooing; for iron of itself draws a man 
thereto.* 

Thus he spake, and Telernachus hearkened to hit dear father, and 
called forth to him die nurse Eurycleia and spake to her, saying: 

"Nonet come now 1 pray thee, shut up the women in their cham- 
bers till I shall have laid by in the armoury the goodly weapons of 
my father, which all uncarcd for the smoke dims in the hall, since 
my lather went hence, and 1 was still but a child. Now I wish to lay 
them hy whrre the vapour of the fire will not reach them.' 

Then the good nurse Eurycleia answered ham, saying: "Ah, my 
child, if ever thou wouJdes? but take careful thought in such wise 
to mind the house, and guard all this wealth! But come, who 
shall fetch live light and bear it, if thou hast thy way, since thou 
wouldest not that the maidens, who might have given light, should 
before thee?' 
Then wise Telemachus mack answer to her: This stranger here, 

art 
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settle, and ca* a fleece thereon; and then ihe steadfast goodly Odys- 
seus tat him down there, and the wise Penelope spake first, say, 

'Stranger, I will male boid first 10 ask thee ihis: who an i!m>u of 
the ions of men, and whence? Where is thy city, and where aro 
tbey that bc^at thecf' 

And Odysseus of many counsel id said: 'Lady, 

no one of mortal men ill world could find fault witt 

for lo, thy fame goes up to the wide heaven, as doth the fame of a 
blameless king, one that fears the gods and reign* among many 
men and mighty, maintaining right, and the black earth bears wheat 
and barley, and the trees are laden with fruit, and the sheep 
forth and fail not, and the sea gives store of fish, and all out of rut 
good guidance, and the people prosper under him. Wherefore do 
thou ask me now in thy house all else tit thou wilt, but inquire 
not concerning my race and mine own oou I u 1 think there* 

UpOQ thou fill my heart the more with pains, fur I am a man of 
many sorrows. Moreover it beseems me not to sit weeping and 
ing in another's house, for it is little good to mourn always without 
ceasing, lest perchance one of the maidens, or even thyself, be angry 

ic and say that I swim in tears, as one that is heav. 
wine.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him, and said: 'Stranger, surely my 
excellence, both of face and form, the gods destroyed, in live day 
when the Argives embarked for Ilios and i went my lord 

Odysseus. If but he might come and watch ow this my lite, ; 
and fairer thus would be my fame! But now am I in aorrow, such 
a host of ills some god has sent against me. For all the noblest that 
are princes in the isles, in Dulichium and Same and wooded Zacyn- 
thus, and they that dwell around even in clear-seen Ithaca, these are 
wooing me against my will, and devouring the huu*e. Wh 
! take no heed of strangers nor suppliants, nor at all of hr raids, the 
craftsmen of the people. But 1 waste my heart away in longing for 
Odysseus; so they speed on my marriage and 1 weave a web of 
wdrs. First some god put it into my heart to set up a great web in 
the halls, ami thereat to wravc a robe finr jrsd very wide: 

and anon I spake among them, saying: M Vt princely youths, my 
wooers, now that goodly Odysseus is dead, do y« abide pa:. 
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how eager soever to speed I irriage of mine, till I finish 

robe. 1 would not that the threads perish to no avail, even this shroud 
for the hero Laertes, against the day when the ruinous doom shall 
bring him low, of death that bys men ac their length. So shall none 
of thr Acluam women in the land count it blame in me, as well 
might be, were he to lie without a winding sheet, a man that had 
gotten great possessions." 

'So spake I, and their high hearts consented thereto. So then in 
the daytime 1 would weave the mighty web, and in the night sm- 
th.* <_unr, wht*n I had let place the torches by me. Thus for 
the space of uVee years 1 hid the thing by craft and beguiled *h* 
minds of the Achaean*. But when the fourth year arrived, and the 
seasons came round as the months waned, and many days were 
accomplished, then it was that by help of the handmaids, shameless 
things and reckless, the wooers came and trapped me, and chid me 
loudly. Thus did I finish the web liy nn will of mine, for so I tuutt. 
And now I can neither escape the marriage nor devise any further 
counsel, and my parents are instant with me to marry, and my son 
chafes that those men devour h:s livelihood, as he takes note of all; 
for by this time he has come to man's estate, and is full able to can 
for a household, for one to which Zeus vouchsafes honour. But even 
so tell me of thine own stock, whence thou ail, for tisou art not 
sprung of oak or rock, whereof old talcs tell.' 
And Odysseus of many counsels answered her and said : 
O wife revered of Odysseus, son of Laertes, wilt thou never have 
done asking rne about mine own race? Nay, but 1 will tell thee; 
yet surely thou wilt give rne over to sorrows yet more than those 
wherein I am holdcn, for so it ever is when a nun has been afar 
from his own country, so long as now 1 am, wandering in sore pain 
to many cities of mortals. Yet even so 1 will tell the* what thou 
askest and inquires** There is a bnd called Crete in the midst of tfse 
wine-dark sea, a fair land and a rich, begirt with water, and therein 
are many men innumerable, and ninety Cities. And all have not the 
same speech, but there is contusion of tongues; there dwell Acha 
and there to- of Crete, high of heart, and Cydonians there 

and Dorians of waving plumes and goodly Pebsgtans. And among 
these tides is the mighty city Cnosus, whrrrin Minos when he was 
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nine years old began to rule, he who held converse with great Zeus* 
and was the father of my father, even of Deucalion, high of heart. 
Now Deucalion begot me and ldomeneus the prince. Howbett, he 
had gone in his beaked ship* \ \ I ie son of Aunts; 

hui m^ famed name it Aethon, being the younger nf the twain aod 
he was the first born and the better man. There I saw Odysseus, 
and gave him guest -^ifts, tor the might ot the wind bare him too to 
Crete, as he was making tor Troy land, and had driven him wander- 
ing past Malea. So he stayed his ship* in Ammrus, wherel»y is the 
caw of Eilithyia, in havens hard to win, and scarce he escaped the 
tempest. Anon lie came up ID and asked for ldomeoevt, 

saying that he was his friend and held by him in love and honour* 
But it was now the tenth or the eleventh dawn since ldomeneus had 
gone in his beaked ships up into Ilios. Then I led him to the house, 
and gave him good entertainment with all loving-kindness out of the 
plenty in my house, and for him and for the rest of his cunspany, 
that went with him, 1 gathered and gave barley meal and dark 
out of the public store, and oxen to sacrifice to his heart's dew 
There the goodly Achaean* abode twelve days, for the strong N 
Wind penned them there, and suffered them not to stay upon 
coast, for some angry god had roused ir. On the thirtomtr. 
wind fell, and then they lifted anchor .* 

So be told many a false tale in the likeness of truth, and her tears 
Bowed as she listened, and her flesh meit ed. And even as the snow 
melts in the high places of the hills, the mow that the 
wind has thawed, when the West had scattered it aisroad, and 
wastes the river streams run full, even so her fair cheeks melted be- 
neath her tears, as she wept her own lord, who even then was sitting 
by her. Now Odrtsesrt had corrspatneo of bean upon has wife in her 
tarrsennng* hot his eyes kept steadfa st between bis eyehds as ir were 
horn or iron, and craftily he hid has tears. But she, when she had 
taken her till of tearful I ss imnr a ricsn, answered him in turn and 
spake, saying: 





"Friend as too* 




trsal of thee, 
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manner of man he was hirnielf, acd tell roc of his fellows that went 
with 

Then Odysseus o£ many counsels answered her, eayinp: *Lady, 
ir is hard for one so long parted from him to tell d*e all this, for it 
is now the iweniiedi year since he went thither and left my cournry. 
Yet even so I will tell thee as 1 see him in *f int. Goodly Odysseus 
wore a thick purple mantle, twofold, whsch had a brooch fashioned 
in gold, with two sheathe* for the pins, and on the face of it was a 
curious device: a hound in his forepaws held a dappled fawn and 
gazrd on it : ad. And all mm marvelled at the workman* 

ship, bow, wrought as they were in gold, the hound was gazing cm 
the fawn and strangling it, and the fawn was wriihing with his feet 
and striving to 6cc. Moreover, 1 marked the shining doublet about 
his body, like the gleam over the skin of a dried onion, so smooth 
it was, and glistering as the tun; truly many women looked thereon 
and W OftnVrwi Yet another :': I tell llier, and dn thou 

ponder it in thy heart. 1 know not if Odysseus was thus clothed 
upon at home, or if one of has fellows gave him the raiment as he 
went on board the swift ship, or even ic may be some stranger, see* 
ing that to many men was Odysseus dear, for few of the Achaean* 
were his peers. I, too, give him a sword of bronze, and a fair purple 
mantle with double fold, and a tassded doublet, and I sent him away 
with all honour on his decked ship. Moreover, a henchman bare him 
company, somewhat older than he, and I will tell thee of him too. 
what manner of man he was. He was round-shouldered, block- 
skinned, and curly-headed, his name Eurybates; and Odysseus 
honoured him above all his company, because in all things he was 
Like-minded with himself. 1 

So he sfukc, and in her heart he stirred yet more the desire of 
weeping, as she knew the certain tokens that Odysseus showed her. 
So when she had taken her fill of tearful lament, then she answered 
tad &pA< 
v verily, stranger, thou that even before west held in pity, 
shalt be dear and honourable in my lulls, for it was I who gave 
him those garments, as judging from thy words and folded thorn 
myself, and brought litem from the chamber, and added besides the 
shining brooch to be hn jewel But him I shall never welcome back, 
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returned borne to hit own dear country. Wherefore with an 
ii mi thar Odyucm went hence in the hollow ship to see 
rvi] Hies, never to be named-* 

And Odysseus of many cotirucls answered licr saying 
revered of Odysseus, son of Lacrtca, destroy not now thy fair flesh 
any more, nor wane thy heart with weeping for thy lord;— noc 

I count i: any blame in thee, for many a woman weeps that lias lost 
her wedded lord, to whom she has borne children in her love, — albeit 
a far other man tlun Odysseus, who, they lay, is like the gu ! 

cease from thy lamenting, and lay up my word in th> ur I 

cell thee without fail, and will hide nought, how bui 
heard tell of the return of Odysseus, that he is nigh at hand, am . 

in the fat land of the men of Thesproeia, and is bringing with 
him many choice treasures, as I.c begs through the land. But lie has 
lose bis dear companions and his hollow ship on the winrxiark sea, 
on hi* way from the isle Thrinacia : tor Zeus and Helios had a grudge 
nsx him, because his company bad slain the kinc of Helios. They 
for their prt all perished in the wash of the tea, but the wave cast 
him on the keel of the ship out upon the coast, on the land of 
Phaeacians that arc near of kin to the gods, and they ctd him all 
honour heartily aa unto a god, and gave him many gifts, and them- 
selves would fata have sent him scaihless home. Yea and Odysseus 
would have been here long since, but he thought it more profitable 
to gather wealth, as he journeyed over wide lands; m truly is Ody*> 
scus skilled in gainful arts above all men upon earth, nor may any 
mortal men contend with turn. So Pbeidoo king of the Thcsfvotuos 
cold me. Moreover besware, in mine own preface. a« he pottfetl the 
dri nk-orTenng in his house, that the ship Jown to the 

sea and his ccrnsuny were ready, who were to comry him to his own 
dear country. But me be fir* acnt oej, bar it chanced that a ship of the 
Tbcsprouans was 00 her way to EH drh i imi , a land nch in grain. 
And he showed me all the wealth that Odyneui had gathered, yea 

II would sufioe {or bra children after him, even to the tenth genera- 
tion, so great were the treasures be had snored in the chamber* caf 
the king. As for him he had pxse, be ***<! to Dbdoru to henr 
counsel of Zeus, from the high leafy oak trw of the sod, how he 
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Id return 10 his own dear country, having now been long . 
whether openly or by stealth. 

'In thi* wise, as I tell thee, he is safe and will come shortly, and 
very near be is and will not much longer be far from his friends and 
his own country; yet withal I will give thee? ray oath on it. Zeus 
be my WIUKU first, of gud.\ (lie highest and best, and the hedtflll 
noble (XiW :.:.. I am come, that all these things thai) 

surely be accomplished even as I tell thee. In this same year Odys- 
seus shall come hither, as the old moon wanes and the new is born.* 

Then wise Penelope answered him: 'Ah! stranger would that this 
word may be accomplished. Soon sJunildtt thou I 
nets and gift at my hands, so that whoso met with thee 

would call thec blessed. But on this wise my hear; has a boding, and 
so it shall be. Neither shall Odysseus come borne any more, nor 
shak thou gain an cvort hence, since there are no: now such masters 
in the house as Odysseus was among men,— if ever such an one 
there was,— to welcome guests revered and speed them on th- 
Hut do ye, my handmaid*, man's feet and strew a couch 

for him, bedding and mantles and shining blankets, that well and 
warmly he may come to the time of golden -throned Dawn, 
very early in the morning bathe him and anoint him, thai within 
the house hrsidr TeJrnwhiis he may tjt meat, birring quietly in the 
hall be the worse for any hurtful man of the wooers. 
that vexes the stranger, yea he shall not henceforth proht hmwlt 
here Kali thou learn concerning 

me, stranger, whether indeed 1 excel all women in wit and rfirj 
device, if all unkempt and evil clad :!■ at supper in 1 

uy be a hard nun and hard at 

heart, all men cry evil on him for the time to come, while yet he 

, and all men mock him when he is dead. But if any be a 

w and blameless of heart, his guests spread abroad his 

' the whole earth and many people call him noble.* 

Then Odysseus of many counsels aruwrm! her and said: 'O wife 

revered of Odysseus, son of Laertes, mantles wily and shining 

hateful to me, since first I >d me the snowy 

hills of Cren* y in the long oared galley; nay, 1 will Ik as in 
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lime past I was used to rest through the sleepless nights. For 

retain Oft an y bed, ami a wasted the 

throned Dawn. And baths for Use feet arc no bnger 
nor shall any women of those who are serving maidens in thy hoi 
touch my foot, unless there chance to be some i true oi be 

one that has borne as much trouble as myself; 1 would not grudye 
such an one to touch my feet.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him: 'Dear stranger, for never yet 
here come to my house, of strangers from afar, a dearer man or 
so discreet as thou, uttering so needfully the words of wisdom. I 
have ta ancient woman of on understanding ho 
nursed and tended that hapless man my lord, sbo took him in 
irmi in the hour when his mother bare him. She will wash I 
albeit her strength is frail. Up now, wise Euryclcia, and wash 
man, whose years are the same as thy master's. Yea and peril 
such even now arc the feet of Odysseus* and such too his hand*. i< 
quickly men age in misery.' 

jha spake, and the old woman covered her face with her 
and shed hot tears and spake a v (mentation, saying: 

'Ah, woe is me, child, for thy .-ukc. all hclplr am! 

Zeus hated thee above all men, though thou hadst % god-fc-ru 
spirit! For never yet dsd any mortal burn so r I neces of 

thigh and so many choice hecatombs to Zeus, whose joy h 
thunder, as thou didst give to him, praying that so th 
irruw to a smooth old age and rr.tr thy renowned son. But now r< 
thee . '< Zeus wholly cut ofT the day of thy reiurrung. Hapl 

U him too did the women mock in a strange land afar, whi 
he came to the famous palace of any k>rd, oven as here these 
leu ones all mock at thee. To shun ills and many taunt 

ii it that thou MiiTcrea thrm nnt rr> wash thy feet, b lU Jf" 

of Icariu- -tdope, hath bidden mc tiut am rigti 

NVIscreforc I will wash thy feet, both for I'cncSof 
and for " ■ ■ i. for that my hean within roe is moved and 

bled. But come, mark the word that 1 shall speak. Many stranj 
travel-worn have ere now come hither, but I say thar 
tern any sn like another, Dfl thou art like Odysseus, in iaihkui 
voice and in feet.* 
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Then Odysseus of many counsels answered bcr saying: ^CMd wife, 
even so all men declare, that have beheld us twain, that we favour 
each oilier exceedingly, even as thou dost mark and say.' 

Thereupon the crone took the shining cauldron, whcTcironV she 
set to wash his tect, and poured in much cold water and next mingled 
therewith the warm. Now Odysseus sat aloof from the hearth, and 
of a sudden he turned his face to the darkness, for anon he had a 
misgiving of heart lest when she handled him ?he might know the 
star again, and all should be repealed. Now she drew near her lord 
to wash him. and m ] she knew the scar of the wound, 

that the boar had dealt bins with his white tusk long ago, when Odys- 
seus went to Parnassus to see Autolycus, and the sons of Autolycus. 
his mother's noblr father, who outdid all DM very and skill 

in swearing. This skill was the e god himself, even Hermes; 

for that he burned to him the wcU^Jca»ruj ot the thighs 

of Iambs and kids; wherefore Hermes abetted him gladly. Now 
Aurolycus once had gone to the rich land of Ithaca, and found his 
daughter's son a child new-bom, and when he was making an end 
of supper, behold, Iuirycteia set the babe on his knees, aisd spake and 
hailed hirn: 'Autolycus, rind now a name thyself to give thy child's 
own son; for lo, he is a child of many prayers.' 

Then Autolycus made answer and spake: 'My daughter and ray 
daughter's lord, give ye him whatsoever name I cell you. Forasmuch 

I am come hither in wrath again* main !«*h man 

woman, over the fruitful earth, wherefore let the child's name he 
"a roan cf wrath," Odysseus. But when the child reaches his lull 
growth, and comes to the great house ot his mother's kin at Parnas- 
sus, whereby are ray rsossesiions, I will give him a gift out of these 
and send him on his way rejoicing.' 

Therefore it was that Odysseus went to receive the splendid gifts. 
And Autolycus and the sons of Autolrcus grasped his hands and 
greeted gentle words, and Amphitbea, his mother's mother, 

clasped him in her arms and kissed his face and both his fair eyes. 
Then Autolycus called to his renow n ed sons to get ready the meal, 
and tbey hearkened so ihrraEL So presently they Itrl in 3 five-year-old 
bsi 1 l*y Saved and busily prepared, and cut up all the limbs 

> Statins** 
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.ind (Wily chopped them small, ami pierced them with \\ 
roiiMed them cunningly, dividing the messes. S ng 

I feasted till the going down of the sun, and their sou] b 
not ought of the equal banquet. Hut when the wan sank and d 
nc?s came on, then the\ laid them to rest and took the boon of ? I 

Now so soon as t h, the r.Kv-fingered, they 

all went fonh to the chase, the bound* and the sons of A 

with them went the goodly Odysseus. So thty fared up the 
steep hill of wood-ciad Parnassus, and quickly they came to Use 
windy hollows. Now the sun was but just striking on the fields, 
and was come forth from the soft flowing stream of deep O 
Then the beaters reached a gbde of the woodland, and beii i 

i Ik hounds tracking a scent, but behind came the sons 
Autolycua, and among them goodly Odysseus followed dose on the 
hounds, swaying a long spear. Thereby in i thick lair was a great! 
boar lying, and through the coppice the force of the wet winds blew 
never, neither did the bright sun light on it w ith his rays, nor could 
the rain pierce through, so thick it was, and of fallen leaves there was 
s;ic-it plenty tisercin. Then the tramp of the mens feet and * 
dogs* came upon the boar, as they pressed on in the chase, and 
us Lnr he sprang towards them with crest well briftled 
tire shining in his eyes; and stood at bay before them all. 
Odysseus Mii the firsz to rush m, holding his spt-u al strong 

hand, most eager to sob him; but the boar was too quick and drase 
a gash above the knee, ripping deep into the flesh with his t 
he charged sideways, but he reached not to the bone of the man. 
Then Odysseus aimed well and smote him oo bis right shoulder, so 
that the point of the bright spear war dan through, and the boar 
tell in the dust with a cry, and his life passed from him. Then the 
dear sons of Autotycus began to busy them with the carcase, 
tor the wound of the noble godhke Odysseus, they bound it 
fully, and stayed the black blood with a song of healing, and 

rturoed to the bouse of their dear father. Then A 
the srsra of Autolycui got runs well healed of his hurt, and ga 
splendid gifts, and quickly sent i 

speeding a glad guest. There his father and lady rnotber were 
ii his returning, and asked him of all hi i . 
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^ wound how he cairn- sd duly he told them all, namely how 

the boar gashed him itt tuik in the chase, when he had 

gone 10 Parnassus on* of Autoh 

Now the old woman cook the scarred limb and passed her hands 
down if* and knew it by the touch and let the foot drop sudd 
so dial the knee fell into tin: bath, and the brazen vessel rang, being 
turned over on the other side, and behold, die water was spilled on 
the ground. Then joy and anguish came on her in one moment, 
and both her eyes filled up with tears, and the voice of her utterance 
itayed, and touching the chin of Odysseus she spike to kirn, 
>ug: 

'Yea verily, thou art Odysseus, my dear child, and I knew thec not 
before, till 1 had handled all the body of my lord.' 

Therewithal she looked towards Penelope, as minded to make 
a sign that her husband was now home. But Penelope could not 
mrs note of htr a Cor Athene had bent her thoughts 

to other things, But Odvwcu lie utd woman's throat 

gript it with his right hand and with the other drew her closer to 
him and spake, si> i 

'Woman, why wouidest thou indeed destroy mc? It was thou 
that didu nurse me there ;t thine own breast, and now after travail 
and rntiili pain I am crwnr in :he twentieth ywr to mine own 
country. But since thou an ware of mc, and the god has put tins 
in thy heart, be silent, lest another learn the matter in the halls. 
For on this wise 1 will declare it, and it shall surely be accom- 
plished:— if the gods subdue the lordly wooers unto me, I will not 
bold my hand from thee, my nurse though thou an, when I slay 
the other tmndmatdf in my halls.' 

Then wise Eurydcu answered, saying: 'My child, what word 
hath escaped the door of thy lips? Thou knowest how firm is ny 
spirit and unyielding, and 1 will keep mc fast as stubborn stone or 
iron. Yet another thing will ! tell thee, and do thou ponder 

■se heart. If the gods subdue the lordly wooers io thy hind, then 
wiD I tril thee all the tale of die w:*iirxi in the halls, which of tisem 
dishonour thee and winch be guildess.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: Nurse, 
wherefore I pay thee wilt thou speak of these? Thou needest not, 
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for tvcn I mysrlf will mark thrm well and take knowledge 
each. Nay, do thou keep thy uying to thyself, and leavr 
10 the gods.' 

Even so he spake, and the old woman pused forth from il 
to bring water tor hi* fret, for rh.ir f.rst water wax all spilled, 
wlien she lud washed him and Anointed him well with olive-oil, 
Odysseus again drew up his settle nearer to the lire to warm himself, 
and covered up the scar with his rags. Then the wise Penelope 
first, saying: 

'Stranger, there is yet a little thing I will mike hnld to auc tl 
for sr> E bfl the hour for pleasant re 

ever sweet sleep fails, though he be heavy with care. Out to me hi* 
die god given sorrow, yea sorrow measureless, for all the day 1 
have my till of < . id lamenting, as 1 look to mine own house- 

wiferies and to the- u*kl <i die U hi wsb Bin when 

night comes anrl sln-n takr\ hnld of A\, I lie on my touch, and 
shrewd cares, thick thronging about my in et roe 

my sorrowing. Even as when the daughter of Pandarcus, the 
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nightingale of the greenwood, sings v Ft season of 

spring, from her plao hick leafage of the tree*, and 

many a turn and trill she pours forth her full-voiced music l*ew 
ing her child, deal Itylus, whom on a W with 

sword unwitting, Itylus the son of Zcthus the prince; even as ber 
song, my troubled soul sways to and fru.lShiLl I abide with my 
son, and keep all secure, all the things cf 'my getting, my thralls 
and £> roofisd home, Isaving respect unto the bed of my 

lord and ll i the |)cople« or even now follow with the best 

of the Achaean* that woos me in the balls, and gives a bride-price 
beyond reckoning? Now my son, so long as he was a child and 
light of heart, sutfercd me no 1 le house 1 

husband: but now that he ll is come to the 

fuH measure of manhrxKl 1 e prays me to go back horn 

these walls, being vexed for his possessions that the Achaean* devour 
before his eyes- But coo f mine and till sue 

terpretation thereof. Twenty geese 1 the house, that 

cat wheat, coming forth from the wjici m gladdened at 

the sight. Now a great eagle of crooked beak swooned from the 
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mountain, and brake all their necks and slew them; and they lay 
strewn in a heap in thr halls, while he was home aWift 10 the 
bright air. Thereon I wept and wailed, in a dream though it wax 
and around mc were garnered the fair-tressed Achaean women as 
1 made piteous lament, for that the eagle had shin my gecsc. But 
he came bock and sat him down on a jutting point of the roof- 
beam, and with the voice of a man he spake, and stayed my weeping: 

'"Take heart, O daughter of renowned tcarius; this is no dream 
but a true vision, that sJull be accomplished for thee. The geese are 
the wooers, and I that before was the eagle am now thy husband come 
again, who will let slip untruly death upon all the wooers."* With 
that word sweet slumber let me go, and I looked about, and beheld 
i-rese in the court pecking their wheat at the trough, where they 
were wont before' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her and said: 'Lady, 
none may turn aside the dream to interpret it otherwise, seeing that 
Odysseus himself bath showed thee how he will fulfil it. For the 
wooers desmxrion is dearly booVd. far ll and every one; not a 
man shall avoid death and the fates.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him: "Stranger, verily dreams are 
hard, and hard to be discerned; nor are all things therein fulfilled 
for men. Twain are the gates of shadowy dreams, the one is fash- 
ioned of horn and one of ivory. Such dreams as pass through the 
portals of sav .ire deceitful, and bear tidings thai are unful* 

tilli . ■-• dreams tlut come forth through the gates of polished 

horn bring a true issue, whosoever of mortals beholds them. Yc 
mcthinks my strange dream came not thence; of a truth that would 
be mnA welcome to me and to my son. But another thing will I 
frll thrr, .iru! da ihou ponder it in thj bran. Lai, men now drawi 
nigh the mi- • name, that is to sever me from die bouse of 

Odysseus, for now I am about to ordain for a thai those axes that 
he would sot up in a row in his halls, like stay* of oak in ship- 
building, twelve in all. and he would stand far apart and shoot 
his arrow through them nil. And now 1 will offer this contest to 
the wooers; who** shall most easily suing the bow in his ha 
and shoot through all twelve axes, with him *ill 1 go and forsake 
this house, this house of my wedlock, so fair and tilled wish ail 
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^lood, which mcthinks 1 shall yet rcrocrabi-T, ayr, in a 
Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her and said 
^-d of Odysseus, son of Irenes, no longer delay this cornea 
thy hall*; for, lo, Odysseus of many counsels will b« here, 
these men, for nil their handling of this polished bow, shall 
&irini£ it, and %1kX the anuw through thr ir< 

Then the wise Penelope answered him: 'Stranger, A oidy 
wcrt willing still lo sit beside me in the halls an *hl 

not upon my eyelids would sleep he shed. Bu: men may in no 
wise ahide sleepless ever, for the immortals hare nude a lime foe 
.ill things for iiKjruU on the grainy! -h. Howtx-i: I will go 

pper chamber. Bfld b) itk on my bed, the place of 
groaning*, that is ever watered by my tears, since the d 
Odymm went to sec that evil Uio*, never to be named. Th 
I lay me flnwn, hut do thou live in thi> hc*i«o; either strew thee 
somewhat on the rlx.r. 01 hi rhi*m lay bedding for ihee.' 

Therewith she amended tu her shining upper chamber, not alone, 
far with her likewise went her handmaid*. So sh-r went akv 
tier upper chamber with the women her handmaids, and there was 
bewailing Odysseus, her dear lord, till grey-eyed Athene cast sweet 
deep upon her eyri 



BOOK XX 






Fsllas and Odysseus consult of the kilting of the wooers. 

KT the goodly Odysseus laid him down to deep in the vesti- 
bule of the house. He spread an undressed bull's hide on 
the ground jnd above it many fleeces of sheep, th 
Achaean s were wont to sky in sacrifice, and Eurynome threw a 
mantle 01 where he by. There Odyv _kciul, with 

oil thoughts against the wooers in his heart. And the women came 
ErOffl their chamber, that aforciimc were wont to lie with 
the wooers, making bushier and mirth among themselves. Then 
the heart of Odysseus was started within his breast, and much be 
f nursed with his mind and soul, whether he should leap forth 
upon them and deal death to each, or suffer them to lie with the 
proud wooers, now for the last and latest time- And his heart 
led sullenly within him. And even as a bitch stands over her 
tender whelps growling, when she spies a man she knows not. and 
she DO assail him, to growled his heart within him in his 

wrath at their evd deeds. Tlxn he smote upon has breast and 
rebuked his own heart, saying: 

"Endure, my heart; yea, a baser thins; thou once didst bear, on 
that day when the Cyclops, unrestrained in fury, devoured the 
men of my company; hut still thou didst endure till thy 
Eound a is- ay for thee forth from out the cave, where thou 
thoughicst to d 
So spake he, chiding his own spine within him, and his heart 
- bedience to has word. But Odysseus him- 
self lay tossing this way and I <! as when a man by a great 
fire btirning t.krs a paunch lull oi Li and hlnnd. .< ii dii* 
way and thai and longs to have i; roasted most speedily, so Odysseus 
tossed from side to side, musing how he might stretch forth his 
jpon the sharnciess wooers, being but one man against sn 
many. Then down from heaven came Athene and drew ni^h him, 
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Usruoncd in the likeness of a woman. And she stood over his hod 
and spoke to him, saying: 

'Lo oow again, wherefore art thou watching, most luckless of all 
men living? Is not this thy house and is not thy wife '.here within 
and thy child, such a son as men wish to have [or tlicir own ?' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered her saying: "Yea. 
goddess, all this thou hast spoken as is meet. But my heart within 
me muses in some measure upon this, how I may stretch forth my 
hands upon the shameless wooers, being but one man, while they 
abide ever in their companies within. Moreover, this other and 
harder matter I ponder in my heart : even if I were to slay them by 
thy will and the will of Zeus, whither should 1 Ace from the 
avengers? Look well to this, 1 pray thee.' 

Then answered the goddess, grey-eyed Athene: 'O hard of belief! 
yea, many there be that trust even in a weaker friend than I am, 
in ooe that is a mortal and knows not such craft as mine; but 1 am 
a god, that pr e s er ve thee to the end, in all manner of toils. And 
I will tell thee plainly; even should fifty companies of mortal 
compass us about eager to slay us in battle, even their kine 
shouldst thou drive oil and their brave Bocks. But let sleep in turn 
wine over thee; to wake and to watch all night, this too is vexa- 
tion of spirit; and soon shah thou rise from out of thy troubles.' 

So she spake and poured slumber upon his eyelids, but for her 
part the fair goddess went back to Olympus. 

While sleep Laid hold of him loosening the cares of hit soul, sleep 
that loosens the limbs of men. his good wife awoke and wept as 
she sax on her soft bed. But when she had taken her fill of weeping, 
to Artemis first the fair lady made her prayer: 

'Artemis, lady and goddess, daughter of Zeus, would that even 
now thou wouldst plant thy shaft within my breast and take my life 
away, even in this hour! Or else, would that the stormwind might 
snatch me up, and bear me hence down the dusky ways, and cast 
me forth where the back-flowing Oceanus mingles with the sea. 
It should be even as when the stonnwinds bare away the daughters 
of Pandareus. Their father and their mother the gods had thin, 
and the maidens were left orphans in the halls, and fair Aphrodite 
cherished them with curds and sweet honev and delicious wine. And 
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Here gave them beauty and wisdom beyond the lot of women, and 
holy Artemis dowered them with stature, and Athene taught them 
skill in all famous handiwork. Now while fair Aphrodite was 
wending to high Olympus, to pray that a glad marriage might be 
accomplished for the maidens,— and 10 Zeus she went whose joy 
is in the thunder, for he knows all thing* well, what the fates give 
and deny to mortal men— in the meanwhile the spirits of the storm 
snatched away these maidens, and gave them to be handmaids to 
ilir hateful Erinyes. Would that in such wise ihey that hold iIk* 
mansions of Olympus would take me from the sight of men, or 
that fair-tressed Artemis would strike mc, that so with a vision of 
Odysseus before mine eye* 1 might even pass beneath the dreadful 
earth, nor ever make a baser man's delight! But herein is an evil 
that may well be borne, namely, when a man weeps all the day 
long in great sorrow of heart, but sleep takes him in die night, for 
sleep makes him forgetful of all things, of good and evil, when once 
it has overshadowed his eyelids. But as for me, even the dreams 
that the gods send upon mc are evil. For furthermore, this very 
night one seemed to lie by my side, in the likeness of my lord, as 
he was when he went with the host, and then was my heart glad, 
since met bought it was no vain dream but a clear vision at the last.' 

So she spake, and anon came the golden-throned Dawn. Now 
goodly Odysseus caught the voice of her weeping, and then he felt 
a musing, and it seemed to him that even now she knew him and 
was standing by his head. So he look up the mantle and the fleeces 
whereon he was lying, and set them on a high seat in the hall, and 
bare out the bull's hide out of doors and laid it there, and lifting up 
his hands he prayed to Zeus: 

'Father Zeus, if ye gods of your good will have led me over wet 
and dry, to mine own country, aftrr ye had plagued mc sore, let 
some one 1 pray of tbc folk that are waking show me a word of good 
omen within, and without let some sign also be revealed to me from 
Zeus.' 

So he spake in prayer, and Zeus, the counsellor, heard him. 
Straightway he thundered from shining Olympus, from on high 
from the place of clouds; and goodly Odysieus was glad. More- 
over, a woman, a grinder at the mill, uttered a voice of omen from 
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lta the hoi I by, where wood i; E «li 

the people. At these handmills twelve women in all plied t!> 
making meal of barley and of wheat, the marrow of men. Now 
the others wwo asleep, for they had ground out their task of grain. 
bur. one alone rested not yet, being the weakest of alL She 
stayed ber quern and *pake a word. I lords 

'Father Zeus, who rulest over gods and men, loudly I 
thundered from the starry sky. yet nowhere it there a cloud to :* 
seen: this surely is a portent thou art showing to some mortal, I 
now, I pray thee, even to miserable me. the word that 1 shall speak. 
May the woort\, on this cLiy, foe die lau and latest time make 

sweet feasting in the halls of Odysseus! Th« hai 

looKncd ray kr.ee* with cruel toil to grind their barley meal, 
they now sup their last!" 

Thus she spake, and goodly Odysseus was gtod in the omen of 
the voice ami is; for Sr ilv>. ijd 

gotten his vengeance on the gui 

Now the other maideni in the fair halls of Odysseui had gathered, 
and were kindling on the hearth the never-resting fire. And Telcnia- 
eJnu rose from his bed, a godlike man, and put on hit raiment, and 
dung a lharp swoid about his shoulders, and beneath ,ng 

fret he bound his goodly sandals. And he caught tap his tnig 
aixax shod with sharp bronze, and went and stood by the threshold, 
and spake to Euryclcia: I 

'Dear nurse, have ye honoured our guest in the bou | od 

jnd couch, or does he lie uncared for, as he may? Fnr this is my 
mother's way, wise a* *hc is: blindly she honours on rtal 

men, even the worse, but the better she send* without honour aw 

Then the prude > ieia answered: IN I, thou 

shoaldst not now blame hex where no blame is. For the ■ 
sac and drank wine, so Jong as he would, and of food he 
was no long** mother asked him. Moreover, again a 

the hour when he should bethink him of rest and sleep, she bade 
the maidens strew for him a bed. But he, as one utterly wretched 
and ill fated, refused to lie on a couch and under bl 
an undressed hide and 00 the fleeces of sheep be slq-i is rise 
vestibule, and we cast a mantle over him. 1 
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So she 



and Tclemacb 



jsscd out through the lull *iih 
hit lan:c in hi; hand, and two fleet dogs bare him company. He 
went or. his way to the assembly-place to join the goodly greaved 
Achaean*. But the good lady Eurycleia, daughter of Ops so:. 
Petscnor, called aloud to her maideus: 

'Come hither, let some of you go busily and sweep the hall, and 
sprinkle it. and on the fair-fasruoned scats throw purple coverlets, 
and others with sponges wipe all the tables dean, and cleanse the 

injj 1m-v.1i and wrJl-wrought double beakers, and others a 
go frw water to the well, and return with it right speedily. For the 
wooers will not long be out of the hull but will return very early, 
for it is a feast day, yea for all the people." 

So she spake, and thev ali gm ready Ml and hearkened. Twenty 
of them went to ihe well of dark water, and the others there in the 
lulls werr hu&y with Uulful hands. 

Then in came the serving-men of the Achacans. Thereon they 
deft the faggots well and cunningly, while, behold, the women came 
back from the well. Then the swineherd joined them leading ihrec 
fatted boars, the best in all the nock. These he left to feed a; large 
in the fair courts, but as for him he ■ Odysseus gently, 

TcD mc, stranger, do the Achacans at all look on thcr with more 
regard, ox do they dishonour thee in the halls, as heretofore?' 
Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: 
'Oh, that the gods, Eumaeus, may avenge the scorn wherewith 
these men deal insolently, and deviw inf. mute deeds in another's 
house, and have no place for shame!' 

On such wise they spake one to another. And MeJanthius tlrew 

near them, the goatherd, leading the goat* that were most excellent 

in all the herds to be a dinner Cor the wooers, and two shepherds 

hare him company. So he tethered tlse goats beneath the echoing 

gallery, and himself spake to Odysseus and taunted him, saying: 

'Stringer, wilt thou still be a plague to us here in the hall, with 

begging of men, and wilt not get thec gone 5 In no wise do 1 

lered, till we taste each the other's fists, 

i*gging is out of all order. Also there are elsewhere other 

of the Achaean*.* 
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So be spake, but Odysseus of many counsels answeied liim a 
word, but in silence he shook his bead, brooding evil in tbe deep of 
his brut 

Moreover a third nun came up, Philoetius, a master of men, lead- 
ing a barren hrifcr for the uoorn am! i.ir.-d gimv Now ferrymen 
Iiad brought then) over from (he mainland, boatmen who send even 
other folk} on their way, whosoever comes to them. The laiUe be 
tethered carefully beneath the echoing gallery, and himself 
dose to the swineherd, and began to question hi 

'Swineherd, who is this stranger but newly come to our house? 
F ; mm what mm does he claim his birth? Where are hi 

tve fields 5 I hfdoJI is he, yet in fashior. he is Ukc a roy ■] 
but the gods mar the goodhncss of wandering men. when even Cor 
king* they have woven the web of trouble' 

So he spake, and came clow to him offering his right hand in 
welcome, and uttering his voice spoke to him winged worrl 

'Father and strangrr, hail! may happines* be thine in the time 
to come; but as now, thou art fast boldeo in many sorrows! Father 
Zeus, none other god is more baneful than thou; thou hast no com- 
passion on men, that are of thine own begetting, but make* them 
10 have fellowship with evil and with bitter pains. The sweat brake 
out on me when I beheld him, and mine ryes stand full of torn 
for memory of OcV -he too, rncthinks, ts dad in such rile 

raiment as this, and is wandering among men, it haply he yet lives 
and aces the sunlight. But if he be dead already and in the house 
o! Hades, then woe is me for the noble Odysseus who set me over 
his cattle while I was but a lad in the land of the CcphaUesainfts. 
And now these wax numberless; in no better wise rxiukl the breed 
of broad-browed cattle of any mortal increase even as the cars of 
corn. But strangers command roc to be ever driving these for tbenv 
serves to devour, and they care nothing for the nor in the house, 
nor trrmbie at the vengeance of the gods, for they ore eager even 
now 10 divide among themselves tbe possessions of our lord who is 
long afar. Now my bean within my breast often revolve* this 
iking. Truly it were an evil deed, while a son of the master is yet 
alive, to get me away tu the land of strangles, and go off, 
tattle and all, to alien men. But this is more grievous still, to abide 
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in affliction watching over the herds of other men. Yea, Ion* 

1 would Live fled and pone forth to some other of the proud 

king*, for things are now past sufferance; hut still ^hi is 

of ttar :ic, if hr rnigh come I know not whence, and make 

a scattering of the wooers in the halls.' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him savin*: 

'Neatherd, teeing thou an not like to an evil man or a foolish, 
and of myself I mark how th.it thou hast gotten understanding of 
heart, therefore I will tell thee somewhat, and swear a great oath 
to amora it. Be Zeus now ray witness before any god, and the 
hospitable board and the hearth of noble Odysseus, whereunio I 
mm come, that while thou art stili in this place Odysseus shall come 
home, and thou shah see with thine eye*, if thou wilt, the slaying of 
the wonrrs who lord it here.' 

Then the neatherd made answer, saying: 

4 Ah, would, stranger, that Cronion may accomplish this word! 
So ahouldsz thou know what my might is, and bow my hands follow 
to obey. 1 

In like manner Eumaeus prayed to all the gods, that wise Odys 
texts might return to his own home. 

On such wise they snake one tn the other, but the wooers at dun 
time were framing death and doom for Tclemachus. Even so there 
came by them a bird on their left, an eagle of lofty Bight, with a 
cowering dove in his dock. Then Amphinomut made harangue 
and spake among th> 

his counn 1 not go well, namely, the slaying 

c! Tclemachus; rather let us bethink us of the feast.' 

So spake Am prune m us, and his saying pleased them well. They 

ed into the halls of godlike Odysseus and Laid by their mantles 

on the chairs and high seats, and sacrificed great sheep and stout 

goats and the httfagi nf the boars and the heifer of the herd; then 

> roasted the enuaiis and sened them round irn\ mixed 
in the bowl, and the swineherd set a cup by each man. And 
1'htJoetius, a master of men, handed them w beaten bread in beauti- 
ful baskets, and Mesanthius poured out the wine. So they put forth 
their hands on the good cheer set before them. 

•nose, made Odysseus to sit 
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down within the stablished hall by the threshold of stone, and 

fbf linn j mean \c:tlc and a lit! He srt b> I mm of 

the cr.troiis, and pour. .to a golden cup and spak< 

sayin>;: 

'There, sit thee down, drinking thy wine among 
the I self will ward ofl from 

thee, for this ifl DO »" ■ of public resort, but the very bourn of 
Odysseus, and for tnc he won it. But, yc wooers* refrain your 
minds from rebukes and your hands from buffets that no u 
and feud may oris*/ 

So he said, and they all bit their lips and marvelled at T«k 
in thai he spake bciUUy. Tlttii Antiiiuus, son of Lupdtbci, ajukr 
anions tlscm. saying: 

1 though the word be, let us accept it, Achacana, CVG 
word of Tclestuchus, though mightily he threatens us in his ta> 

-us Cronion hath hindered us of our purpose, else woi 
have silenced him in our rails, si: 1 as he is. 1 

So ■jnln Andnou* but Tdecoachus took no beed oi 
Now the henchmen were leading through the town the bo 
tomb of tin.- gods, and lo, the long-haired Achaean* were gathered 
beneath the shady grove of Apollo, the prince of archery. 

Now when they had rousted the outer flesh and drawn lc ofl the 
SpifS, thtv divided the messes and Miami the glorious feaw. And 
beside Odysseus they that waited set an equal share, tbe uimc ai 
that which fell to themselves, for so Teicnuchus conunanded, the 
dear son of divine Odysseus. 

Atlscne would in nowise sutler v wooers to abstain 

from hiring scorBj tlut the the deeper into the 

heart of Odysseus, son of Laertes. There was among the wooc 
man of a lawless bean, Ctcsippus was his name and in Same was his 
home, who trusting, forsooth, to his vast possessions, was wooing 
wife of Odysseus the lord long afar. And now he spake among 
toud wooers: 

'Hear me, ye lordly wooers, aisd I will say somewhat. The 
stranger verily has long had his due portion, as is meet, an equal 
share; for it is twK fair nor ju« to rob the guests of Tclcrtu. 
of their right, whosoever they may be that come to this house. Go 
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B| I ilio will bestow on him a stranger's gift* '' 1Jl I* in turn 
may give a present either 10 the bach-woman, or to any other of the 
thrall - lie house of godlike Odysseus." 

Therewith he caught up an ox"* foot from the dish, where it by, 
am! hurled it with vroug hand. Rut Odysseus lightly avoided it 
with a turn of his head, and smiled right grimly in his heart, and 
the ox's fooc smote the wcil-buildcd wall. Then Tdcnuchus re- 
buked Ctcsippuf, saying: 

Verily, Qtnip happier for thy heart's 

pleasure as it is! Thou «! ^mi;e thr stranger, for he himself 

avoided that wfc <s: M in in, else suitly would I have struck 

thee through die midst with the sharp spear, and in place of 
wedding banqi; ihcr would have had to busy him about a 

funeral feast in this place. Wherefore let no man make sltow of 
unseemly deeds in this my house, for now I have understanding to 
i both good and evil, but in time |ust 1 wu yt-t a child. But 
as needs we must, wc still endure to sec these deeds, white sh« 
slaughtered and wine drunken and bread devoured, for hard n is 
for one man to restrain n I : come, no longer work mc harm 

out of an evil heart; but if ye be set on slaying mc, even me, with 
the sword, even that would I rather endure, and far better would 
it be to die than to witness for ever these unseemly deed*— at; 
shamefully entreated, and men haling the handmaidens in foul 
wise through the fair house.' 

So he spake, and they were all hushed in silence. And late and 
at btf spake among them Agebus, son of Damav 

'Friends, when a righteous word has been spoken, none surd) 
would rebuke another with hard speech and be angry. Misuse yc 
not this stranger, nor any of the thralls that ore in the house of 
godlike Odysseus. But to Telemachui himself 1 would speak a 
soft word and to his mother, if perchance it may Sod favour with 
the mind of those twain. So long as du had 

hope of the wise Odysseus rrturnmg to his own house, so long none 
could be wroth that yc waited and held back the wooers in the 
halls, for so had it been better, if Odysseus had returned and come 
■ :i home, fkit event is plain, that he will 

1 iy mother and trll her all, n 
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that she must wed the best man that wooei her. and wboao >- 
rno*t gifts; jo shall them wirS gladness live on the heritage oi 
father, rating aru! drinking, wliilr die cares for another*! house.' 

Then wise Tclemachua answered, and sad: *Nay by Zeus, 
Agclaus, and by the griefs of my father, who far away methinks 
from Ithaca has perished or goes wandering, So nowise do I delay 
my mother* marriage: My, I bid her be married to what man ahe 

Itotit number. But I do indeed 
thamr to drive her forth from the lull, despite her will, by a wurd 
of compulsion; God forbid that ocr this should be/ 

ike TcIeronchiK, but among the wooen Pallas Athene roused 
laughter unquenchable, and dravc their wits wandering. And now 
they wiTt- bughing with alirn lips daljhled was the 

fleAn they ate, and rlirir eyes were filled wil 

WU lamentation. Then the godlike Theoclymenus spake 

among them : 

t etched men, what woe is this re sutler? Shrouded 
are your heads and your facet and your knee*, and kindled 
I wailing, and all cheeks are wet with tear*, and lb 
and the fair main-beams of the roof jrc sprinkled with bloo< : 
the porch is full, and full is the court, of ghosts that hasten beft- 
waxds beneath the gloom, and the sun has perished out of heaven, 
I mist has overspread the world.* 
So «f md they all laughed sweetly M him. Then Euryma- 

chus son of Polybus, began to speak to them, taying: 

*Tlie guest that is newly come from a strange land ia beside hinv 
vlf. <.>iiick. ye young men, and convey him forth out of doors, 
that he may go to the place of the gathering, since here be find* it 
is night/ 
Thm godlike Theoclymenus antwrttd him: "Euryraachus, in 
nowise do 1 aeek guides of thee to send me on my way. Eyes have 
I, and ears, and both my feet, and a stable mind in my breast ot no 
mean fashioning. With these 1 will go fords, for I see evil coming 
on you, which not one man of the wooers may avoid or sh 

■j who in the house of divine Odysseus deal ifuofertfly with 
men and devise infatuate deeds.' 
Therewith he went forth from out of the fair-lying 
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came 10 Peiraeus wlio received him gladly. Then all the wooers. 

g one at 1 ! TeJetii mgex, laughii 

m hit guest*. And thu* wne one of the haughty youth* 
speak; 

' I <Iemacbus, do man U more luckless than thou in in> gucsu, 
seeing thou keeper such a filthy wanderer, whosoever he be, always 
longing for bread and wine, and skilled in no peaceful work 
jny deed of war, but a mere burden of die earth. And 
fellow again must sund up to play the aeer! Nay. but if thou 
wouldest listen to me, much better it were. Let us CM 
strangers on board a benched ship, and send them to the 
whence they would fetch thee their pci 

So spake the wooers, but be heeded not their words; in silence 
he looked towards bis I i<cang evermore the hour when 

he should stretch forth his hands upon the shamewesa wooers. 

Now the daughter a wise Penelope, had set her 

over against them, and heard the words of each one of 
men in the halls. For in dse raidsi of laughter they had got ready 
the midday meal, a sweet meal and abundant, for they had sacrificed 
rrui . But never could there be | banquet less gracious ilun 

*upper, such an one as the goddess and the brave man were 
soon to spread for them; for that they had begun the devices of 
ihamt. 

1 Kcjdux iX*«r, wbkh u * <*<mQM. Or, Jutpu* *t MS&. ft*** *wd 
•fcMh! I*** iWbi «omU> prk«/ tfcr lUiott to **+» WU<. e*+Mj. she 
which b i-ujwi by dM wmtn. 
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Penelope bfingeth forth her husband't bow, which the suitors could not 
bend, but was bent by Odysseus. 

NOW the goddess grey-eyed Athene, put it into the 
of the daughter of Icarius wise Penelope, to set ihe bow 
ai>d the axes of gtey iron, foe the wooer* in tiie halls of 
Odvuc us, to be the weapons of the concert, jiic! the beginning of 
death. So she descended the tall staircase of her chamber, and * 
the well bent key in her strong hand, a goodly key of bron,v, 
whereon was a handle of \nd lhe betook her, • 

handmaidens, to the trr.iMirr-rrwrnhor in the uttermost pan of the 
bouse, where lay the treasures of her to.d, bronze and gold 
well-wrought iron. And there lay the back-bent bow aii-1 
for the arrow*, and many shafts were therein, winged for deal 
gifts of a friend of Odysseus, thai met with him in Lacedaemoo, 
n of Euryiiit, a man like to the god*. These twain fell 
MrMeite.% in the house of wite Orlikxhu*. 
had gone thither to recover somewhat that wa* 
to him from all the people, for the n> sne had lifted thn 

hundred sheep in benched slups from out of kl h th 

rds of the flock. I i these ii Odysseus wror 

cm a far embassy, being yet a lad; far his father m!stt elders 

MOI him forth. Moreover, Iprutus came i search for 

twelve brood marcs, which he had lost, with sturdy mules at the 
l same it was thai broi m the 

latM end, when he came to the i dy of heart, the 

m. in Heracles* that had knov unote 

i his guest in fa in I. is fi 

he vengeance of the | table 

he spread before him; for after the meal he Jew bin 
though he was, and kept for himself in the halls the I 
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of hoof. After these wu Iph-.tus asking, when he met with Odysseus. 
and he gave him the bow, which of old great Eur vim bare and had 
01 his death to his son in hts lofty house. And Odysseus gave 
Iphitus a tharp sword and a mighty spear, for the beginning of a 
ig friendship; but never had they acquaintance one of another 
at thr board; ere that might be, thr sun nf Zeus sli-.v Iphinu win nf 
Eurytus, a man like to the immortals, thr same that g.ive Odysseus 
the bow. But goodly Odysseus would never take it with him on 
the black ships, as he went to the wars, but the bow mi bid by 
at home in the halU as a memorial of a dear guest, and he carried it 
on hi 1 own land. 

Now when the fair lady had come even to U* ucaiure-thamber, 
and had slept upon the threshold of oak, which the carpenter had 
on a time planed cunningly, and over it had made straight the line,— 
doorposts also had be fitted thereby, whereon he set shining doorsv- 
anoo she quickly loosed the strap from the handle of the door, and 
thrust in the Ley, and with .1 sti m shut back the bolls. And 

B as a bull roars that is grazing in a meadow, so mightily mated 
the fair doors smitten by the key; and speedily they flew open before 
her. Then she stepf. on to the U^h tloor. where the cotters stood, 
wherein the fragrant railMBI was stored. Thence she stretched 
forth her hand, and ionic the how fmm oft the pin, all in the h' 

whkh sheathed it at" \ there she sat down, and sei 

the case upon her knees, and cried aloud and wept, and took out the 
bow of her lord. on she had her fill of tearful lament, she 

set forth to go to the hall to the company of the proud wooers, with 
the back-bent bow in her hands, and the quiver for the arrows, 
and many drafts were therein winged fur death. And Iter maidens 
along with hrr bare a chest, wherein by much store of iron and 
bronze, the gear of tombat of tlieir lord. Now when the fair lady 
had come unto the wooers, she stood by the pillar rf she wcll-buildcd 
roof, holding up brr glistening 10 fact; I Kful 

ien stood on either side of her, and straightway she spoke 
among the wooers and declared her word, nyi 

:!y wooers, who have vexed this house, that ye 
might cat and drink here evermore, forasmuch as the master is long 



286 

gone, dot could ye find any other mark 1 for your speech, bur all 
your dew wtt to wed tat and take me to wrft Nay coene now. 
ye wooers, seeing due this is the prae that u pot btfore you. I 
wiB set forth for you the great bow of divine Odysseus, and whoso 
shall moat easily string the bow in his hands, and shoot through 
all twelve axes, with him will I go and forsake this house, this house 
of my wedlock, so fair and filled with all livelihood, which rrsetrunks 
1 shall yet remernber, aye, in a dream." 

So spake she, and commanded Eurrueut, the goody swineherd, 
en set the bows for the wooers and the axes of grey iron. And 
Euraaeus took them with tears, and laid them down; and other- 
where the neatherd wept, when he beheld the bow of his lord. 
Then Andnous rebuked them, and spake and haded them : 

'Foolish boors, whose thoughts look not beyond the day, ah, 
wretched pair, wherefore now do ye shed tears, and stir the soul 
of thr lad)* within her, whn her heart already tin low in pain, for 
that she has lost her dear lord ? Nay sit, and feast in silence, or else 
get ye forth and weep, and leave the bow here behind, to be a 
terrible contest for the wooers, for rnethtnks that this pofahed bow 
does not lightly yield itself to be strung. For there is no man among 
all these present such as Odysseus was, and I myself saw him. yea 
I remember it well, though I was still but a child.' 

So spake he, but his bean within him hoped that he would 
the bow, and shoot through the iron. Yet verily, he was to be the 
first that should taste the arrow at the hands of the noble Odysseus, 
whom but late he was dishonouring as he sat in the halls, and was 
inciting all his fellows to do likewise. 

Then the mighty prince Tdemachus spake among them, saying: 
'Lo now, in very truth, Cronion has robbed me of my whs! My 
dear mother, wise as she is, declares that she will go with a stranger 
and forsake this house; yet I bugh and in my silly heart 1 am glad. 
Nay come now, ye wooers, seeing that this is the prize which is set 
before you, a lady, the like of whom there u not now in the Achaean 

'Tbc accepted iotctprctiOoa U Irvxtpb <* md wake ocean only facrc'i 
'pfcvu'i but ihi» 4m nor •*t?« with wi of the BK«*uca> of the «trt> from wfckh 
the oouo it derm*. Toe worc ol 4**xm ia OcL nu_ 71, miL 75, «*" *rir*mr M 
IL xt». 46$, and of K-ry **»•* ' in Qd. uu. 1 5. nijgwts rath* tor 4**rx««ao tn « 
Un at 'urnta* u 1 mart.' 
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land, neither in sacred Pylos, nor in Argos, nor in Mycenae, nor yet 
in Ithaca, nor in the dark mainland. Nay but ye know ail this 
yourselves,— why need 1 praise my mother? Come therefore, delay 
not the issue with excuses, nor hold much longer aloof from the 
'hawing 01 the bow, tlut we may we the thing that is in be. Yra 
and I myself would make trial of this bow. If I shall string it, and 
shoot through the iron, then should I noc sorrow if my lady mother 
were to quit these halls and go - ! »ng«i tosiog (hot 1 should 

be left behind, well able now to lift my father's goodly gear of 
combat.* 

Therewith he cast from off his neck his cloak of scarlet, and stirang 
to hi* full height, and put away the sword from his shoulders. 1 
he dug a good trench and set up the axes, one long trench for them 
md over it he made straight the line and round about stamped 
in the earth. And amazement frll on all that beheld how orderly 
lie wt the atev, though never before had he seen it so. Then he 
went and stood by the threshold and began to prove the bow. 
Thrice he made it to tremble in his great desire to draw it, and 
thrice be rested from his effort , though still be hoped in has heart 
to string the bow, and shoot through the iron. And now at Last 
he might have strung it. mightily straining thereat (or the fourth 
time, but Odysseus nodded frowning and stated him, for ull his 
eagerness. Then the strong prince Telcmachus spake among them 
again: 

'Lo you now, even to the end of my days 1 shall be a coward and 
a weakling, or it may be I am too young, and have as yet no trust 
in my hands to defend mc from such an one as does violence without 
a cause. But come now, ye win 1 met men than 1. essay the 

bow and let us make an end of the contest.* 

Therewith he put the bow from him on the ground, leaning it 
against the imooth and weU<nmpacted doors, and the swift shaft 
be rxopped hard by against the fair how-tip, and then he sat down 
once more on the hj,;ii seat, whence he had risen. 

Then Ar.u.-Kjui, son of bupcithes. ipake among them, saying: 
'Rise up in order, all my friends, beginning from the left, even from 
the place whence the wine is poured.' 

So spoke Antinous, and the saying pleased them weH Then first 
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stood tip Lciodcs, son of Oenops, who was their sooth?- 
ever sat by the fair mixiAg bowl at the extremity of the hall; 
alone luted their infatuate deeds and was indipnam with all 
wooers. Hr now fira i< irul 1 

went and stood by the threshold, and began to prove the bow; but 
he could not bend it; or ever that might be, his hands grew weary 
with the straining, his unworn delicate hands; so ho spake among 
the wooers; saving: 

'Friends, of a trui ex bend it, let some other t 

uuii) of oui bravest shall this bow rob of spirit at*! ol 
tnd] it is far better for us to die, than 10 live on and to fail of that 
for which we assemble evermore in tins place, day by day expect 
ing tii Many there be even now that hop. heart 

and desire DO •' Odysseus: bo 

such . . . trial of the bow and see the issue, thcr 

after let him woo some other fair-robed Achaean woman svith h 
bridal gifts and seek to win her. So may our lady wed the man tha 
gives most gifts, and comes as the chosen of fate.' 

So he spake, arxi him th, ming it against the 

smooth and well-compacted doors and the swift shaft he propped 
hard by against die fair bow-tip. and tlicn he sal down once more 
on the high scat, whence he had risen. 

But Antinous rebuked him, and spake and hailed him: 'Leaodov 
what word hath escaped the door of thy I j nd a 

grievous? Nay, it angers me to hear it. and Bo think that a bow 
such as this shall rob our brave?* of spirit ar.d of life, jri! all IxcruM 
thou canst not draw it. For 1 tell thee that thy lady mother bare 
thee not of such might as to draw a bow and shoot arrows: but there 
be others of the proud woo* 

So he spake, and commanded 
'Up now, light a fire in the hall\ h rvd plate ■ grtat settle 

b) lht Bn and a fleece thereon, and bring forth a great lull of lard 
that is within, that we youru; men may warm and anoint the bow 
therewith and prove it, and make an end I Test.' 

So he spake, and og fi 

and rjrew up j ifll Mar, and put a fl« 

and he brouglu forth a great ball of tir<! within. Ther 
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with the young men warmed the how, and nude essay, but 
not string it, for ihry were greatly lacking of such might. And 
Antinous still held to I nd godlike Luryraachus, chief men 

among the wooers, who were far the most excellent of all. 

But those other twain went forth both together from the house, 
the nrathrrd and the swineherd of godlike Odysseus; and Odys- 
seus passed out after them. But when they were now gotten without 
the gates and the courtyard, be uttered hi % rofcc jnd spake to 1! 
in gentle words: 

'Neatherd and thou swineherd, shall 1 ay somewhat or keep it 
to myself? Nay, my spirit bids me declare it. What mann«! 
men wiiuld )c \x to help Odysseus, if lie should come thus moxlmly, 
I know not wlicnce. and sume god were to bring him? Waul. 
stand on the side of the wooers or of Odysseus? Tel! mc even as 
your heart and sprit bid you." 

Then the neatherd answered him, saying: 'Father Zeus, if but 
thou wouldu fulfil this wish:'— oh, that that man might come, and 
some god lead him hither ! So shouldcst thou know what my might 
is, and how my lunds follow to oU 

In like manner Eumacus prayed to all the gods that wise Odys- 
seus might return to his own home. 

Now when he knew for a surety what spirit they were of, once 
more he uiDweied and spaki . saying: 

'Behold, home am I come* even 1; after much travail and sore 
am 1 come in the twentieth year to mine own country. And I know 
how that my coming is desired by you alone of all my thralls, for 
from none besides have I heard a prayer thai I might return once» 
more to my home. And now I will tell you fth, eren as it 

shall come to pass. It the god shall subdue the proud wooers to 
my hands, 1 will bring you each one a wale, and will give you a 
heriiage of your own and a bouse builrkd near me, and ye twain 
mall be thereafter in mine ey. brethren and companion* 

of Telemachus, But behold, I wiU likewise show you a most mam- 
feat token, dial ye may know me well and be certified in bran, even 
the wound that the boar dealt mc with his white tusk long ago. 
when I went to Parnassus with the sons of Awocyluw' 

HMs*a castas Mm* 
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Therewith he drew jiklc the ragi from the gicat scar. 
the twaan had beheld k and marked it well, they cast their arms 
about the wise Odysseus, and fell a weeping; and kissed him 

on head and shoulders. And in like manner Odysseus too 
kisnd ilvir heads and hands. And now would tlw t 
gone down u D£, lud not Odyueus liimirU sused 

them laying: 

"Cease ye from weeping and lamentation, lest some ooc come 
forth from the hall and see us, and tell it hkewue in the rsousts. 

. go y* within one by one and not both together, 1 first and 
following, and Irt this be the token between uv. All the rm: 
many as arc proud wooers, will not sutler that I should be gives 
the bow and quiver; do thou then, goodly Eumacus as tbou bearcat 
the bow through the hall, set it in my hands and speak to the 
women that they bar the » 3 doors of their chamber. And 

if jny of them hear the sound of groaning or the din of men within 
our walls, let ihem not tun forth but abide where they are in silence 
•I thdf work. But on thee, goodly PhUoetius, 1 Lay this ch.ug. 
bolt and bar the outer s,\itc of the court and swiftly tu tic the knot.* 

Therewith be pasted within the fair-lying halls, and 

settle whence he lud risen. And likewise tlse two 
il* rail s of divine Odywetu went with 

i > machus was handling the bow, warming it on thai 
side and on that at the light of the fire; yet even so he could not 
string it, and in his great heart he groaned mightily; and in heavi- 
ness of spirit he spake and called aloud, saying: 

*Lo you now, truly am I grieved for myself and for you ali I 
for the marriage do I mourn so greatly, afflicted though I be; tlscre 
arc many Achaean women besides, some in sea-begirt Ithaca itself 
and some in Otbtt Nay, but 1 gneve, tf indeed we are so 

far worse than godlike Odysseus in might, seeing that we cannot 
bond the bow. it will be a slume even for men unborn tn hear 
uScreotV 

•I Antiuous, aoo of Eupeithes, answered him: ' Lory much us, 
this shall not be so, and thou thyself too knowest it. For unity the 
feast of die archer god is held tn the Land, a holy feast. Wlw at such 
a time would be bending bows? Kay, set it quietly by; what an 



TllE ODYSSkY 291 

we should let the axe* all stand as they are? Norse mcthinks 
come to the hall of Odyneus, son erf Laertes* and carry them away. 
Go to oow, let the wine-bearer pour for likutinn into each nip in 
turn, that after the drink-offering wc may set down the curved 
Ami in the morning bid Mctanthius, the goatherd, to lead 
thither the very best goats in all his herds, that wo may lay pieces 
of the thighs on the afar of Apollo the archer, and assay the bow 
and makr on end of the cornea.' 

So spake Antinoux and the saying pleated them weiL Then the 
h tti rhrncn poured water on their hand*, and pages crowned 
mixing-bowls with drink, and served out the wine 10 ail, when 
had poured for libation into each cup in turn, but when they 
poured forth and had dtunken 10 their hearts' desire, Odyueus 
many counsels spake among ibern out of a crahy hc-in. *j>ing: 

'Hear me, ye wooers 06 the renowned queen, that 1 may say 
which my heart within me bid*. And mainlv 10 hurymachus 
make my prayer and to the godlike Antinous, forasmuch as he 

1 rvrn this word aright, namely, that tor this present ye cease 
from jour archery and leave the issue to (he gods; and in the 
morning the god will give the tfctofj lu whomsoever he wilL Come, 
therefore, give me the polished bow, that in your presence I may 
prove my hands and strength, whether I have yet any force such as 
once was in my supple limbs, or whether my wanderings and ni 
fare have even now destroyed it.' 

So spake he and they all were exceeding wroth, for fear lest 
should string the polished I 1 Antinous rebuked him, ai 

spake and h.nled him: 

'Wretched stranger, thou hasi no wit, nay never so UtUe. Art thou 
not conrenr tn feast at ease in our high cnmpny, and to lark not 
thy share of the banquet, but ro listen to our speech and our dis- 
course, while no guest and beggar beside thee hears our speech? 
Wine it is that wounds thee, honey-sweet wine, that is the bane of 
others too, even of all who take great draughts and dnnk out 
measure. V it darkened ibe mind ev*n of the Centaur, 

renowned Eury I r lull of the high-hearted Poirithous, when 

he went to the Laptthae; and after that his bean was darkened with 
wine, be wrought foul deeds in his frenzy, in the house of 
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Peirirhjcus. Tlsen wrath fell on all the heroes, and they lejpn! 
and drowsed him forth through the porch, when they i off 

his cars and nostrils with the pitiless sword, and then with darkened 
■i he bare about with him the burden of his nn in foolishness 
of he-irt. Thence was the feud begun between ?he CeflfaiiTl an* 
mantim!: bttt firs* for hirr.vlf gat he hurt, bring heavy with wil 
And even so I declare great mischief un 
the bow, for thou shah find no courtesy at the hand of a 
our land, and anon we will send thee in a black ship to Eel 

aimr of all men, and thence thou thalt not be saved alive. N* 
then, drink at thine i strive not still with men 

younger dun thou.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him: 'Antinous, truly it is not 
nor just to rob the guests o£ Tckmachv r due, who* 

he may be that comes to this house. Dost thou think if yoni 
stringer strings the great bow of Ody 
might and Crl ml KRagth of arm, thai lie will lead me U 
and make mc his wife? Nay he himself, mcth ope 

in his breast; so, as for that, let not any of you fret himself wh 
feasting in this place; that were indeed unmeet/ 

Then liurymachuv w»n of PolytHis, answered her. 
ter of I m Pmeh^*\ i u* tWm aril 

thee to his borne,— far be such a thought from us,— but we 
dread the speech of men and women, lest some day one of the i 
sort among the Achaean »uly men far too mean arc wooing 

the wife of one that is noble, nor can they string the polished bow. 
Rut a stranger and a beggar c.nnc in his wan 
strung the bow. and shut through the iron/' Him will the; 
and this will turn to our reproach/ 

wise Penelope answered him: 'Eurymachus, never can 
be fair fame in the land for those that devour and disho. 
house of a prince, but why make ye this thing into a reproach i 
But, behold, our guest is great of growth and well-Lnii, and 
him 10 be born the son of her. Coinr d 

the polished bow, that we may see ll b a to be. For thl 

will 1 declare my saving, art 1 . 
stnng the bow and Apollo grant him renown. I wij 
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a mantle and a doublet, goodly raiment, and i will give him a sharp 
javelin to defend him against dog* and men, I ord 

and and nd beneath Ins feet, and 1 will send him whither- 

soever liis heart and spirit bid him go.' 

Then wise Telemachus answered her, saying: 'My mother, as for 

the bow, no Achaean is mightier than 1 to give or to deny it to 

whomso I will, neither as many as are lord* in rocky Ithaca, nor in 

I Elis, the pastureland of horses. Not one of 

• shall forte me in mine own despite, if 1 choQN m give this 

how, yea once and foe all, to the stranger to bear away svith him. 

do thou go to thine own chamber and mind thine own house- 

wifcr.es, the loom and curtail, and bid thine handmaids ply their 

ir the bow shall be for men, for all, but for me in r". 
for mine is the lordship in (he house.* 

Then in amaze she went back I :- amber, for she laid up 

the wise saying of her son in her heart. She ascended to her upper 
chamber with the women her handmaids, and then was bewailing 
Odysseus, her dear lord, till grey-eyed Adiene cast sweet sleep upon 
her eyelids. 

Now the goodly swineherd had taken the curved bow, an 
bearing i:, when the wooers all OrM nut upon him in the halls. 
And thus some one of the hau hi would speak: Whither 

now art thou bearing the curved bow, thou wtttthe lerd, 

crazed in thy wits? Lai, scxin shall the swift houndt oc* thine own 
breeding cat thee hard by thy swine, alone and away from rat 
Apollo will be gracious to us and the other deathless gods,* 

Even so they spake, and he took and set down the how in that 
very place, being affrighted because many cried out on him in the 
halls. Then THetnachus from the other side spake thrratrnit 
and called aloud: 

'Father, bring hither the bow, soon shah thou rue it tha: 
servest many masters. Take heed, lest 1 that am younger than thou 
pursue thee to ihe field, and pelt thee wi:h stones, for in might 
I am the better. If only ! much mightier in strength of 

arm than all the woo In the halls, soon would I send 

many an one forth on a woeful way from out our house, (or they 
imagine mischief Against us.' 
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So be spake, nnd alt the wooers Uugbed xwertly as him, ai 
ceased now from tbeir crud soger toward Tclrmachus. Then the 
swineherd bare the bow through the hall, and went up to wue 
Odysseus, and sec it in his hands. And he called forth the m 
Euryeleia from the chamber and spake to her: 

I eJcflttd l»e wrll-htting 

of thy chamber, ud if -*ny of the women bear the sound of 
or the din of men within our walk let them not go forth, but abide 
■ they arc in silence at their work/ 

So he spake, and wingless bor speech remained, ant! 
rhe doors of the fair-lying chambers. 

I I- -11 Phitoctius hasted forth silently from the bouse, and 
the outer gates of the fenced court. Now there Ijv beneath 
gallery the cable of a curved ship, fashioned of the byhh 
wherewith he made fan the gates and then himself posted wi 
Then he went and sat in the settle whence he had risen, and 
uinjii Odysseus. He already wji handling the bow, turning it every 
way about, and proving k on this side and on that, lest the worms 
lit have eaten the horns when the lord ol the bow wai away. 
And thus men spake looking each one to his neighbour: 

Verily he hat a good eye, and a shrewd rum for a bowl r 
mrthinks be hirmclf has such a how lying by at home or else be is 
set on making one, in neb wise does he mm it hither and thither 
in his hands, this cvil-witicd beg,; 

And another again of the haughty youths would say: 'Would that 
the fellow may have profit thereof, just so surely at he shall ever 
prevail to bend this bowl' 

;uke the wooeis, but Odysseus of many Li>unscb ; 
the great bow and viewed it on every jide, and even as wru | 
rnan thai ed in the lyre and in minstrelsy, easily stretches a 

cord about a new peg, alter tying at either end the twisted cheep- 
gut, even so Odyswus araightway bent die great bow, all without 
etfort, and took tr mi his right hand and proved the how-siring, 
h rang sweetly at the touch, in tone like a swallow. Then 
great grief came upon the wooers, and the colour of their counte- 
nance was changed, and Zeus thundered loud showing forth 
tokens. And the steadfast goodly Odysseus was glad therca- 
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^son of deep-counselling Cronos had sent him a sign. Then 
iich by by hi* table, bare, but the 
other shaft* were stored within the hollow quiver, those whereof 
the Achaean* were soon to uue. He took and laid it on the briilgr 
of the bow, tod Mil tlse notch and drew die sti from the 

settle whereon he *it, and with straight aim shot the shaft and 
missed not one of the axes, beginning from the first axe-handle, and 
the bronze- weighted shaft passed clean through and out at the last. 
Then he spake to Tolemachus, saying: 

Tclemaohu*, thy guest that sirs in ihr halls dnr* ther no shame. 
In nowise did I mis* my murk, nor wa* I wearied with long bending 
of the bow. Still is my might steadfast— not as the wooers say 
scornfully to slight me. But now is it time that supper too be got 
ready for the Achaeans, while it is yet light, and thereafter most 
we make other sport with the dance and the lyre, for these are the 
uuwn of the few.' 

Therewith he nodded with bent brows, and Telemachus, the dear 
son of divine Odysseus, girt bos sharp sword about him and took 
the spear in his grasp, and stood by his high seat at his father's side, 
armed with the gleaming bronze. 
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nfcof the wooer*. 

THEN Odysseus of many counsels stripped him of hit r; 
and leaped on to the great threshold with his bow and 
quiver full of arrows, and poured forth all the swift shafts 
there before hn feet, and spake among the wooers: 

Xo, now is this terrible iri;il ended at Ust; and now w 
of another mark, which never yet man has smitten, il 
I m. •. I ..i I nnd Apollo grant me renown/ 

With that he pointed the bitter arrow at Antinous. N 
about raising to his lips a fair rwy-eared chalice of gold 
he was handling it to drink of the wine, and death was far fi 
hai ihrmghfti For who among men at feast would deem that one 

-iraonjpt so many, bow hardy soever lie were, would bring 
v i n* f^ul death and black fa:e J But Odysseus aimed and smote Ini 
Hith the arrow tn the tin., n, jnJ the point passed dean out ll 
hi* oUlCSbS neck, And He fell sidelong and the cup dVopfr 
hi\ hand a* he VII umtten, and at oocr. through hi* nosr:, 
came up .1 thick jd of slain man's blood, and quickly he 
the table from him with his foot, and spilt the food on the grow 
and the bread and the roast flesh were deAIed. Then the 
raised a clamour through thr- rull< when they saw the man fallen, 
and they leaped from their hisjii to sirred by fear, 

thiou^li tin. 1>.*1J, peering everywhere along the wcll-builded 

nowhere was there a shield or a mi ir to by hold on. 

Then they reviled Odysseus with angry words: 

'Stranger, thou shoot en at men to thy hurt. Never 
thou enter other lists, now is utter doom assured thee. Yea, for 
hast thou slain the man that was far the best of all the noble 
in Ithaca; wherefore vultures shall devour thee I* i 

So each one spake, for Indeed they though: that Odysseus 
not slain htm wilt' Isey knew DM !c«lly char i 

own heads, each and all of them, the bands of death had been made 

■«4 
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Then Odysseus of many counsels looked fiercely oo them, and 
:e: 
'Ye dogs, ye wid in your heart* that 1 should never more come 
home from the land of the Trojans in that ye wasted my house 
and lay x%iih (he maidservant bj face, and traitorously wooed m\ 
wife while I was yet alive, and ye hid BjO be god% that hold 

the wide heaven, nor of the indignation of men hereafter. But 
death have been made fast upon you one and all.' 
Even so he soak?, and pale fear gat hold mhs of all, and 

nan baked I I n ;. where he might shun utter c!onm. 
And l.urym.ichui alone answered him, and spake: if thou an 
indeed Odysseus of Ithaca, come home again, with right thou 
speaker thus, of all that the Achaean* have wrought, many in- 
ill and nun) in the fiM. Mosvbeit, he DOW 
I lui ii to I) Lux- foi .1 1. Ai tinoos; Eta In ; mi night all ii 
things upon us, not as longing very greatly for the marriage nor 
needing it sore, but with another purpose, that Cronion ha& 

led for him, namely, that he might h-.mself be king over all 
the land of stabiished lthxa, and he war. to have lain in wait 
<onandkillei a itow he !-» all n after his deserving, and 

bou spare thy people, even thine own; and we w:ll hcrc.iftrr 
go about the township and yield thee amends for all that has been 
p and drunken in thy halls; each tor himself bringing atone- 
ment of <en worth, and requiting thee in gold and bronze 
till thy bear is softened, but till then none may blame thee that 
thou art angry.* 

Then Odysseus of many counsels looked fiercely oo him, And 
said: 'Eurymachus, not even it yc gave mc all your heritage, all 
ye now hav*. ntsoever else ye might in any wise add 

■to, not even so would I henceforth hold my hands from *!.r. 
rrr thr wooer* had paid tor all Vnd now thr 

cho whether to figltt LA any 

may avoid death and the fates. But there be some, mcthinks, that 
shall not escape from utter dot* 

He spake, and thesr knees were straightway loosened and thtir 
hearts melted within thrm. And F.uryrnachus <pake arnocig them 
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'Friends, it is plain that th M his uncon 

hands, but now that he has ought up the poti-thed bow and qui 
he will shoot from the smooth threshold till he I 1 us 

wherefore let uv take thought for the deli> l.i d li.iitlc. Draw 
blades, and hold up the tables to ward ot7 the 

r us all hare at hirn with one accord, and dnvc hin 
be, from the threshold .md the oW- then g© through 

city, and quickly would the cry be raised. Thereby should 
man soon have shot his latest bolt.* 

Therewith he drew his slurp two-edged sword of bronze* 
leapt on Odysseus with a terrible cry, bin in the same moment 
Odysseus shoe the arrow forth and struck him on die b 
the pap, and drave the swift shaft into his liver. So he let the 

■in his hand, and grovelling o>ct the table he bowed and 
tell, ^nd spilt the food and the two-h. p on the floor, Aod 

agony be smote the ground with . and ip 

10th his feet he overthrew the high scat, and the mist of death 
was shod upon his eye*. 

Then Amphinomus made at renowned Odysseus, setting 
at him, and drew his sharp sword, if perchance he 1 
give ground from the door. Bui ;is waa beforehand 

him, and cast and smote him from behind with a bronze-shod 
between the shoulders, and drave it out through the breast, and he 
tfa a crash and struck the ground full forehead. Then 

Telemachus sprang awa>. the long spear fixed in Arnpcuno- 

mus, for lie k ready dreaded lest one of tlsc Achaeans miglu run upon 
rum with his blade, and stab him as he drew forth the sr> 
smite him with a down stroke 1 of the sword. So he started and 
ran and came quickly to his father, and stood by him, and spake 
winged words: 

b*j lo, now I will bring thee a shield and two spears and 
a helmet all of bronze, cIon on the temples, and when I 

return 1 will arm rn>*eli, and likewise give arms to the swine- 
herd and the neatherd yonder: for it is better to be dad 1 

And Odysseus ut many Cttsnstll answered him saying: 

1 Or . : i jdui r rpur^trim, utile turn U kc flSMpei 0»flS l&c fOt\ 
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bring (hem while 1 have .mows to defend mr, lest they thrust roc 
from the doorway, one nun against them alL' 

So he spake, and Tdcmachus obeyed his dear father, and went 
forth to the chamber, where his famous weapons were lying. Thence 
he took out four tluelds and eight spear i. and four helmets of 
bfuuze, with thick jJumrs rif hnrxr ruir, ant! hr ixartrd tu bring 
ckry to his father. Now he girded the gear of 
bronze about his own body first, and in like manner the two thralls 
did on the goodry armour, and stood betide the wise and crafty 
Odyueus. Now he, ao long as he had arrows to defend him, kept 
aiming and smote the wooers one by one in his house, and they 
fell thick ooc upon another. But when the arrows failed the prince 
in hit archery, he leaned kus bow against the doorpost of the sf ab- 
ashed hall, against the ■■ kCM of the entrance As for him 
he girt his fourfold shield about his shoulders and bound on his 
■ head a well wrought helmet, with horse hair crest, and 
terribly the plume waved aloft. And he grasped two mighty spears 
tipped with bronze. 

Now there was in the wcll-buiidcd hall a certain postern raised 
above the floor, and there by tbe topmost lc\d of the threshold of 
the stahlisked hall, was a way inro an open passage, closed by well- 
fitted folding doors. So Odysseus bade the goodly swineherd stand 
near thereto and watch the way, for thither there was but one 
approach. Then Agelaus spake among them, and declared his word 
to all: 

i not some man climb up to the postern, and give 
' be people, and a cry would be raised straightway; so should 
this man soon lave slue his Lura holt? 1 

Then Melantruus, the goatherd, answered him. saying: 'It may in 
no wise be, prince Agelaus; for the fair gate of the courtyard is 
gh, and perilous is the entrance to the passage, and one 
man, if hr were valiant, might keep back a boo. But come, let 
me bring you armour from tbe inner chamber, that ye may be clad 
in hauberks, for, rncthinks, within that room and not elsewhere 
did Odysseus and his renowned son lay by the arms.' 

Therewith MeJanchms, the goatherd, climbed up by the clerestory 
of the hall to the inner chambers of Odysseus, whence he took twelve 
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shields and as many spears, And as many helmets of bronze 
rnick plume* of horse hair, and he came forth and broug! 
speedily, and gave them to the wooers. Then tltc knees of Odysseus 
were loosened and his hean melted within him, when he saw them 
girding on the armour and brandishing the long speaM 
hand* and great, he saw, was the adventure. Quickly be spake co 
Telemachus winged words: 

Tclemachus, sure 1 am that one of the women in the halls 
evil battle against us, or perchance it is Mel 

Then wise Telemachus answered him: 'My fathei 
erred herein and none other ts to blame, foe I left the wrl 
of the chamber open, and there has been cum of them but too 
to sp> it Go now, goodly Eumoeua, and close the 
chamber, and mark if it be indeed one of the women lb 
this mischief, or MeJantnius, son of Dolius, as methitii 

I so they spake one to die other. And Mela 
goatherd, went yet again to the chamber to bring the fair 

the goodly swineherd was ware thereof, and quickly he snake 
to Odysseus who stood nigh hi: 

'Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus Odysseus, of many devices, 
lo. there again is that baleful man, whom we oursr 
going to the chamber; do thou tell me truly, shall I slay li 
prove the better man, or bring rum hither to thee, that he may pay 
for lh« many transgressions that he has devised in thy house?' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered saying: 'Verily. 1 
Telemachus will keep the proud wooers within the halls, for 
their fury, but do yc twain tie his feet and arms behind his 
and cast him into the chamber, and dose the doors after you. 3 
make last to his body a twiited rope, and drag him up the lo] 
pillar till he be near the roof beams, ihar be may hang there 
live tor long, and suffer grievous torn 

So he spake, and they gave good heed and hearkened S* 
went forth to the chamb goatherd who was w 

not nf their coming. Now be was seeking (or the armour in the 
secret place of the chamber, but they twain stood in waiting oa 
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cither ade the doorpost. And when Mclamhjus, the goatherd, was 
crossing the threshold with j goodly helm id one band, and in the 
other 1 wide shield and an old, trained with rua. the shield of the 
hero I <t he bare when be was young— bin at that I 

was bid b>, ami the man of il*.* strain Here Ilx. sci>ed,— then the 
twain rushed on him and caught him! and dragged him in by the 
hair, and cox him on the rloor in sorrowful plight, and bouti 
hand and loot in a bister bond, tightly winding c^ch limb behind hi* 
back, even as the son of Laerm bade them, the C 
Odysseus. And they mad a body a twitted rr.pe.and ilraggrd 

him up the lofty pillar till he came near the roof beams. Then 
thou speak to him And gud « him, swineherd iiuma< 

'Now in good truth, Melanthius, sfaaJt thou watch all night, lying 
in a soft bed as beseem* thee, nor shall the early -bom Dawn escape 
thy ki th from the streams of CXean 

Ikt golden thione, i <ur when thou art worst to drive the 

for the wooer* in the hallv* 

So be was left there, rtRtch dly bond. But they 

lumess, door, and went 

to O! There they stood breathing 

fury, four men by the threshold, while tboie otb I halls 

were many and good warriors. Then Athene, dinghies of Zeus, 
drew oigh ihcm. like Ma El -hion and in voice, and Odysseus 

wa* glad when he nd spake, saying: 

'Mentor, ward from us hurt, and remember me thy dear com- 
panioci, il iat bef riemled th itui thou ait of bke ~$r with me.' 

So he spake, deeming the M it was Atlienc, summon*-* 

of the Iiom. But the wooers 1 ber side shouted in the halls, 

\ceuus son of LL master rebuked Allien- 

*Mc;i -peec-h of Odysseus beguile thee to 

wooers, and to succour him. For methtnks that on this 
e shall sv- ill When *e shall have slain these men, 

father and son. thereafter shah thou perish will uth deeds 

thou art set on doing in these lulls; nay, * 1 head shah 

thou pay the price. Hut when with tlve sword we shall hav 
cutne your violence, le all thy posy.- r thou 

eld, with the wealth of Od :.d wt 
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Oft wfttt thy MMU DIM tliy daughters to 
thy jjood wife to jrad lb 

So spake he, tot nti^httly angered at hen 

Odysseus in wrathful word*: 'Odysseus, thou hart n. 
Em miyhi dole year* 

linujtl I with tin- Tr 

the white j 

tbai thou art come to thy house and thine own po* 
hou bewail the* and an ' • courag* 

come h uta, »Vlr r i d Sy mc, 

..' ;he.- a thing, that (h 
t$ Mentor, son o£ Alcimua, to n * rank* 

n/ 

She spake, and gave him not yel dear victory 
'nlc made trial of the might and pr I his 

renowned son. A* fur l»er *lie flew up to ll mbes irf 

such bohion as ^ 

t'«or, urged en thr wooer*, an 
ind Amp! 
drus KM vise Polybus, were in 

far the best men •< 

lives; for die i ind die i: 

rain of arrow*. Tlwn Agtlau* spoke among (hem. 
his word tO ill 

'Friends now at la< will this man bold 
Lo, now Eemor left kin jnd vpoken but rain buiut, j 

remain alone the door \. Wljereiorr nov 

KM y.'i t long II Together, but come, do ye. six caff 

pen ay grant us to am 

Of the rest » ke no hoed, so soon as that man shall have 

n," 

ind they all cast , at hr l>a<le them, 

engrrlv: bur brluilit, Athene to wro 'In . WttJ 

One in- e doorp- iMked lull, and another (he 

weU-bstened door, and the asix I another wooer, heavy 

^hen 6Sey had avoided all 
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the spears of the wooers, the steadfast goodly Odysseus began riru 
la speak among (hero: 

'Friends, now my word is thai we coo cast and hurl koto the press 
of the wooers, that arc mad to slay and strip us beyond the measure 
of their form-- iecJ 

So lie spake, and they all cook good aim and threw their sharp 
spears, and Odysseus smote Demoptolemus. and Telemachus 
Euryades, and the swineherd slew Elaius, and the neatherd Prisan- 
drus. Thus ilxy ail bit the wide lloor with their teeth, and the 
wooers fell back into the inmost part of the hall. But the others 
dashed upon them, and drew forth the shafts from the bodies of 
the dead. 

Then once more the wooer* ihiew their sharp spears eagerly; 
but behold, Athene so wrought that many of them were in vain. 
One man smote the doorpost of the sublishcd hall, and another the 
weU -fastened door, and the ashen spear of another wooer, heavy 
with bronze, struck in the wall. Yet Ampbimeoon hit Telemachus 
on the hand by the wris: lightly, and the shaft of hronze wounded 
the surface of the skin. And Ccesippus grazed the shoulder of 
Euinacus with a long spear high above the shield, and the spear 
flew over and fell to the ground. Then again Odysseus, the wise 
and crafty, lie and his men cast th* i - h «ars into the press of 

the wooers and now once more Odysseus, waster of cities, smote 
Rurydam.it, ami Tesemachus Amphiinedun, and thr swineherd slew 
Pols bat, the neatherd struck Ctesippus in the breast and 

boasted over him, sjayisj 

'O son of Polytherscs, thou lover of jeering, never give place at 
all to folly to speak so big, but leave thy ease to the gods, since in 
troth they are far mightier than thou. This gift is thy recompense 
for the ox-foot that thou gavest of late to the distnc Odysseus, when 
he went begging through the house' 

So spake the keeper of the shambling kine. Next Odysseus 
wounded the son of Damastor in close fight with his long spear, 
and Telemachus wounded Leocritus son of Essence, right in the 
flank with his lance, and drave the bronze poin 
that he fell prone and struck the ground full with his forehead. Then 
Athene held up her destroying aegis on high from the roof, and 
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trunds were reared, and they Bed through the hall, 
drove of kinc that the flitting gadfly falls upon and scatters 
and thither in spring time, when the long days begin. Bur the others 
*rt on like vultures of crooked claws and curved \tr-> ufDr 

forth fiom the mo ud dash upon smaller birds and tbt 

scour low in the plain, stooping in terror from the cloud 
1 in vultures pounce on them and slay them, and there is no help 
of flight, and men are glad at the sport; even so < 
ij of Odyswuv «■[ u(h>h the wooen end smite them h 

the hall; and there ruse a bide as their 

heads were smitten, and the Boor all ran with blood. 

Now Lciodcs took hold of the knees of Odyucus eager Is 
besought him and tpftkc winged wxir -cat thec by thy knees, 

Odysseus, and do thou show mercy on m | <w never 

yet, I say, have 1 wron lidcn in thy halls by froward word 

o: deed, nay I bade the other wooers refrain, wIiohj of tlum wixw 
thus. But they Isearkcned not unto me 10 keep I 1 Is from 

evil- Where for e they haw met a shameful death through their own 
int-tuatc deeds. Yet I, the soothsayer amonv: them, that have 
wrought no evil, shall fall even as they, for no grace abides for good 
deeds done." 

Then Odysseus of many counsels looked a stark . and 

said: 'If indeed thou dost avow thec to be the soothsayer of thcac 
men, thou art like to have rayed in the halls that the issue 

of a glad return might be far from me, and that my dear wile should 
follow thee and bear thee children; wherefore thou shall not e* 
the bitterness of death.' 

Therewith he cat.: swnrd m his strong hand, thai lay 

where Agebc it fall to the ground when he was slain, and 

dravc it clean tbfi neck, and as be yet spake his head fell 

■•• dust. 

But the son of Terpes, the nunsrrl, still sought I tow he 

us, who sang among the wooers of necev 
Me stood with the loud lyre in his hand hard by the postern gate, 
an J his heart was divided witlun him, whether he should slip forth 
from the lull and sit down by the wdl-wrou: of great Zeus 

of the household court, whereon Laertes and Odysseus had bi 
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many pieces of thr thighs of oxen, or should spring forward and 
Iteveech Odysseus by his knees. Ami n l>e thought thereupon this 
seemed to him the better way, to embrace the knees of Odysseus, 
son of Laertes. So he laid the hollow lyre on the ground between 
the mixing-bow] and the high sea? , and himself 

sprang forward and seized Odysseus by the knees, and besought him 
and spake wingetl 

'I (Stmt thee by thy knees. Odysseus, and do thou show mercy 
on mc and have pity. It will be a sorrow to thyself in the after- 
time if thou barest me who am a minstrel, and sin^ before gods 
and men. Yea none has taught roe but myself, and the god has put 
into my heart all manner uf lays, and methink* I sing to tore as ro 
a god, wherefore be not eager to cut off my head. And Tclem.i< 

testify oi this, thine own dear son, that not by mine own will 
or desire d-d 1 resort to thy house to d bi wooers at their 

feasts; but being so many and stronger than 1 they led me by 
constraint.* 

So he sp.ike, and the mighty prince Tckmachu> heard hi: 
quickly spake to his father at hi) side: 'Hold thy hand, and wound 
not this blameless man wi*h the sword; and let us save also the 
henchman Motion, thjt eser had charge of me in our house when 
I my a child, unless perchance Phiioetius or the swineherd have 
him, or he hath met thee in thy raging thniugh thr 

bomb 

So he spake, and Medon, wise of heart, heard him. For he lay 
crisuching bencjtb a high seat, clad about 111 the new-rUyed hide of 
an ox U fld black fate. So he rose up quickly from under 

the seat, and cast off the oxhide, and sprang forth and caught 
Trlcnuthus b) the knees, and besought him and spake winged 
words: 

'Friend, here am I; prsthee stay thy hand and speak to thy father, 
lest be barm me with the sharp sword in the greatness of his 
strength, nut "f Us anger for the wooers that waved Us possessions 
in the halk ai re in no honour/ 

And Odysseus of many counsels smiled on him and uid: Take 
courage, for lo, he has saved thee and delivered thee, that thuu 
mayst know in thy heart, and tdl i: eren to another, how far 
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crcdlfnt are good deeds than evil. But go £r>i : 

sit down in the court apart from the shughtftf, tiiou in 

vowed minstrel, till I have accomplished all that 1 minx nerds do ia 

the rv 

Therewith the two went forth and gat them from the halL Sa 
they sat down hy tin- . 1 iri ;i at Zrin, pectin scir. 

it i II expecting death. And Odysseus peered all througl z. to 

sec ir" any man was yet alive and hiding away to sfiu 
he found all the tort of them fallen in their blood in the dust, 
fishes that the fishermen have drawn forth in the meshes of 
net into a hollow of the beach from out the grey sea. and all 
fish, aoce longing fur the sab sea waves, are heaix •he 

and the sun shines forth and take- away; » now the 

lay heaped upon each other. Then Odysseus of many counsels 
to Telemachus: 

'Telcmaehus, go, call me the nurse Eurycleia, that I may tell 
a word tlut is on my min:i.' 

So he spake, and Telcmaehus obeyed his dear father, and smote 
at the door, and spoke to the nurse Eurycleia: "Up now, aged 
that o\erlookest all the women servant! in our halls, corn 
my father calls thee and has somewhat to say to thee* 

i so he spake, and wingless her s;> 
opened the doors of thr fair-lying lullv and came forth, and Trii 
chus led the way before her. So she found Odysseus amon^ the 
bodies of the dead, stained with blood and soil of battle, like a lion 
that has eaten of an ox of the homestead and uocs on and 

all his breast ant! let oo either side are flecked with blood, 

and In 1 is terrible Hi behold; even so was Odysseus stained, I 

is and feel. Now die nurse, when she saw the bodies of the 
dead and the great gore of blood, made ready to 
beholding so great an adventure. But Odysseus cheeked and held 
her in her eagerness, and uttering his voice spake to her wit 
words: 

'Within thine own heart rejoice, old nurse, and be still, and cry 
not aloud; for i: is an unholy thins: to boast over slain men. Now 
these hath the destiny of the gods overcome, and their own cruel 
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dcedv for they honoured none nf earthly men, neither the bad nor 
yet the good, Uut came among them. Wherefore they have met a 
shameful death through their own infatuate deed*. But come, tell 
me the tale of the women in my hall*, which of them dishonour mc, 
and which be guiltless.' 

k\ nurw Eurydeb answered him: "Yea now, my 
child* I will tell thee all the truth. Thou ha* fifty women-servants 
in thy halls, that we have taught the ways of housewifery, how to 
card wool and to bear bondage. Of these twelve in all have root 
the way of shame, and honour not me, nor their lady Penelope. 
And Telemachus hath htit newly come in hi* ureng:h, and his 
fier suffered him not to take command over the women in this 
house. Bui now, let mc go aloft to the shining upper chamber, and 
tell all 10 thy wife, on whom some god hath sent a sleep." 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered her, saying: 'Wake 
her not yet, hut bid (hi women come hither, who in time past 
behaved tbcmselve* unseemly.' 

So he spake, and ilsc old wife passed through the hall, to tell the 
women and to hasten their coming. Then Odysseus called to htm 
Tescmachus, and the neatherd, and the swineherd, and spake to 
them winged WOfdu 

'Begin ye now tn carry out the dead, and bed the women help 
you. and thereafter cleanse the t.ur hmh seats and the tables with 
et and porous sponges. And when ye have set all the hou>e in 
order, lead the maidens without the stabiished hall, between the 
vaulted room and the goodly fence of tlse court, and there slay them 
your long blades, till they shall have ail given up the ghost and 
forgotten the tore that of old they had at the bidding oc* the wooers, 
tn secret dalliance- 

Etcn so he spake, and the women came ail in a crowd together, 
making a terrible lament and shedding big tears. So first they 
carried forth the bodies of the slain, and tec them beneath the 
gallery of the fenced court, and propcxd them one on another; and 
Odysseus Lmself hasted the women and directed them, and they 
carried forth the dead perforce. Thereafter they Cleansed the 
high seats and the tables with water and porous sponges. And 
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Tclcmjchns, and the neatherd, and (lie swineherd, scraped *uh 
spado the floor of the well budded house, and, behold, (be maiden 
earned all forth and laid it with* -ors. 

made in end of vetting the hall in order, 
u forth bom lishcd hall, and draw them 

up in a narrow space between the vaulted room and the goodrj 
fence of ibe court, whence none migl ; .ind wise TeJetraacluu 

began to speak to bis Cello* "Cod forb.d that I should take 

these women's lives by a clean death, theie that have poured 
honour on my head and on my mother, and have I 
wooers-* 

With that word he tied the cable of a dark-prowed ship to a gnat 
pillar and flung it round the vaulted room, and fastened it aloft. 
none mie,ht touch the ground with her feet. An J even as when 
thrushcJ bog of wing, or doves fall into a net that it set in a 
.1. ■* they serlc to their roouing-plocr, and j liuihly bed har* 
bours them, even so the women held their heads nil in a row, and 
about all their necks nooses were cast, that they might die by the 
most pitiful death. And they writhed with their feet for a i 
space, but for no long while. 

Then they led out Mehuithuis through the doorway and the court, 
and cut ofT his nostrils ai>d his ears with the pitiless sword, 
drew forth his vitals for the dogs to devour raw, and cut of! 
hands and feet in their cruel anger. 

Thereafter they warned their hands and feet, and went into the 
tM to Odysseus, and all venture wjs over. So Ody: 

called to the good nurse Eury* . Iphirr, old nurse, thit 

cleanses all pollution and bring me fire, that 1 may purify lb 
with sulphur, and do thcu bid Penelope cense ho nd- 

maadens, and tell all the women to hasten into the hall.* 

Then the good mine Eur UftMttf! 'Yes, my child, 

herein thou ban not i. But go to, let mc bring the* a 

tOU fl doublet jnd stand not thus in the lulls 

with thy broad shoulders wrapped in rags; it were blame in thee 
so to do.* 

And Odysseus of m. ".iswrred her, saying: 'First 

a fire now be made me in • 
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So he spake, and the good nurse Eurydeia was not slow to obey, 
but brought fire and brimstone; and Odysseus thoroughly purged 
the women's chamber and the great hall and the court. 

Then the old wife went through the fair halls of Odysseus to tell 
the women, and to hasten their coming. So they came forth from 
their chamber with torches in their hands, and fell about Odysseus, 
and embraced him and kissed and clasped his head and shoulders 
and his hands lovingly, and a sweet longing came on him to weep 
and moan, for he remembered them every one. 



BOOK XXIII 

OJyssetts rnaketh himself known to Penclopo, ttlls hit 
briefly, and in the morning goes to Laertes and makes himself known 
to bins, 

TURN the ancient woman went up into the upper charnirr 
laughing aloud, to cell her mistress how her dear lord 
wkhin, and her knees moved fast fer joy, and he: 
stumbled one over the other; and she stood above the lady's bead 
and spake to her, saying : 

'Awake, Penelope, dear child, that thoi it- with thine 

eyes (hat which thou dean- S comr, 

and hath got htm to his own house, though Lite hath be come, 
bath slain the proud wooers that troubled his house, and devoured 
his substance, and oppressed his child.' 

Then wise Penelope answered her: 'Dear nurse, the god^ 
made ihee distraught, the go; ; m make fool 

MB of the wise, and that stablish the simple in under star*: 
They it is that have marred thy reason, though heretofore thou 
hadst a prudent heart. Why dost thou mock me, who have a v, 
full of sorrow, to speak these wild words, and rouseat me out of 
sweet slumber, that had hound me and r •■ ed rnliw 

Meter yet bate I slept so s ice tl** day that Odysseus went 

forth to sec that evil ILos, never to be named. Go to now, get thee 
down and back to the women's chamber, roc if any other of 
maids of my house bad come and brought me such tiding*? 
wakened me from sleep, straightway would I have seal 
woefully to return within the women's dumber; but thii lime t 
old age shall stand thee in good stead.' 

Then the good nunc he rye lei a answered her: '1 mock thee 
dear child, but in very deed Odysseus is here, and hath come borne, 
erven as I t< chat guest on whom all men wrought such 

dishonour in the halls, ft igo Trlrrnachus was ware of him, 

that he was within tlse house, yet in his prudence he hid Use counsels 

is* 
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of his father, that he might take vengeance on the violence of the 
haughty wooers.' 

Thin the tptke, and then was Penelope glad, and leaping from 
hrr bed dn- trll nn the old woman's neck, and let (all d*e tears from 
her eyelids, and uttering her voice spake to her winged words: 
'Come* dear nunc, 1 pray thee, tdl me all trul) d he hath 

come home as thou sayesi— how he hath laid his hands on the 
dumdes* wooers, he being but one man, while they abode am in 
their compame* within the 

Then the good nunc Eurycleia answered lies: 'I saw 111:. I ■ 
not, only I heard the groaning of men slain. And we in an inmost 
place of the wcllbuildcd chambers sat all amazed, and the cJoee- 
rsttcd doors shut in the room, (ill thy son called me from the chamber, 
fnr his father senr him ou: to th i"hcn I found Qdysseut 

standing among tbfl sound him, stretched on the hard 

floor, lay one upon the other ; it would have comforted thy heart 
to ace him, all stained like a lion with blood and soil of battle. And 
now are all the wooers gathered in an heap by the gates of the 
court, while he is purifying his fair house with brimstone, and 
hath kindled a great 6>e. -'-'J bath sent me forth to call thee. So 
come w.th mc. tlui w may both enter into your heart's 
for ye have suffered much affliction. And even now hath this thy 
long desire been hilhlkd; thy lord hath come alive to his own hearth, 
and hath found both thee and his son in the halls; and the wooers 
that wrought him evil he hath slain, every man of diem, In his 
house.' 

Thai wise Penelope answered her: 'Dear muse, boast not yet 
over them with laughter. Thou kr.owc&t how welcome tin 
of him would be in the halls to all, and to me in chef, and to fa 
that we got between us. But this Is no true tale, as thou declarrtt 
it, nay but it is one of the dV -bin the proud 

wooers, in wrath at their bitter insolence and evil deeds. For they 
honoured none of earthly men, neither the good nor yet the had, 
that came among them. Wherefore they have suffered an evil doom 
through their own infatuate deeds. But Odysseus, far away hath 

he Achaean land, sod himself is lost. 4 



petk 
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Tbca the good nurse Eurydeia made answer 
what word hath neaped the door of thy lips, in tiut thoo sank* 
that thy lord, whi irthsrooe, 

old return no merer Nay, thy heart is ever hard of hefici 
to now, and 1 will tell thec besides a mow ken, even; 

the scar of the wound that the boar on a time dealt him 
^hite tusk. This 1 spied while washing his feet, and fain I would 
haw told it even to thee, hm he bid his hand on my month, and 

I me not to - it come 

rue and 1 will Make my life on it; and if 1 play thee false, 6a 
thou slay rnc by a death most pir 

Then wise Penelope made her: 'Dear nurse, it is hard 

for thee, how wise soever, to observe the purposes of the ere? 
gods* None the less let us go to my child, tliat I may >re the wooers 
dead, and him that slew them.' 

With that word sl>c went down from the upper chamber, and 
much her heart debated, whether she should stand apart, and 
question her dear lord or draw nigh, and clasp and kiss his head 
and hands. Bur when she had come within and had crossed the 
threshold of stone, she sat down over against Odysseus, in the light 
of the tire, by the further wall. Now l>c was sitting by the tafl 
pillar, looking down and waiting to know it r>erchance his 

would speak to him, when her eyes beheld him. But she sat 
n silence, and amazement catne upon her soul, and now she 
would look iijKin him .Vcadfatfly with her eyes, ant! now ar 
knew him not. Got tiut lie was clad in vile raiment. And Tr: 
chus rebuked her, and spake and (sailed her: 

"Mother mine, ill mother, of an ungentle heart, why turncst t 
thus away from my father, and dost not sit by and question 
ik him all 3 Nn other woman in dm world would hard 

iloof from her lord, who after much travail and 
had come to her in tlse twentieth year to his own count; 
thy heart is ever harder than stone.' 

Then wise Penelope answered him, saying: 'Child! ray mind 
amazed within roe, and 1 haw no ssi ^eak, nor to ask 

nay nor in look on hi: b truth 

Odvsscus, and he hath indeed come home, verily wc shall be 
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of each oiler the more surely, for wr luve token* that wc twain 
iW, oen wc, secret from all others.* 

So Ac spake, and the steadfn* goodly Odysseus- smiled, and 

quickly he spake to TcJcmachus winded words: Teknuchus, leave 

thy mother to make trial of mo within the dumber*; so shall 

Oir soon come to a better knowledge than heretofore. But now I 

go filthy, and am clad in vll ra meat, nh 

"■iqout, and a* yet will not allow that 1 am he. Let us then 
advise us how all may be for the very best. For whoso lias slain 
one man in a land, even that one leaves not many behind him 
to take up the feud for him, turns outlaw and lea vet his kindred 
and his own omintry; hut wr have slain the very stay of the 
the men who were tar the brst of all the noble youths in Ithaca. 
So this I bid thee consider.' 

Then mm Telcmachus answered him, saying: 'Father, sec thou 
to this, for they say chat thy counsel is far the best among men, nor 
might any other of mortal men contend with thee. Bur right eagerly 
will we go with thee now, and 1 tlunk we shall not lack prowess, 
so Br as might is ours." 

And Odysseus of many counsels answered him saying: Tea now, 
1 will tell on what wise rncthinks rt is best. First $o ye to the bath 
and array you in your doublets, and bid the maidens in the chambers 
ike to thrtn their | Then let the divine minstrel, with 

his loud tyre in hand, lead of! for us the measure of the mirthful 
dance. So shall any man that bears the sound from without, whether 
a wayfarer or one of those that dwell around, say tlut it is a wedding 
feast. And thus the slaughter of the wooers shall not be noised 
abroad through the town before we go fonh to -wooded 

farm-land. Thereafter shall we consider what gainful counsel the 
hufefor us.' 

So he spake, and they gave good ear and hearkened to him. So 
first they went to the both, and arrayed them in doublets, and the 
women were apparelled, and tbe divine minstrel look the hollow 
harp, aod aroused in them the desire of sweet sony: 1st happy 

daticc. Then the great hall rang round them with the sound oi 
feet of dancing men and < f lied women. And whoso heard 

m would 
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'Surely sfimf one has wedded the- queen of many wooer*. Hard 
of bcin was she, oor had she courage 10 keep the great bouse of 
her wedded lord continually till has coming/ 

Even so men spake, and knew noc bow ihcic things were ankioed 
Meanwhile, the house-dame Eurynorne had bathed the great hearth 
Odysseus within his house, and anointed him with oliveoil, and 
cast about him a goodly mantle and a doublet. Moreover Athene 
shed great beauty from his head downwards, and made him gram* 
and more mighty to behold, and from hit head caused deep 
lock* to flow, like the hyacinth flower. And as when soma 
man Overlays ^ok! Dpon srlvrr, one tiu: Hcj*har*«us and 
Athene have taught all manner of craft, and full of gracc 
handiwork, cwn so did Athene shed grace about his head and 
shoulders, and forth from the bath he came, in form like to the 
immortals. Then he sat down again 00 the high seat, whence 
hid ansco, over against his wife, and spake to her, sa) 
• lgc lady, surely to thee above all womankind the 
have given a heart that cannot be softened. No other wc ; 
world would harden l>cr heart to stand thus aloof from her husband. 
who after much travail and sore had come to her, in the twentieth 
year, to his own country. Nay come; none, strew a bed for me to 
ill alone, for assuredly bcr spirit within her is as iron.* 

Then wise Penelope answered him again: 'Strange man, I lia*e 
no proud thoughts nor do 1 think scorn of thec, nor am 1 too greatly 
astonied, bin 1 know right well what manner of man thou wen, 
when thou wrote* forth 01 10,00 the long-oared galley* 

line, Eorycku, spread for him the good bedstead outv 
stablished bridal chamber that he built himself. Thither bring yv 
forth the good bedstead and cast bedding thereon, even fleeo 
rugs and shining blankets." 

So &h# spake and nude trial of her lord, but Odysseus in sore 
displeasure spake to 1 ii true wife, saying: 'Verily a bitter word t 
this, lady, that thou rust spoken. Who has set my bed otherwhere? 
Hard it would be for one* how skilled so ever, unless a god 
come that might easily set it in another place, if so he wov 
of men there is none Living, howsoever strong in his your! 
could lightly u[ibeave it, for a pica* token is wrought in the fash- 
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ioning of the bed, and ir was I tl ll made ir and none oilier. There 
wy growing a hush of olive, long nf leaf, and mod guodh 
grom and the stem as large at a pillar. 

Round about this 1 built the chamber, till I had finished it. with 
stones close set, and I roofed it over well and added thereto com 
pactcd doors rutin/; well, New I sheared of! gbt wood of 

the king-leaved obve, and rough hewed the trunk upwards from 

root, and smooths ' with the adze, well and skill 

and nude straight tin? line thereto and so fashioned M into die bed- 
post, and 1 bored it all wj-h the IQgCf. Bcgjntwng from this bed- 
post, I wrought at the bedstead till I had finished it. and made it 
with inlaid work of gold and of silver and • Then 1 

mad** ta*t therein a bright purple hand 0! rafckk, Em so I declare 
-ken, and I know not, lady, if the bedstead be ye* 
s place, or if some man has cm away the Mem of the dive tree, 
and set the bedstead otherwhere/ 

So he spake, and at once her knees were loosened, and her heart 
melted within her, ^ she knew the sure tokens- that Odysseus 
showed her. Then she fell a weeping, and rail M ■■. jrd him 

her hands about his neck, and kissed his head and sf 
*ay«ng: 

'Be ncc anijfy with me, Odysseus, for thou west ever at other 
times the wisest of men. It is the gods that gave us sorrow, the 
god* who begrudged ui that wr should ■bido njgrther and hjvr 
1 if our youth, and .1.1 age. So now 

not wroth with me hcreat nor full of indignation, because at 
the fir*, when I saw thee, I did not welcome thee sir. 
For always my heart within my breast shuddered, for fear lest 
some nun should corae and deceive me with his words, for many 
they he diat devise gainful schemes and evil. Nay even At 

iter of Zeus, would not hav, h a stranger, and 

r, had she known that the n.irlike sons of the 

ha cam would bring her home again to her own dear country. 

t was the god that set her upon this shameful daed : 
', ere that, did she by up in her bean the trmigl' folly, 

bittr: hence cm us too first laitw sorrow. Hut nun' 

iu has* told all the sure tokens of our bed, which never was seen 
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DOfftal man, save by ill nr and one makir 

: y father gasr me enr yen I had 
hither, flu ( the d-jois of our strong bridal chamber, 

now doM thou bend my soul, all ungentle as i 

Th ike, and in his bun she stirred yet a greater 

to lament, and he wept as he embraced his beloved wife ai 
Anc rhen the sight of land is welccx 

ge w d t-w r otighl 'hip Piwadon hath smitten on the deep, all 
driven with the wind and swelling waves* jn<: 

cd the >:n-y m water and swum to the lb their bodies 

are all crusted with the brine, and gladly have they set foot i 
and escaped an evil end; so welcome to her was the • r lord, 

and her white anna 

And now would the rosy-hngercd Dawn hi t wre 

ing, but the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, had other th 
night the bald « West* and on the other 

she stayed the go >ned Dawn by the stream Ocean 

suffered her nui m harness the xi vmls that lw i 

to men, Lampu* and Phacthon, the steeds ever young, 
the morning. 

Then at the last, Odysseus of many counsel:; 
saying: 'Lady, we have not yet come ID the issue of all our labour 
but still therr will \m toil unmeasured, long am'. 

needs bring to 4 full end. Even so the sp 
told to me, on that day when 1 wem down into the bouse of I U 
to inquire after a returning foe myself and my company. Wher 
fore come, lady, let us to bed, tl our j 

of rest beneath the spell of sweet sleep." 

Then Witt V him: 'Thy ! , dull be 

ready whensoever thy soul desires it. forasmuch a the gods ha 
indeed caused the- hack 10 thy stabliihed 

own country. But now that thou hast noted it and the god 
put it into thy «• ell me of thi* ordeal. 1 

-vill corr.i 
hurt.' 

And Odys/- sh, v 

now 
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all and hide nought. How-twit thy heart shall have 00 joy of it, U 
even 1 myself have no pleasure therein. For Teiresias hade me 
fare to many cities of men, carrying a shapen oar in my hands, 
(ill 1 should cocne to such men as know not (he sea, neither cat 
meat savoured with sale, DflQ lowlcdgc of ships of purple 

cheek nor of shapen nan, which serve for wings to ships. And he 
told me this; with manifest token, which I will mm h.dc from thee. 
In the day when another wayfarer should meet me and say that I 
had a winnowing fan on my stout shoulder, even then he be 
me make East my siupen oar in the earth, and do goodly sacrifice 
to the lord Poseidon, even with a ram and a bull and a boar, the mate 
of swine, and depart for home, and offer holy hecatombs to the 
deathless gods, that keep the wide heaven, to each in order due. 
And from the sea shall miivc own deads come, the gentlest death 
that may be, n 11 end me, torcdonc with smooth old age, and 

the folk shall dwell happily around. All tfai% he said, was to be 
fulhiled/ 

Then wis* Penelope answered him saying: 1( indeed the gods 
will bring about for thee a happier old age at the last, then is there 
hope that thou mayest yet have an escape from 

Thus they spake one to the other. Meanwhile, Eurynomc and 
the nurse spread the bed with soft coverlets, by the light of the torches 
burning. But when they had bussed them and spread the good bed. 
the anoent nurse v. nit back to Iter clumber to he down, and 
Eurynomc, the bowci guided them on thrir way to the 

couch, with torches in her hands, and when she had led them to 
the bndaUharnber she departed. And so they came gladly to the 
of their bed, as of old. Hut TeJemachus, and the neatherd, 
and the swineherd stayrd their fret from dancing, and made the 
won -asc, and themselves gat them to rest through the 

shadowy 1. 

Now when the twain had taken their fill of sweet love, they 
hud dehght in the tales, which they told oast to the other. The 
spoke of all that she had endured in the halls at the tight 
of the ruinous throng of wikjcts, who for her sakr dew ni 
rattle, ksne and goodly sheep; and many a cask of wine 
bioached. Ami in turn. Ottytaetu, of the seed of Zeus, recount. 
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all the gncfs he had wrought on men, and all hit own 
sorrow, and she was delighted with the story, and sweet Jeep 
upon her eyelids till the ule was ended. 

He began by setting forth how he overcame the Clccmes, 
neat aimed at the rich land of the Lotus-eaters, and all that ;hr 
Cyclops wrought* and what a price he got from him for the good 
companions that fa and showed oo pity. Then how he 

c:une to Aeolus, who received him gladly and vnt him on his way; 
I in i: yrr c rrdtJUtd that he should reach his own country, 
fur thr norm-wind vizrd him again, and b~< em- 

ing seas, making grievous moan. Next how he came to Tckpyius 
ic Lncstrygonjans, who brake has ship* and si' I goodlj- 

greaved companions and Odysseus only escaped with his black ship. 
Then he told all the wiles and many contrivances of Circe, and 
how in a benched ship he fared to the dank house of Hade- 
seek to the soul of Thehan Teiresias, There he beheld all those 
that had been his companions, and his mother who bore him and 
nurtured him, while yet he was a little one. Then how he heard 
the song of the full-vaiccd SirtfiS, and came to the Rocks Wander- 
ing, and to terrible Charyhdis, snd to Scylta, that newer y«st have 
men avoided scatheless. Next he told how his company slew the 
Line of Helios, and how Zeus, that thunder* on high, smittc the 
swift ship with the Haming bolt, and the good crew perished oil 
together, and he alone escaped from evil fates. And how he came 
to the isle Ogygia, and to the nymph Calypso, who kept him there 
in her hollow caves, longing to have him for her l mnuml 

him and said that she would make him never in know death or *g« 
all his days; yet she never won his heart wi 
lw>w with great tod he come to Use Phaeacuns, who i all 

worship heartily, as to a god, and sent him with a ship to his own 
dear errantry, with gift* of br ! of gold, and raimni 

it>. This VSI I swd nj Kb talss, wlicn sweet sleep 

speedily upon him, sleep that Loosens the limbs of men, ui 
the cares of his soul. 

Then the goddess, grey-eyed Athene, turned to new thoughts. 
When she deemed than Odysseus had taken his fill of love and sleep, 
straightway she aroused from out Qceanui the goii 
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Pawn, lo bur light to men. Then Ody weu\ gat him from hi* soft 
bed, and laid this charge on 

'Lady, already have we had enough of labours, thou and I; thou. 
In weeping here, and longing for my troublous return, I, while 
\d the ofher gods bound mc faff in pain, ilrqiiie my yearn- 
ing after home, away from mine own country. But now that we 
both have come CD the bed of our desire, take thou tikought (or 
care of ray wealth within the halls. Bat as for the sheep that the 
d wooers have slain, I myself will lift many more as spoil, and 
others the Achaean* will give, till they fill all my folds. But now, 
!. 1 gci in the wrll-wtoded farm land, to set? my good father, 
who for love of roc has born in sorrow continually. And tins charge 
1 lay on thee, lady, too wise though thou art to need h y will 

the bruit go with the rising sun, the bruit concerning tlsc 

wooers, whom 1 slew in the halls. Wherefore ascend with the 
women thy handmaids into the upper chamber, and sit there and 
-iu man. DOI uik any quesCM 
Thercw.di he girded on his shoulder his goodly armou 
roused Tckmaciius and the neatherd and the swineherd, and bade 
them al! take weapons of war in their hands. So they were not 
disobedient to his word, but clad themselves in mail, and opened 
Use doors and went fortlt, and Otlysaeut led the way. And now 
there was light over all the canh; but them Athene hid in nighi, 
and quickly conducted out > 
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The Ith*. , K vkwm, and sktur mi rrvtnp 

And coming near the house of Laertes, arc met by Odyweus. and Larrtei 

viiri Tclcruachu* and xxvar.t*, ihc whole number twelve, at> ' 

NOW Cyllenian Hermes called forth from 
souls of the nd he held in hi* hind h 

li!in, wheTCtfriih he lulU tli men, 

of wluwnio he will, while others again he even wakens out 
Herewith he roused and led the » followed gibbering. And 

even u bats rlit gtbbenng in the secret j ■ wondrous care, 

when one has fall* :rcm the i the rock, where they 

cling each to each up aloft, even *> the sorW gibh 
together, and Hermes, the helper, .■ 
Past the Mrcims or! Oceanus and the White R« 

Sun they sped and the hey came to 

the mead of asphodel, where dwell tl>e ! tomi of n 

•orn. There they found the soul ot Achi! .md 

ilw souls of Pauotlus, said bus, atxl uf Ai 

in bee and form was goodliest of all the Danaaru after the noble 
son of PeJcus* 

So these were flocking round Achilles and the ^ .^menv 

noci, son of Airem, drew rrowful; and about him v 

gathered all the rahe* many •" jxtiO . i rhr 

house of Aegisthu*. and met their doom. Now the soul of the 
ot Pckus spake to him first, saying: 

*Son of Atreus, venly wc deemed tlut thou above all other heroes 
wast eAvrmore dear to Zeus, who*. n noW, .«•- 

that tiiou wast lord o 1 hty mc 1 

Lincl i>f the Trujam where wc Adu jfllktioa. Bo 

thee too was deadly doom to visit C doom that none a* 

of all men horn. Mi, would tli by pni 
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honour, thou hadst met death and fate in the land of the Trojan it 
So would all the Achaean bust have btnlded thee a barrow, yea and 
for tby son thou wouldst have woo great gloey in the artcrtirac. Bui 
now h ha* hem decrrcd far ihre to perish by a men pitiful dm 

Then ihe soul of the son of Aureus answered, and spake: 1 1 
an uSou son of PeJcus, godlike Achilles, that didu die tu Troy- 
far from Argos, and about thee fell others, (he best of the sons of 
Trojans and Achaeaat, fighting for thy body; but thou in the v. 
of dun layex mighty and mightily fallen, forgetful of thy chivalry. 
And we strove the liveluug day, nor would we ever lave ceased bum 
the fight, it Zeus had not stayed us with a tempest. Anon when we 
had borne thee to the ships from out of the bottle, we Lud thee 00 
a bier and washed thy fair flesh clean with warm water and un- 
guents, and around thee the Danaans shed many a hoc trar am! 
shore their hair. Anil forth (ran tlie sea came thy mother with the 
dear blew maidens of the waters, when they heard the tidings; and 
a wonderful wailing rose over the deep, and trembling fell on the 
limbs of all the Achaean*. Yea, and they would have sprung up and 
deported to the hollow snipe, had not one held them back that knew 
much lore from of ;or, whose counsel proved heretofore the 

best. Out of his good-will he nude harangue, and spake among 
them; 

' "Hold, ye A/gives, flee not, young lords of the Achaeans. Lo» 
his mother from the sea is the that comes, with the deathless maidens 
he watet\ to behold the face of her dead son." 

*So he spake, arid the high-hearted Achaeans ceased from their 
flight. Then round thee stood the daughters of the ancient one of 
n, holding a pitiful lament, and they clad thee about ir 
incorruptible. And all the nine Muses one to the other reply- 
ing with sweet voices began the dirge; there thou wouldest not have 
seen an Argivr but wept, so mightily rose up die dear dunt. Thus 
for seventeen days arid nights continually did wc all bewail thee, 
immortal gods and mortal men. On the eighteenth day wc gave 
thy body to the names, and many well-fatted sheep w* slew around 
thee, and kine of shambling gait- So thou wen burned in the gar- 
merits of the gods, and to much unguents and in sweet honey, and 
many heroes of the Achaean* moved mail-clad around the 1 
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when thou wast burning, both footmen and horse, and great was the 
noise that arose. But when the flame of Hephaestus had 
abolished thee, lo, in the morning we gathered together th 
bones, Achilles, and bestowed them in unmixed wine and in 
gtienrs. Thy mother gave a twy-handled golden urn. and said that 
ft of Dionysus, and the workmanship of renowned 
Hephaestus. Therein E re bones, great Achilles, and mingled 

therewith tbc bones of Patroclus, ton of Menoctias that is dead, 
but apart is the dust of An:ilochus, whom thou didst honour aisow 
all thy ether companions, after Patn I Then over 

them did we n and goodly tomb, oty host of Argive 

WJ U T S Ot a, high on a jutl Hand over wide Hellespont 

might be far seen from oiT the sea iry men that now are, an-' 
thoae that shall be hereafter. Then thy mother asked the gods 
gfori s in the games, ai>d «-: 

f >r the chnnpioni of the Achaean*. In days past thwj lust been ai 

the funeral games of many a hero, whenso, after some king's death, 

t-oung men gird themselves and rrukc tru :or the meed 

•list thou have seen these g'.fts thou wouldst most 

have marvelled in spiri:, such glorious prizes did the goddess set 

Mir thee, even Thetis the silver-looted; '■ >!car 

wert thou to the gods. Thus not even in death hast thou lost thy 

name, but to thee shall be a fair renown for ever among all men, 

Achillea. But what joy have I now herein, that I luv* wound 

the clew of war, for on my return Zeus devised for me an 

U the hands of Aegisthus and my wife *zam* 

So ihey spake one 10 the inhcr. And ni c the 

senger, the slayer of Argos* leading down the gho^ 

by Odysseus slain, and the two heroes were amazed at the ughi and 

straight toward them. And the soul of Agamemnon, son 

, knrw the dear son oi rat, reno v 

who had been his host, having his dwelling in Ithaca. The - 

the sou of Atrcuv spake to him first, saying: 

;>hirrkeda: len you, that ye have come be- 

the darkness of earth, all of \ou picked men ami of Like age' 

even as though one should choose out a i 

best warriors • 
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rouse up contrary winds and the long wares? Or did unfriendly 
men, perchance, do you hurt upon the bnd as ye were cutting off 
their oxen and (air flocks of sheep, or while they tough: 
their city and the women thereof ) Answer and tcU roe, fox I 
me a friend of thy house. Rememberer thou not the day when 1 
came to your house in Ithaca with godlike Menclaus, to urge Odys- 
seus |D viih me to DkM on the decked shi|n? And it wav j 
full month ere we had sailed all across the wide sea, for scarce 
could we win to our cause Odysscu.% waster of dues.' 

Then the ghost of Amphimedon answered hsra, and spake; 'Most 
famous ton of Atreus, king of men, Asjamem -phi. 1 remember all 
these things, O fnurrling at Zeus, as thou declare* them, and I in 
will ull thee alt the tale well and truly, even our death and 
evil end, on what wise it befell. We wooed the wife of Odysseus 
that was long afar, and she neither refused the hated bndal nor was 
minded to make an end, devising for us death rod black be, 
this other wile she contrived in her heart. She set up in hrr In 

. web, fine of woof and very wide, whereat she would wc*' 
ami anon she spoke among us: 

"Ye princely youths, my wooers, now that goodly Odysseus is 
dead, do yc abide patiently, how eager soever to speed on this mar- 
riage of mine, till 1 finish the robe. 1 would not that the threads 
prrnh tn no avail, rven this shroud fnr the hero Laertes, against the 
day when the ruinous doom shall bring him low, of death thai I 
men at their length. So shall none of the Achaean women in the 
bnd count it Wanv i well might be, were he to be without a 

winding-sheet, a roan that had gotten great possessions.** 

"So spake she, and our high hearts ennsemed ther. Mfl in 

the daytime she would weave the mighty *eb, and in the night ui 
ravel the same, when she had let torches by ber. Thus 

the space of three years she hid the thing by guile 2tyd won the 
minds of the Achaeans; but when the fourth year jrrived and 
seasons came round, as the months waned and many uj • 
accnmpJiihrd, then it was that one v£ her women who knew all de- 
clared it, and we found htr i I web. Thus 
she hmshed it perforce and sore against her low when she 
brought the rtstse jfter she had woven the great web and 
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washed it, and U shone even as sun or moon, at tlut very hour mar 
1 led Odysseus, 1 know not whence, to the upland farm, where 
the swineherd abode in his dwelling. Thithrr tco came the A 

UN Odysseus out of sandy Pyios, voyaging with his black ship 
These twain framed an evil death for the wooers, and cairn 
renowned town. Odysseus wily came the liter, ai 
mm I : led the way. Nuw the swineherd brought Odysseus 

: vile raiment * in trie likeness of a beggar, a wretched maa 
ii old, leaning on a stall, and behold, be was clad about sa 
sorry raiment. And none of us, noc even die elders, could know 

lor that he wa>. on this his sudden appearing, but with 
words we availed lim and hurled things at him. Yet for a while 

..rdencd his heart to endure both the hurling* and the 
words in his own halls; but at the last, when the spirit of Zcl 
of the aegis, aroused him, by the help of TcJcmachus he cook up all 
the goodry weapon*, and laid them by in the inner chamber aod 
drewtl-olmli great craft he box! his 

bow and store of grey iron to the wooers to be the weapons of our 
contest, luckless that wc were, and the beginning of death. Now not 
I us could stretch the sains; of the strong bo. tort we 

fell of that might. But when the great bow came to the hands of 
Odysseus, then we all clamoured and forb.i • him the bow, 

11 iv. much soever he might speak, but Tclemachus alrmr was instant 

I him and commanded him to take it. Then he t«»k the 
into his hands, the steadfast goodly Odysseus, and bghtly he 

r.t the arrow through the iron. Then straight he went 
the threshold and dim took his stand, and poured forth the 

rasj terribly an <1 msote the kin, 

Thereafter on the others he let By his bolts, wiugtd for death, 
straight aim, and the wooers fell thick one upon another. Then 
it known how that some god was their helper, for on as 

ssion drave d 
the lulls, j ml thence tiicrr aruse a hideous meaning, as heads were 
miiiirn and the floor all ran with blood. So we perished, 
nori, and even now our bodies lie uncared for in the f 

the friends of each one at borne ax yet km 
they who might wash the btack<kxted blood lunds. 
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by out the bodies and tsail ihr dirge, |h thai u the due of the 

te ghost of the son of Aireu* answered him: 'Ah, 1**PPY 
rrte*, Odyueus of many devices Jf*«i B inosl ex- 

cellent lust thou gotten, so good was the wisdom of constant Pcncl- 
daughtcr of lean us, that was duly mindful of Odysseus, her 
wedded lord. Wherefore the fame of her virtue shall never perish, 
but the immortals will make a gracious song in the ears of men on 
earth to the ' fff* Penelope. In far other wise did the 

daughter of Tyudaieus devise ill deeds, and slay her wedded lord, 
and hateful shall the song of her be among men, and an evil repute 
hath she brought upon all womankind, even on the upright.' 

Even so these twain spake one to the other, standing in the 
house of Hades, beneath the secret places of the earth. 

Now when those others had gone down from the city, quickly they 
came to the rich and well-ordered farm land of Laertes, that he had 
won for himself of old, as the prize of great toil in war. There was 
his house, and all about it ran the huts wherein the thralls were 
wont to eat and dwell and sleep, bondsmen that worked his mil. 
And in the house there was an old Sicilian woman, who diligently 
cared far the old man, in the upland far from the city. There Odys- 
;*ke to his thralls and to his son, aayj 

'Do ye now get you within the well-bunded house, and quickly 
sacrifice the best of the swine for the midday meal, but I will make 
thai of my father, whether lie will know me again and be aware 
of me when he sees mo, or know mc not, so long have I been 
away.' 

Therewith he gate the thralls his weapons of war. Then they 
went speedily to the house, while Odysseus drew near 10 the fruitful 
vineyard 10 make trial of his father. Now he found nor Do 
there, as he went down into the great garden, nor any of the thralls 
nor of their sons. It chanced that ihcy had all gone to gather * 
for a garden fence, and the old nun -wad. So ' his 

father alone m the terraced vineyard, digging about a plant. He was 
clothed in a fihhy doublet, patched and unseemly, with clouted 
gsngS of xnind about lus legs, against the icrjutir* uf the 

thorns, and ksng sleeves over his hands by reason of the brambles. 
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and <ai huhrad he wore a gncxskincap, anil « hr nirvd hit 

Now when the steadfast goodly Odysseus saw his tathei 

with age and in great grkf of heart, he stood still beneath a tall 

tree and let fall a tear. Then he communed with hit heart and 

whether he should fall on his father's neck and U» him, and 

him all, how he had returned and come to his own country, oc 

whether lie should firv. ip»esii(jn him and prove htm in rvrry won?. 

And as he thought within himself, this seemed 

way, namely, first to prove his father and speak to him 

with this intent thcjcoodly CXlysscus went up to him. Now he 

Og his head down and kept digging about the plant, v 
renowned win wood by him and spake, saying: 

'Old man, thou hast no lack of skill in tending a garden; loy thou 

care* wdl for all, 1 rv; whatsoever, cither pbnt ot 

iec, oe vine, yea, or olive, or pear, or garden-bed in oil the 

is not well seen to. Y« am 

001 up wrath thereat in thy heart. Thyself art scarce so well 

: nl old age is Od thee, and wnlut thou » 
and unkempt, and clad unseemly. It cannot be to purr 
that thy master cares not for thee; there shows nothing of the 
about thy face and stature, for thou art like a kir.gly man, c- 
one who should lie soft, when 1** has washed and eaten wc 
ihr manner of the 
it all. Whose thraj .:, and whose garden dost thou trndi 

Tell me moreover truly, that 1 rn.iy surety kn< ■ I .ccd 

Ithaca that I am now come, at one yonder told me who met 
me but now on the way hither. He was but of little undent.* i 

deigned not to tell me all nor to heed my saying, when I 
ijucslionrd him concerning my friend, vrliethrx intlred lie is yet 
aLivc i now dead and within the hou.v 

declare it and do thou mark and listen: once did I kindly i 
man in mine own dear L^rae, and nei 

yet has any mortal been dear hat have 

to my house from afar. Mr declared bun to be by linca ; 
of Id i.k.i, and viid tiut 1 aher was Laertes son of Aiceini 



■ a d* pMccdir^ dwu m obj<*-t ta la«- 
we pouibie. 
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So 1 led him to our halls and gave him good entertainment, with 
all loving-kindness, out of the plenty that was within. Such gifts too 
1 t;.-i vi* him as are the due of guests: of well wrought gold 1 gave him 
seven talents, and a mixing bowl of flowered work, all of silver, and 
twelve cloaks of single fold, and as many coverlets, and as many 
goodly mantles and doublets to boot, and besides all these, four 
women skilled in all fair works and most comely, the women of his 
choice.* 

Then his father answered him, weeping: 'Stranger, thou art verily 
come to that country whereof thou askest, but outrageous men and 
froward hold it. And these thy gifts, thy countless gifts, thou didst 
bestow in vain- For if thou hadst found that man yet living in the 
land of Ithaca he would have sent thee on thy way with good return 
of thy presents, and with all hospitality, as is due 10 the man that 
begins the kindness. But come, declare mc this and plainly tell me 
all; how many years arc passed since thou didst entertain him, thy 
guest ill-fated and my child,— if ever such an one there was,— hapless 
man, whom far from his friends and hit country's soil, the fishes it 
may be, have devoured in the deep sea, or on the shore he has fallen 
the prey of birds and beasts. His mother wept not over him run 
clad him for burial, nor his father, we that begat him. Nor did his 
bride, whom men sought with rich gifts, the constant Penelope, be- 
wail her lord upon the bier, as was meet, nor closed his eyes, as is 
the due of the departed. Moreover, tell me this truly, that I may 
surely know, who ait thou and whence of the sons of men? Where 
is thy city and where arc they that begat thee? Where now is thy 
swift ship moored, that brought thee thither with thy godlike com- 
pany? Hast thou come as a passenger on another's ship, while they 
set thee ashore and went away?' 

Then Odysseus of many counsels answered him, saying: 'Yea 
now, [ will tell thec all most plainly. From out of Alybas I come, 
where I dwell in a house renowned, and am the son of Apheidas 
the son of Polypemon, the prince, and my own name is E per it us. 
But some god drave me wandering hither from Sicania against my 
will, and yonder my ship is moored toward the upland away from 
the city. But for Odysseus, this is now the fifth year since he went 
thence and departed out of my country. HI fated was he, and yet ke 
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had birds of good omen when he fared away, fcx '.e right; 

wherefore I sped htm gladly on his mad, and gladly he depertcd 
jrid the bean of us twain hoped yet to meet in friendship 00 a ds) 
and 10 give splendid gift*.' 

So lie spike, and oa tlse old man fell a lil.i iif mmw. 

Wish both his hands he clutched the dust and ashes and showered 
them on his gray head, with ceaseless g:- heart of 

CXlysseus was moved, and up through his nostrils throbbed anon the 
kern sting of sorrow at the sight of his dear father. Ami hi sprang 
towsfdj htm and fell on his neck and kissed him, saying: 

'Behold, I here, even I, my father, am the nun of whom thou 

aakcat; in the twentieth year am 1 come to mine own country. Bub 

thy weeping and tearful lamentation, for I thee all 

clearly, though great need there it of haste. I have slain the wooers 

in uiti lull* .ind aveu^i 1 and evil deeds,* 

Then Laenes answered him and spake, saying: 'If thou arc indeed 
Odysseus, mine own child, that an come hither, show mo now a 
manifest token, that I may be assured.' 

Then Odysseus of many com tred him saying: "Look 

fir* on this scar and tWfcajdtt it. tlui tlse hoar dealt me with has 
white tusk on Parnassus, whither I had gone, and thou didst send 
me forth, thou and my lady mother, to Autolycus my mother's 
father, to get the gifts which when he c^me hither he promised 
and covenanted to give me. Hut come, am! 1 - tell thee 

trees through all the terraced garden, which thou gavest me once 
mine own* and I was begging ol >g but a 

child* and following thee through the garden. Through thcae very 
trees we were going, and thou dsdst tell mc tlw tumes of each of 
them. Pear-trees thirteen thou gawrt me and ten apple-trees aad 
- >score, and. as we went, thou me the fifty row* of 

vinea thou wuuldest giw me, whereof each one ripened at diver* 
times, with all manner of dusters on their boughs, when 
\is wrought no in them from on high." 

uees were loosened, and 
heart melted with % lie knew the sure tokens that Ody 

showed him. About hia dear son Ise cas* his arms, and the 
fast goodly Odyssesu caught him to his breast. Now when 
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tie had got breath and his spirit came to him again, once more he 
answered and spak>.- 

bet Zeus, vcnly ye gods yn bear sway on high Olympus, if 
indeed the wooers have paid for their infatuate pride! But now 
my heart it terribly afraid, lest straightway all the men of Ithaca 
come up against us here, and haste to send messages everywhere to 
I he cities of ihe Cephallenians.' 

Then Odysseus of rainy counsels an swered him saying: Take 
courjgc, and let not thy heart be careful about these manors. Ikii 
come, lot us go to the bouse that lies near the garden, for thither I 
sent forward Telernacbus and the neatherd and the swineherd to 
gn rrady rhr mral as speedily as may he.* 

At in ihew mrdl rhr twain set out to the good!) halls, 
when they had come to the fair-lying house, they found Telcmachus 
and die neatherd and the swineherd carving much flesh, an>i 
tog the dark wine. Meanwhile the Sicilian handmaid bathed 
hearted Laertes in his houtc, and anointed him with oiiveocL and 
mantle about him. Then Athene drrw nigh, ami marie 
the Iambi of the shepherd of the people, taller she made him 
then before and mightier to behold. Then he went forth from the 
bath, and his dear son marvelled at him, beholding him like to the 
deathless gods in presence. And uttering his voice he spake I 
winged words: 

'Father, surely one of the gods that arc from cverl.t fling hath 
made thee goodlier and greater to behold/ 

Then wisr Laertes answered him, saying: 'Ah, would to father 
Zeus and A 1 Apollo, that such ai 1 was whei riots, 

the naWishrrl caeU- 1 hr conr. nenr. bring then the 

prince of the Ccphaltcnians, would that in such might, and with 
mail about my shoulders, 1 had stood to aid thee yesterday in our 
house, and to beat back the wooers; so should I have loosened the 
knees of many an one of them in the halls, and thou shouldest have 
been gladdened In thine inmoit b- 

So they stake each with tlie Other. But when the others had 
ceased bom their task and made ready the feast, they ut down all 
orderly 00 chairs and 00 high seats. Then they began to put forth 
their hands on the meat, and the old man D w nigh, and the 
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old man's ions withal came tired from their labour in the 6eJdt> 
for their mother, the aged Sicilian woman, had gone forth ins 1 
called them, the that nu -living and dilij 

old man, now that old age had la>J hold on him. So soon as they 
looked on Odysvui and look knowledge nf him, they stood *ri3 
ia the halls in great amazement. But Odysseus addressed them in 
gentle words saying: 

Old man, at down to meat and do ye forget your marvelling, 
for Inng haw wc been eager to put forth our handl k>u\ as 

wr .-.hnde in the hall alway expecting your coming.' 

So he spake, and Doliu? ran iiim stretching 

forth both his hands, and he grasped the hand of Odysact 
kissed it on the wrist, and Uttering his voice spake to him w 
rdt; 
'Bel- i ismuch ai ihou hast come back to Bi who 

sired tlirr. and no longer thought to «m thrr, ant! die gin 
led thee home again;— lu I to the* and welcome m od 

the p all good fortune! Moreover tell in: tin > txu! 

that 1 may be assured, whether wise Penelope yet knows well t 
thou hast come back hither, or whether we shall dispatch a mes- 
senger.' 
Then Odysseus of many counsel* answered uying: *Old man, 
idy she knows all; what need to busy thyself herewii' 

con the other sat him down again xlished sctrle. 

And in like wise the sons of Dolius i about the renowned 

Odysseus, and greeted him well and clasped his hands, and then sat 
down all orderly by Doliut their father- 
So they were busy widi the nn- m Rumoui the 
messenger went swiftly all about the city, telling the tale ot the dire 
death and fate of the wooers. And the people heard it, and all 
once gathered together from every rfd 

before the house of Odysseus. And each brought forth Usdflld 
rhe lulls, and buried them; hut those that came out of oth- 

laced on awift ships and sent with tishrrfnlk, each to be earned 
to his on n home. A « assembly- 

place, in sorrow of heart. When they were all gathered and corn* 
together, Eupeiihet arose and spake among them, for a comfortless 
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grief lay heavy on hit hart foe hi* son Antinout, the fir* man that 
goodly Odysseus had slain. Weeping for him he made harangue 
and spoke among them: 

udi, a great deed truly hath this man devised again*! dse 
Achaean*. Some with hi* ship* ho lot 1 jnd noble, 

nd I is hollow jik! utterly luu of hi* company, 

.and other* asjain. and those far the beat of the Ccphallemans he hath 
sUn on hi* coming home. L> now, before ever be gets him ev 
either to Pylos or to fair Eiis, where the Epeian* bear sway, let ut go 
Jse even hereafter shall we haw shame of face for ever. For 
a icorn this i* even fur tin- r.ir* of mai uiiIxjiu to hear, it wc avenge 
not ourselves nn the slayer* of our BSD and of our brethren. Life 
would no more be sweet to me, but rather would 1 die straightway 
and be with the departed. Up, let us be going, lest these fellows be 
beforehand with us and get them over the sea.* 

Thus he spake weeping, and pity frll on all the Achaean*. Then 
came near to them Medoa and tike divine minstrel, forth from the 
halls of Odysseus, for that sleep had let them go. They stood in the 
midst of the gathering, and amazement seized every man. Then 
Mcdnn, wise of heart, spake among them, 

"Hearken to me now, ye men of Ithaca, for surely Odysseus 
planned not these cfmlt without the will of the gods. Nay I my- 
self beheld a god immortal, who stood hard by Odysseus, in the per- 
fect semblance of Mentor; now as a deathless god was he manifest 
in front of Odysseus. cheering him, and yet again scaring the wooers 
he stormed through the hall, and they fell thick one on another." 

Thus he spake, and pale fear gat hoK ! nrvs of all. Thrn The 

old man, the lord Haliiherscv spake among them, the son of 
Manor, for he alone saw before and after. Out of his good will be 
made harangue and spake a <-m, saying: 

Hearken to me now, ye men of Ithaca, to the word that I 
say. Through your own cowardice, rny friends, have the*e deeds 
come to pass. For ye obeyed not me, nor Mentor, thr ihephrrd of 
the people, to make your sons cease from their foolish ways. A 
great villainy they wrought 'uatjors, waiting the 

Vmlttl -ni holding in no regard t!w wife of a prince, wNk tfcfy 
deemed that he would never more come home. And now let things 
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be on this wise, and obey my counsel. Let us not go forth 
him, lest haply some may rind a bane of their own bringing.' 

L'.ipt U(> 

thrf-m, while the rest ahode there together; for his mtintol was not 
to the mind of the niorr part, hw ihey gave and 

bed for their m 5o when they had 

arrayed chc-m in shining mail, they assembled cogcthn 
the spacious town. And Eupeithes ted them rwu, for 

he thought to av. laying of his son, as never 

to return, bur then and there to meet hit doom. 

Now Athene spake to Zeus, die son of Cronos, saying: *0 Father, 
our f . throned in the h. > Hrriewh 

: counsel of thy heart? Wilt thou yd further 
up evil war and rise terrible din of battle, or art thou minded ro 
thrm at one again in friend-1 

US, the gatherer of the clouds umverd her saying; 
child, why dost thou thus ftraitly question m> 
Nay didst not thou thyself devise this very tlso%ight. name! 
Odysseus should indeed take vengeance on these men at hi 

thou wilt, bu; I will tell thee of the better way. Now that 
goodly O .vreaked vengeance on the wooer* let t 

..venant together with aacr 
all his day*, and let us bring about oblivion of the sir. 
children and their brethren; to may both tides love one another 
of old, and let peace and wealth abundant be their portion/ 

Therewith be routed EO yrt greater eagerness, and 

the peak* of ( ame glancing down. 

Now when they had put from them the desire of honey-sweet 
food, the steadfast goodly Odysseus began to spoak among 
<ig: 

one go forth and see, lest the people he already drawing 
near against us,' 

So he spake, and tlse son of Dolius went forth a: liis bidding, 

and stood on the outer threshold and saw them all dose at hand. 

le spake to Odysseus winged wordi: 

'Heff they be, close upon usl Quick, let u* to ar 

Therein K up and arrayed ibein 111 their rurne. 
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scus and his men being four, and the six sons of Dolius, and like- 
wise Laertes and Dolius did on their armour, grey-headed as they 
were, warriors through stress of need. Now when they had clad 
them in ihif they opened the gates and went forth and 

Odysseus Ircl chetn. 

Then Athene, daughter of Zeus, drew near them in the likeness 
of Mrntor, in fashion and in voice. And the steadfast {goodly Odys- 
seus beheld her and was glad, and straightway he spake to Tekm- 
achut hi* dear son: 

Telemachus, soon shah thou learn this, when thou thyself art got 
to the place of the battle where die beat men try the issue, — namely, 
not to bring shame on iby father's house, on us who in time past 
have been eminent for might and hardihood over ail the world.' 

Then wise Teicmachus answered him. saying: 'Thou shah sec me, 
rf thou wilt, dear father, in ilus my mood no whit disgracing thy 
line, according to thy wi.nl.' 

So spake he, and Laertes was glad and spake, saying: 'What 
a day his dawned for me, kind gods; yea, a glad man am I! My 
son and my son's son a- one another in valour/ 

Then grey-eyed Athene stood beside Laertes, and spake to him: 
'O son of Arteritis thai art far ihe dearest of all my friends, pray 
first to the gTey-eycd maid and to father Zeuv, then swing thy : 
spear aloft and hurl it straightway/ 

Therewith Pallas Athene breathed into him great strength. Then 
he prayed to the daughter of mighty Zeus, and straightway swung 
his long spear aloft and hurled it, and noU ruipeithrs through his 
casque with the cheek*psrce of bronze. The armour kept not out 
the spear that went clean through, and be fell with a crash, and 
hit arnu rattled about his body. Then Odysseus and his renowned 
son fell on ihe fore-fighters, and smote them uritli lad two- 

headed spears. And now would they have slain them all and cut 
ud not Athene called aloud, the daughter of Zeus 
lord of the aegis, and stayed all the host of the enemy, saying: 

'Isold your hands from ng ye rcv tea, that so 

ye may be ported quickly, without bloodshed.' 

So spake Athene, and pair fear gat hold of them all. The arms 
flow from their hands in their trrror and fell ail upon the ground. 
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as the goddess uttered her voice. To the city they turned their steps, 
as men fain of life, and the steadfast goodly Odysseus with a terrible 
cry gathered himself together and hurled in on them, like an eagle 
of lofty flight. Then in that hour the son of Cronos cast forth a 
flaming bolt, and it fell at the feet of the grey-eyed goddess, the 
daughter of the mighty Sire. Then grey-eyed Athene spake to Odys- 
seus, saying: 

'Son of Laertes, of the seed of Zeus, Odysseus of many devices, 
refrain thee now and stay the strife of even-handed war, lest per- 
chance the son of Cronos be angry with thee, even Zeus of the far- 
borne voice.' 

So spake Athene, and he obeyed and was glad at heart. And there- 
after Pallas Athene set a covenant between them with sacrifice, she, 
the daughter of Zeus lord of the aegis, in the likeness of Mentor, 
both in fashion and in voice- 



Homer, thy song men li^en to the sea, 

th every note of music in his tone, 
tides that wash the dim dominion 
wU$, and light MM* that faugh tn [lee 
Around the tries enchanted: nay, to me 

Thy vers* teems as the Rivet of source unknown 
Thai giauci Egypt's temples overthrown. 
In his ttynurtur'd stream, eternally. 
No mser tt*e than men of heretofore 

To find thy mystic fenvuini gxuvded fast. 
Enough—thy flood makes green our human shore 

,>/»/, roiling dotcm his vast, 
ffn fr't.-'e mnttttS, murmuring everm>*e 

Of gods dethroned, and empires of tht Va;t. 

A. L. 



